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May 2017

Christians working together in Wotton under Edge

Join the global wave of prayer
25 May - 4 June

Thy Kingdom Come
During the days between
Ascension and Pentecost a range
of events will be taking place all
across the country. Here in Wotton
we hope you will join us.

The Catherine Chapel at St Mary’s
will be open and you will have the
opportunity to commit yourself to a
time (an hour is the length of time
suggested, 9am - 9pm) when you
will be there, in prayer. Resources
will be available in case it helps for
you to have some sort of prompt or

            focus.

Of course, you can support each other by praying outside these times,
wherever you may be, and St Mary’s will be open as usual.

On Ascension Day, 25 May the week will start with a Eucharist at St Mary's
at 8am and on Pentecost, 4th June, it will end with a Celebration at the
Baptist Church at 6.30pm.
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Christian Aid Week
14 to 20 May 2017

If, like me, you have been looking at the
television at the shocking pictures of
people starving and the overwhelming
problems of bringing aid to these countries

and have wondered what you can do, one
positive step would be to support Christian Aid
Week.  More than ever, our help is needed to
support the fundraising that will give these
people more of a future.

The Wotton Christian Aid group has a great
tradition of supporting this event, and it is another
way in which people from all the churches work
together for the good of others. There are
various ways you can contribute; all the churches
have their own reps who will happily accept
offers of help.

Shop.    The shop, runs from Monday to
Thursday in the Baptist Schoolroom, & raises about £1,600 each year.
Anything you can spare would be appreciated –clothes, bric a brac, toys,
unwanted gifts, books – we take almost anything as long as it is in a
saleable condition (even working electrical goods as we can get them PAT
tested). Even if you have nothing to donate, please come and support us by
buying something.

Plants.  A plea to all gardeners.  Do you have any spare seedlings or plants
which could be donated to Christian Aid.  The plant stall is very popular so we
need lots of plants to sell.

House to house and street collections.
If you can help the street collection on
Saturday morning, 20 May, could you
please contact me, or any of the reps.
You don’t have to be there all morning as
we work out a rota. We also value our
house-to-house collectors

Cakes.  Could you make a cake or
biscuits?    The churches take it in turns through the week to stock and run the
cake stall.
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Soup.  Can you make soup? Again, the churches provide soup at lunchtimes
during the week.

The evening service, which starts Christian Aid Week,  will this year be held at
the United Church in Bradley Street and is at 6pm on Sunday 14 May, led by
Revd Phil Summers.   We are hoping to have a Christian Aid speaker. This is
another opportunity to support this great cause and the collection will be on
behalf of Christian Aid.

Please do contact me if you have any questions.

Alison Sutton
01453 843224 or sutton@caethle.fsnet.co.uk

An Invitation
to join members of all the churches in Wotton at a

Bring and Share Meal
and

the Churches Together in Wotton
Annual General Meeting

Monday 8 May
7.30 pm

United Church, Bradley Street

Come and hear what your churches are doing in our town
Please bring food to share –

hot & cold drinks will be provided
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United Ramblers
Monday 1st May 2017

The walk in May is 4.5 miles, beginning and ending
at the Royal Oak in Bibstone (Cromhall). It is a mainly
flat walk skirting the southern boundary of the
Tortworth Estate and returning via Cromhall Church
and Talbot’s End.

Lunch will be at The Royal Oak (Bibstone)

Leave from the United Church 10am or in the Royal Oak car park soon
after.

Leader : Rob Carruthers 07910 123297

Town Hall Teas

On Sunday 30 April, the afternoon Town Hall Tea will be sponsoring the
work of Open Doors, an organization whose mission is to support the church in
those parts of the world where just to be a follower of Jesus invites
persecution.

This can involve being denied employment, being treated as 2nd class
citizens, sometimes being thrown out of home or community, and in extreme
cases results in imprisonment or death.

Please do come and enjoy tea/coffee with delicious cakes; learn more about
the reality of life for believers in many countries and support this cause.

Chris Lowther

Final Reminder

 Last Sunday in April
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Wotton Baptist Church
Thank you to everyone who joined in with our 300th anniversary celebrations,
building works and the Be Transformed mission.

We had terrific fun celebrating with 200ish folks attending Sunday worship with
Gavin Calver, and the evening of comedy magic with John Archer.  David
Wilson did an excellent job of summarising 300 years of WBCs history at his
lecture on 31st March and a good number of young people from the local area
and from as far away as Calne came to hear Gavin Calver at the youth event.
Completing the link was something of a challenge, but after a frantic fortnight
with lots of church members and folks from the community chipping-in the
building was opened on 2nd April.

The report on BBC Songs of Praise came about when one of their researchers
came across the story of the link on the Gazette website and got in contact
with us.

The ‘Be Transformed’ film is still being viewed online and our hope is that we
can continue to use it to speak of the transforming message of Jesus as well
as to tell a bit of our story.

Recordings of the services and David’s lecture are available on
www.wottonbaptist.org.uk & the episode of Songs of Praise featuring the story
of the link is available on BBC i-player for the next month or so.

Tom Wharin
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Were You There?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

This was the hymn we sang on Good Friday as the Walk of Witness stopped
awhile at Tabernacle Pitch, competing with the traffic passing up and down
Old Town.

The Walk of Witness is now a regular part of the Easter tradition for the
Churches of Wotton. Starting at the Oliver Memorial Chapel in Synwell the
Walk follows a simple wooden cross to the Perry & Dawes Almshouses, then
to The Ark (well, usually Lloyds the Chemist as there is more room), before
turning to Tabernacle Pitch, Holy Cross and St Mary’s, stopping at each for a
reading or meditation, prayers and a hymn.

Passing members of the public are offered Hot Cross Buns - many can’t
understand that they are being given something for nothing - wrapped in
specially printed serviettes to explain what Good Friday and the Buns are all
about, and the walkers then meet at the Parish Rooms with those who may
have been less able to walk for tea or coffee and - Hot Cross Buns.

It is noticeable how, year on year, more and more shops are open on Good
Friday, and the Walk must serve as a reminder to the town that for Christians
this is not like any other Friday.

People from the churches come together again on Easter Sunday, meeting on
Coombe Hill for the Easter Sunrise service. Although it is rarely early enough
for the sunrise, this year we were blessed with both the moon and the sun in
the sky as we rejoiced that Christ is Risen!

Returning to the town we breakfasted together, this year at the Baptist Church,
then we still had time to go to Easter Sunday worship at our own churches if
we wished.

Everyone is welcome at these events, and if the walking is not for you, you
would also be welcome at Coffee or Breakfast. Come and join us next year!
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Congratulations to The Ark

The Ark Coffee Shop in Long Street
was presented with a Gold Award at the
South West Fairtrade Business Awards.

At a ceremony held in Bristol Cathedral
on March 10, David Barter (Chairman of
the Ark Committee) and Margaret Barter
were pleased to accept the award
having received silver awards in
previous years.

David told the Gazette that this was
quite an achievement for such a small
cafe, saying: “choosing Fairtrade
produce guarantees that farmers are
paid fairly and have better working
conditions.

‘We’re proud to promote Fairtrade goods, which guarantees fair prices for the
people who grow and pick our produce.

‘Although Fairtrade items can be a bit more expensive, as a first-world country
we have a duty to buy products that are ethically sourced."

St Mary’s

Saturday 13 May

 9.30 – 11.00am

‘Meals Jesus ate’

Breakfast, activities and worship for
all ages



viii

This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If
you have any comments, or would like items included in future issues, please

see your church reps or contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk

General Election 2017

Who will get your vote on
Thursday 8 June?

Following the success of and
support for the 2015 hustings,
Churches Together in Wotton is
intending to repeat the event, and
the Cotswold Constituency
Candidates have been invited to
come to speak to the people of Wotton and to answer pre-submitted
questions.

Hustings will take place on Monday 22 May, 7.30-8.30pm at
Wotton Baptist Church

New Shoes? Spring Sandals?

If you are treating yourself to some
new shoes and you are offered the
box, please accept it and save it for
Operation Christmas Child later in the
year.

If you don’t have the space at home,
we can get them covered and stored
in the loft at the United Church.

Thank you!

Sue Marsland (844110) & Janet Davies (845786)


