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The Ramblings of the Associate Priest 
Dear Friends 

 Today I read Psalm 79, in which God laments over the fickle ap-

proach to being a child of God that the Israelites had. When things 

were bad, for instance when they had no water to drink, they cried out 

to God in in their anguish but as soon as God took pity on them and 

answered their cries and their thirst for human comforts were satis-

fied, off they went on their own sinful ways again not giving a hoot for 

God or for the great things that he had done for them since the begin-

ning. 

 Reading Job in comparison, he lost all of his worldly wealth, social 

stature, lost his health and had all manner of nasty things to contend 

with during his time of trial but never really gave up on God. 

 All of this reminded me of the spring of 1996 when I set off to Ascen-

sion Island in the South Atlantic Ocean with the Army Ornithological 

Society to map the breeding grounds of, and count the population of, 

Sooty Terns - sorry to have misused some of your tax payments! I dis-

covered that Ascension Island had a castaway in 1725. Leendert 

Hasenbosch was set down on the volcanic outcrop after a ship’s trial 

went against him. Captain and crew threw a couple of water barrels 

into the surf after him and sailed into the sunset knowing that Ascen-

sion Island was uninhabited and had no water to drink unless it 

rained. His water barrels never made it to the shore and it didn’t rain 

much. He died in about six months but left behind a diary. 

 It took me years to track down a copy of that diary, but on reading it 

and his background, what is blatantly obvious is that at no time did 

Hasenbosch’s faith waiver, either in the good times or the bad. In the 

final days before he died he was still praising God for his loving good-

ness towards him. 

 So it seems to me that if you don’t give up on God, then you won’t 

get that feeling that God has given up on you - which of course he nev-

er will – He has called you by name: you are His. 

Peter 
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St. Mary’s Fete 2017 
or, How Mrs. Page was rescued from the Tower 

 July 8
th

 dawned fair and sunny and provided an ideal ambience 

for this year’s fete. The Vicarage garden had been pruned and 

spruced (Rob and Chris’s son had recently been married and used 

the garden for the reception) 

 This long-held event saw a few changes this year. From 

research amongst the congregation, and population of Wotton, it 

was decided to return to the old time of the fete i.e. 2-4.30pm. This 

provided plenty of time to get ready without frightening the vicar 

out of his pyjamas too early in the morning; and adequate time to 

place tables and chairs in all the right places for stalls etc. 

 With no BBQ available this year, teas were extended to include 

cream teas; and extra seating was provided in the garden. The 

servers of same never took a breath the whole time such was the 

popularity of sitting in the garden and taking a cuppa with cake. 

 The other change this year was the opening event. Children 

from Key Stage 1 at The British School joined with members of the 

Junior choir from St. Mary’s, and some staff members, to perform 

two songs. George and Sarah Richardson and Kate Melling 

(British School) trained our young people to a good standard; and 

they did us proud. Our ‘sound’ man Kevin (Joan Deveney’s son) 

enhanced the singing with some clever technical additions so all 

could hear their renderings. Kevin, by the way, provided excellent 

sound and ‘tannoy’ for the afternoon. 

 The Brass Band, from the British School, then followed with 

their recently-formed group playing some lively music - aided and 

abetted by teachers Debra and Alan Swain. During the afternoon 

the Silver Wotton Band played in the garden. Mid-afternoon the 

magician took up his position in the garden and entertained all 

the children - and not just a few of the adults sitting nearby! 

 Stalls were distributed around the Drive, church and garden to 

provide many an interesting item to buy, fun with the Tombolas – 

fruit, bottle and standard. Books were, as usual, plentiful and 

many purchased. The Bluecoat stall was exceptionally successful 

this year with the filled jars/chocolate tombola and games being 

provided for the children alongside. 
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 The Bluecoat School is to be thanked for the splendid provision of 

tables and chairs, gazebos and bunting. Transport for the above was 

provided by Martin Brunt who helps with the Auction Room 

transfers. His van is like the Tardis! and Martin Excell was kind 

enough to pick up more tables from the British School. Great help. 

The gates at both entrances were ably manned again this year. 

Thankyou. 

 Cakes and jewellery and toiletries and bric-a-brac and Fairtrade 

all featured, and Morag masterminded the spot-the-sheep quiz. The 

extensive plant stall was a great success this year, sited in the 

garden, with the plants well displayed. 

 There were trips up the tower for the brave-hearted. And this year 

a special feature of the Tower was Mrs. Page. This lady of past 

church fame lived in the time of Queen Anne. She fell off the tower 

and was caught by her skirts on the gargoyles. She was rescued, so 

the story goes, and retrieved to safety; and there is a kneeler in the 

church to mark this mystery. 

 At the appointed hour for the Grand Prize Draw, Mrs. Page was 

lowered to the drive and ‘rescued’ by our St. John ambulance man, 

given some ‘CPR’ and carried to the prize table to ‘assist’ in the 

drawing of tickets.  Jilly Stubbs made this remarkable doll and she 

is going to reside in the Heritage Centre (Mrs. Page not Jilly). The 

video is on Facebook. 

 Another last-minute new stall holder was Aurelie, who works in 

both primary schools teaching French. She very kindly gave her 

services for face painting at this year’s fete. 

 Ice cream featured largely on this very warm day and added to 

our need for sustenance in the afternoon. 

 So, we had a good time, one and all; and the Fete Committee wish 

to give a HUGE thanks to all who participated, carted chairs and 

tables, all who visited and especially to Chris and Rob Axford for 

risking their garden again for this well-worthwhile and well- 

attended event. 

 The charities which benefited were The Church Fabric Fund, The 

Wotton Pool, The Church Army and USPG 

 The revised sum raised is £3944.09. Thank you to Joan and John 

for their prompt accounting on the day. 

 From the Fete Committee. 

 See you next year! 
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Few modern theologians equal the stature of Venerable John 
Henry Newman, and few men of the 19th century were more 
famous or controversial in their own day. Although most 
Catholics know that Newman converted to the faith from 
Anglicanism, the background to, and significance of, his 
conversion is not as well known. 

 John Henry Newman, a noted scholar of classics and patristics and 
a famous preacher, was one of the most eloquent and learned 
spokesmen of the High Church view, which he defended with many 
years’ worth of sermons, lectures, and pamphlets, including the 
controversial series Tracts for the Times, authored jointly by several 
Oxford sympathizers. (It is from this series that the High Church 
reform, usually called the Oxford Movement, derives another of its 
nicknames, Tractarianism.) His most famous work from this period, 
the collection later entitled Parochial and Plain Sermons, is an 
enduring classic which stands among the greatest works of Christian 
literature ever written. Newman’s theology is so thoroughly 
grounded in the abiding traditions of the Christian faith that a casual 
reader of these sermons may be pardoned for thinking them the work 
of a Roman Catholic. With historical hindsight, of course, it is 
possible to see in them the first strong stirrings of ideas and beliefs 
that would push him closer to the Catholic faith until he finally 
embraced it in its entirety.  

 This momentous event shook the Anglican establishment in 
October of 1845. Shortly before, Newman had resigned his curacy at 
the Oxford church of St. Mary and, more ominously, had left Oxford 
for good. Suddenly word spread that he had entered the Roman 
Church. To those who fancied conspiracy theories, Newman’s 
‘crossing of the Rubicon’ was no surprise: in their view, he had been 
waging a clandestine campaign to catholicize England, and at last had 
taken the public step parallel to the long-settled decision of his soul. 

  Others, who saw the foolishness of attributing duplicity to a man 
of Newman’s moral stature, regarded his conversion as a logical 
consequence of the thoughts he expressed in No. 90 of Tracts for the 
Times, which contains the kernel of a properly Catholic 
understanding of the Church. Still others, the moderate disciples of 
another leader of the Oxford Movement, Edward Pusey, had 
harboured fears that Newman had been heading towards the Roman 
Church for quite some time, however resolutely he himself may have 
denied the tendency. 

John Henry Newman 
Priest, Tractarian 

 

August 11th 
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  Such men greeted the news with sorrow: the most eloquent 
spokesman of Anglo-Catholicism seemed to have abandoned his flock 
when it most needed his shepherding. And, naturally, the country 
parsons and educated laymen who had followed along with 
Newman’s thought up to Tract 90, but could not have known of his 
subsequent interior struggle, were startled and confused by the event 
of October 1845. In the charged religious atmosphere of the day, no 
other news elicited - or could have elicited - a more universal 
response. Whether one stood firmly against his school or confidently 
with it, John Henry Newman had captivated the Victorian mind 
since the beginning of the 1830s.  

 The gifted preacher of thirty-two years of age could never have 
foreseen the tumultuous path that would in time lead him from one 
defence of Anglicanism to another, and at last to the breakdown of all 
defences in the light of Catholic truth, which culminated in his call to 
Rome in 1879 by Pope Leo XIII to receive the cardinal’s hat. We 
should pause to consider how this man of outstanding public 
eminence consigned himself to the mockery and misunderstandings 
of a whole body of fellow countrymen in order to follow the 
promptings of his conscience.  

 One of his greatest virtues, recognized from the start by friends 
and conceded by foes, was Newman’s restless thirst for the truth, 
wherever it would lead him, as we sing in his hymn: ‘Lead, Kindly 
Light, amid the encircling gloom, lead Thou me on’. Other hymns 
which come from him are ’Praise to the Holiest in the Height’ and 
‘Firmly I believe and Truly’. He also wrote the mystical poem ‘The 
Dream of Gerontius’. It is suggested that Newman used the word 
’Dream’ because he believed these experiences were sensed not 
through the body, but through the soul. A clue to this lies in lines 
which Elgar did not use when he set this poem to music: ‘Thou art 
wrapped and swathed around in dreams, Dreams that are true yet 
enigmatical; For the belongings of the present state, Save through 
such symbols, come not home to thee.’  

 From his conversion to evangelical views at the age of fifteen to 
the authoring of his philosophical masterpiece Essay in Aid of a 
Grammar of Assent at nearly seventy, and thereafter to his death, in 
1890, Newman manifested an irrepressible desire to know the truth 
and to act upon it, regardless of hardships, in order to love God more 
perfectly.  

 He is remembered in our calendar on August 11th. 

Doug 
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The Mission to Seafarers News 
 On Sea Sunday, at the 10.15a.m. service at 

Saint Mary's, we were treated to a most 

interesting talk by the Reverend Jeremy Hellier 

- the Anglican Chaplain at the Port of Bristol Seafarers' Centre at 

Royal Portbury Dock - on the work of the Mission to Seafarers and, 

in particular, the duties performed by Mission chaplains. 

 I think that one of the statistics that Jeremy mentioned to us of 

car-carrying ships that could be carrying 5000 cars housed on 

twelve decks while the crew's quarters were on the top (thirteenth) 

deck, was one that made us think. In rough seas, the top deck is the 

one that would experience the greatest movement and, therefore, 

be the most uncomfortable for those living there. 

 The retiring collection at that service was well supported, as a 

result of which I was able to send cheques for £192 to Mission 

Headquarters in London, and £68.50 to our local Seafarers' Centre 

at Portbury — a grand total of £260.50. 

 Most of the contributions sent to London will have qualified for 

Income Tax reclamation. 

 May I, on behalf of the Mission to Seafarers, express my most 

sincere thanks for the generosity of all those who contributed to 

the retiring collection. Whether in London or at Royal Portbury 

Dock, your kindness will have been very much appreciated. Thank 

you. 

       John Ballantyne  

Saint Mary's Mission to Seafarers Parish Link. 

 

Churches Together 
Holiday at Home 15th and 16th August 

at the United Church 
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Hymn Teasers 
 August being a holiday month, I have picked out some lines 
from hymns which make mention of the weather, or thoughts 
loosely appertaining to holidays, when considered in a secular 
sense. Can you identify these hymns by finding their first line? 
They are all in Anglican Hymns Old and New as well as Hymns 
AMNS and, I think, fairly well known. Answers next month. 

1. Shine forth upon our clouded hills._____________  

2. Till suns shall rise and set no more __________________ 

3. Sought thee wandering, set thee right ___________  

4. The winds and waves obey him ___________  

5. In sudden torrents dread_____________________________ 

6. I found in him a resting place_________  

7. Sweep across the crystal sea____________  

8. Where golden fields spread far and wide__________  

9. Lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er___________-  

10. Then let me on the mountain-top__________________  

11. Swell the mighty flood_____________  

12. As through the clouds riven the lightnings have 
shone___________ 

13. Sunbeams scorching all the  day__________  

14. Give to the winds thy fears_________  

15. Far above the starry height__________  

16. Nor wander from the path-way________   

17. Softer than gale at morning-time ________  

18. Praise him that he gave the rain___________________ 

19. Set our feet on lofty places________________________ 

20. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night__________  

21. The golden evening brightens in the west________  

22. Thunder like a mighty flood________________________ 

23. Ripened by his glorious sunshine___________  
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This is another article about a charity which is supported by a 
member of St. Mary’s. Thanks again to Iain for making contact with 
Dot Moss to write about her favourite charity. If you feel you would 
like to tell us about your charity do speak to Rev’d Iain or give me 
phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail (address at bottom of last 
page in the magazine). 

The Julian Trust 
 In 1986 a small group of concerned individuals felt that there was 
a real need to do something for those who were sleeping on the city 
streets of Bristol and decided that an emergency night-shelter was 
needed. Volunteers and money were required, the news spread and 
the public responded.  The organisation was granted charitable 
status and an annex building belonging to the church of St Nicholas 
of Tolentino became a temporary base. The Julian Trust Night 
Shelter opened its doors to its first guests on 26

th
 September 1986. 

Over the next ten years the Night Shelter moved several times, 
operating from premises including a church hall and empty offices 
belonging to the Bristol ’Bus Company. Eventually, a property in St. 
Paul’s was found and refurbished to provide a purpose built night- 
shelter. 

  There are numerous reasons for people becoming homeless - 
broken relationships, family bereavement, mental illness, the 
inability to cope with life’s basic demands and addictive problems. 
The Julian Trust offers friendship, human contact and the basic 
need of food, warmth and a bed without any forms to fill in or 
questions to be answered. Volunteers serve up to eighty meals every 
evening but for one week during the Christmas period the shelter 
remains open around the clock. In many cases those using the Night 
Shelter have been rejected by the established institutions and, but 
for the Julian Trust, would have no one to care for them. 

 Several local people have been volunteers at the Night Shelter 
and, since 1992, St. Mary’s congregation has supported the work of 
the Julian Trust with an annual appeal for donations of food, 
cleaning  materials  and  money.  At  the  November  meeting  the Co-
Workers of Mother Teresa make up Christmas parcels. 

 The Julian Trust received the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service in 2011 and remains committed to serving the needs of 
homeless and vulnerable people in Bristol. The Trust takes its name 
from Julian of Norwich who declared - “To love a human being is to 
accept him as he is; if you wait until he is different you are only 
loving an idea.” 

Dot Moss 
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 THANK YOU 

from the former Parish Secretary 

 Well, where do I start? I was told by the Churchwardens at St. 
Mary’s to keep Sunday, 2

nd
 July clear for a ‘little party’ after the 

service, a ‘thank you party for me.’ It turned out to be a little bit 
bigger than that. 

 Thank you, thank you, thank you, to each and every one of you, 
to those who were there for the party and to those unable to be there 
in person, but still present in thought. Thank you for your 
generosity, which resulted in the fantastic painting by Peter Downs, 
‘Ima’s Walk to Work’ and a beautiful, solar powered watch with 
some cash to spare!!! Thank you! And thank you for your kind 
wishes and blessings. 

 Thank you to all of you as the church community. We’ve laughed 
together, cried together, we’ve got up each others’ nerves, I could 
wring your necks at times, you could wring mine as well more than 
likely, but then we went through a lot together. 

 I’ve had the privilege of sharing life events with so many people, 
the daily lives and the big occasions. I’d like to thank the PCC for 
their support in letting me attend the Pastoral Assistant’s course 
and for putting up with my sometimes embellished minute-taking. A 
big ‘Thank You’ to all the Churchwardens in the Benefice with 
whom I have worked and to Wotton PCC’s Standing Committee. A 
good working relationship is essential and I think we achieved that. 

 It is a strange sensation, not digging through my handbag and 
not finding that the first set of keys to emerge is the church bunch. 

 God likes to throw a challenge my way and I’m off to experience a 
totally different way of life and a completely different culture. I’ll be 
safe behind the compound walls, but Kevin and I are not known for 
staying put, so I’ll find myself a long black ‘abaya’ (I’ve seen a few 
photographs, they’re not necessarily plain, so I’ll look for something 
with a speck or two of bling) and we’ll be off, exploring. 

 We can speculate about the Saudi way of life. It is so guided by 
the Quran, people’s lives depend so much on what is written in 
Islam’s Holy Book, but I’ll go there with an open mind. The Press in 
the West does not help matters. But we can pray for the people of the 
Middle East, pray that their God will guide them to a more tolerant 
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interpretation of the Quran, a bit more Islamic Unity, just like 
Christians should continue to pray for Christian Unity. Saudis take 
their prayer time very seriously and life comes to a standstill five 
times a day. That may be unthinkable in western business, but we 
should all try and set more time aside for God. I’m a fine one to 
talk...God grew used to my office arrow prayers. They usually got 
launched in the middle of an office crisis or for a difficult decision. 
I’d pray to God to send someone from our Benefice who now enjoys 
eternal life, back down to sort things out (some famous names will 
probably spring to everyone’s mind). 

 Thank you, Rob and Chris, for your encouragement, for 
journeying with me, for sharing your journey with me, for being 
there in good times and in bad. It is not easy being a priest in this 
day and age. Legislation comes flying from all directions, the 
church has to deal with some very delicate and distressing matters 
while the press is gloating, clergy and laity are under constant 
scrutiny and subjected to ridicule, yet they have to be there for 
everyone at the click of the fingers. Faith in Christ, confidence in 
mutual support, flexibility, and a sense of humour have seen us 
plough through more than nine years of working together. 

 And to everyone at St. Mary’s with St. Nicholas, St. Martin’s, St. 
Kenelm’s with the Tresham Chapel of Ease, again, thank you very 
much for your lovely gifts and for being my Church Family. 

Ima Earle 

 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local 
Ministry Team (LMT) 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable and 

encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, Rev’d 

Morag  Langley,   Adrian   Davis, Joan Deveney, Martin Dove, 

Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 
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Word Search 

Animals—take care, there are 35 of them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agouti  Anteater Antelope Armadillo  Bear  Bison  

Chipmunk Coyote Coypu Dingo Eland Gazelle  Gibbon 

Gorilla Hyena Ibex Impala Jackal Kangaroo Koala  Lion 

Llama Lynx  Marmot  Otter  Panda Porcupine Puma 

Shrew Tapir  Weasel  Wolf  Wombat  Yak  Zebra 

 

 

 

Punch Line 

‘I do believe: help me to overcome my 
unbelief!’ 

“When complete trust is difficult, first 
identify that you have some trust then ask 
for more. You will receive from God only as 
much as you are willing to receive.” 

Every Day with Jesus—Selwyn Hughes 



 

12 

Hospitality 

When I was training at theological college, one 
of my friends lived in student accommodation 
with his family. I’ll never forget the mat that lay 
outside his front door. On it were printed these 
words, ‘Oh no, not you again!’ It always made 
me smile. 

I don't think he only put it out when he knew I was calling! Though, let’s be honest, 
I’m sure we all know people who are hard to welcome and for whom such a mat 
might be highly appropriate. 

 Nevertheless, Paul says Christians should ‘practise hospitality’ (Romans 12:13). 
In other words, hospitality should be a Christian characteristic. It’s surprising how 
often issues relating to hospitality are mentioned in the Bible. Jesus, for example, 
said, ‘But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 
and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous’ (Luke 14:13-14). 

 I’m very conscious that it can be psychologically difficult for many people to enter 
a church building — especially if it’s not their custom. Hence it’s so important for 
those of us who are Christians to demonstrate our concern for people who live near 
us and show that we are interested in them. It is part of our witness. 

MAYBE TODAY is a day for loving someone who is hard to love, or welcoming 
someone you are usually tempted to turn away: ‘Do not forget to entertain strangers, 
for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it’ (Hebrews 
13:2). 

PRAYER 

Lord, help me to see people as You see them and embrace them with Your love. 
Amen. 

BIBLE READING 

LOVE EACH OTHER DEEPLY 1 Peter 4: 7—11 

JESUS AT A PHARISEE’S HOUSE Luke 14:1-14 

FURTHER REFLECTION 

‘To give our Lord a perfect hospitality, Mary and Martha must combine.’ (See Luke 
10:38-42) 

St. Teresa of Avila - Spanish Carmelite nun (1515-1582) 
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SMILE 

The Bishop was the dinner guest. The table beautifully prepared and the food 
looked delicious. They were ready to begin. The hostess spoke to her daughter, 
aged six. 

‘Mary, you say Grace, please.’ A rather long delay ensued. 

The mother coaxed the little girl, ‘Come on, Mary, say what you heard me say this 
morning at breakfast.’ In a loud voice it came out, ‘O God, why did I invite the 
Bishop to dinner tonight?” 

Anon. 

Nick Fawcett, ’Daily Prayer’ - Kevin Mayhew 

 

 

 

Church  Mission Society 
 Back in May we had a wonderful day at Liverpool Cathedral. It 

was great to see a number of you there – and what an amazing 

building too! We were there with a specific purpose in mind, namely, 

to launch our Mission Is campaign. The whole purpose of this 

campaign, which we plan to run over the next two years, is to ask 

what mission actually looks like in this day and age. 

 It’s an attempt to get behind some of the myths and stereotypes, 

and to ask what it might mean for us to be sent in the power of the 

Spirit, just as the Father sent the Son (John 20:23). There is 

tremendous experience of mission, and wisdom about mission, in 

the CMS Community so we see you as a great resource for this 

initiative. Here is how you can get involved: 

PRAY Please do hold the campaign in your prayers, particularly 

during the upcoming festivals, for good engagement at New Wine 

(22 July - 5 August), Naturally Supernatural (22-27 July) and 

Greenbelt (25-28 August). Please do pray for the teams of staff and 

volunteers - for energy and inspiration as they talk to people at 

these events. Technology, too, is a prayer point: our stand uses 

some clever tech to produce a large-scale tactile version of our 

Mission Is survey - please pray that nothing interferes  with it! 

Canon Philip Mounstephen       

Executive Leader 
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Diary for August  
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St.  Martin’s,  North  Nibley,  St.  Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 
2

nd  
Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

4
th  

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

5
th

  Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 

Room;  4.00 – 6.00pm Wotton Bell Ringers Peal 

 
6

th  
Sunday,  August – The Transfiguration of our Lord and 8

th
 

Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

  12.30pm Baptism of Iola Vincent at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

7
th  

Monday,10.00am Little Church at Gray’s Farm (meet there at 

10am); 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 

4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games Group in the Parish Room. 

9
th

  Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 7.30pm 

Wotton Finance Committee meeting in the Parish Room 

11
th 

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

12
th 

Saturday, 9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘The Still Small 

Voice’ – breakfast, activities and worship for all ages; 2.00 – 

4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish Room 

 
13

th 
Sunday,  – 9

th
 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 

  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

14
th 

Monday, 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers in the Parish Room; 10.00am 

Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s 

Together Games in the Parish Room. 
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15
th

 Tuesday, The Blessed Virgin Mary Holiday at Home at the 

United Church, Bradley Street, organised by St. Mary’s 

(details on weekly pew sheets and from Churches Together 

representatives); 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense for 

the Patronal Festival at St. Mary’s. 

16
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union 

Corporate Communion) at St. Mary’s; Holiday at Home at the 

United Church, Bradley Street, organised by St. Mary’s 

(details on weekly pew sheets and from Churches Together 

representatives); 5.30pm Prayer Space in the Catherine 

Chapel; 

18
th 

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

19
th 

Saturday,  2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the 

Parish Room; 3.00pm Baptism of  Nora and Noah Woodward at 

St. Mary’s 

 

20
th 

Sunday,  10
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 

  11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 

  12.30pm Baptism of Maci Hunt, Holly and Angie Davis at St. 

Mary’s 

  6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 

21
st

  Monday, 10.00 Little Church Stream Walk – start at St. Mary’s; 

10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. 

Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 

23
rd 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.30pm 

Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

24
th 

Thursday, 
 

Bartholomew the Apostle: 7.30pm Evening 

Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s. 

25
th 

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

26
th 

Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 

Room; 4.00 – 6.00pm Bell Ringing at St. Mary’s 

 

27
th 

Sunday,  11
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 



 

16 

28
th 

Monday,  Bank Holiday (No Little Church); 10.00am Morning 
Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together 
Games in the Parish Room. 

29
th 

Tuesday, 5.00pm Churches Together in North Nibley meeting 
at the Chapel; 7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in 
the Parish Room. 

30
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.30pm 
Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel;. 

 

Early Dates for September 
1

st  
Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s. 

2
nd  

Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 
Room 

 

3
rd

  Sunday, 12
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

4
th  

Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 
moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry 
and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the 
Parish Room. 

5
th  

Tuesday, 11.30am Visiting bell ringers at St. Mary’s 

6
th  

Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 2.15pm 
Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Focus on 
Harvest;’ 7.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting 

8
th  

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

9
th  

Saturday, 9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘The Early 
Church’ – breakfast, activities and worship for all ages; 2.00 – 
4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish Room 

 

10
th 

Sunday,  13
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 

  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 

June 17
th

  Peter Axford and Lydia Spry (St. Mary’s) 

 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

“Behold! I make all things new” 

June 26
th

  Edward “Ed” J. Rhys (66) (St. Kenelm’s) 

July 5
th

     Alice M. Glossop (74) (Westerleigh) 

 

 
 

 

‘Thank you’ 
from a retiring Churchwarden 

 As you will know by now, I stood down as Churchwarden at this 

year's APCM. I had served a full six-year term, and was happy to 

hand over the role. My tenure officially came to an end on 4
th

 June, 

when Jackie was sworn into office by the Archdeacon, at a special 

service at Holy Trinity, Wickwar. 

 The past six-years have been a wonderful mix of experiences. As 

warden you can be centre-stage, such as when the Bishop visits, 

though you can also find yourself picking up all of the odd jobs that 

don't fall under anyone else’s remit. And, following election, 

overnight you become the fount of all knowledge about everything 

connected with St Mary's. 

 Beginning churchwarden does take a large commitment, but it 

also a great privilege. The two wardens have a unique perspective 

on church life, working very closely with all of the clergy and 

supporting the whole church community. 

 While it is an enjoyable job, it wouldn't be possible to carry on 

for six-years without the full support of the congregation. I'm 

extremely grateful for all of the help and encouragement that I've 

been given by everyone during my term of office, and I am sure 

that you will continue to support Alan and Jackie over the coming 

year. 

 Adrian Davis 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine 
Chapel on Sundays 6th, 13th and 27th. Story sacks and books are 
available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Little Church: usually meet in the Parish Room at 10.00 
7th: Gray’s Farm Visit – meet there at 10.00 
14th: Meet at 10.00 in the Parish Room 
21st: Stream Walk – meet at the Parish Room at 10.00 
28th: Bank Holiday – NO Little Church 
 

For more details, contact Zoe 07776 123565 
 
Messy Church: Saturday 12th from 9.30 to 11.00am 
A service for all ages to eat together, discover more of the story “The 
still small voice” and a time for celebration - telling the story, singing 
and praying. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Service: 
20th: “For All People” 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 

Prayer for August: 
Loving God, 
help us to bring words of welcome, 
love, hope and healing 
into your world this month. 
Amen. 
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Readings for August 
6

th
  The Transfiguration 

  Daniel 7: 9-10;  2 Peter 1: 16-19;   Luke 9: 28-36 
 

13
th 

 9
th

 after Trinity 
  1 Kings 19: 9-18; Romans 10: 5-15;   Matthew 14: 22-33 
 

20
th

  10
th

 after Trinity 
  Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8; Roman 11: 1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: 21-28 
 

27
th

  11
th

 after Trinity 
  Isaiah 51: 1-6;  Romans 12: 1-8;   Matthew 16: 13-20 
 

St Mary's Vision 2017-2022 
“We all seek to deepen our faith and fellowship and to share the 

transforming love of Jesus Christ in the community”. 

 Following an introduction at this year's APCM, the Vision was 
officially launched on 21

st
 May, after the 10:15 service. Our Vision 

will be used to make key decisions about the future things 
undertaken by St Mary's, and so it was important to work with as 
many people as possible to decide how to use the Vision to address 
the needs of the congregation. 

 Over 50 people gathered to hear the three areas of the Vision 
presented, then we worked together to share our personal views on 
each of these areas. Everyone was asked to answer three questions, 
and provide their personal response in the areas of: Faith, 
Fellowship, and Sharing the Love of Christ. 

 Having collected the responses to the three specific questions, 
we had three further open meetings, each one addressing one of the 
three areas of the Vision. At each meeting the responses for that 
area had been collated into broad topics. Working in small groups, 
we tried to discern the key focus of each topic, and to make some 
practical suggestions on how to take this forward. 

 The next step in the process will be for the LMT and PCC to 
work with all of the material prepared by the three meetings. We 
expect to present some initial results in the next few months 
though, as this is a five-year vision, we'll also be working on things 
over the coming years. 

 If you have any questions, or would like to discuss the Vision, 
please do not hesitate to contact any members of the LMT or PCC. 

 Adrian Davis, for St Mary's LMT 
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Open Doors 
Bangladesh—the world’s highest riser 

 

 Persecution against Christians in Asia is rising — and no 
country has risen more places on the 2017 World Watch List than 
Bangladesh. In 2016, it ranked as number 35.This year, Bangladesh 
rose nine places to 26, showing that persecution against Christians 
is increasing at an alarming rate. 
 In 2016, at least three Christians were arrested for distributing 
aid and Bibles to refugees. Believers were abducted — some raped. 
Several Christians had to go into hiding. Four were murdered. 
 Though Bangladesh’s constitution guarantees people the freedom 
to express any religion, in reality, believers are often discriminated 
against by both their communities and the authorities. 
 Increasingly worrying, though, are dangers posed by local and 
international extremist groups — which includes the so-called 
Islamic State. The four believers who were murdered for their faith 
last year were all killed by Bangladeshi militant Islamists. Christian 
schools, churches and businesses are also threatened, causing some 
to be abandoned entirely. One shop was torched by local militants 
last year. 
 Despite efforts from the country’s secular government to curb the 

influence of extremism, around 4 million students are attending 
unknown numbers of privately-run madrassas (Islamic schools), 
which are having an unchecked influence on the youngsters’ 
ideology. Also 2 million young people are currently attending 
registered madrassas. Last year, nine perpetrators of a siege on a 
café in Dhaka, in which 20 were executed for ‘non-Muslim’ beliefs, 
had all attended these madrassas. 

Joy in the face of adversity 
 When you meet Mosammot Josna Begum (47) and her daughter, 
Moushumi (28), it is striking to see how much they smile. The joy of 
Christ radiates from them. Despite facing relentless struggles, 
poverty, loss, persecution — these women continue to draw strength 
from the Lord. 
 Josna and her family were already poor. But their troubles only 
increased after they converted from Islam to Christianity. 
Moushumi’s husband divorced her because of her new faith, forcing 
Moushumi and her three children to move in with her father and 
Josna. Finances were stretched. But just three years later, tragedy 
struck. Josna’s husband died, plunging the family into even greater 
poverty. 
 Josna and Moushumi were desperate. While Christians in 
Bangladesh  frequently  experience discrimination in education and  
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employment,  believers from a Muslim background  (BMBs)  face 
even  worse treatment. Josna and Moushumi lost the support of 
their family and community because of their faith and, like many 
BMBs, were only given low-paid jobs that did not cover the costs of 
living. 

Enterprising livestock business 
 To help relieve Josna and Moushumi’s financial pressures, Open 
Doors provided them with livelihood aid –they received five goats! 
 “After a year, the goats had two more kids,” says Josna, happily. 
"We kept the kids and sold the five goats for two cows instead. Later, 
we sold the cows and, with that money and a small loan from the 
village credit programme, we bought a small piece of land — on 
which we plan to build our house later. The two calves that we kept 
earlier have multiplied into seven and are still multiplying!" 
 Josna and Moushumi continue to work hard to support the 
family. Besides the earnings from  their livestock, they also work in 
hotels and as housemaids to earn extra income so they can pay their 
loan instalments and support the children’s education in school. 

Setting aside time for God 
 Even in the midst of such busyness, Josna and Moushumi still set 
aside time for God. As talented folk singers, they use music to praise 
Him and encourage others. 
 “We’ve composed about 20 worship songs that have been sung in 
different Christian events in our village,” Josna shares. Besides 
that, the pair have composed songs that raise awareness of child 
marriages in their village — another prevalent issue in the country. 
Asked if they plan to remarry, both shake their heads, saying: “We 
don’t want to remarry. We want to live with Christ. Until now, He 
has provided for all our needs and will continue to do so. Thank you, 
Open Doors, for helping us in our difficulties. Please pray for us so 
that we can live well and glorify God through our songs.” 
 Open Doors' livelihood projects support many rejected BMB 
families like Josna's to earn an income. 

Thank you, Open Doors, for helping us in our difficulties" 
”We have the joy of God in our heart, which shows in our faces 
and attitude,”Josna says. ”We can be happy forever because of 
Christ, though we live in poverty.” 

Pray 

 Thank God for Josna and Moushumi’s enterprising attitude and 
inspiring joy 

 For BMBs who struggle to make ends meet because of their faith, 
and for Open Doors teams supporting them 

 Ask the Lord to protect those vulnerable to the influence of 
Islamist extremists. 
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The Messenger 

Faith: Living as adventurous followers of 
Jesus Christ 

Sharing our stories in new and different ways, 

including through digital media 
  

“And this good news of the Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 
the world.”                   Matthew 24:14 

 Sharing the message of the Gospel is the mission of the Church, 
so effective communication should be at the heart of all we do. In 
today’s society, the ways in which we communicate are constantly 
changing and as a Church we need to make sure we are meeting 
people where they are. 

 Social media offers us a wonderful opportunity to be in 
conversation with people and to listen and learn more about who 
we are engaging with.  You can connect with people locally, 
nationally and globally and if done well, using the right tools, can 
create meaningful relationships and form new partnerships you 
might not have explored, all in an affordable way. For churches that 
have limited financial and human resources, social media could be 
your solution for reaching new people. 

 Through our LIFE vision conversations we heard many times 
that people want to feel more confident sharing their faith-based 
stories and to learn more about the mechanics behind how social 
media works. So combining the two we are offering free deanery-
wide social media training to all in our worshipping and school 
communities. We hope to see you there. 

 Lucy Taylor,  

 Head of Communications 
 
#OurLifeStory 

 For all the Twitter users out there, we’re collecting stories about 
our faith and LIFE that are going on across the Diocese using the 
#OurLifeStory hashtag. 

 Want to share the story of what God’s doing in your life or invite 
people to your service in the park? #OurLifeStory. It’s one way that 
we can collect stories about the real impact and changes happening 
in your communities as we live out this LIFE vision. 

A Church Near You (ACNY) 
 Are your church’s details up to date on ACNY? This website, 
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owned by the Church of England, lists the address of every Anglican 
church in the country. There’s a place where a representative from 
every church can add details about services, clergy and leadership 
teams, accessibility and events. Even if your church doesn’t have a 
website, keeping these details up to date can be a great introduction 
to your church and what you are doing in the community. Visit 
www.achurchnearyou.com to update your church’s details. 

 Digital media training 
 “Sharing our stories in new and different ways, including 
through digital media” is one of the priorities that came from the 
LIFE vision, based on shared conversations from around the 
Diocese. Many of you have approached the Communications Team 
saying that you would welcome help and training in this area, 
whether it’s to develop what you are currently doing and reach new 
audiences or to take those first steps into creating a welcoming 
digital presence. 
 The Communications Team is putting on a free 90-minute 
training session in every deanery and all are welcome to come 
along, just email kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk to book your place. You 
can find the latest details of all the trainings under ‘Social Media 
Training Dates’ (below) or on www.gloucester.anglican.org/
communications 

Young Women: God’s Calling, responding with confidence 
Saturday18 November, 9.30am to 4pm 
 “I’m too young! You can’t mean me!” Have you had that feeling 
that God is calling you but you think it can’t be true? He doesn’t call 
people like you. Maybe it’s because you think you’re not clever 
enough or holy enough? Come and talk about it on 18 November 
when we are holding a day for young women to come and explore 
their vocation. Bishop Rachel of Gloucester will be our key speaker 
and champion for the day. There will be worship, seminars and a 
market place to explore different avenues of vocation. Across the 
day we will look at the biblical questions around female leadership; 
and address questions and concerns around family life, 
qualifications and confidence; and begin building networks to 
provide role models, mentors and peer support. Find out more and 
watch the stories of other women who are called to ministry at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/young-women-gods-calling 

 

If you like these videos, why not subscribe to our YouTube 
channel, Diocese of Gloucester, for all the latest videos telling 
the stories of people and projects in this area? Would you like 
to share your faith story? Why not make a three minute 
recording of yourself and send it to us—we’d love to hear from 
you. 

The Messenger 
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John Bunyan, probably the most popular religious writer in the 
English language, was born at Elstow, about a mile from 
Bedford, in the year 1628. He is thought to have been born a 
tinker. Tinkers, then, were generally vagrants and pilferers—the 
lowest of the low.  

 Bunyan's father was more respectable than most of the tribe. He 
had a fixed residence, and was able to send his son to a village school 
where reading and writing were taught. 

 He grew up during the years when the puritan spirit was very 
strong, particularly so in Bedfordshire. So it is not surprising that, 
having a powerful imagination, he should have been early haunted 
by religious terrors. Before he was ten, his sports were interrupted by 
fits of remorse and despair; and his sleep was disturbed by dreams of 
fiends trying to fly away with him.  

 As he grew older, his mental conflicts became still more violent. 
The strong language in which he described them caused much 
adverse comment, which ranged from his having ‘the supernatural 
power of divine grace to rescue the human soul from the lowest 
depths of wickedness’ to being ‘a practical atheist, a worthless 
contemptible infidel, a vile rebel to God and goodness, a common 
profligate, a soul-despising, a soul-murdering, a soul-damning, 
thoughtless wretch as could exist on the face of the earth. Now be 
astonished, O heavens, to eternity!’  

 The worst that can be laid to the charge of this poor youth is that 
he had a great liking for some diversions, quite harmless in 
themselves, but condemned by the rigid precisians among whom he 
lived, and for whose opinion he had a great respect. The four chief 
sins of which he was guilty were dancing, ringing the bells of the 
parish church, playing at tipcat, and reading the History of Sir Bevis 
of Southampton. A Rector of the school of Laud would have held such 
a young man up to the whole parish as a model. But Bunyan's notions 
of good and evil had been learned in a very different school; and he 
was made miserable by the conflict between his tastes and his 
scruples. 

 When he was about seventeen, he enlisted in the parliamentary 
army, and served during the decisive campaign of 1645. All that we 
know of his military career is that, at the siege of Leicester, one of his 
comrades, who had taken his post, was killed by a shot from the town. 

John Bunyan August 30th 
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Bunyan ever after considered himself as having been saved from 
death by the special interference of Providence. In a few months, 
Bunyan returned home, and married. His wife had some pious 
relations, and brought him, as her only portion, some pious books. 
And now his mind, excitable by nature, very imperfectly disciplined 
by education, and exposed, without any protection, to the infectious 
virulence of the enthusiasm which was then epidemic in England, 
began to be fearfully disordered.  

 In outward things he soon became a strict Pharisee. He was 
constant in attendance at prayers and sermons. His favourite 
amusements were, one after another, relinquished, though not 
without many painful struggles. All Elstow talked of him as an 
eminently pious youth. But his own mind was more unquiet than 
ever. Having nothing more to do in the way of visible reformation, yet 
finding in religion no pleasures to supply the place of the juvenile 
amusements which he had relinquished, he began to apprehend that 
he lay under some special malediction; and he was tormented by a 
succession of fantasies which seemed likely to drive him to suicide or 
to Bedlam. 

 He was troubled by a maniacal impulse which prompted him to 
pray to the trees, to a broomstick, to the parish bull. As yet, however, 
he was only entering the Valley of the Shadow of Death. During the 
next few years he was tormented with frighteningly vivid thoughts, 
which led to his thinking that he had “committed sin against the Holy 
Ghost”. But, at length, the clouds broke and he enjoyed peace and a 
cheerful confidence in the mercy of God. Several years passed before 
he joined a Baptist society at Bedford, and later began preaching. 
Although he was illiterate, he spoke to illiterate men, and his 
sermons had a great effect. 

 However, five years later, in 1660, he was thrown into prison when 
the Restoration gave power to Cavalier gentlemen to oppress the 
Dissenters. They tried to get him to promise to refrain from 
preaching, but, despite the varied methods used, he declared:  "If you 
let me out today, I will preach again tomorrow." For years he lay in a 
dungeon and, even though he thought often of his family (of whom 
one daughter was blind)  and the suffering his lack of financial 
support was causing them, he said "I must, I must do it." 

 He learned to make long tagged thread laces which he passed to 
hawkers, and gave religious instruction to his fellow-captives, 
becoming a pastor to a small group. He studied his few books, chiefly 
the Bible and Fox’s Book of Martyrs. After a while, he began to write. 
‘His writings were coarse, indeed, but they showed a keen mother 
wit, a great command of the homely mother tongue, an intimate 
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knowledge of the English Bible, and a vast and dearly-bought 
spiritual experience. They therefore, when the corrector of the press 
had improved the syntax and the spelling, were well received by the 
humbler class of Dissenters. 

 As the years rolled by, his patience, courage and piety brought 
about a change in his treatment and, in 1671, he was set free. Before 
he left prison he had begun the book which has made his name 
immortal, writing of the stages of the Christian progress. Only when 
the work was complete did he consult his pious friends. Some were 
pleased. Others were much scandalized. ‘It was a vain story, a mere 
romance, about giants, and lions, and goblins, and warriors, 
sometimes fighting with monsters, and sometimes regaled by fair 
ladies in stately palaces.’ But his mind was now in a firm and healthy 
state and he was determined to print his book. 

 At first, sales were very few, and there is no known existence of 
any of the first edition; hence, even the year of publication is 
unknown. Gradually, however, the appeal of the book brought about 
an increased demand and, in 1678, a second edition was produced, 
with additions. Demand was immense and there were six reprints 
during the next four years. In 1684 he published the second part of 
the Pilgrim’s Progress. 

 His standing in society had changed dramatically: the Baptists 
popularly called him ‘Bishop Bunyan’, and his fame and influence 
was far greater than the Dissenting ministers. He rode from Bedford 
to London each year to preach to large and attentive congregations 
and his circuit took him throughout the country. In 1685, non-
conformists were again under threat from the government, and 
Bunyan disguised himself as a waggoner, and preached to his 
congregation wearing a smock-frock, with a cart-whip in his hand. 

 In the summer of 1688, while on a journey to try to settle a quarrel 
between an angry father and his son, he became drenched in heavy 
rain and, on his return to his lodgings on Snow Hill, was  seized with 
a violent fever, and died within a few days. He was buried in Bunhill 
Fields; and the spot where he lies is still regarded by the non-
conformists with a feeling which seems scarcely in harmony with 
the stern spirit of their theology. Many puritans, to whom the 
respect paid by Roman Catholics to the reliques and tombs of saints 
seemed childish or sinful, are said to have begged with their dying 
breath that their coffins might be placed as near as possible to the 
coffin of the author of the Pilgrim's Progress. He is remembered in 
the calendar on August 30th. 

Doug 
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 Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely 
or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try 
to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday – Thursday 9am – 1pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 
844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday 
 in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.30 – 6.30pm  Wednesday  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5 pm  Monday - Saturday subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s,  Alderley: 5 pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5 pm on Wednesday 

  

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 



 

28 

House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 
particular group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  
Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 
 
  

          Ahem ! 
 My father had to have a regular hospital check-up which 
sometimes required a couple of days’ stay. The local funeral director, 
a family friend, has been very helpful, giving lifts to and from the 
hospital. On one occasion, the night before he was due to come home 
the ward  sister approached my father, “Your wife is on the phone,” 
she said with a smile, “she wants to know what time you will be 
ready for the undertaker to collect you.” 

 ———————— 
Road Sign outside the gates of a cemetery 

“DRIVE CAREFULY—WE CAN WAIT FOR YOU” 
——————— 

Two Epitaphs 
Here I lie at the Chancel door, 
Here I lie because I’m poor, 
The further in the more you pay, 
But here lie I as warm as they. 

To a foul-tempered wife 
Should she have gone to realms above, 
Farewell to peace in heavenly love, 
But if she’s sought the lower level, 
The Lord have mercy on the Devil. 

   Monarch Books 

 

Deadline for the September Magazine by August 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         

 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453- 521838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am-12noon)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Acting Organist: Trevor Pierpont     (01454 319 135) 

    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am –12 noon)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Mondays 9.30-10.45am ‘Little Church’ (for under-5s    
and carers) followed by arts and crafts activity in the Parish Room - 
Kate Cropper 07799 474054. Holiday-time start at 10.0am. 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    notic-
es) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 

OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Norman Exell (01453-844384) 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Mrs Frances Neale 01453 543888 
jfn.dursley@gmail.com  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
mailto:jfn.dursley@gmail.com
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 

 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168  
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 


