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The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Wotton-under-Edge; The Parish Church of St. 
Martin of Tours, North Nibley; The Church of St. Nicholas of Myra, Ozleworth; The Parish 
Church of St. Kenelm, Alderley; The Perry and Dawes Almshouses Chapel; The Chapel of 
Ease at Tresham. (North Nibley also publishes its own journal ‘On the Edge’) 

 
CLERGY: 
Vicar:  Rev’d Canon Rob Axford, The Vicarage, Culverhay 

(01453-842 175) 
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Associate Priests:  Rev’d Christine Axford, The Vicarage (01453-842 175)

Rev’d Peter Marsh (01453 547 521 – not after 7.00pm)  
Licensed Reader:     Sue Plant, 3 Old Town (01453-845 157)  
Clergy with permission to officiate: 
 Rev’d John Evans ( 01453-845 320) 
 Rev’d Canon Iain Marchant (01453-844 779) 
Parish Administrator: Parish Office Tues.-Fri, 9-12  
 (01453-842 175)  e-mail: wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
 

 
CHURCHWARDENS: 
Wotton: Alan Bell, 110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 
  Jacqueline Excell, 94 Bearlands. (01453-845 178) 
 
North Nibley: Wynne Holcombe (01453-542 091}  
Alderley, including Robin Evans, ‘The Cottage’, Alderley (01453-845 320) 
Tresham: Susan Whitfield (01666-890 338) 
 
 
 
PARISH OFFICERS: Wotton Parochial Church Council: 
Hon. Secretary: Parish Office (01453-842 175) 
Hon. Treasurer  Joan Deveney, 85 Shepherds Leaze (01453-844370)   
Stewardship Treasurer: Alan Bell,110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 
PCC Vice-chairman  Adrian Davis, 17 Pitman Place (01453-844 393) 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Graham Smith (01453-842 618)     
PCC Members: Joan Deveney, Sarah Guy, Geoff Hill, Anne Parry,   
 Kate Tutty, Hilary Varlow, James Yarker,  
Deanery Synod representatives: Adrian Davis, Irene Perks, Roger Wyse 
 
 
CHURCH BOOKINGS: Parish Office, Tues-Fri, 9-12, (01453-842 175) 
MAGAZINE:  Editor: Douglas Hobbs, Mistral, 10 Tabernacle Road,  
 Wotton-u-Edge (01453-842 300)  
 E-mail: douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
 Copy deadline 14th of preceding month 

 
 

Clergy Days off:  
 Rev’d Rob, Thursday 

Rev’d Christine - usual days off Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
Rev’d Morag - usual days off Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays
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Letter from our Associate Priest 
Dear Friends, 

T HERE IS A LEGEND that if it rains on 15
th

 July, St. Swithun’s Day, 
it will rain for the next forty days; but if it is sunny on that day the 

next forty days will also be warm and sunny. It sometimes feels that’s 
true – especially when looking back at particular summers! 

 Turning to the experts, the Royal Meteorological Society says that 
there are no records of a 40-day drought, nor of 40 days of consecutive 
rainfall. They observe that the middle of July tends to be the time that 
the jet stream settles into a fairly consistent pattern. If it lies north of 
the UK it allows continental high pressure to move in, bringing 
warmth and sunshine. If it stays further south we get Arctic air and 
Atlantic weather systems, altogether colder and wetter. So what we do 
get is a general trend, rather than forty days of the same! 

 It seems to me that life is rather like that. Sometimes it feels that 
nothing is going right and everything seems against us; life is difficult 
and gloomy. At other times everything seems to be good and working 
in our favour; we believe that life will always be sunny. The reality, of 
course is that life has both ups and downs, storms and sunshine, joys 
and sorrows. Life can be as changeable as our British weather and 
sometimes feels very unpredictable. 

 But the sun continues to shine, giving its warmth and light to the 
earth even when we can’t see it. And God is always there for us, even if 
we feel distant from him. In Jesus, God has known human life in all its 
joy and sorrow, all its storms and sunshine. He knows the joy of 
friendship and the betrayal of friends, the celebration of a wedding, 
the sorrow of death, the agony of suffering and the life which endures 
through suffering and death. He is not remote but walks with us in 
life, enfolding us in his love, offering us his warmth and his light. 

 In all the ups and downs of life, reach out to the hand of God - who is 
reaching out to you. 

 With every blessing, 
 Christine 
 
 
 

St. Mary's Art Group 
We have decided to extend the sessions by half an hour in order to 
hopefully get our paintings finished.  In future we shall meet from 1.30 
until 4.00.  The next date is 3rd July.  For any further information 
please ring me on 842641.   

Anne Slann 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for July: 
 
Wednesday 5

th
 July 

Members’ Summer Outing to Highfield Garden Centre 
Details from Sue or Pauline 
 
Wednesday 19

th
 July 9.30am Corporate Communion 

3
rd

 Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ Union 
members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish Room. We welcome 
everyone to join us, both at the service and for coffee afterwards. 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTICE 

Wotton Deanery Strawberry Tea 
in aid of Summer of Hope Event 

 

Cam Methodist Church Hall, Chapel Street, GL11 5NU 

Saturday 15
th

 July 2.30 – 4.00pm 
 

Tickets £5 each available from Sue 

Everyone welcome to this event. 
 

 
Please note there are no branch meetings in August 

 

Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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 Sea Sunday, July 9th 
 

 On Sea Sunday we remember, pray and give 
thanks for, seafarers of the world on whom, in this 
country, we depend for over 90% of our food and 
materials. 

 We pray for them and for The Mission to Seafarers which, 
through its 200 Seafarer Centres in over 50 countries, provides 
material and spiritual support to all those sailing the Seven Seas 
regardless of colour, class or creed. 

 For those crew members who are able to get ashore - if only for a 
short time — such centres are havens of rest and relaxation, and 
enable them, via the Internet, to contact their loved ones whom, in 
many cases, they will not have seen for many months. 

 Our parish maintains links, not only with the Mission 
headquarters in London but, more closely, with our local Port of 
Bristol Seafarers' Centre at Royal Portbury Dock, and we are 
fortunate this year in having the Reverend Jeremy Hellier, who is 
the Anglican Chaplain there, to speak to us at the 10.15 a.m. service 
at Saint Mary's on Sea Sunday. 

 There will be a Retiring Collection at that service for the work of 
the Seafarers' Centre at Royal Portbury Dock, and I would urge you 
to give generously to this most-deserving Anglican charity. 

 For some years now, thanks to the generosity of so many people 
from our congregation, including members of the Co-Workers of 
Mother Teresa group, and others from outside our church, we have 
supplied woollen hats and Neck-Warmers to our local Seafarers' 
Centre and, from our own experience, we know that they are always 
much appreciated. 

 As a matter of interest, since last Sea Sunday, Rita and I have 
delivered 212 woollen hats and 45 Neck-Warmers — a quite 
astounding contribution to the welfare of those seafarers visiting 
our local ports of Royal Portbury and Avonmouth. 

 If anyone would like to have a Mission to Seafarers Collecting 
Box, I shall be only too pleased to supply one and, if anyone who is 
not currently one of our knitters, and would like to join the "crew", 
Rita will be happy to supply an appropriate pattern. 

 With my most grateful thanks for all your support, and with my 
love and prayers, I am,  

John Ballantyne 

Saint Mary's Mission to Seafarers Parish Link 
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Readings for July 
2

nd
  3

rd
 after Trinity 

  Jeremiah 28: 5-9;  Romans 6: 12-end; Matthew 10: 40-end 

9
th

  4
th

 after Trinity 

  Zechariah 9: 9-12;  Romans 7: 15-25a;  Matthew 11: 16-19,  

25-end 

16
th

  5
th

 after Trinity 

  Isaiah 55: 1-13;   Romans 8: 1-11; Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

23
rd

  6
th

 after Trinity 

  Isaiah 44: 6-8;   Romans 8: 12-25; Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

30
th

  7
th

 after Trinity 

  1 Kings 3: 5-12;  Romans 8: 26-end; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

 

 

 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local Ministry 
Team (LMT) 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable and 

encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, Rev’d 

Morag  Langley,   Adrian   Davis, Joan Deveney, Martin Dove, 

Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 
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Community Members Update (Ascension) 
2017 

 Mark Berry (community mission mobiliser) and I are about to 
become published authors! 
 Our new (very slim) Grove Book is entitled ‘The Forgotten 
Factor: placing community at the heart of mission.” You can see why 
we think it might be of interest to the members of the CMS 
Community. It’s just been published and you can buy a copy from 
the Grove Books website. 
 At the heart of the book is a conviction that mission and 
community must be held together and that both suffer if they are 
not. To quote Leslie Newbigin (in words, sadly, I only came across 
after writing) ‘An unchurchly mission is as much a monstrosity as 
an unmissionary Church’ (from ‘The Household of God’). 
 If we see the church, as we should, as a body, then we can see 
mission both as a breathing in and a breathing out of the body – 
remembering, of course the intimate connection in biblical thought 
between breath and Spirit. A Christian community that breathes in 
healthily is one that draws people into the embrace of its 
community. How good do you think the local Christian community 
you belong to is at this healthy breathing in? How naturally 
attractive and attractional are you? And what might need to change 
that you might be more so? 
 But healthy bodies need to breathe out as well if they are to 
survive, let alone thrive. Christian communities breathe out as they 
send their members, individually and together, out in mission. 
Whilst we care deeply about the in-breathing of the church, CMS 
particularly calling over the centuries has been to enable the church 
of God to breathe out effectively; to enable the people of God to be 
sent effectively in local and global mission. 
 My hope and prayer is that your belonging to the CMS 
Community enhances your sense of being sent – and of being sent in 
community. But please pray with me, too, that many others will join 
our community and experience for themselves that great sense of 
being sent together in mission. 
 With my love and prayers, in Christ 
 Philip,  Canon Philip Mounstephen (Executive Leader) 

PS Don't forget to look out for The Call dropping through your 
letterbox any day now! In addition to a brilliant cover story on 
refugees in Lebanon, there are two articles about Partnership for 
Missional Church - one featuring wrestling (literally) in one 
Nottingham church. If you'd like to understand more about this 
exciting new area of work there's a new video featuring some 
ringside action! 

http://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-4Y3AZ-8XA3PA-2MYGYF-1/c.aspx
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Children’s Church  
There will be some activities left in the Catherine Chapel on Sundays 2nd, 
9th and 23rd. Story sacks and books are available from the Children’s 
Corner to be taken to the pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Little Church 
Meet at 9.30am in the church, followed by snacks and activities in the 
Parish Room at 10.00 
3rd: Summer 
10th: Moving On 
17th: Teddy Bears Picnic in the Vicarage Garden; start at 10.30.  
      Bring and Share lunch 
24th: Meet at 10.00 in the Parish Room 
31st: Meet at 10.00 in the Parish Room 
 

For more details, contact Zoe 07776 123565 
 
Messy Church 
This goes to the Fete on July 8th – see details elsewhere in the magazine 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Communions: 
16th: Sown in your heart 
30th: Snapshots of the Kingdom 

For more details, contact the Parish Office 01453 842175 
 

Prayer for July: 

God be with us, God be in us, 
God be around us, God be behind us.  
Sow in our hearts the good seeds 
of love and joy and peace, 
that we may bless those around us. Amen. 
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   Letter from Lisa 
 Last month I was in Lebanon, meeting Christian leaders from 
Syria— our partners serving refugees. They are so grateful to be able 
to demonstrate God’s love practically with visits, food and 
medicines, because of your provision through Open Doors. When we 
were praying at the end of our time together, one courageous sister 
who has endured kidnap but continues working in Aleppo said 
quietly, ”I have the impression that, just as when Jesus was carrying 
His cross and it became too heavy for Him, Simon stepped in to share 
the load — that is what you are doing for us." In the face of 
insurmountable need, they are full of stories of how God is at work. 
 In Iraq, too, though the problem is complex and vast, progress in 
living out so—called Islamic State (IS) is providing a glimmer of 
hope. Each country is different — and the needs of the people are 
changing rapidly — but the longing to return home unites both. And 
in both there’s clearly a huge need to rebuild, though the obstacles 
seem insuperable. No electricity. No water. That’s why the return of 
families to their homes in Iraq seems like a prophetic act. 
 Of course, it's not just homes that need rebuilding — it's the trust 
between people, the reconciliation. That’s where Christians can 
truly play their part. 
 Pastor Edward says: "We strongly believe that we are 
ambassadors of heaven. That means that we are a kind of outpost for 
the kingdom of Christ and the values of Christ. So, instead of 
revenge: forgiveness. Instead of hatred: love. Instead of killing: 
giving life.” 
 Speaking up for our brothers and sisters now is critical in giving 
encouragement to all who want to return and rebuild, as well as 
providing the right political climate for them to do so. That’s why the 
global petition is so important. Iraqi church leader Thabet says, "We 
will need international support and protection. That is the only way 
our future as Christians in this country can be guaranteed. I just 
signed this petition myself. Please join me.” 
 If you haven't already, please Sign the petition now — at www. 
opendoorsukorg — because the more of us who act together, the 
stronger the ’spiritual house’ will be. 
 There’s a wonderful word that stonemasons and dry-stone wallers 
use for the stones that fill the gaps in a wall: it’s called ’hearting'. The 
tighter the hearting, the stronger the wall. You and I are the hearting 
for Christians in Syria and Iraq, living stones that make them strong 
— and it‘s exciting to be used in this way because, however small the 
offering, God can multiply it. Every signature, prayer and gift 
enables His people to face the future, making the possibility of 
returning and rebuilding more bearable, more achievable. 
 So, thanking you for continuing to believe in a future for your 
brothers and sisters, 
 Lisa Pearce CEO, Open Doors UK&Ireland 
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Letter from Roger Wyse 
 
Dear Doug, 
 Last week during our House Group session, Iain Marchant 
advised that you might be grateful for brief articles on 
subjects such as Missionary Societies and Charities. 
 I have attached an Introduction to the Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, which Shirley and I have supported financially 
and with prayer for a number of years.  I trust that it is the 
sort of thing that you are looking for.  Perhaps other people 
can be encouraged to contribute along similar lines - I 
believe that members of our congregations have interests in 
mission in various parts of Africa and India; then there is 
the RNLI and the new Credit Union........ 

 
 

Introducing MAF – Mission Aviation 
Fellowship 

 MAF is a rather unusual Christian charity; instead of being a 
traditional Missionary Society, it owns and flies about 130 very 
small aircraft to places not served by any commercial airlines to 
transform the lives of the world's most isolated people in need in 55 
countries around the world. 

 Essentially, the vision is that all the food and medicines in the 
world won’t save a single malnourished sick person that it can’t 
reach. This is where MAF comes in. They enable thousands of aid, 
relief and mission projects in really remote places, as that's where 
some of the greatest human needs are. In today's 'connected world', 
the irony is that never have so many people been so isolated. Flying 
onto desert and jungle airstrips, lakes and rivers, tracks and roads, 
MAF’s light aircraft and their mission pilots go the extra miles to 
provide a lifeline. 

 The aircraft are either Cessnas or the larger Kodiaks carrying 
between 3 and 9 passengers or cargo; both are single engine and 
single pilot aircraft, so the range of skills and responsibilities are 
quite challenging. 

 Working in partnership with about 1,000 other Christian and 
relief organisations, MAF enables practical help, physical healing, 
and spiritual hope to be delivered to many of the most remote and 
inaccessible communities on the planet. It’s a great partnership – 
and supporters can help make it possible.  For more information 
and ways you can help, please see www.maf-uk.org 
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 The road to nowhere  

Read: Utterly pointless, says the Teacher, a 
waste of time. Everything is utterly futile. What 
do people gain from all the toil at which they toil 
under the sun? A generation goes, and a 
generation comes, but the earth remains for 

ever. The sun rises and the sun goes down, and hurries to the place where it 
rises. The wind blows to the south, and goes round to the north; round and round 

it circuits before it finally returns.          Ecclesiastes 1:2-6  

Ponder: Occasionally in life we have a clear sense of purpose, a goal that we feel 
able to strive towards with single-minded determination. Often, though, it is very 
different. Like the Teacher in the book of Ecclesiastes, we feel we are going  
round and round in circles, treading the same old ground, trapped on a road to 
nowhere. Somehow, we cannot seem to find the fulfilment we anticipated, even 
when we succeed in that goal of ours. We find ourselves in a rut from which there 
seems to be no escape, overwhelmed by a sense of helplessness and futility in 

the face of the constant grind to help pay the bills, meet the mortgage and so on. 

 If that's how you feel, then the book of Ecclesiastes may come as a breath of 
fresh air. These are not the sort of words we usually associate with scripture - 
indeed, we might well wonder how they got into the Bible at all - but get in they did 
and thank God for it. The stark realities that we prefer to brush aside are exposed 
here, forcing us to reflect on the deeper meaning of life. For the Teacher that 
finally brings him back to God - the one who is before all, behind all and beyond 
all. The Christian is able to take things one stage further, for in Christ we have 
been given a new sense of purpose: a kingdom that we daily work towards tn 
faith, a goal of growing closer to Christ, the promise of eternal life. Whether it’s the 
words of the Apostle Paul about pressing on towards the goal; of Hebrews 
concerning the city of God; or of Jesus about the coming of the kingdom of 
heaven - each time the message is the same. We are not on the road to nowhere 
but on a journey that leads us to the ultimate destination - into the very presence 

of God! 

Ask yourself: Have you lost your sense of direction in life? Do you feel as though 
you’re going round in circles? Is it time to recommit yourself afresh to the journey 

of faith? 

Pray: Gracious God, as the years have passed, so my energy and enthusiasm for 

life have passed with them. Though some of my goals have been realised, many  
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have not and probably never will be, and the idealism of my youth has slowly been 
replaced by a world-weary cynicism. Instead of eagerly anticipating the future, I am 
content now simply to get by, living from one day to the next. Yet, in Christ, you 
have been given a hope that never fades and a purpose that endures for ever, 
opening up a life of infinite possibilities and constant new beginnings. 

 Open my eyes to that wonderful truth, and so, whatever hopes may be dashed 
or goals thwarted, may I continue always to travel in faith, looking forward to that 
day when your kingdom shall come and your will be done, in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

Remember: Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?’ Jesus answered him, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ 

 John 14:5—6a 

Close: Lord Jesus Christ, may the promise of your kingdom and your call to share 
in building it continue to inspire me, today and every day. Amen. 

‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 

 

Letter from the Editor 
 Last month I was talking with Canon Ian after he had written 
about  Christian Aid, and he offered to write something about the 
charities which he supported. He also thought that this might appeal 
to some of the readers of our Magazine, and this month Roger Wyse 
has kindly written about MAF, a charity from which I do print 
extracts in our magazine. 

 I was looking through the back numbers of the magazine and it 
was obvious that there was more written by readers of the magazine 
then than is the case now, so please, I would be grateful and 
delighted if you would spend a few moments to write a few lines 
about a charity which you support, a book review, or your thoughts 
about anything which you think might interest our readers. Think 
of the magazine as a referral system, and the people who are trying 
to do things in the parish can get a feel of the support they have for 
their ideas by looking at the magazine. We/they would really 
welcome your comments on what is being done in our life here at St. 
Mary’s. We are all members of our church—let us share our 
thoughts, and if you do not wish your name to be printed at the end 
of what you write, then please ask and it will be done. You can leave 
it in the Parish Office or send it by e-mail: bottom of page 28. 
 Thank you,  
 Doug 
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James, the son of Zebedee, was called along with his brother 
John to be one of Jesus’ twelve apostles who would 
accompany him on his ministry. James appears in the lists of 
apostles in the synoptic gospels as well as Acts. James and 
his brother John were given the nickname “Boanerges” (sons 
of thunder) by Jesus; some believe this was a reference to 
their tempers. 

 The gospel texts offer no information on how old James might 
have been when he became one of Jesus’ disciples. 

 According to Acts, James was beheaded by Herod Agrippa I who 
ruled Palestine from 41 to 44 CE. This is the only biblical account of 
one of Jesus’ apostles being martyred for his activities. 

 James, like his brother John, came from a fishing village along 
the shores of the Sea of Galilee. A reference in Mark to “hired 
servants” suggests that their family was relatively prosperous. 
After joining Jesus’ ministry, James likely would have travelled 
throughout Palestine. A 17th-century tradition says that he visited 
Spain before his martyrdom and that his body was later brought to 
Santiago de Compostela, still a shrine and pilgrimage site. 

 James, along with his brother John, is portrayed in the gospels 
as  perhaps being more important than most of the other apostles. 
He was present at the resurrection of Jairus’ daughter, at Jesus’ 
transfiguration, and at the Garden of Gethsemane before Jesus was 
arrested. 

 Other than a few references to him in the New Testament, 
however, we have no information about who James was or what he 
did. 

 James was one of the apostles who sought power and authority 
above the others, something that Jesus reproached him for: 

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came unto him, 
saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us 
whatsoever we shall desire. 

And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 
They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. (Mark 10: 
35-40) 

 Jesus uses this occasion to repeat his lesson about how a person 
who wants to be “great” in the kingdom of God must learn to be the 
“least” here on earth, serving all others and putting them ahead of 
one’s own needs and desires. Not only are James and John rebuked 

James the Apostle July 25th 

https://www.thoughtco.com/jesus-calls-the-twelve-apostles-248679
https://www.thoughtco.com/what-are-the-synoptic-gospels-700268
https://www.thoughtco.com/crescent-moon-symbol-4122759
https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-the-dead-sea-biblical-history-248846
https://www.thoughtco.com/transfiguration-of-our-lord-jesus-christ-542484
https://www.thoughtco.com/why-did-jesus-have-to-die-700645
http://lds.about.com/od/ldsscriptures/tp/Resources-For-New-Testament-Studies.htm
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for seeking their own glory, but the rest are rebuked for being jealous 
of this. 

 This is one of the few occasions where Jesus is recorded as having 
much to say about political power — for the most part, he sticks to 
religious issues. In chapter 8 he spoke against being tempted by the 
“leaven of the Pharisees...and of the leaven of Herod,” but when it 
comes to specifics he has always focused on the problems with the 
Pharisees. 

 James suffered martyrdom in AD 44. According to the tradition of 
the early Church, he had not yet left Jerusalem at this time. An 
argument supporting this assertion is based on St Paul's Epistle to the 
Romans, written after AD 44, in which he expressed his intention to 
avoid "building on someone else's foundation" by visiting Spain, 
suggesting that he knew of no previous evangelisation in Hispania. 

 The tradition was not unanimously admitted afterwards, while 
numerous modern scholars, following Louis Duchesne and T. E. 
Kendrick, reject it. (According to Kendrick, even if one admits the 
existence of miracles, James' presence in Spain is impossible.) The 
Bollandists however defended it. The suggestion began to be made 
from the 9th century that, as well as evangelizing in Iberia, his body 
may have been brought to Compostela. No earlier tradition places the 
burial of St. James in Hispania. A rival tradition places the relics of 
the apostle in the church of St. Saturnin at Toulouse; if any physical 
relics were ever involved, they might plausibly have been divided 
between the two. 

 The Catholic Encyclopaedia (1908) registered several "difficulties" 
or bases for doubts of this tradition, beyond the late appearance of the 
legend. 

Doug 

Creative Wotton 
 Come and see what amazing talent there is in Wotton and pick up a 
bargain or two at the exhibition of local artists which will be held in St 
Mary’s Church from 14

th
 – 17

th
 September 2017.  All the exhibits will be 

for sale and there will be something to suit every taste. None of the ex-
hibits will have a formal price, so any reasonable offer will be accepted. 
All the profits will go towards the re-ordering of St. Mary’s Church. 
 There will be demonstrations and taster sessions by local crafters 
and artists and a talk on the new altar rail kneeler. 
 Refreshments will be available as well as soup at lunchtime. The ex-
hibition will be open from 10-4, Thursday to Saturday and 12-4 on Sun-
day. 
 If you have items to put in the exhibition or would like to help in any 
way please contact Kate Tutty on 844371 or Gillian Carpenter on 843317. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/pharisees-profile-of-the-pharisees-248822
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_to_the_Romans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Duchesne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bollandist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saturnin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Encyclopedia
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Diary for July 
 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton,  
St.  Martin’s,  North  Nibley,   St.   Kenelm’s,  
Alderley,                             

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 
1

st  
Saturday,  2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 
Room; 7.30pm Tyndale Choral Society Concert in St. Mary’s 

 
2

nd 
Sunday,  3

rd
 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
3

rd 
 Monday, Thomas the Apostle: 9.30am Little Church at St. 

Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-fives and carers 
starting in the church, then moving to the Parish Room; 
10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. 
Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room; 7.30pm Evening 
Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s. 

5
th  

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 7.00 North 
Nibley PCC meeting 

7
th  

Friday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
8

th  
Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm St. Mary’s Summer Fete 

 
9

th  
Sunday,  4

th
 Sunday after Trinity. Sea Sunday 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist for Sea Sunday with guest speaker 

Rev’d Jeremy Hellier at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
10

th 
Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 
moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry 
and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the 
Parish Room. 7.30pm Churches Together in Wotton forum 
meeting at The Ark 

12
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.30pm 
Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 7.30pm Wotton PCC 
meeting in the Parish Room 

14
th 

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 
15

th 
Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 
Room; 3.00pm Priesting of Morag Langley at Gloucester 
Cathedral. 7.30pm Sackbuts Without Borders at St Martin’s, all 
profits in aid of Medecins Sans Frontiers (Doctors without 



 

17 

Borders) 
16

th 
Sunday,  5

th
 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Family Eucharist presided by Rev’d Morag Langley at 

St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
  6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
17

th
  Monday, 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 10.30am 

Little Church Teddy Bears’ Picnic in the Vicarage Garden (if 
wet in the church); 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in 
the Parish Room. 

19
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ 
Union Corporate Communion); 5.30pm Prayer Space in the 
Catherine Chapel 

20
th 

Thursday, 9.30am North Nibley Primary School Leavers 
Service at St. Martin’s 

21
st 

Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 10.30am Blue 
Coat School Leavers Service at St. Mary’s. 

22
nd 

Saturday, Mary Magdalene: 12.00pm Wedding of Vicky 
Germanaite and Chris Tabbenor; 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake 
Fundraiser in the Parish Room, 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with 
incense at St. Mary’s. 
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rd 
Sunday,  6

th
 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  2.30pm Baptism of Zara Lewis at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
24

th
 Monday, 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers in the Parish Room; 10.00am 
Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s 
Together Games in the Parish Room. 

25
th 

Tuesday, James the Apostle: 10.15am Quarter Peal by Young 
Bell Ringers Cycling Tour at St. Mary’s; 7.30am Evening 
Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s; 7.30pm Co-Workers of 
Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room. 

26
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.30pm 
Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel;. 

28
th 

Friday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s. 
29

th 
Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 
Room 

 
30

th 
Sunday,  7

th
 Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
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 9.30am Matins at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Communion at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
31

st 
Monday, 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers in the Parish Room; 10.00am 
Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s 
Together Games in the Parish Room. 

 
 
 

Early Notices for August 
 
2

nd 
Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

4
th 

Friday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
5

th 
Saturday,  2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 
Room; 4.00 – 6.00pm Wotton Bell Ringers’ Peal 

 
6

th 
Sunday, August The Transfiguration of our Lord and 8

th
 Sunday 

after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

14
th

 May  Ruben Elijah Alfie Goodwin (St. Mary’s) 
11

th
 June  Charlotte Alice Summer Thorneycroft-Taylor  

    (St. Martin’s) 
    Aaliyah-Rose Shaw (St. Mary’s) 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 

20
th

 May  Shona Hanlon and Oliver Moore (St. Mary’s) 
10

th
 June  Fenella Aylwin and Jonathan Head (St. Martin’s) 

 
FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

“Behold! I make all things new” 

10
th

 May  Elsie F. Davies (92) (St. Mary’s) 
23

rd
 May  Sidney H. King (85) (St. Mary’s) (thanksgiving) 

26
th

 May  Francis R. Pedley (88) (St. Mary’s) (thanksgiving) 
6

th
   June  Irene P. Mann (95) (St. Mary’s) 
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Mercyships 

The Gift of Sight 
 Two years ago, cataracts began to cloud Leopold's vision. The 45-
year-old father-of—six didn't know what to do: medical help was 
completely unaffordable for him and his relatives. And as his eyesight 
deteriorated, his friends vanished. Leopold used to spend long 
evenings with them, sitting by the beach and talking into the night. 
"But they don’t invite me out anymore, and no one comes around," he 
said. 

 After two years of living in darkness, Leopold heard about the free 
surgery available on the Africa Mercy, and in January this year, he 
found himself in one of our operating theatres. A day later, he could 
read a chart ten feet away, and, two weeks on, his sight was back to 
normal. 

 Now Leopold is ready to get on with his life. "I’ll do any kind of job 
I can — I want to work," he says. And the friends who deserted him? 
"I’ll welcome them back into my home. I'll be so glad to finally see 
them." Your generosity has given Leopold his life back. 

 Give a gift to help more people like Leopold. 

 

The Tennis-ball Tumour 
 When David was five, a small painful mass started growing on his 
neck. His family tried to get help, but they could only afford cheap 
treatments, and nothing made any difference. 
 By the time David was 10, the tumour had grown dramatically, and 
the family went to the local hospital. They were told that surgery 
would cost them 300,000CFA - around £400. David's parents were 
distraught; "We did everything we could, but we had no money to pay 
for him," they said. 
 David had nowhere else to turn. He tried to avoid going outside, so 
he didn't have to deal with the shame and ridicule. "Did you swallow a 
tennis ball?” the local children would ask him, laughing. 
 But then his mother, Diane, saw the Africa Mercy arriving in 
Cotonou. She knew this was their chance. Diane and David joined the 
queues of people waiting to be seen by the Mercy Ships screening 
team. They lined up for six days, sometimes sleeping in the rain. But 
their persistence paid off. David got an appointment. 
 David's tumour was removed on the Africa Mercy for free by expert 
maxillofacial surgeons — and soon afterwards, he was able to see his 
face without the "tennis ball" for the first time in eight years. 
 Diane and her son couldn’t wait to return home and share the 
news. "Our neighbours hugged him and were overjoyed to see him 
without the tumour," Diane said. David no longer had to hide away in 
shame. Thanks to your generosity, he was set free.  
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William Wilberforce is remembered for his work in the struggle 
to end the slave trade, and then slavery itself, in the British 
colonies. He was born in Kingston-upon-Hull on August 24

th
, 

1759, the son of a prosperous merchant family which had little 
to do with slave-trading. . (His birthplace is now preserved as 
the Wilberforce House Museum). 

At Cambridge, he became a close friend of the future Prime 
Minister, William Pitt the Younger. In 1780, when Wilberforce was 
just twenty-one, the youngest age possible for election to the House 
of Commons, he became the representative for his home town. Four 
years later, he was returned to Parliament for the county seat of 
Yorkshire. 1785 marked a turning point in his career, when he 
experienced a conversion to evangelical Christianity.  

 From then onwards he approached politics from a position of 
strict Christian morality. In 1786, he carried through the House of 
Commons a bill for amending criminal law which failed to pass the 
Lords, a pattern which was to be repeated during his abolitionist 
career. The following year he founded the Proclamation Society (to 
suppress the publication of obscenity) which had, as its aim, the 
suppression of vice and the reformation of public manners. Later, in 
1787, at the suggestion of the Prime Minister, William Pitt the 
Younger, he helped to found the Society for Effecting the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade--the latter more commonly called the Anti-
Slavery Society. He and his associates were at first called the Saints 
and, afterwards, (from 1797) the Clapham Sect, of which Wilberforce 
was the acknowledged leader.  

Wilberforce promised to look over the evidence which Thomas 
Clarkson had amassed against the trade. As he did so, he clearly 
become genuinely horrified and resolved to give the abolition 
movement his support. Working closely with Clarkson, he presented 
evidence to a committee of the Privy Council during 1788. This 
episode did not go as planned. Some of the key witnesses against the 
trade, apparently bribed or intimidated, changed their story and 
testified in favour; but, in the country at large, abolitionist 
sentiment was growing rapidly.  

While the king's illness and the Regency Bill crisis no doubt 
supplanted the slave trade as the chief topic of political conversation 
in the winter of 1788-9, by the spring the king had recovered and 
abolition was once more at the top of the agenda. It was under these 
circumstances that Wilberforce prepared to present his Abolition 
Bill before the House of Commons. This speech, the most important 

William Wilberforce  July 30th 
30th 



 

21 

of  Wilberforce's life to that point, was praised in the newspapers as 
being one of the most eloquent ever to have been heard in the 
House. Indeed, The Star reported that “the gallery of the House of 
Commons on Tuesday was crowded with Liverpool Merchants; who 
hung their heads in sorrow - for the African occupation of bolts and 
chains is no more”. 

 The newspaper was premature in sounding the death knell of 
the slave trade: Wilberforce re-introduced the Abolition Bill almost 
every year in the 1790s, but little progress was made, even though 
Wilberforce remained optimistic for the long-term success of the 
cause. He directed some of his efforts into other arenas, largely 
evangelical or philanthropic, and was instrumental in setting up 
organisations such as The Bible Society and The Society for 
Bettering the Condition of the Poor. In 1797 he published a book, A 
Practical View of the Prevailing Religious System of Professed 
Christians, a work of popular theology with a strong evangelical 
hue which sold well on publication and throughout the nineteenth 
century.  

On May 30
th

, 1797, after a short romance, he married Barbara 
Ann Spooner.  

After many failures to get the statute made law, Wilberforce 
pursued his beliefs doggedly until, finally on February 23

rd
, 1807, 

Parliament voted overwhelmingly in favour of the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. The Abolition Act received the Royal Assent (became 
law) on March 25th 1807 but, although the trade in slaves had 
become illegal in British ships, slavery remained a reality in 
British colonies.  

Wilberforce, himself, was privately convinced that the 
institution of slavery should be entirely abolished, but understood 
that there was little political will for emancipation. He supported 
Catholic Emancipation and the Corn Laws. His health was poor, 
however, and in 1812 he resigned the large and arduous seat of 
Yorkshire for the pocket borough of Bramber. In the same year he 
started work on the Slave Registration Bill, which he saw as 
necessary to ensure compliance with the Abolition Act. If slaves 
were registered, he argued, it could be proved whether or not they 
had been recently transported from Africa. The Prime Minister, 
Spencer Perceval, supported the Bill, but was assassinated shortly 
after. Thereafter, Wilberforce's efforts met with increasing 
resistance from the government. In 1815, with the government 
again blocking progress, Wilberforce publicly declared that as they 
would not support him, he felt himself no longer bound by their 
line on emancipation.  

Doug 



 

22 

News from MAF 
It’s a privilege and pleasure to fly the Not Impossible Labs 

team and to enable missionaries Chris and Nadia Low to 

transform refugees’ lives in troubled South Sudan 

 Imagine creating prosthetic arms in the middle of a remote village 
in Africa! Thanks to not-for-profit organisation Not Impossible Labs —  
a high-tech company helping victims of war and violence in South 
Sudan — the world's first 3D printing prosthetic laboratory was 
established in the unlikely location of Sudan's Nuba Mountains. 

 ‘Not Impossible Labs,’ says founder Mick Ebeling, 'is working on a 
wide array of different projects — from ways to helping deaf people, to 
equipment for people with cerebral palsy. 

 His team first came here three years ago-flying with MAF to Yida, 
then travelling overland to the Nuba Mountains in neighbouring 
Sudan to work alongside Dr. Tom Catena, one of the region’s few 
physicians. 

 When the team arrived, 14-year-old Daniel, who lost both arms 
when his Nuba village was bombed, said he was so depressed he 
wished he had died. But when the team made him a prosthetic arm, 
Daniel was again able to feed himself, throw a ball and play with all 
the other children. 

 Not Impossible Labs also provided ten villagers with printers, 
laptops, supplies and training so they could continue printing 
prosthetic arms when the team left. 

Training refugees 
 Recently. Not Impossible Labs personnel flew aain with MAF to 
help provide prosthetics in Yida and the Nuba Mountains, where 
ongoing conflict has left large numbers of amputees.  

 ‘The  prosthetic arm,’ says Mick, ‘has improved greatly and the 
process has been refined. A fully wearable arm now takes as little as 
four hours to produce. Before that, it took up to 20 hours—electricity 
permitting!’ 
 During the trip, they printed a new prosthetic arm for Daniel, 
distributed a further five limbs, and trained two more people to use 
the printer. 

 ‘Our goal’ smiles Mick, ’is to go into refugee camps and train people 
to make prosthetics on their own.’ 

 Thanks to MAF, that goal is closer to being achieved. 

Sharing Jesus in a tent 
 Missionary Chris Low knows Not Impossible Labs well, having 
worked with them to develop a model for prosthetic hands from 
locally available materials. 
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 Chris and his wife Nadia work for Pioneers Australia. They 
moved to Yida in May 2016 to serve a settlement hosting 70,000 
refugees from the Nuba Mountains. On arrival, the intense heat in 
the middle of the day made their tent feel like an oven, so they 
depend on God’s strength as they go through their daily routines. 

 ‘We partner with Nuban pastors, teachers and healthcare 
workers,’ explains Nadia-a qualified doctor— ‘to show the love of 
Jesus to unreached people now living in Yida. We are developing 
relationships, learning the language and learning to be part of the 
community here.’ 

 Nadia uses her skills and experience to teach nurses at the 
Samaritan’s Purse malnutrition centre, train midwives using three 
donated ultrasound machines, and provide health evangelism 
training for the community. 

 Chris also helps Samaritan's Purse to convert the camp's water 
pumps to solar power. 

 The couple disciples a group of young people who lead outreach 
in their local high school. ‘Our son Manny,’ Nadia says, 'is our most 
effective missionary, as he plays, smiles and does his baby thing to 
bring joy to others. 

 'As we settle here, I realise I'm so blessed to have help and 
friendship from the women around me. They invite me into their 
homes and teach me how to prepare local dishes. One even said to 
me, as she helped in the kitchen, "Us women, we need each other. 
We need to share the work." 

 'Reflecting on the love I feel as they share their life with me, I 
recall the words of 1 Thessalonians 2:8 (NLT): "We loved you so 
much that we shared with you not only God's Good News but our 
own lives, too."’ 

 Travelling by road is unthinkable due to the insecurity, but 
Nadia says our new Cessna 182 makes a perfect alternative. 'Our 
flight on MAF's C182 was awesome,’ grins Nadia. 'Our pilot was 
lovely. We felt extremely blessed to be able to fly in it.’ 

 Thanks to MAF, God's glory is being proclaimed among the 
nations. 

Pray for Peace 

Pray for an end to the war raging in South Sudan, where 
more than 50% of the population is said to follow Christ, and 
that the unrest blighting the lives of those in Sudan—South 
Sudan’s largely Muslim neighbour—will also end peacefully. 
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The Messenger 

Letter from the Bishop of Tewkesbury,  
the Rt Rev’d Robert Springett 

Opening new paths to faith Imagination: 

Investing in our engagement with baptism families to spark 

an amazing adventure with Jesus Christ 

O NE OF THE SIGHTS that will stay with me all my life is of a group 
of Ugandan children drawing water from a well at their school. As 

they lifted the heavy pump they sang and danced, thankful for the 
amazing and precious gift of water. We, so used to simply turning the 
tap and finding it there, take this gift so often for granted, yet it is 
essential. We need it to wash, to be clean, to protect ourselves from 
germs and infection, and we need it to keep ourselves alive – without 
it we die! 
  It should be no surprise therefore that it is this precious gift that 
we use in baptism, ordinary water out of the tap, over which we 
remember the great story of our faith and by which we pray those 
baptised may be cleansed from sin, born again, renewed in faith, and 
continue for ever living the risen life that is found in Jesus Christ. 
 To be baptised is to be called to live life to the full, to begin an 
amazing journey with Jesus Christ, who gives us life and wants us to 
journey with him. It won’t always be easy – that is not his promise – 
but it will always, even in adversity, be filled with new possibilities, 
with hope and potential, for this is God’s gift to us, that he has made 
us, loves us and calls us to life. 
 An amazing invitation indeed, offered for all, awaiting just one 
thing, a response from us... 
 

Making a difference for baptism families 
 “This has been really good, so different from last time,” a parent 
said as she told me how her parish had welcomed her. “I met a really 
nice ‘man vicar’ at Mums and Toddlers’, who gave me the 
information. Then we were invited to church to talk about the 
Christening which I really enjoyed. I met the lady ‘Reverend’ and 
some other ladies from the church who will be there on Sunday, and 
now you have come to see us. Last time there was nothing, I just 
phoned up and we went to the church on the day.” 
  It isn’t really appropriate to punch the air and shout ‘yes!’ as you 
walk away from such a visit, but I really wanted to. This church is 
making baptism a mission priority - they really are taking the bigger 
Kingdom view, that engaging with baptism families is a step in 
sparking an amazing adventure with Jesus Christ. Although their 
professions mean this family will never be long-term members of this 
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church, the baptism is very much an important part of their faith 
journey. 
  On the day, the ladies were there to welcome, to read and to 
encourage. During the service, I wrapped a blanket made by a 
member of the congregation, around the baby. The “Ahh” which rose 
from the family and friends was a significant response to a 
meaningful symbol of welcome and belonging. 
  Find out more about the Archbishops’ Council Research into 
Baptisms and the ideas and resources available at 

https://churchsupporthub.org/baptisms or contact Jo at 
jwetherall@glosdioc.org.uk 

The Rev’d Jo Wetherall,  
Diocesan Children and Families Officer 
 

Saying Goodbye: Remembrance Service 
Saturday 1 July, 6pm, Tewkesbury Abbey 

A service for anyone who has either personally lost a baby at any 
stage of pregnancy, at birth or in early years, or who has been affected 
by a family member’s or friend’s loss.  We welcome anyone who is 
grieving the fact that they haven't had children. Babies and children 
are also invited to come with their family. 

 
Baptism bears bringing families back to church 
 St Lawrence’s Church in Cheltenham is using personal invitation 
and a special gift to welcome baptism families back to church. 
  A member of the congregation knits a teddy bear for every child 
baptised at the church. Last Pentecost, they held a Pentecost Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic when all the children were invited to bring their teddies 
and families for a Messy Church-style session with craft activities. 
Around 50 people came to the picnic and one family have become 
regular worshippers. 
  All families are sent a personal invitation to other key family 
services in the church’s calendar including the crib service, 
Christingle service and Mothering Sunday. 
  The Rev’d Liz Palin, Team Vicar in the North Cheltenham Team 
Ministry, said: “This is a really important ministry and we all want to 
welcome more families to church, so for us it was an obvious thing to 
continue our relationship with our baptism families. It’s about 
helping them to nurture their child in their journey of faith.” 
 

Ride+Stride 2017: Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust, 

9 September 2017 
A great day out and a valuable fundraiser for your church. For more 
information visit www.ghct.org.uk or contact county organiser Glenn 
Duff on rideandstride@ghct.org.uk 
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 Events and Training 

Positive Justice Gloucestershire Lunchtime Forum, 

Saturday 8 July, 11.30-2.30pm, Rodborough Community Hall, Stroud, 

GL5 3TZ 

Two speakers from Glos organisation ‘Great Expectations’ and a 
magistrate will discuss how to divert young people from crime. Please 
bring some food to share. Free, all welcome. More information from 
www.pjglos.org.uk 
  

Creation Celebration 

Sunday 9 July, 1pm to 4.30pm, Cotswold Farm, off A417 nr 

Duntisbourne Abbots, GL7 7JS 

Suitable for all ages. Bring a picnic and discover the wildlife of this 
beautiful Cotswold estate, together with people from other local 
churches. The day will end with tea and cakes and a short time of 
outdoor worship. Activities to include walks, nature trails, pond 
dipping, craft activities based around the theme of Homes. More 
information, please contact Maria Wells, mariageoffwells@gmail.com 
   

Digital media training 

Thursday 13 July, 7pm to 8.30pm, St Stephen’s, Cinderford 

Sharing our stories in new and different ways, including through 
digital media, is one of the priorities that was highlighted in the new 
LIFE vision for our Diocese. We would like to help train and resource 
more of our congregations, clergy and parish teams to feel confident in 
using social media both to promote our churches and to share stories 
of individual faith journeys. Places are free, but please let us know 
you are coming by emailing kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk or calling 01452 
835515. 
 

Comedy in the Gospel of John 

Wednesday 16 August, 9.30am—4.30pm, Chipping Campden Parish 

Rooms 

Looking specifically at the comedy that John has written in or left 
space for. The day will start with an introduction to some theological 
background to the study of the Gospel that encourages their  
performance in a humorous way. £30 Details from Sheila Rosenthal, 
01386 700530 or rev.s.rosenthal@gmail.com 

   Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 

kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view videos on 

YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 

 The Messenger 
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Letter from MAF 

The Joy of the Lord is our Strength 
 Towards the end of 2016, President Emeritus Stuart King was 
presented with France’s highest distinction— the Legion d’honneur 
— in official recognition of his part in the eventual liberation of 
France in 1945. Hearing Stuart recall how God then called him and 
other MAF founders to use aircraft for peaceful purposes, raised a 
particular question in my mind.   Did any of those early pioneers 
envisage the sheer variety of ways in which the Lord would use 
MAF to help build His Kingdom? 

 From erecting radio masts and hosting movie nights, to flying 
medical students into remote jungles, MAF makes a fascinating 
range of projects possible. It is our joy to bring these stories to you 
and also to know that thousands of you partner with us in prayer. 

 The results of your prayers range from the long-awaited opening 
of   a  new  programme in Liberia to urgent operations enabling a 
toddler in Bangladesh to walk for the first time in his life. And each 
answered prayer results in a joyful story which strengthens our 
mission. 

 Thank you for bringing God's joy to the world through your 
prayers 

 Ruth Whitaker 

 Chief Executive, MAF UK 

 

 

 

 

Punch Line 
“When the written Word, which really is an 
extension of the living Word, is allowed to 
penetrate our personalities, the Son of God 
goes to work unravelling the knots in the inner 
being and bringing freedom and release to the 
spirit and the soul.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 
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Word Search 
So So 

 

Hmmm! 

 When a Devonshire rector had faithfully served his parish for 60 
years he received a letter of congratulation from his bishop with the 
tactful suggestion that he might now like to think of retirement. 

 The rector replied that when he was instituted in 1888 he was 
given to understand that it was not a temporary appointment. 

Monarch Books 
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 Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely 
or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try 
to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tue – Fri 9am – 12noon 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 
844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday 
 in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.30 – 6.30pm  Wednesday  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5 pm  Monday - Saturday subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s,  Alderley: 5 pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5 pm on Wednesday 

  

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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  House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 
particular group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  
Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 
 
 
  
   

          Ahem ! 
 Whilst on holiday one year, my brother and I attended the local 
church. On the way my brother had a fall, which delayed us 
somewhat. We entered as the congregation was singing the first 
hymn: “Courage, brother, do not stumble.”  

 ———————— 
From Australia 
 A newspaper report of a local wedding said, “The bride looked 
stunning in an embroidered gown which fell softly to the floor.” 

 ———————— 
True story 
 It was our harvest festival Sunday. My husband had cut his ear 
while shaving. We arrived at the church to sing “First the blade and 
then the ear.” 

———————— 
From Cornwall 
 There was a well-known Methodist ‘local preacher’ who was very 
short. One Sunday morning, he was preaching at Helston Wesley 
Chapel, and because the pulpit was so high he stood on an orange 
box. He announced, “My text is, ‘A little while you see me and in a 
little while you will see me not’.” Just at that point the orange box 
gave way and he disappeared from sight. 

   Monarch Books 

Deadline for the August Magazine by July 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         

 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453- 521838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am-12noon)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Acting Organist: Trevor Pierpont     (01454 319 135) 

    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am –12 noon)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Mondays 9.30-10.45am ‘Little Church’ (for under-5s    
and carers) followed by arts and crafts activity in the Parish Room - 
Kate Cropper 07799 474054. Holiday-time start at 10.0am. 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 

OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Norman Exell (01453-844384) 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Mrs Frances Neale 01453 543888 

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 

 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168  
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  


