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Letter from the Vicar 
Dear Friends, 

O NE DAY Alice came to a fork in the road and saw a Cheshire 

cat in a tree. "Which road do I take?" she asked. "Where do you 

want to go?" was his response. "I don't know," Alice answered. 

"Then," said the cat, "it doesn't matter." —Lewis Carroll 

 The church in general has reached a fork in the road, declining 

numbers and ageing congregations as we fail to attract many 

younger families. We have to make a choice, carry on as we’ve 

always done or try something new, go cap in hand asking for help 

or follow the gospel imperative and decide to serve our community. 

At St Mary’s we’ve made the choice, we’ve decided where we want 

to go and we’ve set a vision for the journey, to be a people seeking 

to deepen our faith and fellowship so as to share the transforming 

love of Jesus Christ in the community. We are now considering 

what that means in practice. 

 From the many conversations that have taken place at St Mary’s 

we have been struck by the number of people who’ve been excited 

by the vision and who want more teaching in our worship, to 

deepen their faith, not only to know more about Jesus but to invite 

Jesus to live in them so that they can serve the community in his 

name. 

 One idea that we’ve had to help this is to run a short Christian 

Basics course on five Sunday mornings in St. Mary’s from 8
th

 

October to 5
th

 November. We would keep to the same pattern of 

services, Eucharist and Family Service but reduce some things and 

make more time for what is the sermon slot so as to offer some 

teaching and learning. It maybe that we’d have coffee during this 

period so as to encourage fellowship and deepen our sense of 

hospitality and friendship. It would also provide a slightly more 

relaxed sense of church which would encourage some of the 

younger families to join us. There have been several young adults 

baptised recently and it would be a great way of running a 

confirmation course alongside our own growth in faith. It might 

mean the services are a little longer but the opportunity for taking 

that new road would be fantastic. But as I say, it’s an idea not set in 

stone so I’d appreciate your views please. 

 So, which road will you take? Will you come on a journey of 

exploration with us and join five weeks of doing differently at 10.15 

to grow your faith and deepen fellowship within the church so that 
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we can begin sharing the love of Christ or do we do the same old, same 

old. Do let me know if you’d like to join the journey, for we are trying a 

new road. 

With every blessing,  

Rob Axford 
 
 

St. Mary’s Little Church 
 

 St. Mary's Little Church continues to thrive, welcoming babies and 

pre-school children and their carers, with up to 10 families regularly 

attending. We meet every Monday throughout the year, only taking a 

break for Bank Holidays and a couple of weeks at Christmas. 

 During term-time we start at 9.30am in the church where we listen 

to (and sometimes participate in!) bible-related or topical stories, with 

a moral theme, similar to those which older children might hear at 

school. We usually have a game linked to our theme and the children 

particularly enjoy singing songs and playing the instruments. 

 Around 10 o'clock we move to the Parish Room, where we can play, 

read books and do a craft that is usually related to the theme we have 

talked about in the church. Then it's snack time (we all bring some 

fruit to share), after which there's usually a bit more time to play, 

before we all sit down to have a good old sing of whatever the children 

choose and we say good-bye for another week. 

 In recent months, we have been talking about things that happen in 

the church, including marriage, baptism and prayers. We have also 

had fun looking for animals around the church, done some brass 

rubbing and played the organ! 

 As well as our normal sessions, we spent a great day at Old Down 

Country Park in June and a few weeks ago we all had a fabulous time 

at the Teddy Bear's picnic in the vicarage garden. We have some great 

activities planned for the summer holidays too, including a trip to 

Symond's Hall Farm and our annual stream walk. 

 We couldn't run without the help of our wonderful volunteers, so 

our thanks go to Sue Plant and Jackie Ramsdale, Joy Green, Jill 

Claydon, Joan Deveney, Shirley Wyse, Pauline Latimer, Gillian 

Carpenter and Alan and Shirley Bell. Your help is greatly appreciated. 

Please note that during the holidays we start at 10.0 in the Parish 

Room 

If you would like to know more please contact Zoë Hill on 07776 123565 
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Great Sponsored Ride and Stride, 
for Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust (GHCT) 

and fundraiser for St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s, 

will be on Saturday, September 9th 
 The Ride+Stride event is open to cyclists, walkers, horse-riders 
and drivers. Teresa Pottinger is your local organiser at St Mary’s in 
Wotton and she and her husband Max are cycling from church to 
church in the hope of visiting as many churches as possible before 
they close at 6pm.  They would welcome any further participants to 
cycle with them and help collect sponsorship for this worthy 
cause.  Call her on 07973 179146.  
 This year we are also able to gather sponsorship via car, so if 
anyone is interested in participating in a Mystery Car Tour around 
the churches in Gloucestershire and North Bristol, please let Teresa 
know.  
 The GHCT also award Prizes each year for the best performance 
in the following categories (all trophies to be held for up to one 
year):: Under 16 individual participant – wins the Whitbread Trophy 
and £50 in cash;   Aged 16 to 69 inclusive individual participant – 
wins the John Cannan Trophy; Aged 70 and over individual 
participant – wins the Holmes Salver; Most money raised by a group 
of participants – wins the Eykyn Challenge Cup; Most money raised 
by all participants for a church – wins the GHCT Challenge Shield 
for the church. 
 Last year our region (Gloucestershire and North Bristol) raised 
nearly £50,000, the highest ever for our region.  Last year GHCT 
gave out £130,000 in grants and this year it is going up to 
£140,000.  Our church always receives 50% of the sponsorship raised 
by our participants.  We may also be receivers of a grant as we look 
for funding towards our re-ordering.    
 On the 9

th
 September, St. Mary’s church will be open from 9am to 

6pm.  Squash and biscuits will be freely available for participants all 
day.  Messy church will also be on from 9.30am to 11am and if you 
arrive early you can join us for breakfast which is served until 
10am.  Tea and Cake will also be available on the church drive as a 
fundraiser for the church reordering from 2 to 4.30pm Please catch 
Teresa or Max to offer sponsorship or take part this year.  They will 
be setting off from St. Mary’s at 10am on the 9

th
 September. For 

further details: Visit the Ride+Stride entry page at ghct.org.uk/ride-
and-stride. See the event map with latest church status at 
ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/ map  — Teresa Pottinger 

http://www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride
http://www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride
http://www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/map
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Sally Woodhouse– Woodcarver 
 Some three decades ago Sally Woodhouse was introduced to 

wood carving by a friend and she thought that perhaps she could do 

that. She was right, she could. She began by enrolling in classes in 

Stroud, applying herself determinedly, and over the week-end of the 

19th--22nd of July she showed us, at her house, what she had 

achieved down the years—a retrospective exhibition of standing 

figures (some also in alabaster) and low and deep reliefs. 

 A talent for sculpture is something more than an ability to draw, 

she is indeed a ‘Sunday Artist’ and, amongst their ranks, few are 

sculptors. For the aspiring sculptor to be able to ‘release’ the figure 

from the block of wood or stone, he not only has to visualise it con-

tinuously from all sides, but show intense concentration, persever-

ance, physical effort (you can’t dash off a sculpture) and, above all, 

nerve; one false cut with the chisel and the piece is ruined. Sally 

has that talent. 

 Notable amongst the twenty-six pieces on show were a beautiful-

ly-finished alabaster trout; a comic, deep relief of her son John col-

lapsing from the saddle of his horse, which showed a fine sense of 

design; a version of St. Francis, which is quite mediaeval; and a 

deep relief of her grandson standing beside his training aeroplane, 

which demonstrates her grasp of perspective and fore- shortening. 

 The purpose of the exhibition was to raise money for the church 

and, despite the modest entrance fee, she was able to contribute 

£256 to its funds. A fine exhibition of a rare talent. 

Brian Jones 
 
 

Readings for September 
3

rd
  12

th
 after Trinity 

  Jeremiah 15: 15-21; Romans 12: 9-end; Matthew 16: 21-end 

10
th

  13
th

 after Trinity 

  Ezekiel 33: 7-11;  Romans 13: 8-end; Matthew 18: 15-20 

17
th

  14
th

 after Trinity 

  Genesis 50: 15-21;  Romans 14: 1-12;  Matthew 18: 21-35 

24
th

  15
th

 after Trinity 

  Jonah 3: 10-end; Philippians 1: 21-end; Matthew 20: 1-16 
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Hymn Teasers 
How did you get on? Some were easy and one or two a bit 

puzzling? Well, here are the answers, and no doubt you will say: “Of 
course, I knew that!” All the hymns are in Hymns AMNS and also 
Anglican Hymns Old and New, the  hymn book we now use in 
church. 

1. Shine forth upon our clouded hills  (AMNS294/AHON37) “And did those 
feet in ancient time” 

2. Till suns shall rise and set no more (98/203) “From all that dwell below 
the skies” 

3. Sought thee wandering, set thee right  (244/287) “Hark, my soul, it is the 
Lord” 

4. The winds and waves obey him  (290/801) “We plough the fields, and 
scatter” 

5. In sudden torrents dread  (90/816) “When God of old came down from 
heaven” 

6. I found in him a resting place  (247/334) “I heard the voice of Jesus say” 

7. Sweep across the crystal sea  (262/33) “Alleluia, sing to Jesus!” 

8. Where golden fields spread far and wide  (291/780) “To thee, O Lord, our 
hearts we raise” 

9. Lo, our Sun’s eclipse is o’er  (83/494) “Love’s redeeming work is done” 

10. Then let me on the mountain-top  (228/655) “Shepherd divine, our wants 
relieve” 

11. Swell the mighty flood  (66/224) “Glory be to Jesus” 

12. As through the clouds riven the lightnings have shone  (298/155) 

“Disposer supreme, and Judge of the earth”  

13. Sunbeams scorching all the day  (56/202) “Forty days and forty nights” 

14. Give to the winds thy fears  (223/634) “Put thou thy trust in God” 

15. Far above the starry height  (87/277) ”Hail the day that sees him rise” 

16. Nor wander from the pathway  (235/556) “O Jesus, I have promised” 
17. Softer than gale at morning-time  (90/816) “When God of old came down 

from heaven” 
18. Praise him that he gave the rain  (288/624) “Praise, O praise our God and 

King” 

19. Set our feet on lofty places  (367/248) “God of grace, and God of glory” 

20. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night  (26/535) “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel” 

21. The golden evening brightens in the west  (305/190) “For all the saints 
who from their labours rest” 

22. Thunder like a mighty flood  (262/33) “Alleluia, sing to Jesus” 

23. Ripened by his glorious sunshine  (80/32) “Alleluia, alleluia, hearts to 
heaven and voices raise” 
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Because we may 
 

Read: Let everyone give as their heart leads 
them to do, not reluctantly or because it is 
expected of them — for God loves.a cheerful 
giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Ponder: There are few things we like less than having something done for us out 
of duty. What might otherwise have been a valued act of service brings instead a 
sense of humiliation; what appeared to be an act of friendship becomes a cause of 
rancour; what seemed a hugely generous gift feels suddenly like a tarnished 
trinket, all but worthless. We want people to respond to us not because they feel 
they should, but because they want to. We want their dealings with us to be 

transparent rather than hiding some ulterior motive. What we don't want, above all, 
is to be patronised.  

 We do well to bear that in mind when it comes to our dealings with God, for all 
too easily the service we offer him becomes a matter of duty rather than privilege. 
We don’t intend it to happen, nor are we always conscious of doing so, but little by 
little the sparkle in our faith fades and the spontaneity that once characterised our 
relationship with God has become a routine of going through the motions. We bring 
our offering because it is expected of us; we read the Bible because we feel guilty if 
we don’t; we say our prayers because we feel we ought to — and we hope God 
won’t notice. Is that what he wants from us? Of course not. He wants us to love 
him, serve him and worship him not because we must but because we may. He 
wants us to offer our discipleship not because we should but because we can. If we 
bring it for any other reason, it is time to stop and think, for it might be that God 
feels just as we would in his place—that he’d rather we didn’t bring it at all. 

Ask yourself: Is your faith about duty or joyful response? Do you worship, pray, 
read the Bible and go to church because you feel you ought to or because you 
want to? 

Pray: Loving God, I bring you my worship not because I must but because I may; 
not because I have to but because I want to. l come not out of duty but privilege; 
not because it is expected of me but because you have graciously invited me to 
respond. 

 Receive my joyful worship and glad thanksgiving, my love, my faith and my 
service, for I offer them freely to you just as you offered yourself freely for me, 
through my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Remember: Remember the words of Jesus, 'It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ Acts 20:35b  

Close: Living God, teach me to give as gladly and as lovingly and unreservedly to 
you as you have given to me. Amen. 

‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 

 

 

 
 
 

Meetings and Events for September 
 

 

Wednesday 6
th

 September 

Focus on Harvest 

St Mary’s Parish Room at 2.15pm, followed by tea and chat 

 

Wednesday 20
th

 September 9.30am 

Corporate Communion at St Mary’s 

Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ Union 

members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish Room. We welcome 

everyone to join us, both at the service and for coffee afterwards in 

the Parish Room. 

 

Wednesday 20
th

 September 

Mike Robinson on Birds of Scotland 

St Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm, followed by coffee and chat. 

 

Visitors always welcome 
 

Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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This is another article about a charity which is supported by a 
member of St. Mary’s. Thanks again to Iain for making contact with 
John Forster to write about his favourite charity. If you feel you 
would like to tell us about your charity do speak to Rev’d Iain or 
give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail (address at 
bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 

Send  A  Cow 
How It All Began and How It Works Now  

 A group of Devon dairy farmers, outraged with E.U. milk quotas, 

which meant healthy dairy cows being slaughtered, decided that if 

that sort of thing in this land of plenty was encouraged to go on 

whilst most of the world was starving, then, as Christians they 

should be doing something pretty drastic about it. So they did. They 

decided that instead of having surplus dairy cows slaughtered, how 

much better it would be if they sent them to African countries, 

where they would be valued and used to help lift those people out of 

poverty.  

 Of course, before they even began there would need to be a lot of 

behind-the-scenes planning. no-one  was even sure how a British 

dairy cow would survive in Africa, or what sort of management 

would be needed to get the most from the animal in milk 

production, as well as the best way of using a valuable by product, 

the manure. And, of course, how to get the thing to where you 

wanted it to be in the first place. 

 By talking and listening, these questions and problems were 

eventually being solved and, with encouragement from the Bishop 

of Mukono and a livestock expert, a plan evolved so that on 4th July 

1988 the first 25 in-calf dairy cows were flown out to Uganda, using 

government and public money. Quickly, a risky venture was 

beginning to turn into a success story with individual cows being 

given to appropriately-trained families who benefited from the milk 

which fed that family, with any surplus sold off to improve their 

income. Meanwhile, because the animals were having to be 

permanently housed, with fodder being brought to them because of 

the scarcity of decent grazing land, manure was easily collected and 

used on the families' crops, in many cases  tripling those crops 

yields. Then, with the added bonus of the progeny of these cows 

being passed on to other carefully selected families, over the years 

the process was repeated. 
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 By 1996 their greatest setback, so far, occurred. The U.K was 

struck by a new disease in cattle called B.S.E. All exports of 

livestock were banned, causing donations of money to drop 

dramatically. Fortunately, the previous eight years since its 

formation, Send a Cow had not just been resting on its laurels, 

because during that time 300 cows had already been sent out, so 

that, from then on all stock could be sourced from the existing pool 

of cows, and things began to take off once more, with public 

confidence again restored. 

 Further progress was made in 1998 when "Stock Aid" was 

launched. This provided social aid and supplied smaller animals 

such as sheep, goats, poultry and rabbits for disabled 

AIDS  sufferers and child-headed families to manage.  

 An enormous boost to funding occurred in 1999 when the Daily 

Telegraph Appeal charity picked Send a Cow to promote. From then 

on Send a Cow was able to employ some paid staff rather than 

relying entirely on volunteers. From this, stemmed the idea of 

giving money for stock as Christmas and birthday presents, which, 

once again became a great aid to fundraising. 

 By now, 2017, Send a Cow is working in seven African countries; 

namely Uganda, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Kenya, Burundi, and 

Zambia. As well as providing good nutritious food as a result of 

careful planning and management, there are local representatives 

on the ground giving advice and support. This, in turn, manifests 

itself with those taking part with a sense of achievement and of 

growing self esteem.  

 From small beginnings, 29 years ago, Send a Cow has never lost 

sight of its Christian ethos; it  has never lost sight of the fact that, to 

survive they have to rely on people’s gifts, and they have never lost 

sight of the fact that those people  who give expect their money to be 

used wisely, sensibly and responsibly. Not to be lavished on 

extravagant salaries and offices, this should be an example to us all 

in Christian stewardship and for us to be reminded that all that  we 

have is a gift from God and we need to be responsible, too, in the 

way we use that gift.  

 Speaking personally, I ask myself what could be better than an 

organisation which reaches right into the heart of a problem and 

then provides the means for those affected by it, to help themselves? 

  That really is value for money! 

 John Forster 
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 Mother Teresa September 5th 

Mother Teresa, known in the Catholic Church as Saint Teresa of 

Calcutta, was born on 26 August 1910. She was born in Skopje, 

(now the capital of the Republic of Macedonia), then part of the 

Kosovo Vilayet of the Ottoman Empire. After living in Macedonia 

for eighteen years she moved to Ireland and then to India, where 

she lived for most of her life.  

 Teresa said, "By blood, I am Albanian. By citizenship, an Indian. 

By faith, I am a Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the world. 

As to my heart, I belong entirely to the Heart of Jesus." Fluent in five 

languages – Bengali,Albanian, Serbian, English and Hindi – she made 

occasional trips outside India for humanitarian reasons. 

 In 1950 Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity, a Roman 

Catholic religious congregation which had over 4,500 sisters and was 

active in 133 countries in 2012. The congregation manages homes for 

people dying of HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis; soup kitchens; 

dispensaries and mobile clinics; children's- and family-counselling 

programmes; orphanages, and schools. Members, who take vows of 

chastity, poverty, and obedience, also profess a fourth vow: to give 

"wholehearted free service to the poorest of the poor". In 1982, at the 

height of the Siege of Beirut, Teresa rescued 37 children trapped in a 

front-line hospital by brokering a temporary cease-fire between the 

Israeli army and Palestinian guerrillas. Accompanied by Red Cross 

workers, she travelled through the war zone to the hospital to 

evacuate the young patients.  

 When Eastern Europe experienced increased openness in the late 

1980s, Teresa expanded her efforts to Communist countries which had 

rejected the Missionaries of Charity. She began dozens of projects, 

undeterred by criticism of her stands against abortion and divorce: 

"No matter who says what, you should accept it with a smile and do 

your own work." She visited Armenia after the 1988 earthquake and 

met with Nikolai Ryzhkov, Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 

 By 1996, Teresa operated 517 missions in over 100 countries. Her 

Missionaries of Charity grew from twelve to thousands, serving the 

"poorest of the poor" in 450 centres worldwide. The first Missionaries 

of Charity home in the United States was established in the South 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skopje
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Macedonia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosovo_Vilayet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengali_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albanian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbian_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionaries_of_Charity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_(Catholic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HIV/AIDS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuberculosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soup_kitchen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphanage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chastity,_poverty,_and_obedience
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Beirut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Soviet_Socialist_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1988_Armenian_earthquake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Ryzhkov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Ministers_(Soviet_Union)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Bronx
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Bronx area of New York City, and by 1984 the congregation operated 

19 establishments throughout the country. 

 Teresa received a number of honours, including the 1962 Ramon 

Magsaysay Peace Prize and 1979 Nobel Peace Prize. She was 

canonised (recognised by the church as a saint) on 4th September 

2016, and the anniversary of her death (5th September) is her feast 

day. 

 Teresa travelled to assist the hungry in Ethiopia, radiation 
victims at Chernobyl and earthquake victims in Armenia. In 1991 
she returned to Albania for the first time, opening a Missionaries of 
Charity Brothers home in Tirana. 

 Her death was mourned in the secular and religious 

communities. Prime Minister of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif called her 

"a rare and unique individual who lived long for higher purposes. 

Her life-long devotion to the care of the poor, the sick, and the 

disadvantaged was one of the highest examples of service to our 

humanity." According to former U.N. Secretary-General Javier 

Pérez de Cuéllar, "She is the United Nations. She is peace in the 

world." 

 She received a state funeral from the Indian government in 

gratitude for her service to the poor of all religions in the country. 

Her death was mourned in the secular and religious communities.  

 Mother Teresa had been a controversial figure during her life, 

and after her death she was admired by many for her charitable 

work. She was praised and criticised for her opposition to abortion, 

and criticised for poor conditions in her houses for the dying. Her 

authorised biography was written by Navin Chawla and published 

in 1992, and she has been the subject of films and other books. 

Doug 

 

 
 

Punch Line 
“If we are not prepared to meet God in 

the commonplace we may miss many of 

his messages to our hearts.” 
 

‘Every Day with Jesus—Selwyn Hughes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Bronx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ramon_Magsaysay_Award_winners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ramon_Magsaysay_Award_winners
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chernobyl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tirana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nawaz_Sharif
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Javier_P%C3%A9rez_de_Cu%C3%A9llar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Javier_P%C3%A9rez_de_Cu%C3%A9llar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_funeral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criticism_of_Mother_Teresa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criticism_of_Mother_Teresa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-abortion_movements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navin_Chawla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother_Teresa#Film_and_literature
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Bible Word Search 

Abel Abraham  Adam  Angel  Ascension Barabbas 

Bartholomew  Cain   David   Epistle    Esau  Eve  

Gethsemane Herod  Israel  Jacob  Jerusalem Jesus    

John  Joseph  Judas    Judea   Luke  Mark    Martha   

Mary Moses Nativity Noah  Psalm  Samson  Saul  

Simon  Solomon Stable  
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Fred Kaan 
Biography: “Healing the Nations” (Publishers: Stainer & 

Bell) 

 No contemporary hymn-writer has participated as centrally as 
Fred Kaan in the events shaping the life of the Christian churches 
in the past four decades, so the title for his biography is well-
chosen. 

 He was born in a terraced house in Voorhelmstraat, in the North 
Holland city of Haarlem on July 27th, 1929. His father was a mem-
ber of the Dutch Resistance, and for two years the Kaans sheltered a 
Jewish woman in their home, and later gave refuge to an escaped 
political prisoner. 

 In 1952, having offered himself for the Congregational ministry, 
he left Holland and entered the Western College, Bristol, graduating 
at Bristol University in 1954. After a postgraduate year which in-
cluded sociology and pastoral studies, Fred was called to be minis-
ter of Windsor Road Congregational Church in Barry, South Wales 
and ordained in 1955. 

 1963 saw him moving to Pilgrim Church in Plymouth, and he 
began work on a home-made hymn supplement entitled Pilgrim 
Praise. Fred’s hymn writing was born of necessity, out of the frus-
tration of not finding what he wanted in the established hymn book 
for next Sunday’s worship, and out of eagerness to put into words 
those things which were close to his heart and conscience. 

 In 1968, Fred received the call to office of the Minister-Secretary 
of the International Congregational Council in Geneva, a post he 
held until 1970 when he became an executive secretary of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

 The book of hymns and lyrical poems “The Only Earth We 
Know” was published in 1999 for the Hanover 2000’s World Fair. 
The editor of the United Methodist Hymnal, Carlton Young has 
written of “The Only Earth We Know”: 'Fred’s hymns invariably 
have social justice at their centre. They are cries, laments and 
prophecies born in the Church's struggle to be faithful to the gos-
pel.” Amongst his hymns are: ‘For the healing of the nations’, 
‘Father, who in Jesus found us’, and ‘Now let us from this table 
rise’.  

 The author, Gillian R. Warson, has produced this story of Fred’s 
life and, in a review of the work, it is written that it is “a must-read 
for all of us who care about Christian life and witness in our global, 
inter-faith world”.-- Doug 
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Book Review 

12 Books That Changed the World 
by Melvyn Bragg 

(Published by Sceptre 2006) 

 Some time ago I promised Doug I would write the odd book 

review for the magazine. So here goes, and maybe it might inspire 

someone else to have a go, too. 

 I never go anywhere without something to read in my handbag 

(which is why I need such a huge bag and it weighs so much). I am 

forever picking up likely tomes from charity shops and I love those 

endless lists compiled by newspapers, bookshops and publishers 

entitled Summer Reading or Books as Presents. Recently I picked 

up 12 Books That Changed the World. For a start the title was so 

enticing. And when I checked out the contents I thought they might 

be hard to justify. 

 Of course, there was the usual chapter on the Bible and 

Shakespeare. Some of the entries might hardly be thought of as 

books, such as Magna Carta and the Patent Specification for 
Arkwright’s Spinning Machine. However, it was very instructive 

reading about them. You must judge for yourself whether they 

deserve to be included. Perhaps the most contentious entry, I 

thought before I read the chapter, was the inclusion of The Rule 
Book of Association Football. I was forced to agree with Bragg’s 

choice. He cited this comment from Mark Ives, a vice-president of 

the Football Association who accompanied a football mission to 

children in Botswana: “All you need is a ball and some kids and 

they all start speaking the international language of football.” 

Provided they play by the rules. 

 As an improving book it is eminently readable. Even I, who 

invariably abandons any attempt at understanding physics with the 

lazy belief that it must be magic, felt I knew a little more about the 

content and impact of Isaac Newton’s Principia Mathematica. This 

was extremely satisfying, as a year ago Tim and I visited Newton’s 

house at Woolsthorpe Manor, now owned by the National Trust. On 

reading my diary for the day I find the erudite comment that the 

Trust had managed to almost replicate the light-splitting 
experiment with a prism in Newton’s workroom. I think the import 

was too much for me to take in, as I go on to add: We watched the 
film and had a cup of tea in the cafe. Melvyn Bragg’s account 

explained the huge significance of this body of work to the 
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understanding of how the universe works and how this can be 

underpinned by mathematical constants, an astounding truth on 

which I singularly failed to comment. 

 The book is about human ideas and the immense strides 

humanity has made at certain times because of these ideas. Of 

course, the time has to be ripe for such ideas to take root. As the 

Protestant Church remembers the five-hundredth anniversary of 

Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses (maybe or maybe not nailed to the 

church door in Wittenberg) as the start of the Reformation, it is 

interesting to note other momentous and life-changing ideas. It is 

also helpful to have someone do the research and offer the results 

in an easily-understood form. Science, politics, religion, economics 

and literature all play their part in this catalogue. If you don’t care 

for one chapter you can miss it out. However, I was intrigued by all 

twelve choices. 

 I can recommend it as a good read for the autumn and winter 

months ahead. If anyone wishes to read it, I am happy to pass it on. 

Sue Plant 
 

Arts for Well-being at Under The Edge Arts 
 

 Following success on April 1st 2017 at the Spring into Summer 

fundraising event at UTEA, a group of arts practitioners are 

offering an exciting range of arts-based classes this coming 

Autumn. Art therapy has long been seen as beneficial for a whole 

range of healing (after bereavement or illness) and a general sense 

of well-being. The Arts can be used to engage people through the joy 

of making together to encourage communication, language and life 

skills. Arts for Well-being in Wotton brings together an eclectic mix 

of art, writing, dance, movement and song-writing through four 

experienced practitioners who will guide their participants 

through a fascinating journey of creative self-discovery. 

 The group is offering a morning of FREE taster sessions on 

Saturday September 9th 2017 at Under The Edge Arts at the 

following times: 

• 10.00am – Dance and Movement for Well-being 

• 11.00am – Creative Writing for Well-being 

• 12.00pm – Art for Well-being 

• 1.00pm – Therapeutic Song writing 

 At these sessions there will be the opportunity to meet the 

practitioners and sign up for future classes. Details of classes can 

be found in the UTEA brochure and at www.utea.org.uk . 

http://www.utea.org.uk
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 Diary for September 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton,  

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham. 

 
1

st 
Friday,   9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s. 

2
nd 

Saturday, 2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish 

Room 

 

3
rd

  Sunday, 12
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

4
th

  Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 

moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Holy Communion at 

Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in 

the Parish Room. 

5
th 

Tuesday,  11.30am Visiting bell-ringers at St. Mary’s 

6
th

  Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 2.15pm 

Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Focus on 

Harvest;’ 5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 

7.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting 

7
th

  Thursday, 8.00pm Little Church planning meeting in Parish 

Room 

8
th

  Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

9
th

  Saturday, 9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘The Early 

Church’ – breakfast, activities and worship for all ages; 2.00 – 

4.30pm Tea and Cake Fundraiser in the Parish Room 

 

10
th 

Sunday,  – 13
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 

 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

11
th 

Monday, 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – Meet at 

Bournstream (if wet in Parish Room); 10.00am Morning 

Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together 

Games in the Parish Room. 
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 13
th

  Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.00 – 6pm 

Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 7.30pm St. Mary’s PCC 

meeting in the Parish Room 

14
th

  Thursday, – Holy Cross Day: 10.00am – 4.00pm Creative Wotton 

– exhibition of local artists in St. Mary’s Church; 7.30pm 

Evening Eucharist with incense 

15
th 

Friday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 10.00am – 

4.00pm Creative Wotton – exhibition of local artists in St. 

Mary’s Church 

16
th 

Saturday,  10.00am – 4.00pm Creative Wotton – exhibition of 

local artists in St. Mary’s Church 
 

17
th 

Sunday,   – 14
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Pet Service at St. Mary’s (in Vicarage Garden – if wet 

in church) 

 11.00am Family Communion for Harvest at St. Kenelm’s 

 12.30pm Baptism at St. Mary’s for Arlo and Marlene Brown 

 2.30pm Baptism at St. Martin’s for William Grimes 

 1.30pm – 4.00pm Creative Wotton – exhibition of local artists in 

St. Mary’s Church 

 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 

18
th

  Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 

moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry 

and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the 

Parish Room. 

19
th

  Tuesday, 7.30pm Alderley and Tresham PCC at Tresham 

20
th 

Wednesday, 9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union 

Corporate Communion) at St. Mary’s; 5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space 

in the Catherine Chapel; 7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the 

Parish Room – ‘Birds of Scotland’ with Mike Robinson. 

21
st

  Thursday, – St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist: 

 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 

22
nd 

Friday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 

24
th 

 Sunday, – 15
th

 Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s with Baptism for Lyra 

Doherty 

 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
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25
th 

Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 

moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Morning Prayer at 

Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in 

the Parish Room. 

26
th

  Tuesday, 7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in 

the Parish Room 

27
th 

Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 5.00 – 

6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

 

29
th 

Friday,  St. Michael and All Angels, 9.30am Holy Communion 

at St. Mary’s 

 
Early Dates for October 

 

1
st 

Sunday  – 16
th

 after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Harvest Communion at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Holy Communion at Tresham Chapel 

 6.00pm Harvest Evensong at St. Mary’s 

2
nd

  Monday, 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers starting in the church, then 

moving to the Parish Room; 10.00am Holy Communion at 

Perry and Dawes; 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in 

the Parish Room. 

4
th 

Wednesday, St. Francis, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. 

Mary’s; 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – 

Jan Ryder, Longfield Hospice; 5.00 – 6.00pm Prayer space in 

the Catherine Chapel; 7.30pm Deanery Synod 

6
th

 Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

7
th 

Saturday, 9 – 12.30pm Mothers’ Union Pop-up in the Parish 

Room – Coffee morning with puzzle and cake sale 

 

Hymn Teasers 
 How did you get on with the hymn teasers? Did you try to 

remember them? Were there too many? Please let me know your 

thoughts: my e-mail address is on the last page of the magazine, or 

give me a call on 842300. — Doug 
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From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by 

The Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

BAPTISMS 

23rd July         Zara Leanne Lewis 

6th August      Iola Lorna Louise Vincent  

13th August    Emily Turner and Tru Davies 

19th August    Noah and Nora Woodward 

20th August    Hollie and Angie Davis and Maci Hunt 

 

HOLY MATRIMONY  

22nd July        Chris Tabbenor and Vicky Germanaite  

   

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

19th July        Ellen “Joan” Spencer (St. Mary’s) 

 

 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local Ministry 
Team (LMT) 

 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable 

and encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, 

Rev’d Morag  Langley,  Adrian  Davis,  Joan Deveney, 

Martin Dove, Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 
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This liturgical feast is celebrated on September 14th, to 

honour the cross on which Jesus Christ was crucified. In the 

Eastern churches the feast dates back to the dedication of 

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (the site of Christ's tomb) 

in Jerusalem in about the year 335.  

 Almost 1700 years ago, Christians in the first half of the fourth 

century had a special interest in Jerusalem. For the first time they 

were no longer a persecuted minority, and the fashion quickly grew 

of going there on pilgrimage. Like pilgrims nowadays, they would 

visit the places hallowed by their association with Jesus and the 

events of his life and passion – the room of the last supper, for 

instance, Gethsemane, the hill of the crucifixion, and the tomb from 

which the Lord was raised in triumph. 

 In the year 326, one of the pilgrims  was a very great and noble 

lady, the widow of one emperor and the mother of another. She was 

Helena, the mother of Constantine, who was the first Roman 

Emperor to become a Christian. It is reported that, while visiting the 

place of the crucifixion, Helena discovered, buried in the ground, the 

cross on which the Lord was crucified. The date on which Helena 

found the cross was September 13th.  

 Helena and Constantine were great builders of churches: the 

original St. Peter’s in Rome and the original Church of the Nativity 

in Bethlehem were both gifts of Constantine to his Christian 

subjects, so, not surprisingly, he and his mother had a church built 

over the hill of Golgotha, covering the spot where Helena was said to 

have found the Cross. The church still stands there today. It is the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and the ways of worship in this 

church, which contained the relic of the true Cross, tended to focus 

particularly on the Cross.  

 The new church was consecrated on the ninth anniversary of the 

discovery of the cross and, in the years after Helena and 

Constantine, the dedication festival was kept on September 13th 

while, on the following day, the 14th, the wood of the Cross was 

brought out so that the people and their clergy could pray before it to 

the One who had died upon it, and kiss the wood as a sign of their 

love for Jesus, who endured it for our sake. It was adopted by the 

Roman Church in the 7th century. What they did in that basilica in 

   Holy Cross Day September 14th 
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Jerusalem each year on September 14th was very similar to what 

still happens today in many churches on Good Friday. 

 Because of their circumstances, Helena and her son were the 

most influential and important people in the world of their own day. 

This meant that, when they chose Christianity as their religion, 

Christianity became highly respectable and fashionable overnight. 

Suddenly, to be a Christian was to be a pillar of the established 

order. The ordained ministers of the Church now found themselves 

being accepted in the corridors of power, and the Cross itself became 

a symbol of power and prestige.  

 People began making crosses, not out of wood, but from precious 

metal and jewels. The cross became an ornament on the crowns and 

orbs of kings and emperors, and found its way on to the shields and 

uniforms of soldiers killing other human beings in order to extend 

the dominions of rulers who happened to profess Christianity.  

 Before the time of Constantine and Helena, to be a Christian was 

to court martyrdom. Now, it was a passport to success. The Cross 

had previously spoken all too clearly about lions in the 

amphitheatre and blood spilled in witness to Christ. Now it became a 

sort of talisman, a more potent version of the rabbit’s paw or  

crossing one’s fingers or touching wood. 

 Sadly, a good deal of what happened when the Roman Emperor 

and his mother became Christians still happens today: we have 

managed to drain the Cross of much of its meaning and challenge. 

The cross  has become part of the furniture of our churches, so much 

so, that we can all too easily take it for granted and fail to hear its 

message. It hangs around the necks and it dangles from the ears of 

people who may or may not take seriously the claims of the One who 

died on it.  

 In the twentieth century, the swastika, a perverted form of the 

Cross, was the emblem of one of the most evil and murderous 

regimes mankind has ever known. Likewise, the regime of the 

hammer and sickle which thrived, at least as much as the Nazis did, 

upon brutality and frame-ups, secret police and concentration 

camps. This evil regime grew because, in earlier centuries, Russian 

Christians  aligned themselves with worldly power of a despotic 

kind, as if the Cross really did stand for power and prestige. 

 The message of the Cross where Jesus died, the Cross which St. 

Helena is said to have found, is very different from all this. St. Paul 

speaks of it starkly and realistically. The Cross of Jesus is a place 

not of prestige but of criminal execution. As far as this world is 
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concerned, it is a place not of success, not even hidden success, but 

of total failure.  
On the Cross, the eternal Son of God made himself nothing; he 

emptied himself, assuming the nature of a slave. He became a total, 

abject failure, mangled and broken, helpless, hopeless and lifeless. 

St. Paul assures us that Jesus suffered all this because he was 

obedient to the will of his Father. There was no other way in which 

men and women could be brought to peace and friendship with God. 

 Four centuries before Jesus was born, the great pagan 

philosopher, Plato, had come to see that, in a world so broken by 

pride and perverted by power as this one, a perfectly just man 

would be condemned by his contemporaries as being outstandingly 

wicked. Plato wondered what would become of such a person, and 

the answer he gave was that the perfectly just man ‘will be 

scourged, tortured and imprisoned, his eyes will be put out, and 

after enduring every humiliation he will be crucified.’ 

 On this Holy Cross Day, we recognise the truth of what Plato 

said. We understand that, for such a world as ours, no Saviour 

would do but a Saviour hanging on a Cross; and the Lord’s words 

make sense:  “When I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all 

men to myself.” 

  And so we come to him. We gladly acknowledge that he, and he 

alone, precisely because he was crucified, is our Saviour and our 

Lord, and we accept his invitation of grace: ‘If any man would come 

after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’ 

Doug 

 

Rebuilding Hope 
 Your support is keeping hope alive for our church family in 

Syria and Iraq in the darkest of days. By praying, giving and 

speaking out as part of the Hope for the Middle East campaign, you 

are enabling Open Doors local partners to provide vital aid for tens 

of thousands of families. And it’s not just the church here in the UK 

and Ireland — people from over 90 countries have added their 

voices to those of Christians in the Middle East by signing the One 

Million Voices petition. 

 But we cannot stop now. Our church family in Iraq and Syria 

want to rebuild their homes, their lives, and their hope for the 

future of their nations — and your support can help them to do it. 

We are just getting started. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine 

Chapel on Sundays 3rd, 10th and 24th. Story sacks and books are availa-

ble from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Little Church: usually meet in the Parish Room at 10.00am 

4th: Noah’s Ark – part 1 

11th: Bournstream - meet there at 10.00am 

18th: Noah’s Ark – part 2 

25th: TBA 

For more details, contact Zoe 07776 123565 

 

Messy Church: Saturday 9th from 9.30 to 11.00am 

A service for all ages to eat together, discover more of the story of “The 

Early Church” and enjoy a time for celebration - telling the story, singing 

and praying. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Family Service: 

17th: Pet Service in the Vicarage Garden. Bring a pet or a toy 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 

 

Prayer for September: 
We thank you, generous God, 

that you hold us all in your heart 

and bless us with what we need. 

    Help us to be as generous as you. Amen 
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An elderly lady, who lived with her unmarried daughter, was 
taken ill one evening. After the doctor had gone the daughter 
thought she should tell her sister, who lived some forty miles 
away, of their mother's condition.  

 There was no telephone in the house so she would have to wait 
until the morning; but when morning came, before she could get out 
of the house, there was a knock at the door and her sister was on the 
doorstep. "Whatever made you come?" she asked, and the sister 
answered, "I just felt there was something wrong with mum, so I 
came". We might call that an example of telepathy: Biblical writers 
would have said it was the work of an angel. 

 Angels do not have a serious place in people's thinking 
nowadays, except as a figure of speech. "Be an angel and do 
(something) for me"; Or, if someone has done us a good turn, "You're 
an angel". Even churchgoers who praise God every Sunday "with 
angels and archangels and all the company of heaven" often see 
them as heavenly beings with little earthly use. And for non-
churchgoers angels are no more than holy fairies - and just as 
unreal. 

 In the Old Testament, angels appear in many different 
circumstances and over hundreds of years, and to discuss them 
would require a volume of encyclopaedic proportions. We meet 
them less frequently in the New Testament but only in 
circumstances of critical importance. 

 It is an angel who tells Mary and Joseph of the forthcoming birth 
of their Son; he also tells Zechariah of the birth of John, and he 
appears again to warn Joseph to keep his family clear of Herod. 
There are angels present to announce the birth of Jesus to 
shepherds. They do not appear again until the last pages of the 
Gospels when they are seen at the Empty Tomb of Jesus. These were 
all moments when the life of Heaven broke through into the life of 
Earth, so it is not surprising that dwellers of Heaven should 
accompany the events. These were very special occasions, never to 
be repeated, so we should also not be surprised that there are no 
further similar records. 

We are on safe ground in thinking of angels if we consider our 
Lord's words on the subject, which are few compared with his 
teaching on other matters. For him, angels are first and foremost 
and always citizens of heaven. They will have a place in the 
Judgement of mankind, they have an affinity with children, though 
still abiding in heaven, and he could have called them to his side at 
the time of his trial - but he left them in heaven. 

  St. Michael and All Angels September 29th 
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 So, it is as citizens of heaven that we must think of angels. That 
does not mean that they are far off: heaven is not "above the bright 
blue sky", but around us, separated only by the thinnest of veils, 
and if it is God's will that they should help us we can be sure that 
they will, though we may not be aware of it. 

 We rightly pray in the Collect of the Day that "as thy holy angels 
always do thee service in heaven, may they succour and defend us 
on earth". 

  "The angels keep their ancient places:  
  Turn but a stone and start a wing!  
  'Tis ye, 'tis your estrang-ed faces, 
  That miss the many-splendoured thing."  

         (Francis Thompson)      T.N. 

 

 

 

You don't have to Live like a Refugee 
...sang Tom Petty.  Some of you may remember. 

Saturday 7 October – 7pm – Wotton 
Baptist Church 

 

 How does a refugee 'have to live'? In safety and in hope, or in fear 

and misery? Where are all the Syrian families which were so much 

in the news a short tume ago? 

 Wotton under Edge v. Refugees and Asylum-seekers. Worlds 

apart? But should they be? (Lots of question marks in this!) Doesn't 

that mean Wotton should be able to do more to help? Or, at least, do 

more to learn about what it is to 'live like a refugee' in 

Gloucestershire in 2017? 

 GARAS is Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers, a charity offering support to those seeking asylum in the 

County. In October their Director, Adele Owen will speak at an 

open meeting in the town and answer some of the above questions 

and doubtless many more, one of which might well be: "what can I 

do to help?" 

 Please put the date in your diaries and begin to advertise this 

meeting both in and out of the church. 

 Meeting organised by Churches Together in Wotton 
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The Messenger 

Faith: Living as adventurous followers of Jesus Christ 
Nurturing confident disciples to live out their faith 

seven days a week 

A RE YOU AN ORANGE OR A PEACH? Many of us are involved 

in so many different things that we compartmentalise 

everything: family, work, gym, church, community, charities etc. 

We may have different friends linked with each and nothing really 

mixes. We’re a bit like an orange – lots of segments to our lives. 

  But is that the best way to live out our faith? What if our faith 

had an impact on everything that we do? What if we recognised our 

whole life is linked with being a follower of Jesus? Very often 

people come to me asking what more they can do for God. They 

want to be better disciples. In their segmented way they think that 

that means that they should do more for the Church. They wonder 

whether God is calling them to be a full-time minister. Sometimes 

that might be true, but often God is longing to be full-time in their 

lives. 

 As we recognise that God wants to be involved in every area of 

our lives, so we will discover that our faith can make a difference to 

the way we shop, the way we work, the people we mix with – that 

God wants us to be a full-time disciple. Instead of being an orange 

we can become a peach! 

The Revd Pauline Godfrey, Diocesan Discipleship and Vocations 

Officer 

 
Young Women: God’s Calling 

 On 18 November, Trinity Cheltenham will play host to a special 

event organised through the Diocese of Gloucester - Young Women: 
God’s Calling. It’s a day for young women who are considering 

ministry in the church to come together and explore both what 

God’s call on their life might look like, and how they might begin to 

respond in faith. 

  Speakers including Emma Ineson (Trinity College, Bristol), 

Andrea Russell (Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham) and Janet 

Williams (West of England Ministerial Training Scheme) will lead 

seminar sessions inviting us to consider the scriptural basis of 

women’s vocation; to explore ideas about the level of confidence 

and qualifications you’ll need; to think about the impact and 
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challenge a sense of God’s call may have on family relationships; 

and to learn more about what the process of discernment and 

ordination looks like in the Church of England. 

 This is our chance to share our stories as women seeking to hear 

God’s voice and obey His call on our lives: to be candid about the 

challenges, but joyful in our acceptance of God’s call to minister in 

His Church. 

 Wherever you are on your journey with God, if you have any 

inkling He’s calling you to ministry, this event is for you. 

 This is a fully accessible, free event with free lunch. 9.30am for 

9.45am start. For booking please contact nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 

 

Foundations in Theology, Ministry and Mission 

 Is God calling you into greater public involvement in the life of 

your church, to serve your local congregation, live out your faith in 

the world and serve your local community? 

 Are you excited to be part of a Church which desires to be a 

‘more effective sign and agent of God’s kingdom in the world’, and 

are looking for an opportunity to find out more and to study with 

like-minded people? This part-time, one-year course is an 

opportunity to explore this sense of vocation. 

  If you are already involved in some aspect of ministry – perhaps 

as a Pastoral Assistant or Worship Leader, as a member of an ‘Open 

the Book’ team, a PCC member or Churchwarden – this course 

could be what you have been looking for to learn more, deepen your 

connection with God and learn to live out your vocation with 

increased confidence. 

 For further information about the course or an application form 

contact: Jane Cusworth, West of England Ministry Training 

Course, 01452 874969, jcusworth@wemtc.org.uk 

  

Memorial collection tops £10,000 

 We are delighted to share that £10,160.86 was collected for 

Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers (GARAS) 

in memory of Bishop Michael. 

 The money will be used to help clients of GARAS through the 

Bishop’s Fund, originally set up by Bishop Michael. Over the years 

this fund has been used to help clients towards deposits for rent, 

travel documents, bridging benefit gaps for food and tickets for 

emergency flights to ailing family members. 
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If you’d like to find out more about the work of GARAS, please see 
the article “You don't have to live like a refugee” on page 25 and 
come to the open meeting at Wotton Baptist Church on 7th October. 

 

 Events and Training 
  
Exhibition of images from the Palestinian History Tapestry Project 
Tuesday 19 to Friday 22 September, 10am to 4pm, The Hub Gallery, 
Christ Church, Malvern Road, Cheltenham 

 A charity supporting Palestinian women embroiderers to stitch 
the story of their land and people in panels to be linked to form a 
tapestry. Involvement in this creative project provides a modest 
income and a source of self-esteem and hope. Admission free. 
www.pht2012.wordpress.com 
  
A Monk’s Tale 
Tuesday 26 September, 7.30pm to 9pm at St Lawrence Church, 
Market Square, Lechlade, GL7 3AB 

 A new play by James Cary, touring the country after a run at the 
Edinburgh Fringe. Witty and entertaining, with plenty of laugh-out-
loud moments, this is Reformation history as you have never seen it 
before. Tickets from Eventbrite: http://bit.ly/LechladeMonk  £8 or 
£4 for U18s. 

 
 Have your say 

 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 
view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our 
website gloucester.anglican.org 

 The Messenger 
 

 

Stroud Valleys Credit Union 

 Opening of the Customer Service Point in The Ark has been 
suspended until September. It will then re-open in a different 
location on Saturday mornings. 

 Until then please call 01453 298785 or email admin@svcu.org.uk 

mailto:admin@svcu.org.uk
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I am growing old 
I came across this at a house group meeting 

 Lord, you know better than I do that I am growing old and some 

day will be old. Keep me from the habit of thinking that I must say 

something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me from 

the craving to straighten out everyone’s affairs. Make me thought-

ful but not moody, helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wis-

dom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but you know, Lord, that I 

want a few friends at the end. 

 Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me 

wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They 

are increasing, and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as 

the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of 

others’ pains, but help me to endure them with patience. 

 I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility, 

and a lessening cocksureness when my memory clashes with the 

memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that I may occa-

sionally be mistaken. 

 Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint—some of 

them are hard to live with – but a sour old person is one of the 

crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good things 

in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people, and give 

me, Lord, the grace to tell them so. 

(Attributed to an anonymous seventeenth-century nun) 
Joan Deveney 

 

Sunday, October 1st 
Harvest 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Harvest Communion 
   Donations will be welcomed for the   
   Foodbank. Perishable goods will be sold  
   after the Service; non-perishable items  
   will go directly to the Foodbank. 

12.30-ish Enjoy a Bring-and-Share Lunch 

6.00pm Harvest Evensong 
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 A Psalm for Busy People 
 

The Lord is my Pace-setter, I shall not rush, 

He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals. 

He provides me with images of stillness, which restores my 
serenity. 

He leads me in ways of efficiency; through calmness of mind, 

And his guidance is peace.   

Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each 
day 

I will not fret for His presence is here. 

His timelessness, His all-importance will keep me in balance. 

He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my 
activity 

By anointing my mind with His oils of tranquility, 

My cup of joyous energy overflows. 

Surely harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my 
hours, 

For I shall walk in the peace of my Lord and dwell in His 
house for ever. 

(by Toki Miyashini, a Japanese woman) 

 

 

True story 

 Whilst on holiday in Stornoway, we attended morning service 

at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. The minister had  given the final 

blessing and together with the visiting preacher and two servers 

filed towards the vestry, which is situated at the front of the 

church. To the words of the hymn “No door shall keep him out” the 

minister vainly tried to open the vestry door. Fortunately, a 

watchful sidesman, realizing there was a problem, came to the 

rescue with a spare key, and the moment became a holiday 

memory. 

—————- 
 

 The rector was on a railway station with a party of children. 

 A porter came up to him and said, “Excuse me, are you St. 

Michael and the Angels?”             

 Monarch Books 
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely 
or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try 
to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday – Friday 9am – 1pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 
844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday 
 in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.30 – 6.30pm  Wednesday  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5 pm  Monday - Saturday subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s,  Alderley: 5 pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5 pm on Wednesday 

  

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a particular 

group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

          Ahem ! 
  

 The young curate was looking after his baby daughter while his 

wife went shopping. He decided to go fishing and take the toddler 

along with him. When he returned home he told his wife, “I’ll never 

take her with me again. I didn’t catch a thing.” his wife said, “Oh, 

next time I’m sure she’ll be quiet and not scare the fish away.” 

 “It wasn’t that,” the father replied. “She ate all the bait.” 

———————— 

 A clergyman phoned his bishop saying, “I am sorry to have to 

inform you that my wife has died.  Could you please send me a 

substitute for the weekend?” 

———————— 

 The church Times reports of a jolly diocesan Mothers’ Union 

service, at which the congregation was instructed to stand tall, and 

wave in the breeze. On the draft service sheet was the rubric:  

“CONGREGATION TO MAKE WIND NOISES.” 
  

   Monarch Books 

 

Deadline for the October Magazine by September 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         

 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453- 521838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am-12noon)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Acting Organist: Trevor Pierpont     (01454 319 135) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am –12 noon)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Mondays 9.30-10.45am ‘Little Church’ (for under-5s    
and carers) followed by arts and crafts activity in the Parish Room - 
Kate Cropper 07799 474054. Holiday-time start at 10.0am. 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 

OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Norman Exell (01453-844384) 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Mrs Frances Neale 01453 543888 
jfn.dursley@gmail.com  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
mailto:jfn.dursley@gmail.com


 

34 

LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168  
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

  

  


