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November 2017

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge

Needs
YOU!

The Ark Coffee Shop was conceived 22 years ago as a joint venture between
the churches of Wotton-under-Edge as a Christian presence on the High
Street. It continues to flourish and evolve today.
Would YOU consider joining our friendly band of helpers?
To run successfully The Ark depends on its dedicated team of volunteers,
most of whom are Christian members of the community. Giving just a few
hours of your time each month helps us enormously. In return we offer training
and the rewards of supporting this vibrant community asset. Please come
along, make new friends and help us retain this Christian presence on the
High Street for the next 22 years!
Interested in finding out more?
Please contact our volunteer coordinator, Nia Archer, at
niaarcher@btinternet.com or 07763 351569.
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Refugees and Asylum Seekers - Who Cares?

Listening to Adele Owen, Director of GARAS, I still felt powerless but two
things came to me. Firstly, Refugees & Asylum Seekers are human beings;
this could be my own son, a stranger in a strange land. Secondly, although we
can’t make the crises of Syria & Rohingya go away, it is better do do
something, anything, than to throw up our hands in horror and do nothing.

GARAS has been helping Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Gloucestershire
since 1999. Helping with advice and advocacy on immigration, housing,
health, benefits, education and careers. English lessons. Providing a drop-in
centre in Gloucester three days a week. Counselling for those suffering the
effects of trauma – think about this one, just think what some, many of these
people have seen and lost!

Adele is clearly passionate about her work, and nothing gives her greater
pleasure than seeing families reunited and refugees settled with a home and
sense of worth once more. However she also has to deal with the frustrations
of inadequate secondary education places, or prohibitively costly health care
which can result in needless deaths of sick and traumatised people.

We in Wotton are still detached from the situation. Wotton is not a suitable
place for refugee familes or individuals; there are inadequate transport links,
and it would be a very lonely existence for them here. There is still work that
can be done. GARAS often need bedding, food, household goods and
toiletries. There are often vacancies for volunteers, especially teachers of
English. Bristol Refugee Rights has similar needs (just in case you want to
volunteer but would find it easier to get to Bristol).

We can campaign; write or email various ministers and airlines. And of course,
there is money. To continue the work, GARAS is always in need of funds.

About 33 people attended the Open Meeting on 7 October. A small number,
especially considering the hard work that went in to setting-up and publicising
the meeting. But I am confident that there are more, a lot more than 33 people
in Wotton who are concerned and who would like to help.

Is there anyone who feels passionately about this; who would liaise regularly
with GARAS to identify and communicate their current needs and challenges?
Who would identify fundraising opportunities?

If someone would lead, I know others will follow.

For more information see garas.org.uk

Judy Mills
Convenor, Churches Together in Wotton
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A play about
 the refugee crisis

performed by
Journeymen Theatre.

Monday 6th November,
7:30 pm.

Trinity Rooms
Trinity Road, Stroud,

GL5 2HX
Duration: Approximately

65 minutes (opportunity to
stay afterwards to discuss

issues involved).
Based closely on the story of a

real woman and her
three young children, who escape from domestic persecution

and denial of human rights in Chechnya,
to find a home in the UK. Here they encounter the

Home Office’s ‘hostile environment’ to asylum
seekers and refugees.

The Bundle has been commissioned by QARN (Quaker Asylum
Seeker and Refugee Network)

Suggested donation £ 5 - 10 for GARAS (Gloucestershire
Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers), Welcome Group

Halesowen and Lifeline Options.
www.journeymentheatre.com

If you missed the GARAS talk - or even if you didn’t - and
want to know more:
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United Ramblers
Monday 6 November

● Leave Wotton United Church @ 10 am
● Park at “The George”, Cambridge where we
will have lunch.
● A very flat 5 mile walk through open fields,
woods and by water, with a section of the Severn
Way along the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal.
●4 stiles

● An interesting surprise for those ornithologists amongst
us.......

● Leaders : Alan & Babs Pearn  (01454 260649)

Ramblers’ Christmas Meal

Our Ramblers group is booked in to "The Anchor" at Oldbury for a festive
lunch on Wednesday 20th December @ 12.30 pm

Deadline for payment and menu choices is Monday 6th November - our
walking day.

http://www.anchorinn-oldbury.co.uk/index.php/good-food/christmas-menu

Babs x

Oliver Memorial Chapel 10-12 noon, Saturday 11 November
Synwell Chapel invite everyone to their annual bazaar

Gifts, Christmas items, cake stall, bottle stall, raffle, tea, coffee & cake etc, etc.

Free entry  - proceeds for Flower Guild.  All welcome.
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On Saturday 7 October Barny and
Tom Wharin attempted to cycle as
far away from Wotton as possible in
one day.
Starting at 5am in the morning they
ended at 7.30pm having cycled an
astonishing 161 miles!!!!

They took in some sights along the
way including a visit to Open Doors
HQ in Witney at 47 miles, Watford
football club, White Hart Lane
football ground at 131 miles and St.
Albans cathedral at 152 miles.

They have so far raised over £3000

in sponsorship money!!
This will go to the Open Doors
www.opendoorsuk.org programme
to help believers in Syria and Iraq
restore their damaged/destroyed
homes as they seek to return to
their towns and villages now
vacated by ISIS.

The bike ride kicked off our
autumn focus on our suffering
family at Wotton Baptist Church
which will include 91 hours of
prayer between 14-19 November,
culminating in a service on the
International Day of Prayer on
Sunday 19 November at 10.30am,
with visiting speaker Ruth Martin from Open Doors UK.

5 am - WBC

5pm - St Alban’s Cathedral

http://www.opendoorsuk.org


vi

November at St Mary’s
Everyone is welcome to attend, in addition to the usual

services:

Sunday, 5 November – All Saints and All Souls 3.30pm
Service of Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

Sunday, 3 December – Advent Sunday: 6.00pm Advent
Service of Darkness to Light

And remember: Morning Prayer is said daily Monday to
Saturday at 9 00am in the Catherine Chapel

Occasionally - and in  particular when there is room to spare - ‘together
in Wotton’ will include items that are not specifically church-related.

Below is a case in point.

Gloucestershire Constabulary report that they are receiving multiple reports
from members of the public, who have received calls from people claiming to
be from the HMRC. The calls are coming from 020 numbers and claim that

arrest warrants have been sent out for Tax Fraud.
Be advised that this is a scam, please do not engage or relay any personal

details to these callers.
If you have elderly or vulnerable relatives, please make them aware .

Contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or online: https://goo.gl/wkJYQ2

Often people who have fallen victim to fraudsters feel embarrassed and angry
with themselves for being conned. Please, please, if you think you have made
a mistake and given out too much information let someone know. You could

prevent the same thing happening to someone else!
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Messy Church at St. Mary’s
11 November

9.30 – 11.00am  – ‘Peace and Comfort’

Breakfast, activities and worship for all
ages;

Remembrance Sunday -  12 November

The choice is yours:

10.15am Service of reflection and quiet
remembrance at Wotton United Church,
led by Rev Phil Summers.

10.50am Service of Remembrance at
St. Mary’s followed by Ceremony at
the War Memorial
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Churches Together in Wotton

The Annual Prayer Meeting was held at Synwell
Chapel on Wednesday 18 October and was led
by Rev Phil Summers from the United Church.
Although the turnout was small and only three of
the six Wotton churches were represented, it was
good to share together.

In case readers of ‘together in Wotton’ aren’t
aware, the constituent churches are St Mary’s;
the Baptist Church; Holy Cross Catholic Church;

the United Church and Synwell Chapel. The Quakers also join us as
Observers.

Have you seen the Churches Together in Wotton website? It gives details of
all the churches and the more recent copies of ‘together in wotton’ are all on
there. http://churchestogetherinwotton.org.uk/

More about Christmas in the next issue which, by the way, will cover both
December and January, but a couple of things for your diary - or not. Sadly the
Miscellany has been cancelled this year. Sadly some of our main players have
health issues or are unable to commit themselves for other reasons. Back next
year we hope.

We are really pleased that the Living Crib will be back. Saturday 16 December
at 5pm at St Mary’s

This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If
you have any comments, or would like items included in future issues, please

see your church reps or contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


