
The Julian Trust thanks everyone for their generosity last month. We would gratefully receive further 
donations of pillows, and cases, sleeping bags, blankets, single nylon sheets, towels, socks, gloves, beanie 
hats, boxer shorts, toiletries, (not soap), energy bars and non perishable food particularly custard powder!

Collection boxes in St. Martin’s Church and The Chapel, North Nibley
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NEWS FROM NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE HALL 
                           

Online bookings - http://www.northnibleyhall.org.uk/fees-booking 
 

bookings@northnibleyhall.org.uk (booking enquiries only please) 
  

general@northnibleyhall.org.uk  (all other enquiries & join our contact list) 
       

 telephone bookings - 0845 467 4118 (calls charged at local rate)  

On The Edge - Editors & Contact Details                  
Please note that the DEADLINE for ALL SUBMISSIONS for the Feb 2018 issue is  

10th January 2018 to our email address: nibleyote@gmail.com  
 

Dave Beer    546251        Shirley Chalmers   542717  Sue Devine 543748  Dave Earle   546659                                               
Di Hay    544965             Alison Edwards    543441    Sue Shrimpton    544409 

 
 If any other publication wishes to use items from this newsletter, kindly contact one of the editors. 

Monday Lunches 

 
Open to everyone. Tickets on sale in the Village Shop and the very 

modest price includes a welcome drink, 2 course meal and coffee     

or tea.  Doors open at 12.30pm and lunch served at 1pm.      BYO                 

We especially welcome anyone who lives on their own or who 

struggles to get out.    

                       We can arrange transport to help anyone get to the lunches...and back home  

   

January 22nd. A winter warmer     March 19th             May 21st  July 16th 

STINCHCOMBE VILLAGE HALL 

           Sunday 14th January @ 3.00pm.  

 

Circus Berzerkus in “A Mismatch Made in Devon “ 

 

An Air in G production aimed mainly at a younger audience but 

suitable for all ages:-  

 

We are proud to present the Great Phil-dini, champion juggler, 

master of manipulation, a legend of the circus world, 

unfortunately accompanied by hapless stage-hand, Horace, 

whose eagerness to entertain outshines his talent. The Great  

Phil-dini has performed in the grandest of venues from Venice 

to Vegas, whilst Horace has carried his bags. 

Expect spectacularly high unicycling,      

breath-taking ladder balancing, juggling, and 

magic, all interwoven with physical comedy 

and mayhem. An hilarious circus show for all 

of the family.  

 

Tickets £10 each to include a party tea – an 

ideal Christmas present for younger relatives. 

Family discount of 10% for groups of three or 

more including at least one under-16 year-old. 

For more details or to order tickets, call 

544611 or email nolabradley@hotmail.com    

      

       NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE HALL 

Sunday 25th February 2018 

Kathryn Roberts & Sean Lakeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Folk and Acoustic music at its very best              
“Kathryn Robert’s smoky, assertive vocals are a tasty feast for listeners craving 

music that requires a sharp mind and an open heart” 

“Sean Lakeman is one of the unsung heroes of modern British folk.” 

JUMBLE SALE Post Christmas Clear out—Saturday 24th February 2017 Village Hall. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 

Eliz Miller wishes all friends 

and neighbours in North Nibley 

every blessing and good wishes 

for Christmas and a peaceful 

2017! 

Donations in lieu of Cards for 

the following charities: 

BORDERLANDS BRISTOL,  

MACULAR SOCIETY & AID to 

the CHURCH in NEED              

Dave and Alison Beer wish  

a very happy Christmas and         

New Year to all our friends  

in North Nibley. 

Donations to DART,  

and Community Action Nepal 

 
Happy Christmas  

from Ruth Barker to all 
Friends.  

I am donating to the West of 
England MS Therapy Centre 

instead of sending Cards  

THANK YOU— Julie, Phil, their 

children, Jenny and Clive would like to 

thank Peter Marsh and all those who 

contributed in any way to the wonderful 

lunch that was organized for us.  

There are so many people to thank for 

their help and support over the period of 

Julie’s illness whether it was providing 

meals, transport for the children and 

making sure that the children could carry 

on with their lives in as normal a way as 

possible. Thank you to all those who 

gave their help in any way we are all so 

grateful to you all. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

A huge thank you to everyone in North 

Nibley, and beyond , who has helped 

David and I through our car accident. You 

have all been so kind and supportive, 

sending flowers, cards, meals, 

encouraging words when they were 

sorely needed, and just being there.         

I cannot thank you enough. For the 

record, I am getting stronger every day 

and hope to be back to full strength in 

the next few weeks, so look out North 

Nibley!!!  With love and gratitude.  

Shirley Chalmers  

A very successful exhibition held over two days saw more than a hundred 

people visit the Chapel on 11th and 12th November to view the display of photographs 

of North Nibley in times past. Over £200 was collected by donations and selling tea 

and cakes to help maintain the Chapel’s fabric. Many thanks to all those who supplied 

a cake and who helped with setting up and looking after visitors.  

Particular thanks to Bob Hewish for all 

his amazing photos and all his hard 

work blowing them up.                 

 

 

Here are some 

memories of the 

village in winter    

in 1965 (above)     

and  in the 1980s.  

Christmas 

with            

the Oriana 

Singers 
at St Martin's Church 

on  
Saturday              

16th December at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £10      include   
a programme and         

refreshments,            
under 16s  free.   

 
 To reserve tickets            

in advance, visit http://
www.orianasingers.org/ 

 

or email the choir at    
orianasingers 

@hotmail.com  
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In  November Christine Sweet spoke to 

us about Dementia. She gave us a well 

informed outline of the problems and 

what to expect but said we should focus 

on the positive aspects and the progress 

that has been made in so many areas. There is a great 

need for Dementia Friends and there are several 

memory groups that meet regularly. Anyone wanting 

more information could call Christine 07870334553. 

11th December Christmas Lunch at Nibley House   

12 for 12.30  

 

8th January John Barnett RNLI-saving lives at sea 

 

12th February Barry Walding- Art and Painting 

 

2.30pm in the Village Hall. Visitors welcome. 

 

EYE 

VILLAGE 

TYNDALE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
 

On Thursday 5th October we welcomed Peter Gennard MFIAP EFIAP/p to give his illustrated talk titled 'PG Tips – My Way'. 
He displayed prints for us to view at our leisure but the main event was his projected digital image presentation of 

photographs taken between 2007 and 2009. There was a wide and eclectic range of subjects for us to enjoy from Tough 

Guys in Wolverhampton to The Severn Valley Railway, Seals at Donna Nook, Car Rallying, Punks in Blackpool : the list goes 

on and on.  

 
On Thursday 12th October we gave a warm welcome to Eddy Lane ARPS DPAGB EFIAP who shared his memories of the 

two trips he and his wife, Pam, took travelling to Antarctica. He titled his talk 'In the footsteps of Shackleton' and their 

journey took them to many places that explorer Ernest Shackleton had passed through on his three expeditions to the 

Antarctic. Their journey started in Argentina and went via     
The Falkland Islands and South Georgia to Antarctica. Whilst 

displaying the numerous images of the landscape and wild 

life, he gave a graphic description of the weather conditions 

they had to endure.  
 

Our first competition of the year took place on 26th October 

and was judged by Bob Train LRPS. 

In the print section Jenny Fryer took first place with her entry 
titled 'Trees and Fern'. 

Winners in other sections were Brian Wetton and Andrew 

Daniels. (Sorry! This month On the Edge hasn’t room to 

reproduce their beautiful colourful images of an Indian Wader 

and a Gazania flower respectively. Ed) 
For more information about the club visit  

www.tyndalephoto.org 

North Nibley Pre-School: The children are having 

lots of Christmas fun with our arts and craft activities.  

At the beginning of December the children are eager 

to meet Santa at Cattle Country .  Also lines are being 

learnt and songs rehearsed for the Pre-school’s nativity 

play.  In January we will be talking about winter 

weather, the different types of weather we experience 

during this season and what effect they have on nature 

around us. 

Toy donations:  we are looking for any toys, suitable for pre-schoolers, that are 

clean and in good working condition.  We especially would like small cars and 

technical toys.  If you have any unwanted toys, please bring to the pre-school. 

If you are interested in your child joining our pre-school there are some places 

available for this year.   We accept the Nursery Education Grant for those 

children who are eligible for the 15 hours per week (universal entitlement) and 

have spaces for the 15 hours (extended entitlement, ie. 30 hours) free childcare 

hours.  We are happy to give information on the 30 hours if required, please 

don’t hesitate to contact us. 

We operate in North Nibley Village Hall, Monday 9.00am to 1.00pm and 

Tuesday-Friday 9.00am-3.30pm (term time only). Please leave a message on 

07842280220 and we will call you back with more details or drop in anytime and 

meet our lovely staff and children.Our Bumps, Babies and Toddlers Group is also 

in full swing on Monday from 9.30-11.00am in the meeting room of the village 

hall. Each session is themed with an activity and a healthy snack.  Please come 

along to meet local mums and have a coffee. 

 

  4th January 2018 

 
7.30pm 

 

 at Nibley House 

 
 

“Titanic Effort” 
by 

 

Paul Barnett 

 

Members  £3 

 

Non Members  £4 
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NEWS FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 

From Parish Councillor, David Palmer: 

'Super' Fast Broadband 

Openreach claim to have connected fibre broadband 
to cabinet 1 at the bottom of Warren Hill. By the time 
you read this, the first households in North Nibley 
should have a FTTC connection. That is the first to 
order 'super' fast broadband will have a connection 
via existing copper wires from Warren Hill to their 

home or business. 

You will not see any improvement in your broadband 

service unless you take out a new contract. 

Please note that few customers will receive the 
38Mbps or 52Mbps advertised. Most of the village will 

be lucky to receive 20Mbps. 

You should be able to take out a new 'super' fast 
broadband service from companies such as Plusnet, 

Talktalk, BT etc. 

Please check your existing contract for termination 

fees before changing supplier. 

Beware of claims such as '20Mbps or your money 
back'. Suppliers will not come to your home to 

measure it. 

Advertisements can be very misleading. The advert 
may not include line rental or any telephone calls. The 
price may very well increase substantially after the 

introductory period. 

First year costs can range from £324 to £414. Monthly 
costs after the introductory period can range from £32 

to £48. 

Contracts of ‘ up to 17Mbps’ are not fibre connections. 
They still use copper wires from Dursley and are 
unlikely to be an improvement on your existing 

service. 

North Nibley Parish Council has a vacancy 

as a result of a Councillor relocating from the Parish  

WHY BECOME A PARISH COUNCILLOR? 

 See your community change for the better, as a result of 

decisions you have helped make. 

WHAT QUALITIES DO I NEED? 

 An interest in the community that I live in. 

 To be approachable and work as part of a team. 

 Ability and willingness to undertake relevant training. 

 We would particularly welcome applications from 

someone who has an interest in developing the 

presence of the council within the community through 

modern media channels. 

To be eligible as a Parish Councillor, you have to either: 

 Live in the Parish 

 Work in the Parish 

 Have land in the Parish 

 Live 3 miles from the Parish 

Commitment: 

The Parish Council meet on the first Monday of each month 

plus two other meetings during the year. 

Applications by post or email to: 

 Elizabeth Oakley, Clerk, North Nibley Parish Council,  

c/o 6 Rosebery Mount, Dursley, GL11 4PR, 

clerk@northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

CLOSING DATE 31ST DECEMBER 2017 

The council is pleased to report 

good news that  the BT 

consultation exercise on the future 

of its fleet of phone boxes has 

come to a successful conclusion 

for North Nibley. The two parish 

phone boxes are to continue as phone boxes to include the use 

of BT lines.  

The Parish Council now invites local residents who previously 

volunteered, and any others wishing to come forward, to assist 

with the maintenance of the boxes. This is to enhance their 

appearance. Any technical issues as regards their continued use 

can be reported to BT via the clerk and please let her know of 

any issues in this respect. 

PITTCOURT PHONE BOX 

T he work to improve the memorial garden and 
paths in the cemetery is now completed. The 

Parish Council is pleased with 
the standard of work carried 
out by the contractors and 
thanks those parishioners who 
have commented on the 
improvements. The chairman 
of the council will be laying a 
wreath in the cemetery on 
Remembrance Sunday on 

behalf of the council. 
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EVENING SERVICE  
at 6pm   

Sunday 7th January  
All welcome 

On 3rd December we join in         
St Martin’s Advent  Carol Service 

MESSY CHURCH   
Saturday  20th January  

 10.30 am - 12.30pm  
Children  aged 3 -11 

welcome with parents 

CHRISTMAS WREATH 
MAKING 
Wednesday 6th December  - 
7pm  
Tickets £20  includes all the 
necessary materials plus mulled 
wine and mince pies. Limited 

places –please contact Sue Convery with a deposit of 
£10 by 1st December  to reserve yours. 

REGULAR COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CUPPA, CAKE & CHAT  
ART CLUB Every Wednesday 

10.00am - 12.30pm  

TABLE TENNIS Tuesdays              
10 - 11.30 am                         

COMMUNITY CHOIR - 
Tuesdays  7.30 pm   
Carol singing practices in December—see 
Page 3 for details 
 All welcome to join—any queries contact 
rowanarmes@btinternet.com 

DANCEFIT Thursdays 10—11am 

YOUTH GROUP Thursdays    
7.00 - 9.00 pm  

DRAMA Every Friday 6.00 - 7.00pm 
in term time For kids in years 5,6 &7.  

TAI CHI Every Tuesday 2.00-3.00pm           
ends 28th Nov starts again Tuesday 9th January  
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December 
 

Sunday 3rd: ADVENT SUNDAY 
9.30am Parish Eucharist  
6.30 pm Advent Service of Darkness to 
Light—Advent Carols and Readings 
 

Sunday 10th: ADVENT 2   8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Service 
 

Monday 11th:   6.00pm  Nibley School Carol Service  
Saturday 16th   7.30pm Oriana Singers Concert 
 

Sunday 17th: ADVENT 3        9.30am Parish Eucharist 
6.30 pm Christmas Words and Carols by Candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 
Sunday 24th:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
8am Prayer Book Communion  
10.00am Journey to 
Bethlehem                                                       

6.00pm  Christingle  
11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 
Monday 25th: CHRISTMAS DAY    
 9.30am Family Communion 
 
Sunday 31st: First Sunday of Christmas  
         9.30am Matins 
 

January 
 
 

Sunday 7th: EPIPHANY :       9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

Sunday 14th: EPIPHANY 2:  
             8.00am Holy Communion 
                    9.30am Family Service 
                 

Sunday 21st: EPIPHANY 3:    9.30am Parish Eucharist  
 

Sunday 28th: CANDLEMAS:  
          9.30am Family Communion  
 

Every Wednesday: 5.00pm Evening Prayer  

 
 
 

 
Wednesday 15th December 9.30am 

Corporate Communion in St Mary’s 

Wednesday 3rd January 2.15pm 

AGM followed by tea  at Parish Room, 

Wotton-under– Edge 
No evening meetings in Jan/February 

Everyone is welcome to all our events. 

Sue Plant  (Branch Leader) Tel:  845157  

Parish served from  
Thornbury 

VIGIL MASS 5.30pm 

SATURDAY 

NO Mass on Sundays 
Masses at  Christ the King, Thornbury: Sunday 8.30am & 11am 

Weekday Masses: usually twice weekly 9.15am - check weekly 

bulletin & website for  details   www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before or after Masses  

Taize Service Tuesday 5 December 7.30pm at Christ The 
King, Thornbury 

Christmas Services 
Friday 15th December -7.30pm  Reconciliation Service 

Saturday 23rd December - 5.30pm Vigil Mass  as usual 

Sunday 24th December (Christmas Eve) - 5.00pm Carols 

& Readings followed by Mass of the Nativity at 5.30pm 
11.30pm - Carols & Readings followed by Midnight Mass 

at Christ The King, Thornbury  

Monday 25th December (Christmas Day)              

NO MASS at Holy Cross, but Masses at Christ The King, 
Thornbury at 8.00 & 10.00am (Family & children) 

Tuesday 26th Mass 10.00am - St Stephen's Mass for altar 

servers  

Emergency Contact: Father George Malecki on 07539 

289248 or Thornbury Parish Office on 01454 412223 for 

non urgent matters. 

It is generally accepted by scholars that Jesus was not born on December 25th.  
The first mention of this date was in the year 336 in the Philocalian Calendar 
listing of Roman bishops, which recorded,  natus Christus in Betleem Judeae for 
that date.  The Church, ever pragmatic, probably endorsed that date to 
superimpose a Christian character on the merrymaking from earlier pagan 
festivals such as the Saturnalia and other festivities around the winter solstice.   
 
Is it disappointing as you grow older to have so many ‘facts’ undermined?  In this 
case I don’t think the wonder of Christmas in the gift of Jesus can ever be spoilt.  I 
love sharing this story with other people, particularly new generations. 
 
This year is particularly wonderful for our family, even if our granddaughter is too 
young to appreciate the festival fully.  For all us adults are led to look again with 
childlike eyes at the things we have taken for granted.  It is as Isaiah says: 

Behold, I am doing a new thing, 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? (Isaiah 43: 19) 

Every year Christmas reinvents itself in our time and gives us hope at a dismal 
point in the calendar. U. A. Fanthorpe is so right when she said: 
 So we celebrate at the wrong midnight. 
 Does it matter?  Only dull science expects 
 An accurate audit.  The economy of heaven 
 Looks for fiestas and fireworks every day, 
 Every day. 
  Be realistic, says heaven: 
 Expect a miracle.  

(From Not the Millennium) 
I pray that there may be a sense of that miracle for all of you this year. 
And God bless you and send you a happy New Year,                   Sue Plant 

Christingle  
Pick up envelopes  or “candles” from the Church  or School  

  in aid of the Children’s Society 

  and bring back full to the service 

         at  6pm on Christmas Eve      

            St Martin’s Church 

 For Baptisms, Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, weddings  and  wedding 
blessings, funerals and celebrations of life please contact: 
the Vicar Rev’d Canon Rob Axford 01453 842175 
rob@robaxford.plus.com 
Churchwarden Wynne Holcombe 01453 542091 

ST MARTIN’S 
CHURCH 

CLEANING ROTA   
December   
3rd VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
10th      Dawn Shepherd &  Sarah Aston  
17th     Pam Lewis & Sue Devine 
25th     Wynne Holcombe 
NEW ROTA for JANUARY 2018  

POSADA 
 

Mary and 
Joseph dolls are 

going from 
house to house 

in Nibley 
bringing a star 
to hang in the 
window until 
they move on 
to the  next. 

Are they 
coming to you? 

Annual Collection Box Opening 
Sunday  21st January 

At 3pm                              
in the Village Hall 

Cream Teas and Cakes 
Bring a cake & buy one!  

 
Details : Sue Devine  tel: 543748 
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Christmas Eve procession   

Journey to Bethlehem -                                                        

for everyone not just children.    
Dress up in Nativity Play costumes, if 
you like. 
Leaves Church at 10.00am ends at the Chapel 
with carols, mince pies and hot mulled wine etc. 

  
 

Come along to our  
LIVING CRIB 

 
 

 Sunday  17th December at 3pm 
 

Star Appearance by Noddy the Donkey 

accompanied by an assortment of live animals. 
 

All  Welcome! 

EVENING SERVICE  
at 6pm   

Sunday 7th January  
All welcome 

On 3rd December we join in         
St Martin’s Advent  Carol Service 

MESSY CHURCH   
Saturday  20th January  

 10.30 am - 12.30pm  
Children  aged 3 -11 

welcome with parents 

CHRISTMAS WREATH 
MAKING 
Wednesday 6th December  - 
7pm  
Tickets £20  includes all the 
necessary materials plus mulled 
wine and mince pies. Limited 

places –please contact Sue Convery with a deposit of 
£10 by 1st December  to reserve yours. 

REGULAR COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CUPPA, CAKE & CHAT  
ART CLUB Every Wednesday 

10.00am - 12.30pm  

TABLE TENNIS Tuesdays              
10 - 11.30 am                         

COMMUNITY CHOIR - 
Tuesdays  7.30 pm   
Carol singing practices in December—see 
Page 3 for details 
 All welcome to join—any queries contact 
rowanarmes@btinternet.com 

DANCEFIT Thursdays 10—11am 

YOUTH GROUP Thursdays    
7.00 - 9.00 pm  

DRAMA Every Friday 6.00 - 7.00pm 
in term time For kids in years 5,6 &7.  

TAI CHI Every Tuesday 2.00-3.00pm           
ends 28th Nov starts again Tuesday 9th January  
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Christmas Bedtime 

Stories 

21st DECEMBER 6.00pm 
Everyone is invited along to the Chapel    

for 30mins (approx) of classic Christmas 

stories.   Wear pyjamas, bring teddy, a pillow, a blanket and 

snuggle down to listen.  Hot chocolate and a biscuit will be 

served to the children and there’ll be a nice bedtime tipple 

for their grown-ups too. No charge but donations for 

refreshments are welcome.  

Absolutely everyone is welcome with or without children! 

December 
 

Sunday 3rd: ADVENT SUNDAY 
9.30am Parish Eucharist  
6.30 pm Advent Service of Darkness to 
Light—Advent Carols and Readings 
 

Sunday 10th: ADVENT 2   8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Service 
 

Monday 11th:   6.00pm  Nibley School Carol Service  
Saturday 16th   7.30pm Oriana Singers Concert 
 

Sunday 17th: ADVENT 3        9.30am Parish Eucharist 
6.30 pm Christmas Words and Carols by Candlelight 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 
 
Sunday 24th:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
8am Prayer Book Communion  
10.00am Journey to 
Bethlehem                                                       

6.00pm  Christingle  
11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 
Monday 25th: CHRISTMAS DAY    
 9.30am Family Communion 
 
Sunday 31st: First Sunday of Christmas  
         9.30am Matins 
 

January 
 
 

Sunday 7th: EPIPHANY :       9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

Sunday 14th: EPIPHANY 2:  
             8.00am Holy Communion 
                    9.30am Family Service 
                 

Sunday 21st: EPIPHANY 3:    9.30am Parish Eucharist  
 

Sunday 28th: CANDLEMAS:  
          9.30am Family Communion  
 

Every Wednesday: 5.00pm Evening Prayer  

 
 
 

 
Wednesday 15th December 9.30am 

Corporate Communion in St Mary’s 

Wednesday 3rd January 2.15pm 

AGM followed by tea  at Parish Room, 

Wotton-under– Edge 
No evening meetings in Jan/February 

Everyone is welcome to all our events. 

Sue Plant  (Branch Leader) Tel:  845157  

Parish served from  
Thornbury 

VIGIL MASS 5.30pm 

SATURDAY 

NO Mass on Sundays 
Masses at  Christ the King, Thornbury: Sunday 8.30am & 11am 

Weekday Masses: usually twice weekly 9.15am - check weekly 

bulletin & website for  details   www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before or after Masses  

Taize Service Tuesday 5 December 7.30pm at Christ The 
King, Thornbury 

Christmas Services 
Friday 15th December -7.30pm  Reconciliation Service 

Saturday 23rd December - 5.30pm Vigil Mass  as usual 

Sunday 24th December (Christmas Eve) - 5.00pm Carols 

& Readings followed by Mass of the Nativity at 5.30pm 
11.30pm - Carols & Readings followed by Midnight Mass 

at Christ The King, Thornbury  

Monday 25th December (Christmas Day)              

NO MASS at Holy Cross, but Masses at Christ The King, 
Thornbury at 8.00 & 10.00am (Family & children) 

Tuesday 26th Mass 10.00am - St Stephen's Mass for altar 

servers  

Emergency Contact: Father George Malecki on 07539 

289248 or Thornbury Parish Office on 01454 412223 for 

non urgent matters. 

listing of Roman bishops, which recorded,  

 

 

 So we celebrate at the wrong midnight. 
 Does it matter?  Only dull science expects 
 An accurate audit.  The economy of heaven 
 Looks for fiestas and fireworks every day, 
 Every day. 
  Be realistic, says heaven: 
 Expect a miracle.  

Christingle 

  

  

         

            St Martin’s Church 

 

the Vicar Rev’d Canon Rob Axford 01453 842175 
rob@robaxford.plus.com 
Churchwarden Wynne Holcombe 01453 542091 

ST MARTIN’S 
CHURCH 

CLEANING ROTA   
December   
3rd VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
10th      Dawn Shepherd &  Sarah Aston  
17th     Pam Lewis & Sue Devine 
25th     Wynne Holcombe 
NEW ROTA for JANUARY 2018  

POSADA 
 

Mary and 
Joseph dolls are 

going from 
house to house 

in Nibley 
bringing a star 
to hang in the 
window until 
they move on 
to the  next. 

Are they 
coming to you? 
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Update from the Shop Committee 

We are pleased to tell you that matters are moving forward with regard  to Sheryll’s 
and Jerry’s aspirations of joint ownership of the shop and flat. Following meetings 
with them we soon realised that a joint ownership arrangement involving the shop 
would be complex and expensive to create and to maintain. There seem to be no 
current examples of village shops run on this basis.  

This led us to realise that we can meet Sheryll’s and Jerry’s core requirements in a 
far simpler way. A crucial part of what they and all the village want is that they will 

be able to live here, so as to be on the spot and fully part of our community. We are going to concentrate at this 
stage on their buying and moving into the flat, while continuing to operate the shop (on a leasehold basis) and the 
post office. Legally and operationally, this is much simpler than creating a new type of organisation. It remains 
only to settle a fair price (for which we have an expert valuation) and deal with any issues of affordability. Other 
details such as timing and any provisions relating to future change will then follow. 

Final decisions will be made by the shareholders of the Association. There will be a General Meeting for this 
purpose and we also envisage a postal ballot of all on the Register. Your Committee’s role is to call this meeting as 
soon as the details are clear, and to make recommendations.   

Robert Maxwell, Chairman 

 

Phone fraud alert  
 
A warning from the Appeals 
Team (Police, Digital 
Engagement Officer, 
Gloucestershire Constabulary) 
 

We are receiving multiple 
reports from members of the 
public, who have received 
calls from people claiming to 
be from the HMRC. The calls 
are coming from 020 numbers 
and claim that arrest warrants 
have been sent out for Tax 
Fraud.  
 
Be advised that this is a 
scam, please do not engage 
or relay any personal details 
to these callers. 
 
If you have elderly or 
vulnerable relatives, please 
make them aware . 

Contact Action Fraud on 0300 

123 2040 or online: https://

goo.gl/wkJYQ2  

CRICKET CLUB REPORT 

With the 2017 season now over it’s time to look back on another 

successful year for the club. Our win percentage couldn’t  quite 

match the results of last year but nevertheless we won more 

games than we lost and came reasonably close to winning the 

Pratt Cup.  As the nights get shorter (at the time of writing) we have the AGM to 

look forward to.  By the time you read this there will have been a change of 

chairman at the club. After 9 years at the helm Chris Marlow has decided to step 

down.  Chris  has been a wonderful servant to the club, still playing in the 

occasional game and bringing with him  his deceptively tricky style of bowling thus  

inspiring many younger players to attempt (without the same degree of success) to 

try to perfect the dibbly dobbler.  It’s the sort of stuff you won’t find in many 

coaching manuals – for quite obvious reasons. During his tenure Chris has seen 

the club membership increase year on year and the average age of the players 

reduce.  With many local clubs struggling to keep a Sunday side going we are very 

fortunate to have a large squad for team organiser, Bob Hunt, to call upon. 

Thanks to all those who have played and contributed 

throughout the season  to the running of the club and 

especially to the ladies (and gents) who have provided the 

spectacular teas to which we, and our opposition, have 

become accustomed over the years. 

Nets will be starting in February 2018 and all ages and 

abilities are welcome. 
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Christmas is coming even nearer … 
 
Order forms are available from Cam Butchers so you can 
order anything from their range and jump the queues by 
having your Christmas fare delivered to us for collection on 
the FRIDAY or SATURDAY before Christmas (22nd or 23rd). 
We will also be taking orders for fruit, veg, dairy, cheese, 
milk, bread and pretty much anything else you would like us 
to get in.  Have a chat with Sheryll and see how we can help.  

Festive tipple…? 

Order forms are available in the shop now for cider or perry in 5, 10 or 20 litre packs from our 
own Nibley cider maker, Forgotten Orchard.   Try also mulling it for a warming, spicy brew.  
We can offer special case prices on our range of wine, beers and ciders, plus check out our GIN 
selection for special gifts.   
 

Products of the month … 

HEMIS soaps are handmade locally with organic, natural ingredients in a range of lovely, subtle fragrances and would 
make great Christmas gifts.  Come in and browse the selection.  We have Christmas cards, wrapping paper and of 
course CALENDARS… Our Nibley Calendar celebrating Nibley Gardens – the perfect Christmas gift. 
 

Santa is coming again ... Santa’s Postbox was a huge success last year and is again ready to 
receive letters from our junior customers.  Letters need to be in the box by 15th December. A 
special delivery from Santa will bring a reply back to the Post Office for collection on the 21st . 

Last Posting Dates ...  
 
UK 20 December: 2nd Class & 2nd Class Signed For 
 21 December: 1st Class & 1st Class Signed For 
 22 December: Special Delivery Guaranteed 
 Saturday Delivery 
 
Parcel Force  
 20 December: express48:  
 21 December: express24 
 
There are leaflets at the Post Office counter containing 
full details of all dates, including overseas.  

Christmas and New Year Opening … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SHOP POST OFFICE 

Christmas Eve, Sunday 7am to 2pm Closed 

Christmas Day, Monday Closed Closed 

Boxing Day, Tuesday 9am to 12 noon Closed 

Wednesday 27th 8.30am to 12 noon 9am to 12 noon 

New Year’s Eve, Sunday 8.30am to 12 noon Closed 

New Year’s Day, Monday 9am to 12 noon Closed 

Our Newspaper 
Boy, Stuart...has 
asked us to pass on 
his grateful thanks for 
all the good wishes 
he has received from 
villagers upon his 
early retirement, as 
well as the card and 
gift that many 
contributed towards. 
He says he has 
enjoyed serving the 
village over the past 
20 years and 
naturally we all hope 
he enjoys the next 
couple of decades 

even more.  

Sheryll, Jerry and family would like to wish all their customers a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2018 

Contact us  548374     northnibleyshop@gmail.com                     Follow us on Facebook   

Our o
wn Nibley Calendar 

-  th
e perfe

ct Christm
as 

gift!
! 
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NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE SHOP – 548374  

JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  

 Individual Design 

 Doors, windows, Stairs 

 Conservation Work 
 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 

 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 

 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 

Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

RK AERIALS 
Aerials & Satellites 
Serviced & Installed 

 

SKY DIGITAL FREEVIEW 
SETTING UP of TVs, DVDs, VCRs 

 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
 Call Roger Kloiber 
 

 01453 843664 or 

 07789 044956  
Wimley View, Coombe 

Lane, Wotton-u-Edge 

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 

 Tel: 01453 546557 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 

 Extensions 

 Outside Lighting 

NO Job Too Small 
 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

WOTTON TYRE AND 
EXHAUST CENTRE 

01453 844444 
Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd, 

Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF 
 

Celebrating 23 Years Serving 
Wotton & Surrounding Areas 
www.wottontyres.co.uk 

 

Friendly Local Service 

Home Solutions    
for all your  maintenance 
and building needs... 

 Renovation-Extensions 

 Bathrooms-Kitchens 

 Roofing-Plumbing-Electrical 

 Internal/External Decorating 
 

Tel: 01453 546178 
Mob: 07788 560066. 

home-solutions@talk21.com  

WOTTON DENTAL 

CLINIC 

All your needs for 
healthy teeth 

& gums 

All enquires & 
appointments 

Call: 01453 844428  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available throughout the year for  

Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events. 

Bed and Breakfast  Certified Caravan Site. 

Events and Reservations  01453 549700   

www.nibleyhouse.co.uk  

Nibley House 

www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk 

01453 521546 

 

Established family business offering a 
wide range of  local, seasonal fresh 
fruit and vegetables, meat, dairy and 

hearty home cooked food. 
Seasonal hanging baskets and 

bedding plants. 
Lunch & coffee available. 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

 

T. 01453 542494 

M. 07870 564228 

timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 

www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

The Black Horse Inn  - North Nibley 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS 

  TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY 

  COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE  ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE  

  COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE 

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND  BEER GARDEN 

 

Contact: 01453 543777 
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk  

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 

George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 

*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  
Gardening Services     

*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 

SERVICING & CAR REPAIRS ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

We Carry Out  M.O.T’S On Cars, Motor Bikes, Camper Vans, 
&Taxi Tests.  Scanning, Fault Code Reading  And much much 

more……… £5.00 OFF  YOUR NEXT 
M.O.T WITH THIS  ADVERT

(Valid till 01.07.18 ) 

Units 8-10 Taitshill Industrial Estate, Stinchcombe, Dursley, GL11 6BL
(01453) 543264                                                                                 

E.mail: admin@autocheckccc.co.uk            www.autocheckccc.co.uk 

Do you offer a local service, have   
expertise you want to sell, want to  

promote your company and its wares 
 

Advertise here and reach all the    
households in North Nibley 
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H M COWLES                             

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER                                        

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH 

FIREWOOD LOGS  AND KINDLING                                                                                                                        
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057      

THE NEW INN 
--------- WATERLEY BOTTOMS --------- 

01453 543659 
 

   -     HOME-MADE FOOD -     AVAILABLE FOR FUNCTIONS 

    -     GLUTEN FREE DISHES -     LARGE BEER GARDEN 

    -     10+ DRAUGHT CIDERS -     DOG + HORSE FRIENDLY 

    -     REAL ALES -     2 EN-SUITE ROOMS 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS AND OPENING TIMES 

thenewinnwaterleybottom.co.uk       thenewinnwb@gmail.com 

It is with great sorrow that we report 
that Ruth Kirkup died on 18th 
November. 

To her hard work and vision North 
Nibley owes so much, notably its 
enlarged and improved Village Hall, 
the well funded Chapel,   and the 
Jubilee Playing Field. The OTE 
editors send deepest sympathy to 
Pete, and to Andrew and Kate and 
their families. 

I n response 

t o  t h e 

devastation caused by Hurricane IRMA 

across the Caribbean in September, 

DART International were requested to 

deploy a team to the islands to help with the relief 

effort. The first team of highly skilled Arborists (all 

volunteers) left the UK on 24th September, fully 

equipped to be self-sufficient during their deployment. 

They were followed by a larger relief team on 6th 

October. Their mission: clearing damaged trees and 

debris, working alongside “Rescue Global” and 

playing their part in the regional reconstruction plan. 

Just getting teams into Dominica was a huge 

logistical challenge.  

As well as providing immediate relief, they worked in 

collaboration with local authorities and volunteers to 

train local people in safe use of chainsaws and tree 

clearance. This will help other communities affected 

by the disaster and improve resilience against these 

events in future. 

In a letter to 

DART, Dominica 

Foreign Minister 

Francine Baron 

said: “I’m sorry 

that I didn’t get 

a chance to say good bye and personally thank 

you and your team for the excellent work that you 

did. We appreciate your assistance and your time 

with us. You have contributed in a meaningful way 

to our recovery efforts and the training you 

imparted will ensure that we are better able to 

confront the task ahead. On behalf of the 

Government and people of Dominica I extend my 

heartfelt thanks to you, your teams and DART 

International 

UK”  

Local arborist 

Graham Beer, 

d i re c t o r  o f 

T r e e c r e e p e r 

Arborists, is a 

trustee and 

volunteer with 

D A R T 

International. 

IRMA and DART 
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Christmas	is	coming……	
The	first	week	in	November	saw	the	school	engaged	in	one	of	our	‘special’	weeks,	where	we	
focused	heavily	on	one	of	the	many	areas	of	the	curriculum.	This	year	we	have	chosen	Design	
Technology,	with	children	across	the	school	working	in	various	groups	to	design,	create,	cut,	
stitch,	glue,	paint	and	glitter	an	amazing	array	of	artefacts	with	a	Christmas	theme.	The	glue	
guns	and	hacksaws	saw	plenty	of	action	with	children	aided	and	abetted	by	our	ever-watchful	

support	staff.		We	plan	to	sell	these	fine	creations	at	

The	Christmas	Fayre		on	Friday	1st	December	from	5:00	-7.00.		
You	are	warmly	invited	.	We	are	partnering	with	our	friends	of	St.	Martin’s,	to	the	

benefit	of	both	organisations.	I	do	hope	you	can	join	us.		Through	the	planning,	resourcing	and	
selling	activities	children	might	also	pick	up	a	degree	of	entrepreneurialism!	The	children	will	
form	an	impromptu	choir	half-way	through,	and	we	will	sing	some	of	your	favourite	carols	but	
we’ll	be	keeping	some	back	for	the	Carol	Service!)	It	wouldn’t	be	Christmas	if	we	didn’t	sing...	

The	School’s	Christmas	Carol	Service		is	on	Monday	11th	December	at	6:30		
and	you	are	ALL	invited!	Expect	reverence	and	revelry,	reflection	and	rejoicing.	Perhaps	you’ll	
help	us	choose	which	carols	we	sing	this	year?	There	is	a	survey	of	favourite,	traditional	carols	
linked	to	the	front	page	of	our	school	website		(look	for	the	carol	singers!)	Click	on	the	link	and	

choose	your	favourite	5.																
	(Or	follow	this	link	-	http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/christmas-carol-survey/			)	

	When	did	Christmas	Jumper	Day	become	‘a	thing’?	We’ll	be	wearing	our	festive	fashions	on	
Thursday		14th,	our	party	day,	and	we	will	break	up	on	Friday	15th.	It’s	early	this	year,	but	I	won’t	

be	too	disappointed.	The	Autumn	Term	is	no	less	busy	than	the	Spring	or	the	Summer,	and	
already	we	can	see	children	and	staff	flagging.	We’ve	been	busier	than	usual,	with	the	set-up	of	
our	wrap-around	child	care,	new	children	and	new	staff.Plus...	next	time,	we’ll	be	able	to	tell	you	

all	about	our	‘surprise’	Ofsted	Inspection..Happy	Christmas	to	you	all!	

Best	wishes	,		Paul	Batchelor	
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