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Letter from Sue 
Dear Friends, 

I T IS GENERALLY ACCEPTED BY SCHOLARS that Jesus 

was not born on December 25th. The first mention of this 
date was in the year 336 in the Philocalian Calendar listing of 

Roman bishops, which recorded, natus Christus in Betleem 
Judeae for that date. The Church, ever pragmatic, probably 

endorsed that date to superimpose a Christian character on 

the merrymaking from earlier pagan festivals such as the 
Saturnalia and other festivities around the winter solstice. 

 Is it disappointing, as you grow older, to have so many 

‘facts’ undermined? In this case I don’t think the wonder of 
Christmas in the gift of Jesus can ever be spoilt. I love sharing 

this story with other people, particularly new generations. 

 This year is particularly wonderful for our family, even if 

our granddaughter is too young to appreciate the festival 

fully. For all us adults are led to look again with childlike eyes 
at the things we have taken for granted. It is as Isaiah says: 

Behold, I am doing a new thing, 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
   (Isaiah 43: 19) 

 Every year Christmas reinvents itself in our time and gives 
us hope at a dismal point in the calendar. U. A. Fanthorpe is 

so right when she said: 

So we celebrate at the wrong midnight. 
Does it matter? Only dull science expects 

An accurate audit. The economy of heaven 
Looks for fiestas and fireworks every day, 
Every day. 
Be realistic, says heaven: 
Expect a miracle. 
   (From Not the Millennium) 

 I pray that there may be a sense of that miracle for all of 
you this year. 

Love and God bless, 

Sue 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for 
December and January 

 

Wednesday 13th December 9.30am 

Corporate Communion in St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday, 3rd January 2.15pm 

in the Parish Room 

AGM led by Rev’d Chris Axford followed by tea 

 
There are no evening meetings in January and February 

 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ALL OUR 
MEETINGS AND SERVICES. 

 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 

Hmm! 
 A Sunday school teacher was endeavouring to instil in her class 
the difference between right and wrong. 
 “Let’s take another example,” she explained. “If were to get into  a 
man’s pocket and take his purse with all his money, what would I 
be?” 
 A little boy raised his hand “You’d be his wife.” 

——————- 
 Paula, aged six, had been praying for the healing of the very sick 
father of two of her playmates. Then, suddenly, he no longer featured 
in her evening prayers. 
 “Aren’t you going to ask God to make Mr. Jones better?” 
prompted her mother. 
 At this the little girl put her hands together, bowed her head and 
said, “Dear Jesus, you’ve had plenty of time to make Mr. Jones 
better. I shan’t remind you again.”          Monarch Books 
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 Letter from Trevor Pierpont  

Thank You 
 Thank you for the signed card from the choir and the whole 
church. Oh yes! also the box of communion beer. Neither of which I 

was expecting but it is very much appreciated. 

 During my time as Acting Organist at Wotton, St. Mary's, to 

share the workload I engaged the services of my organist colleagues 

Nick Sherwood (Director of Music at St. Monica's Bristol), Jonathan 

Crow (Acting organist at Chipping Sodbury), Mike Hall (St. Mary's, 
Wotton) and Robin Pillinger (organ student of Nick Sherwood). 

These organists helped to maintain a very high standard of organ 

playing within the church. 

 Robin is a pupil at KLB and has been accepted as the Organ 

Scholar at Queen's College, Cambridge for next September (subject 

to ‘A’ level results). I am hoping he can come back and play the 
organ for some Choral Evensongs before he leaves for Cambridge. 

 During the summer there were many visitors to the church, and 

some were given a short talk about the rich history of the organ. 

The visitors included those from Australia, USA, Italy, Holland, 

France and Japan. In addition, a very special guest visit was made 

by Little Church. 

 When I took on the role of Acting Organist, I already played the 
organ for Evensong, Choral Evensong, the two Carol Services and 

occasionally for the Christingle Services. Before I took over as 

Acting Organist I typically played the organ at one if not two other 

churches on a Sunday morning. So for me there was no major 

change, instead I came to St. Mary's, Wotton every Sunday morning 

and played a really great instrument! 

 I shall not be leaving St. Mary's; under the new Director of Music 

I am only needed to play for the Choral Evensongs and Carol 

Services so I shall still be seen and heard occasionally. The step- 

change has given me a semi-sabbatical with rest and the 

opportunity to play organ music that I have not had time to play 

before. 

 With many thanks to all at St. Mary's 

 Trevor Pierpont 

 Associate Organist 
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Readings for December 
  3rd  1st Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 64: 1-9;    1 Corinthians 1: 3-9;  Mark 13: 24-

end 

10th  2nd Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 40: 1-11;    2 Peter 3: 8-15a;   Mark 1: 1-8 

17th  3rd Sunday of Advent 

  Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-end; 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24; John 1: 6-8, 19-

28 

24th  4th Sunday of Advent – Christmas Eve 

  2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16;  Romans 16: 25-end;  Luke 1: 26-38 

24th  Midnight Mass 
  Isaiah 52: 7-10;    Hebrews 1: 1-4 [5-12];  John 1: 1-14 

25th  Christmas Day 

  Isaiah 9: 2-7;    Titus 2: 11-14;   Luke 2: 1-14 [15-

20] 

31
st

  1
st

 Sunday of Christmas 

  Isaiah 61: 10-end, 62: 1-3; Galatians 4: 4-7;  Luke 2: 15-21 
 

 

 

 

 

Season’s  Greetings 
 
I would like to thank all the members of our Production Team 
and all the distributors  for their dedication and work during 
the year — I can assure you it is much appreciated. We send 
best wishes for a Happy Christmas and the New Year to all our 
readers, and thank-you to everyone who has sent in articles 
for us to include in the magazine —  without your  
contributions our magazine would be much the poorer. Thank 
you. 

          Doug 
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A 

Sign of the 
Times ? 

 
Christmas with the Oriana Singers 

  
Join the Oriana Singers for "A Babe is Born", an evening 
of carols and readings for Christmas. 
  
The concerts take place at St. Dominic's RC Church in 
Dursley on Thursday 14th December at 7.30pm, and at St. 
Martin's Church, North Nibley, on Saturday 16th 
December, at 7.30pm. 
  
In addition to familiar carols such as Deck the Halls and 
Tomorrow shall be my Dancing Day, the choir will be 
performing less well-known works, including The Little 
Road to Bethlehem and the Salutation Carol. There will be 
readings, and choir members will be playing various 
instruments to accompany part of the programme. 
  
The audience is invited to join in celebrating Christmas, 
too, singing well-known carols during the evening. 
  
Tickets cost £10 and include a programme and 
refreshments. Under-16s are free.   
 
To reserve tickets in advance, visit our website http://
www.orianasingers.org/  or e-mail the choir at 
orianasingers@hotmail.com  

http://www.orianasingers.org/
http://www.orianasingers.org/
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Thanks again to Iain for making contact with Shirley Wyse to 
ask her to write about the charity GARAS. If you feel you 
would like to tell us about your charity do speak to Rev’d Iain 
or give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail (address 
at bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 

GARAS 
(Charity of the month series) 

DO YOU WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO HELP VICTIMS OF 
CONFLICT AND ABUSE AROUND THE WORLD? 

What has happened to all the refugees, fleeing from several parts of 
the world’s dangerous places, we heard so much about in the 

last few years 

 Living in Wotton, it is difficult to have direct contact with any 
agencies that might be involved with these situations. St. Mary’s 
church, and consequently Churches Together in Wotton, decided 
that being informed was something we could at least do. 

 GARAS was such an agency that we had known about in 
Gloucestershire and, in fact, we had contributed funds to it recent-
ly. But after that we were pretty well out of the loop. We had even 
given furniture etc. in the last two years when we had understood a 
certain number of families fleeing from overseas were going to be 
settled in Stroud. 

 As a consequence of this interest, Judy Mills from the United 
Church, (and chairman of the CTIW), contacted the representative 
from GARAS to invite her to come to talk to the Wotton Community 
on how the organization worked; and whether we could all be con-
tributing to the running of it. Gloucester Action for Refugees and 
Asylum Seekers – GARAS – offers support to those seeking asylum 
in Gloucestershire (as one of the main clearing centres in UK) as 
Adele explained to us in her talk. 

 Asylum seekers are welcomed on arrival, have advocates allo-
cated to help them in their struggles to settle and sort themselves 
out; and help them find their future in a safe and official way. Many 
skills are required to help asylum seekers to manage the new lives 
they are hoping to live here. So other services are drawn on to pro-
vide these and GARAS is able to put people in touch with them. 

 What, if anything, is our role? Please go on the website in-
fo@garas.co.uk for lots of information. 

 But help is always needed in the form of money and household 
goods. And anyone can become a supporter, or even a volunteer. It 
is up to each one of us to decide where God is leading us to help, 
and Wotton should not be left out of this ministry. 

mailto:info@garas.co.uk
mailto:info@garas.co.uk
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The recent meeting with Adele was held in the Baptist Church and 
those who came found it quite humbling and inspiring; and maybe 
more would have benefited in being aware that we could help other 
folk so different from ourselves,  

Please pray and look for ways in which any of us 
might support this situation 

Shirley Wyse 
 
 
 
 

 
A Tale of Peace 

A rich industrialist, visiting the South of India from a city 
in the North, was mystified to find a fisherman lying lazily 
beside his boat, smoking a pipe. 

“Why aren't you out fishing?” asked the industrialist. 

“Because I have caught enough fish for the day,” said the 
fisherman. 

“Why don't you catch more than you need?” said the 
industrialist. 

“What would I do with it?” 

“You could earn more money,” was the reply. “With that 
you could have a motor fixed to your boat. Then you could 
go into deeper waters and catch more fish. Then you would 
make enough to buy nylon nets. These would bring you 
more fish and more money. Soon you would have enough 
money to own two boats . . . maybe even a fleet of boats. 
Then you would be a rich man like me.” 

“What would I do then?” asked the fisherman.  

“Then you could sit down and enjoy life,” said the 
industrialist. 

“What do you think I am doing right now?” asked the 
contented fisherman. 
 

(From ‘The Song of the Bird’ by Anthony de Mello, SJ) 
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 It is you! 
Read: There were shepherds in that area, living in 
the fields and keeping watch over their flock during 
the night Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were overcome with terror. However, the 
angel said to them, ‘There’s nothing to be frightened 

of; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy that is for all people: today 
a Saviour has been born to you in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord. Let this 
be a sign to you: you will find a child swaddled in strips of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ All at once, there was with the angel rank on rank of other heavenly 
beings, praising God and saying, ’Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace 
on earth among all on whom his favour rests!’           
           Luke 2:8-14 
Ponder: Do you remember the advertising campaign, some years ago now, which 
preceded the launch of the National Lottery? It caused quite a controversy at the 
time: a giant hand hovering over the rooftops of a town before finally a finger 
reached down to single out one household as the lucky winner of the coveted 
jackpot, backed up by the words, ’It could be you!’ The suggestion was that the 
hand of providence might one day select us to receive a fortune. Did you take the 
bait? Many have, and a number of people have become millionaires as a result, 
but the majority of participants will have spent a considerable amount of money 
with little if anything to show for it. 
 Contrast that with the events of Bethlehem that we are preparing once again to 
celebrate. Here was the promise not of money on earth but of riches in heaven; a 
prize not merely for this life but for all eternity — the greatest gift ever offered. Yet 
this was no lottery, dependent on the whim of fate. There was no question of it 
could be you if you happened to get lucky. The message of the angels, the 
evangelists and countless generations of faith since is quite simple: ’It is you!’ The 
promise of God in Christ — his gift of new life with everything that means — is not 
reserved for the exclusive few, nor dependent on any quirk of chance. It is yours 
for the taking, waiting simply for you to claim it — for you, for me, for everyone! 
Ask yourself: Have you recognised that the gospel is good news for you? Have 
you personally responded to it?  
Pray: Gracious God, I praise you for the glorious message of this season — the 
glad tidings of great joy, ever old yet ever new. I thank you for the faith of Mary, the 
commitment of Joseph, the message of the angels and the response of the 
shepherds — the way you changed their lives that day in Bethlehem. Above all,  
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though, I thank you that you have changed my life too; that the good news they 
heard and responded to is news for today as much as then, for me as much as 
anyone! 
 Teach me never to forget that wonderful truth; never to overlook the fact that 
you have come to me in Christ. May that knowledge burn brightly in my heart; a 
constant source of joy and inspiration, whatever life may bring. In his name I 
pray. Amen. 
Remember: God chose to make known among all the nations the glorious 
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.     
Colossians 1:27 
Close: Living God, teach me that the glad tidings proclaimed at Bethlehem all 
those years ago is good news for me today, here and now. Amen. 

‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett—Kevin Mayhew 
 

 
 

Caring at Christmas 2017 
  

 Throughout the year the Julian Trust Night Shelter opens for 

five nights a week. A team of volunteers serves 90 meals and are 

able to offer 15 beds to homeless people in Bristol. During the 
Christmas period the shelter is open round the clock. The extra 

volunteers who respond to the Caring at Christmas project make 

this possible. To help the project, the Co-workers of Mother Teresa 

will be collecting gifts of non-perishable food and gifts of money 

(please ask if you need a Gift Aid Form). 

The following goods are urgently needed:- 

UHT milk, tinned peas, tinned mixed beans, corned beef, 

tinned meatballs in tomato sauce, large sandwich bags,  

hot chocolate, tinned chilli con carne and sweet biscuits. 

These items are also useful:- 

 Tins of tomatoes, potatoes, carrots, tuna, hotdogs, baked beans 

with sausages and fruit. Curry cooking sauce, cooking oil, pickles, 
tomato ketchup, margarine, bags of rice, marmalade, squash and 

cleaning sprays. 

 If you would like to support the Caring at Christmas project, 

please bring your gifts to one of the services on Sunday 10th 

December. 

 For further information please contact Dot Moss 844886 or visit 
the Night Shelter website, www.juliantrust.org.uk 
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Services throughout the Benefice 
this Christmas 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday, December 15th 
 St. Kenelm’s: 6.30pm Carol Service  

Saturday, December 16th  
 St. Mary’s: 5—6pm Living Crib 

Sunday, December 17th 
 Tresham Chapel: 11am Carol Service 
 St. Mary’s: 6.00pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols  
  St. Martin’s: 6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols  

Monday, December 18th  
 Perry and Dawes: 10am Carol Service 

Tuesday, 19th December 
 St, Nicholas, Ozleworth: 6.30pm Carol Service  

Sunday, December 24th—Christmas Eve 
 St. Mary’s: 8am Holy Communion; 10.15am Parish 

Eucharist; 4.30pm Christingle Service; 6pm Christingle 
Service; 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

 St. Martin’s: 8am Prayer Book Communion; 10am 
Journey to Bethlehem; 6pm Christingle Service; 11.30pm 
Midnight Mass 

Monday, December 25th, Christmas Day 
 St. Mary’s: 8am Holy Communion; 10.15am Family 

Christmas Communion 

 St. Martin’s:  9.30am Family Christmas Communion 

 St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 11am Family Christmas 
Communion 
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Wotton-under-Edge Christingle Service 
 

 

All are welcome to come and join us for 
Christingle on Christmas Eve, 24th December at St 
Mary's Church.   Not only is attending Christingle a 
great  way to start your Christmas celebrations but 
all money raised from the service goes towards the 
caring work of The Children’s Society. Choose be-
tween either of the two Christingle services,  
4.30pm-5.30pm and 6pm-7pm. 

Christingle is for everyone, bring along your fami-
ly, friends and neighbours to this very special oc-
casion. 

 
 
 
 
 

Wotton-under-Edge Christingle Service 
 

 

All are welcome to come and join us for 
Christingle on Christmas Eve, 24th December 
at St Mary's Church.   Not only is attending 
Christingle a great  way to start your 
Christmas celebrations, but all money raised 
from the service goes towards the caring 
work of The Children’s Society. Choose 
between either of the two Christingle services,  
4.30pm-5.30pm and 6pm-7pm. 

Christingle is for everyone, bring along your 
family, friends and neighbours to this very 
special occasion. 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
http://www.123rf.com/photo_10939050_nativity-scene-over-white-background.htm
http://www.st-marys-church.co.uk/Home/home_frame.ht
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Barge    Battleship    Catamaran   Clipper   

Coracle    Cruiser   Cutter  Destroyer    

Dhow   Ferryboat    Houseboat    Ketch    Liner   

Lugger Packet    Sampan    Schooner    Skiff    

Smack   Whaler    Xebec       

Boats and Ships Word Search 
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On Christmas Day, we celebrate the birth of a Child by the will 

of God. On this day we lament the death of many children by 

the will of one man. When King Herod heard that a child had 

been born who might become king and perhaps oust him from 

his throne, he ordered that all boys of two years old and under 

should be killed: it is those children whom we remember 

today. 

 In modern times, we give little thought to the continued killing 

of many children by the wills of many people. The lives of many 

children are brought to an end before they are born. 

 Children of some countries are sold into sex-slavery in other 

countries, where many of them die before reaching adolescence. In 

some countries, where there is civil war, children are pressed into 

military service: some are killed in battle, some are killed or 

injured by being made to run across minefields, detonating the 

mines so that adult soldiers can cross in greater safety. 

 In addition to children who are killed, thousands suffer from 

neglect, cruelty, hunger, disease, poverty and from inheriting the 

HIV/Aids virus from their parents. 

 These are only some of the sufferings borne by children. 

 Our Lord held up children as role-models for the rest of us: 

"Unless you become like children you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven ..... Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 

me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin, it would be better for him to have a great mill-stone fastened 

round his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea..... See that 

you do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that in 

heaven their angels always behold the face of my Father who is in 

heaven" (St. Matthew 18, passim). 

 An appropriate present which we can give to the Child who was 

born on Christmas Day is to give help, protection and care to those 

who in our time share the suffering of those whom we remember on 

Innocents' Day - if we do remember them. Usually they are 

overlooked in the aftermath of Christmas - a day which for them 

may never have existed.  

                       T.N. 

     The Holy Innocents December 28th 
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White Poppies 
Following an informal enquiry by a local Quaker, I found a 
feeling among several friends, that displaying a white poppy 
was some sort of political protest against the armed services. 
The following explanation may help to clarify this, and possibly 
stimulate thought. 

 Iain Marchant 
 

 Most of us probably think we know what the red poppy stands for: 
but what’s all this about the white  poppy? As we approach the month 
we give to ‘remembrance’ in this country, it’s a question that 
continues to need an answer. 
 As it happens, white poppies go back nearly as long ago as red 
ones; but the two have somewhat different origins. The ‘poppy 
appeal’ launched in 1921 by the Royal British Legion aimed to help 
military veterans with employment and housing. Its focus then was 
on the surviving soldiers returning home, trying to rebuild lives 
shattered by war. When in 1933 the Cooperative Women’s Guild 
began to sell the white poppy, on the other hand, they wanted to give 
a slightly different message. After the ‘war to end all wars’ and the 
years of public victory parades and private hardship, they chose it as 
a symbol of something else: the determination to work for peace. 
Taken up later by the Peace Pledge Union, the idea was to emphasise 
the urgent need for international peacebuilding. 
 While they differ in origin, there is something the two have in 
common. Both poppies are about remembering: both triggered by 
Remembrance Day – originally set to mark the date (11

th
 November 

1918) of the signing of the armistice between warring countries in 
Europe. Wearing the red poppy shows a commitment to remember 
and honour the British servicemen and women who died in both 
world wars - and the many others in conflicts since.. The white poppy 
asks us to remember these, too: but also a much wider range of war 
victims, not only from the British armed services, but also the many 
others, all over the world - civilians as well as military - for whom 
armed conflict has meant death, disaster and despair. 
 Perhaps there is now a need for both poppies. Global warfare has 
dramatically changed. During the first world war, 80% of the victims 
were military personnel, and just 20% civilian. In the world we live 
in today, the figures of those harmed or killed by war are reversed: 
90% of the victims are civilian; just 10% are those in the armed 
forces. Throughout the world, war brings slaughtered victims, 
survivors wounded for life in mind and body, millions made sick or 
homeless, families and communities torn apart - and many killed or 
imprisoned for refusing to fight. 
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 Wars begin with ‘us’ and ‘them’. History teaches us that they do 
not bring peace. Armistice Day gives us a chance to reconnect with 
our energies to prevent them. As Quakers see it, it’s a reminder to 
grieve for all victims, combatants and non-combatants alike. It’s 
also a day to remember, support and honour the courageous work 
of peace-building: non-violent resistance, negotiation, 
reconciliation. 
 Both red and white poppies have messages to which we can 
listen.  

Nailsworth Quaker meeting 
October 2017 

 
“Like many others, I am bombarded with Christmas charity 
appeals. May I wish everyone a blessed Christmas, restrict 
Christmas cards to people I shan’t see personally, and put the 
extra where it is needed? I’d be very happy for my friends to 
do the same..” 

Iain Marchant 
 
 
 

The Children's Society  
Christingle - 50 years of shining light into darkness  

 It's that time of year again, when we start thinking about our 

Christingle services. During the 1960s, John Pensom, one of our 

Directors of Fundraising Appeals, attended a Moravian Christingle 
service. He was very impressed and believed that it would be a 

wonderful, community celebration to introduce to the Church of 

England. In 1968, our first Christingle service was held at Lincoln 

Cathedral, where Christingles were handed out in return for 

donations. 

 More than fifty years on, many Christingle celebrations are held 
annually by churches, schools and groups around the country in 

partnership with The Children's Society, providing an engaging 

way to introduce children and young people to the Christian faith, 

whilst also raising vital funds for the children we support. 

 Over the years, millions of children have attended Christingle 

services and millions of pounds have been raised. Christingle has 
been key in helping The Children's Society defend, safeguard and 

protect the childhood of all children. 

 Do  join  us and help to make childhood better for all children. 

Visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
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 Diary for December 
the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 
1st  Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

2nd Saturday,  10-12pm Christian Aid Coffee Morning in St. Mary’s 

Parish Room;  

 4 – 7pm Christmas under the Edge Street Event 

3rd  Sunday, Advent Sunday 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Confirmation Service at St. Mary’s   

 (no 11.00am Service at Tresham) 

6.00pm Advent Service of Darkness to Light at St. Mary’s  

6.30pm Advent Service of Darkness to Light at St.  Martin’s. 

4th Monday,  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and 

crafts for under-fives and carers beginning in Church then 
moving to the Parish  Room – The Christmas Story part 2; 

10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 

 2.00–4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

6th  Wednesday, – St. Nicholas  9.30am Holy Communion at St. 

Mary’s;  

 2.15pm  Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room  
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

8th Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

9th Saturday, 9.30–11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – 

‘Christmas’ breakfast, activities and worship for all ages 

. 

10th Sunday,  – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

11th Monday, 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 10.30am Little Church Christmas Party at St. Mary’s 

 1.45pm  Blue  Coat  School   Christmas  Performance at St. 

Mary’s 

 2.00 – 4.00pm   St.   Mary’s  Together Games in the Parish 

Room;  
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 6.00pm North  Nibley School Carol Service at St. Martin’s 

 6.30pm Blue Coat School Christmas Performance  at St. 

Mary’s 
12th Tuesday, 7.00pm Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School Carol 

Service at St. Mary’s. 

13th Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion 
 2.00pm British School Carol Service at St. Mary’s 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

15th  Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 10.30-12.00pm Coffee Morning in aid of Save the Children and 

Christmas Tree decorating at St. Mary’s 

 6.30pm Carol Service at St. Kenelm’s 
16th Saturday,  5-6pm Living Crib at St. Mary’s 

 

17th Sunday,  – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Carol Service at the Tresham Chapel 

 6.00pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols St. Mary’s 

 6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols at St. Martin’s 

18th Monday,  10.00am Little Church in the Parish Room - 

activities and crafts for under-fives and carers in the Parish 

Room 
 10.00am Carol Service at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00–4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

19th   Tuesday, 6.30pm Carol Service at St. Nicholas, Ozleworth 

20th Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

22nd Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 
24th Sunday  – 4th Sunday of Advent - Christmas Eve 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 8.00am Prayer Book Communion at St. Martin’s 

 10.00am Journey to Bethlehem at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 4.30pm Christingle Service at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Christingle Service at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Christingle Service at St. Martin’s 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St. Mary’s 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass at St. Martin’s 
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 10.15am Family Christmas Communion at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Family Christmas Communion at St. Kenelm’s 

 No Little Church or Games Group today 

 No Evening service at St. Mary’s 

27th Wednesday,  – St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

29th Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 
31st Sunday,  – 1st Sunday of Christmas - New Year’s Eve 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Matins at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Family Communion at St. Mary’s 

 3.00pm Said Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm New Year’s Eve Concert at St. Mary’s 

 

 

 

Early Dates for January 2018 
1st Monday,  – New Year’s Day 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 

 No Little Church or Games Group 

3rd Wednesday,  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 2.15pm Mothers’ Union AGM in the Parish Room 

 3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blanchworth House. 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

5th  Friday, 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

6th Saturday,  – Epiphany 

 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense and the Blessing of 

Chalk at St. Mary’s 

 

7th Sunday,  – 1st Sunday of Epiphany: 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

 (There is no service at Tresham today) 

8th  Monday,  – Baptism of Christ 

 Experience Epiphany at St. Mary’s 
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 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 

the Parish Room – talking about Epiphany 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00–4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

 7.30pm Churches Together Forum in the Ark 
9th  Tuesday, Experience Epiphany at St. Mary’s 

 

From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 

 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

19th  November Matilda Martin (St. Mary’s) 

 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 
“Behold! I make all things new” 

10th  November Gladys Downs (95) (St. Mary’s) 

20
th

  November Janet Thornell (Westerleigh) 

29th  November Cathy McElroy (87) (Westerleigh) 

 

 

 

New Year’s Eve Concert    
  

Justine Tomlinson and friends  
 again invite you to enjoy  

Music for the New Year  
 

St. Mary’s Church Wotton-under-Edge 

at 6 pm, Sunday 31st December  
 

Tickets from It Takes Two, Long Street - £9 before Christmas 
or ’phone 01453 842499 or £10 on the door  

 
Wotton under Edge Arts Association  
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine 
Chapel on Sundays 3rd, 10th and 24th. Story sacks and books are available 
from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 
Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30 am 

4th: The Christmas Story #2 
11th: Christmas Party 10.30 start in church 
18th: Christmas Crafts – 10.00 start in the Parish Room 
25th: NO Little Church! 
 

For more details, contact Zoe 07776 123565 
 
Messy Church: Saturday 9th from 9.30 to 11.00 am 
A service for all ages to eat together, discover more of the Christmas story 
from the gospel of Matthew; then enjoy a time for celebration - telling the 
story, singing and praying. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Service: 
17th: John the Baptist 
 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 
 
 

Prayer for December: 
Faithful God, 
you call us to be ourselves. 
As we wait for your coming this Advent, 
let us find ourselves in the light of your love. Amen. 
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In Touch with Church Army 

God is Active in Mission 
 We are delighted to have welcomed our new Director of Research, 
formerly the Church of England’s Head of Ministry Development, Dr 
Tim Ling, to the team. 

 Tim said: “We cannot pause in our paying attention to how God is 
active in mission, particularly through the voices from ‘the edge’, 
which is one of the gifts that the Church Army brings to the wider 
Church.” 
 Church Army Chief Executive, Mark Russell, said: “For 20 years, 
our Research Unit has been at the cutting edge of pioneering and 
evangelism, inspiring others to help the church be more creative in 
mission. Tim will bring his considerable gifts and skills to this 
crucial role.” 

 Tim is an Honorary Research Associate at University College 
London’s Institute of Education and his previous experience 
includes work as a police officer, company director, university 
lecturer and as a diocesan ministry development officer. He lives in 
Canterbury with his wife and two children. 

 Welcome, Tim! 

Some of Boswell’s ‘Punch Lines’ 
James Boswell, was a great admirer of Samuel Johnson’s writing and, ten 
years after their first meeting, he decided to write his biography. Here are 

some of his short, memorable, pithy sayings — ‘punch lines’. 

We are more pained by ignorance than delighted by instruction.  

Men more frequently require to be reminded than informed.  

The safe and general antidote against sorrow is employment.  

Merit rather enforces respect than attracts fondness.  

Many need no other provocation to enmity than that they find themselves 
excelled.  

The vanity of being known to be entrusted with a secret is generally one of the 
chief motives to disclose it.  

Among other pleasing errors of young minds is the opinion of their own 
importance.  

The cure for the greatest part of human miseries is not radical, but palliative.  

Whatever is proposed, it is much easier to find reasons for rejecting than 
embracing.  

Almost every man has some real or imaginary connection with a celebrated 
character.  

Discord generally operates in little things; it is inflamed...by contrariety of taste 
oftener than principles.  
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News from Church Army 

—————————- 
Hmm! 
 My father had to have a regular hospital check up which 
sometimes required a couple of days’ stay. The local funeral 
director, a family friend, has been very helpful giving lifts to and 
from the  hospital. On one occasion the night before he was due to 
come home, the nurse approached my father, “Your wife is on the 
phone,” she said cheerfully. “She wants to know what time you 
will be ready for the undertaker to collect you.” 

Monarch Books 



 

23 

 

PERRY AND DAWES CHAPEL 

Traditional Carol Service with Readings 

Monday, December 18th  at  10 am 

Everyone invited 

 

Have you thought of giving your friend or relative who 
has moved away from the area a year’s subscription to 
the Parish Magazine? 
Contact Kate in the Parish Office and she will arrange 
for its delivery to any address in the U.K. In fact, if you 
ring straightaway they should receive it for Christmas. 

Good idea?  The number to ring is 842175. 
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Thomas Becket was born in about 1118,  or in 1120 according 
to later tradition. He was born in Cheapside, London; both his 
parents were from Normandy. 

 His early education was in England, but at about the age of 20 he 
spent a year in Paris. When his father fell on hard times, Thomas 
was forced to earn a living, first with a relative and later with Theo-
bald of Bec, who was then the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 Theobald sent him on several important missions to Rome and 
Bologna and then to Auxerre to study canon law. In 1154 Theobald 
named him Archdeacon of Canterbury, besides other ecclesiastical 
offices. He proved himself so well that Theobald recommended him 
to King Henry II for the vacant post of Lord Chancellor, to which 
Becket was appointed in January 1155. 
 As Chancellor, Becket upheld the king’s traditional sources of 
revenue which came from all landowners, including churches. King 
Henry even sent his son, Henry, to live in Becket's household, as it 
was the custom then for noble children to be fostered out to other 
noble houses. The younger Henry was reported to have said Becket 
showed him more fatherly love in a day than his father did for his 
entire life. 
 After the death of Theobald in 1162, Becket was nominated as 
Archbishop of Canterbury. His election was confirmed on May 23rd 
that year by a royal council of bishops and noblemen. Becket was 
ordained a priest on June 2

nd
 1162 at Canterbury, and the next day 

was consecrated as archbishop by the Bishop of Winchester  and the 
other suffragan bishops of Canterbury. The famous transformation 
of Becket into an ascetic occurred at this time. 
 Henry may have hoped that Becket would continue to put the 
royal government first, rather than that of the church, but a rift 
grew between Henry and Becket as the new archbishop resigned his 
chancellorship and sought to recover and extend the rights of the 
archbishopric. This led to a series of conflicts with the king, which 
accelerated antipathy between the two. Attempts by King Henry to 
influence the other bishops against Becket began in Westminster in 
October 1163, where the King sought approval of the traditional 
rights of the royal government in regard to the church. This led to 
Clarendon, where Becket was officially asked to sign off on the 
King’s rights or face political repercussions. He was summoned to 
appear before a great council to answer allegations of contempt of 
royal authority and malfeasance in the Chancellor's office. Convict-
ed on the charges, Becket stormed out of the trial and fled to the 
Continent. 

Thomas Becket 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

1162-1170 

 
December 29th 
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 Henry pursued the fugitive archbishop, but King Louis VII of 
France offered Becket protection. Becket fought back by threatening 
ex-communication and interdict against the king and bishops and 
the kingdom, but Pope Alexander III favoured a more diplomatic 
approach. In 1170, Alexander sent delegates to impose a solution to 
the dispute. At that point, Henry offered a compromise that would 
allow Thomas to return to England from exile. 
 When Henry the Young was crowned King at York by the 
Archbishop of York and the Bishops of London and Salisbury, this 
was a breach of Canterbury's privilege of coronation, and in 
November 1170 Becket ex-communicated all three clerics. 
 Upon hearing reports of Becket's actions, Henry is said to have 
uttered words that were interpreted by his men as wishing Becket 
killed. The king's exact words are in doubt and several versions have 
been reported. The most commonly quoted, as handed down by "oral 
tradition", is "Will no one rid me of this turbulent priest?", but 
contemporary biographer Edward Grim, writing in Latin,  gives us 
"What miserable drones and traitors have I nourished and brought 
up in my household, who let their lord be treated with such shameful 
contempt by a low-born cleric?" 
 Whatever Henry said, it was interpreted as a royal command, and 
four knights set out to confront the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
arriving there on December 29th 1170. They placed their weapons 
under a tree outside the cathedral and hid their mail armour under 
cloaks before entering to challenge Becket. The knights informed 
Becket he was to go to Winchester to give an account of his actions, 
but Becket refused. When Becket refused their demands to submit to 
the king's will, they retrieved their weapons and rushed back inside  
for the killing.  Several gory accounts of  Becket’s death have been 
made, before one of them shouted: 'Let us away, knights; this fellow 
will arise no more. 
 Thomas Becket is remembered in our calendar on December 29th. 

Doug 
 
 

Punch Line   

“The picture you see now as you look at 
your life may not be very beautiful, but 
seeing it through God’s eyes and in His time, 
you may see purpose in tragedy, reason in 
calamity and meaning in everything. No 
matter what your circumstances, never, 
never lose hope. God is our ever-present 
help and comfort.” 

Selwyn Hughes - ‘Every Day With Jesus’ 
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Letter from Canon Philip Mounstephen 
Dear fellow members of the Church Mission Society 
community  
 I read a fascinating piece the other day written by someone who 
had visited both Holy Trinity Brompton and London’s ‘Sunday 
Assembly’. 

 You’ve probably heard of the former; you may well not have 
heard of the latter. It is in fact an ‘atheist church’: it provides a 
place for people who do not believe in God to gather together. 
Implicit in its very existence is the recognition that church 
provides what many people seek, whether or not they are believers: 
and that is a sense of community. The writer was struck by a 
number of parallels: the style of music, the collection, the 
opportunity to reflect, the inspirational stories, the coffee (!) – and, 
yes, that sense of community. Of course there are differences. As 
Christians we gather together not just because we need each other, 
important as that is, but because of that sense of being ‘loved 
together’ into community by the grace of God. 

 But I wanted to ask a deeper question of both communities. I 
wanted not just to know about their services (plural) – I also wanted 
to know about their service. What does gathering in community 
send them out to do? After all, Jesus says, it is by our fruit that we 
will be known as his disciples (Matthew 7:20). One of the most 
encouraging things about the church in this country at the moment 
(alongside some bad news stories around the lack of children, for 
instance) is the blossoming of various acts of genuine community 
service, from street pastors, to food banks, to debt counselling, to 
name but three. That seems to me to be genuine fruit: the kind of 
fruit Jesus looks to find in his disciples who form his community. 

 And as the Church Mission Society Community we, too, need to 
remember that we do not exist as a community simply for 
ourselves. We, too, are called to serve. The clue in fact is in our 
name – we are above all a Mission Community! That’s what we 
exist for; to pray for mission together; to learn from mission 
together and to participate in mission – together. 

 Let us pray together that we’ll be faithful to our community 
calling. 

 With my love, in Christ 

 Philip 

    Canon Philip Mounstephen       

 Executive Leader 

PS... ADVENT - sign up now to receive our advent e-mail series 
"Who are you waiting for?"  

http://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-593OJ-8XA3PA-2V5SW8-1/c.aspx
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Christmas Spiral Puzzle © Sermons4Kids 

 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local Ministry 
Team (LMT) 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable 

and encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, 

Rev’d Morag  Langley,  Adrian  Davis,  Joan Deveney, 

Martin Dove, Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 
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The Messenger 

Imagination: Opening new paths to faith 
Approaching the use, upkeep and future of our 

church buildings in bold and creative ways,  
  

W HEN YOU SAY THE WORD ‘CHURCH’ what comes to mind? 
For many people the instinctive reaction is to think of a 

building – probably with a tower or spire. The reality is, of course, 
that the word most often translated ‘church’ in the Bible isn’t a 
building at all but rather a group of people – a people variously 
described as God’s people, God’s family, Christ’s body and much 
more. Nevertheless, in this country especially, church buildings 
form an integrated part of what we often think of when we talk 
about ‘the Church’. 
 In the Diocese of Gloucester we have 390 church buildings in 
addition to other places where worshipping communities meet. 
How should we think of these buildings? How can we sustain them 
for the long-term when so many fewer people ‘go to church’ 
compared with the period when most of them were built? How can 
we possibly keep maintaining them with diminishing resources? 
How can we see them as a precious resource, that we have 
stewardship of, rather than a millstone around our necks? How can 
we better use them as ‘vehicles’ for the mission of the church in the 
21st century and beyond? 
 These are questions that the LIFE vision group, looking at the 
use, upkeep and future of our church buildings, intends to grapple 
with. We are later ‘getting off the blocks’ than most of the priority 
groups, but we aim to get up to speed after our first meeting in 
November. We are very aware that there are no easy answers to 
some of these questions, but we hope and pray that we might be able 
to inspire and share some best practice in imagining new ways of 
‘being church’ and using and caring for our church buildings for 
many years to come. 

 The Archdeacon of Cheltenham, the Ven. Phil Andrew 
 

Need a loan? Flexible loans available at affordable rates 
 No matter what you need, we have a wide range of loans for both 
new and existing Gloucestershire Credit Union members. New 
borrowers can borrow up to £1,000 over 18 months and regular 
savers up to £5,000 over 5 years depending upon your circumstance . 
All loans applications are individually reviewed to try to find your 
best borrowing option. 
 Gloucestershire Credit Union belongs to the people that are part 
of it, which means that when you borrow from us you are effectively 
borrowing from other members. Not from pay-day lenders at  
exorbitant interest rates. For full details, terms and conditions 
please see our website at: www.gloscreditunion.org.uk 
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Making churches more dementia friendly 
 St. Stephen's Church in Cinderford has been taking steps to 
make its building more dementia friendly. The Alzheimer's Society 
says that there are 850,000 people with dementia in the UK, with 
numbers set to rise to over 1 million by 2025. 
 Working with their local Dementia Action Alliance, the team at 
St. Stephen's has resprayed all the grab rails in their larger 
bathroom so they are not white. This colour contrast makes them 
easier to find for users with low vision. They have also placed signs 
around the church to hopefully help make it easier to find your way 
around if the doors are shut. What are you doing to make your 
church more dementia friendly? Tweet @glosdioc or email 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk For ideas visit 

www.gloucester.anglican.org/your-ministry/inclusive-
communities 

Dementia friendly churches 
 If you are in the Forest of Dean and interested in making your 
church more dementia friendly, contact the Rev’d Nina 
Summerfield. She’s the curate of Lydney Parish and also works as a 
Dementia Friendly Community Enabler with the Forest of Dean 
District Council. 
 Nina said: “I am able to offer any church (not just Anglican) in 
the Forest of Dean District Council area free dementia awareness 
training at a place and time to best suit you. Numbers attending no 
issue. Our aim is to enable those living with dementia to remain as 
part of their faith community for as long as they wish to - staying 
connected, staying involved, staying as a part of the family of the 
Church, is good for everyone and could make an enormous 
difference to someone living with dementia and those who love and 
care for them.” 
 Contact Nina on nina.summerfield@fdean.gov.uk 
  
 
 

Events and training 
Friday 1 to Sunday 3 December 
Bisley Benefice Crib Exhibition 
 Over 80 nativity cribs on display in St. Bartholomew’s Church, 
Oakridge. Some hand-made, some from all over the world, plus a 
pop up café. Free admission. More details and timings 
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/TheChristmasStory2017.pdf 
 
Friday 1 December, 10am to 12.30pm, Church House, Gloucester, 
GL1 2LY 
Domestic abuse workshop 
 The Diocese of Gloucester, in partnership with Restored are  
running Domestic Abuse workshops as part of the 16 Days of Action  
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Against Gender Based Violence. Do you know the signs to look out 
for? To book email safeguardingtraining@glosdioc.org.uk 
  

Monday 4 December, 6.30pm to 8pm, Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
Tewkesbury 
Social media training 
 Sharing our stories in new and different ways, including through 
digital media, is one of the priorities that was highlighted in the 
LIFE vision for our Diocese. We would like to help train and 
resource more of our congregations, clergy and parish teams to feel 
confident in using digital media both to promote our churches and 
to share stories of individual faith journeys. Places are free. Booking 
via 01452 835515 or kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 
  

Tuesday 5 December. 10am to 3pm, Tewkesbury Abbey Parish 
Room, GL20 5RZ 
A Quiet Day for Advent “The Spirituality of Mary” (The Spirituality 
Network for Gloucestershire) 
 Tea and coffee are provided but please bring a packed lunch. To 
reserve a place, contact Mrs Penny Lidstone penny@lidstone.net 
01452 741410. 
  

 Wednesday 13 December, 7.30pm 
An evening of Carols with The Filling Station, Royal Agricultural 
University, Cirencester GL7 6JS 
 Guest speaker Bishop Rachel. Entrance is free, all are welcome. 
 

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, e-mail Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view 
videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
gloucester.anglican.org 

——————— 

Hmm !  
 The son of a minister, after passing his driving test, asked his 
father if he could use the family car. 
 “I’ll make a deal with you,” said his dad. “Raise your grades at 
college, study your Bible a little, and get your hair cut, and we will 
talk about it.” 
 A month later the young man raised the question again. 
 “Son,” said his father, “I’m proud of you. You’ve brought your 
grades up, you’ve studied the Bible diligently … but you haven’t had 
your hair cut.” 
 The young man paused for a minute, then said, “Dad, I’ve been 
thinking. Samson had long hair. Noah had long hair. Moses had long 
hair. Even Jesus had long hair.” 
 “Yes,” replied his dad, “and they walked everywhere they went.” 

Monarch Books 
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 
844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday 
 in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesdays  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5 pm  Monday - Saturday subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s,  Alderley: 5 pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5 pm on Wednesday 

  

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a particular 

group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem ! 
 The choir stalls in my church sit below the eye-level of the 
congregation. Running across the entire front of the church is a low, 
velvet-draped railing. Several of the more creative choir members 
discovered that, after finishing the anthem, they could crawl on 
hands and knees behind the railing and leave through a side door. 
They could then buy fresh buns round the corner and return to the 
morning service undetected. 
 One Sunday, an elderly, distinguished-looking bass singer made 
a successful exit. On his return trip, however, he realised that in 
order to reach his seat, he would have to crawl back carrying the 
bag of buns between his teeth. It wasn’t until he was half-way across 
that he noticed the laughter spreading throughout the congregation. 
He was on the wrong side of the railing. 

———— 
 One former bishop and his wife were camping in the Rocky 
Mountains. On Sunday they attended the little church nearby 
dressed in casual clothes. They waited patiently in the small 
congregation but no minister appeared. Finally, the bishop 
approached the organist and said that if everyone was agreeable, he 
would have a stab at taking the service. This he did, and after the 
service an old lady thanked him and said, “You were quite good, you 
know. Have you ever thought about becoming a minister?” 

‘Christian Crackers’ - Monarch Books 

Deadline for the January Magazine by December 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453- 521838)    

Bible Study and House-groups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am-12noon)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (07789777008) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral  Care:  Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 
9am –1 pm)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Mondays 9.30-10.45am ‘Little Church’ (for under-5s    
and carers) followed by arts and crafts activity in the Parish Room - 
Kate Cropper 07799 474054. Holiday-time start at 10.0am. 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 

OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Norman Exell (01453-844384) 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Mrs Frances Neale 01453 543888 
jfn.dursley@gmail.com  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
mailto:jfn.dursley@gmail.com
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard ……...…………………………………………… 07789777008 
 
 

 

 

 

 


