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December 2017 & January 2018

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge

Coffee Morning - 2 December 2017

There will be a coffee morning 10 – 12 at the Parish
Room, raising money for Christian Aid's Special
Appeal for the refugees from Myanmar.

This is an extra fundraising event in response to their
urgent appeal and we are hoping that each church will give
their support, either through making cakes or donating
goods such as books, unwanted gifts, bric-a-brac etc –
anything that we can sell on the day – or just come along
and enjoy coffee and cake.

Alison Sutton

The Christmas Under the Edge Street Event is being held
on the same day;   4 - 7pm also -see overleaf ….

There’s quite a lot happening on Wotton on
Saturday 2 December

More Coffee!
Friday, 15th December

10.30-12.00pm

Coffee Morning in aid of Save the
Children and Christmas Tree

decorating at St. Mary’s
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At the same time as the Street Event, and whatever
your age, why not visit the Baptist Church?
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Footpaths - a  course in sustainable living, in Wotton

7 fortnightly sessions, Thursdays from January 25th, 7.00-9.00. NO CHARGE

~ the course is designed to consider what we can do in our own lives and what
we can do together in our local communities, to move towards living more
sustainably
~ there will be lots of practical involvement, simple information, plus space for
discussion and creative ideas
~ we'll be following an excellent workbook created by Transition Leicester,
which you can borrow, or if you wish to keep a copy, costs £10
~ the sessions will focus on such things as food, consumerism & consumption,
water & waste, transport

For more information or to reserve a place contact
John       07973 856868 or
Grace   07882 295669

Supported by Wotton Quakers

Come and join us for the Story of
Christmas

“The Living Crib”
How Jesus was born in a stable in

Bethlehem

at St Mary's Church

Saturday 16 December 5 – 6 pm

Meet the Donkey; stay for refreshments !

Organised by Churches Together in Wotton



iv

Special Events & Worship in our Churches during December
See individual churches’ notices for other services

Saturday 2nd December
4.00 to 7.00 pm A Little Bit of Peace - space for quiet reflection in the midst of the

Christmas busyness - Baptist Church
   4.00 to 7.00 pm Youth Drop-In - hot chocolate, video games, chill out space, etc. -

Baptist Church Hall

Sunday 3rd December
10.30 am Quakers meet every Sunday in the Chipping Room
  6.00 pm  Advent Service Darkness to Light - St Mary's

Friday 15th December
  7.30 pm  Advent Penitential Service - Holy Cross

Saturday 16th December 5.00 pm Living Crib - St Mary's

Sunday 17th December
8.00 am  Holy Communion - St Mary's

 10.15 am  Family Service - St Mary's
   6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight - United Church
   6.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols - St Mary’s

6.00 pm  Carol Service - Oliver Memorial Chapel
8.00 pm Peace on Earth - Carols, readings, drama and real life stories followed by

coffee and mince pies - Baptist Church

Tuesday 19th December
   6.30 pm Carol Service - Ozleworth Chapel

Saturday 23rd December
5.30 pm Vigil Mass - Holy Cross

Christmas Eve, Sunday 24th December
   8.00 am  Holy Communion
 10.15 am  Morning Worship for Christmas Eve
   4.30 pm  Christingle Service - St Mary's
   5.30 pm  Carols and Readings followed by Vigil Christmas Mass  - Holy Cross
   6.00 pm  Christingle Service - St Mary's
 11.15 pm  Midnight Communion - United Church
11.15 pm  Midnight Mass - Oliver Memorial Chapel

 11.30 pm  Midnight Mass - St Mary's

Christmas Day, Monday 25th December
   8.00 am  Holy Communion for Christmas Day - St Mary’s
 10.00 am  All Age Worship - Baptist Church
 10.15 am  Family Communion for Christmas Day  - St Mary’s
 10.15 am  Christmas Day Family Worship - United Church

Christmas Day Mass will be celebrated at Christ the King Catholic Church,  Thornbury
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United Ramblers
Both walks leave Wotton United Church @ 10 am
 - no transport needed

Monday 4th December 2017

· 5 ¼ mile walk from Wotton via Bradley Green,
Charfield and Kingswood
·Mainly flat apart from start and finish
· 7 stiles & couple of ploughed fields which could
be claggy if wet

· Lunch at “The Royal Oak” in Wotton

Monday 1st January 2018

· 4¼ mile stroll to North Nibley Monument via Wotton Hill to walk off all the
excess festive food and blow away those cobwebs.
· As it is New Year’s Day and currently the local pubs are unsure whether
there will be food at lunch time, it may be a “Bring & Share” lunch in the
Church Hall with hot drinks provided. More information nearer the time.

Leader for both walks: Alan Pearn (01454 260649)

Don’t forget - for those who have booked - our festive lunch at "The Anchor" at
Oldbury Wednesday 20 December @ 12.30 pm

Local transport survey

A survey has been launched to assess the demand for a
safe, secure traffic-free path (also known as a ‘greenway’) to
connect the local communities of Wotton, Charfield &
Kingswood. It takes just a few minutes to complete and can
be found here: www.wckgreenwaygroup.org  Paper copies
of the survey are available from the One Stop Shop in

Wotton and the service stations in Wotton and Charfield. Everyone in the local
area is encouraged to complete the survey, with one return for each person in
your household, including children and young people. The data will be used to
determine if there is enough demand to justify a feasibility study for a greenway.

The survey has been prepared by the Wotton, Charfield and Kingswood
Greenway Group, and is supported by Kingswood Parish Council, Charfield
Parish Council, Wotton-under-Edge Town Council, Renishaw Plc and Wotton
Community Sports Foundation.

Catherine Braun Tel: 07811 767685 Twitter: @Cath_Braun

www.wckgreenwaygroup.org 
www.wckgreenwaygroup.org 
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5 am - WBC

5pm - St Alban’s Cathedral
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105 Christmas
Shoeboxes
have been sent
on their way
including 33
from the Blue
Coat school.
Thank you to
everybody who
contributed in
any way. We
will be informed
in January where they have gone and will let you know. And if you think that a
box of bits has no value, read on ....

Ted's Washcloth – True Story from Operation Christmas Child

Ever wonder what a real difference a shoebox full of simple gifts can make to a
deprived child? Here is Ted's story.
 'I was an orphan in the former Soviet Union when I received my shoebox.
We had to share everything at the orphanage, including towels. When I got a
washcloth in my box I thought it was my own personal towel! It was very
special because it was all just for me – something that I didn't have before.
Another item was a notebook. It was awesome because when I was moved to
a different orphanage I could use it to write letters to my sisters.
 'God used the shoebox to plant a seed of hope in me. All I knew was that
there was someone who had cared enough to send me the washcloth and
notebook. Through the next couple of years that was the hope that I held on
to; that there must be someone out there who could care about me.
 'My sister Tanya had heard about a God who loved her when she received
her shoebox gift so she was praying: "God, if you are real, give me and my
siblings a family"
 'One day I received a letter from her that said: "We might be getting
adopted into an American family". I again thought that there really had to be
someone who cared for me; it could only be someone like a God. All these
little things were pointing me to this amazing, loving God, and yet at this point I
had little comprehension of who He was. I hadn't heard about Jesus.
 'When I was 13 we were adopted. After I'd learned a little bit of English my
Dad told me that God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the
cross for our sins and that it was a free gift. I immediately remembered my
Operation Christmas Child gift and thought, Wow!That makes sense.
Someone who didn't know me gave me a gift, and in the same way before we
ever knew God He loved us enough to give us this gift.
 'At that moment I realised that the hope I was feeling had been given by
God. God ordained that shoebox for me. It opened my heart to Jesus who
changed my life forever.'
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Messy Church at St. Mary’s
9.30 – 11.00am

9 December - ‘Christmas’
13 January – ‘‘Stairway to Heaven’

Breakfast, activities and worship for all
ages;

Experience Epiphany
8 & 9 January 2018

There is to be a presentation of
Epiphany to all the primary and junior
children of Wotton on  January 8 and 9
in St Mary’s Church.  We are looking
for willing volunteers to take part –
dressing up and acting the part of the

Magi, Herod, Mary & Joseph and readers to narrate the story, there are very
few lines to be  learned. If you can lend a hand, either by taking part or shifting
props around or the all important tea making please get in touch with Sue
Marsland or Sue Plant.

This exciting project was last performed in 2012 when it was much appreciated
by children, school staff and parents.

Indoor Games Group.

A games group is held every
Monday from 2 - 4pm at The Parish
Rooms.   Games include Whist,
Rummikub and Scrabble. Cost £1 which includes tea and cake.

We would love to welcome more players!

For more information contact Wendy Dean wendyjanetdean@icloud.com
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Churches Together in Wotton

As I type this, I hear that Joan Deveney has worn her
fingers to the bone, folding several thousand
Christmas Cards, and Geoff Ashby is on the starting
blocks, ready to sprint round the town, delivering one
to every house. We are very grateful to them both,
and to Julia Fry who has again allowed us to use one
of her original designs. If you hear that people have
not received a card in good time for Christmas (we

hope to get them delivered before 2 December) please let me or one of your
own church reps know.

This edition of ‘together in Wotton’ gives an indication of the Christ-mass
activities, meetings, and worship being arranged by all of Wotton’s churches
this year, and whether you are reading this as a regular at one of the
churches; a resident who joins in at Christmas and Easter; someone who
keeps meaning to do so but hasn’t quite got there yet, or a visitor to the town,
we hope there will be something you would like to come to. You will be very,
very welcome.

Following Christmas andChrist’s birth comes the visit of the Magi, and all our
junior school children will be able to Experience Epiphany on 8 & 9 January.

Still in January we join together for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, As
in previous years we hope to be able to meet at each of the town’s churches
for about 30- 45 minutes at 6pm, 18 - 24 January (except Sunday) then on 25
January all are welcome at the Eucharist for the Conversion of St Paul,
7.30pm at St Mary’s: a good way to end the week. Full details of dates and
venues will be publicised as soon as they are finalised.

I know it is only November, but I have to mention Easter - or at least, Lent.
Easter, therefore Lent, is early this year, with Ash Wednesday falling on 14
February, at which time the Lent House Groups start. Look out for details and
again, if you can find no information contact any Churches Together rep, or
me, or use the enquiry form on the Churches Together website.

The Churches Together Forum will meet on Monday 8 January and welcomes
feedback and ideas from anyone as we review and look to the year ahead.

Wishing all the readers of ‘together in Wotton’ a happy and blessed Christmas.
Wotton is a good place to be, at Christmas and at other times. Can we work
together to make Wotton a better place to be? To make the world a better
place to be?

Judy Mills, Convenor, Churches Together in Wotton
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Have you ever wondered about some strange, graffiti chalked on the door at
St Mary's? Have you seen reference to a service called The Blessing Of
Chalk? Thanks to Rev Rob Axford for the explanation

The Feast of the Epiphany - Blessing Your Home & Family
The custom of asking God's blessing upon home and family at Epiphany
originated in central Europe. The tradition flows from the blessing that the Three
Wise Men brought to the home of Jesus when they found him by the guidance
of the Star. The marking of our houses in the name of the three wise men also
symbolises our willingness to receive all who love or seek Our Lord Jesus Christ.
The traditional blessing uses a piece of blessed chalk, marking near the main
doorway the following:
20 + C + M + B + 18. The "20" is the beginning two numbers of this year, the
four "+" symbolise the cross which is a sign of blessing. The three letters "C, M,
and B" stand for the Three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, but they
can also stand for the three Latin words "Christus mansionem benedicat", which
means "May Christ bless this home" and the "18" will stand for the last two
numbers of the year.
From the Service:

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
People: Who has made heaven and earth
Minister: The Lord be with you
People: and also with you.
Minister: Lord God, we call on your holy name to bless these

pieces of chalk. May those who take them and write with them on the
doors of their houses the names of your holy Wise Men, Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar, be aided by the intercession of the saints and
have a share in their merits; may their bodies be healthy and their souls
saved. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Marking of Homes with Blessed Chalk
The main entrance to the church and Vicarage (and other doors at will) will be
marked with blessed chalk in the following way:  “20 + C + M + B + 18”
while saying the following prayer:
The three Wise Men
 C          Caspar
 M        Melchior



xii

 B         and Balthasar - followed the star of God's Son who
became man
 2018    two thousand and eighteen years ago
 + +        May Christ bless our home
 + +        and remain with us throughout this New Year
If others are present we may continue
Almighty God, your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth:
Father, protect in your love our neighbours, our families and this community of
which we are a part. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Pieces of blessed chalk will be available after the celebration for those who
wish to perform the rite of blessing at home.
The Evening Eucharist with Incense and the Blessing of Chalk will be held at St
Mary’s at 7.30pm on Saturday 6th January 2018

Praying for the Churches

It’s good to remember and pray for the other Churches in the town; for their
congregations and for their Ministers and leaders, Did you know that there is a
list, a rota, when we are asked specifically to remember or focus on one or
other Church in the town?

The list is:
● Jan & July: United Church
● Feb & Aug: Synwell Chapel
● March & Sept: Quakers
● April & Oct; St Mary’s
● May & Nov: Wotton Baptist
● June & Dec: Holy Cross

This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If
you have any comments, or would like items included in future issues, please

see your church reps or contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


