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Letter from the Curate 
Dear Friends 

F EBRUARY may be the shortest month of the year but there’s a lot 
happening in it! We start the month still in the Christmas season 

– for that does not end until Candlemas, February 2nd. It is on that 
day, that the crib in the church will be taken down and put away for 
this year. For that is the day, forty days after Christmas, when Mary 
and Joseph took Jesus to be presented in the Temple. 

 A couple of weeks later, we enjoy the fun of pancake tossing and 
eating on Shrove Tuesday, followed immediately by that rather more 
solemn service on Ash Wednesday (which this year is also St 
Valentine’s Day!) And after that comes the season of Lent during 
which we may consider “giving up” something – usually chocolate or 
wine. 

 One of the original reasons for the season of Lent was as a 
preparation for Easter, both for people who wished to be baptised and 
admitted into the family of God, and for those who, after being 
excluded from the church for apostasy or serious faults, used Lent as 
a time of fasting and penance as they prepared to be re-admitted to 
communion. 

 These forty days of Lent offer us an opportunity to take time out to 
consider our relationship with God, a time for prayer and reflection. 
There are many good Lent books specifically designed to help us in 
our reflections. I used “Dust and Glory” by David Runcorn during 
Lent 2016 and can recommend it. Please speak with a member of the 
ministry team if you want to find out more about books for reflection 
during Lent. 

With every blessing in Christ 
Morag 
 

Church Keys 

 As part of my Safeguarding role I need to keep an up-to-date 
list of all Church key holders at St. Mary’s. If you have a key for 
the Church, Parish Room, Safe or Flower cupboard please fill in a 
Keyholder Declaration which can be found on the table at the 
back of the Church and return it to me by February 28th. Thank 
you.  

Kate Tutty 
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Experience Epiphany 2018 
 
 This event, attended by both the Bluecoat and British Schools, 
took place at St. Mary’s on January 8th and 9th. Members from most of 
the churches in Wotton played a part in staging the event. The 
weather was bitterly cold, so hours spent in the church was no picnic. 
Nearly fifty volunteers helped erect the scenery, play parts in the 
dramatic representation of Epiphany, lay up and serve lunch for the 
volunteers, act as guides, make coffee and finally dismantle 
everything at the end. The children were able to explore the visit of 
the magi in a series of plays, songs, reflection and prayer, to light 
candles and, hopefully, to take away a sense of wonder at this 
amazing story. 
 

 Highlights were the stunning costumes for nine magi (we needed 
three copies of each to enable the programme to progress) and the 
three baby Jesuses. We are so grateful to Ezra, Lyra and Jude for 
performing this role with their mothers as Mary. The children were 
delighted to encounter a real baby. We uncovered some new dramatic 
talent and everyone who took part enjoyed the real spirit of teamwork 
which pervaded the whole event. 

 

 Thank you all so much for your time, energy, enthusiasm and 
generosity in lending props. 
 

 It was six years ago when we previously put on this Experience, so 
for the children it was fresh and exciting. We do hope you will like to 
be involved in further productions of a similar nature. 

 
Sue Marsland and Sue Plant 

 

 

 

Children’s Society Coffee Morning 
 
 The annual Coffee Morning for the box opening will take place 
in the Parish Room on Saturday 3rd February from 10am until 
noon. If you are a box holder please bring your Children’s Society 
box along on that morning, enjoy a chat over a cup of tea or coffee 
and pick up some bargains on the stall. Even if you do not have a 
house box, please come and support the work of the Children’s 
Society 

Dot Moss 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events 

for February 
 
 

Wednesday 7th February 2.15pm 
Parish Room 

 
Wait and See as the new programme is still being finalised. 
It will be distributed at this meeting. 
 

 
Wednesday 21st February 9.30am 

Corporate Communion 
This service is on the usual church calendar, but on the 3rd 
Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the service 
and for coffee afterwards. 
 
 

There is no evening meeting in February 
 

 

REMEMBER, YOU ARE WELCOME TO ALL OUR 

MEETINGS AND SERVICES 

 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 



 

4 

 

This ancient festival, which  marks the end of the Christmas 
season, comes at the midpoint of winter, halfway between the 
shortest day and the Spring Equinox.  

 On this day of the year, it used to be a custom that all the candles 
which were going to be used in the church during the coming year 
were brought into church and a blessing was said over them - hence 
it became known as the Festival Day (or 'mass') of the Candles. In 
early days, candles were important for illumination, but also 
because some people thought they gave protection against plague, 
illness and famine, and, in fact, the Romans had a custom of lighting 
candles to scare away evil spirits in the winter. 

 For Christians, candles were (and still are) a reminder of 
something even more important. In fact, other names for this day 
are ‘The Presentation of Christ in the Temple’ and ‘The Purification 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary’. Christians often talk of Jesus as 'the 
Light of the World' - and candles are lit during church services to 
remind Christians of this. 

 There are many customs associated with Candlemas. In Scotland, 
in the olden days, Candlemas was the day when children brought 
candles to school so that the classrooms could have light on dull 
days. As time went on, gas-lighting took over from candle-light. The 
children took money to the teacher who was supposed to spend it on 
sweets and cakes for the children to eat. The boy and girl taking in 
the most money were declared Candlemas King and Queen and they 
'ruled' for six weeks. They had the power to make one whole 
afternoon a week a playtime, and they could also let anyone off 
punishment.   

 Robert Herrick in his poem 'Ceremonies for Candlemas Eve' 
writes: 

Down with the rosemary and bays, 
Down with the mistletoe; 
Instead of holly, now up-raise 
The greener box (for show). 

 Some people believed that Candlemas Day predicted the weather 
for the rest of the winter, using this verse: 

 If Candlemas Day be dry and fair, 
 The half o’ the winter's to come and mair; 
 If Candlemas Day be wet and foul, 
 The half o’ the winter's gane at Yule. 

Doug 

    Candlemas Day February 2nd 
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Christian Aid 

 Christian Aid is the official relief and 
development agency of 41 British and Irish 
churches, and works to support sustainable 

development, stop poverty, support civil society and provide 
disaster relief in South America, the Caribbean, Africa and Asia 
(Including the Middle East). Christian Aid campaigns to change the 
rules and systems that keep people poor, speaking out on issues 
such as tax justice, trade justice, climate change, and Third World 
debt. Christian Aid has fought poverty for more than 75 years. 
 Christian Aid's essential belief is summed up in the statement 
"We believe in life before death", often used alongside the Christian 
Aid logo. Christian Aid states it works where the need is greatest, 
regardless of religion, nationality or race. One of its other messages 
is "Poverty Over", represented by the word "Over" highlighted 
within the word "Poverty". It works with 570 local partner 
organisations in 45 countries around the world to help the world's 
poorest communities. It is a major member of the Stop Climate 
Chaos, The Fairtrade Foundation and Trade Justice Movement 
campaigns. Christian Aid's headquarters are in London and it has 
regional teams across the UK and Ireland. Christian Aid also 
organises the UK's largest door-to-door collection, Christian Aid 
Week, which takes place in May each year. 
  

Christian Aid 
“When I needed a neighbour, were you there ?” 

 While we observe Lent within our churches and house groups, 
Christian Aid produces each year a challenging daily reminder of 
one aspect of the real world, covering the six weeks of Lent, with 
opportunities to make a tangible difference to twenty million 
refugees and countless development projects across the globe. 
 On behalf of the Christian Aid committee, I have ordered copies 
for distribution to all Churches Together, in time to get them round 
before Ash Wednesday, 14th February. They will also be available at 
the first Lent Lunch, for Christian Aid, in St. Mary’s Parish Room 
from 12 noon on Friday 16th, to which all are welcome. 

Iain Marchant 
Lent Lunches for Christian Aid 

Friday 16th February in Parish Room 
Friday 23rd February in Parish Room  
Friday 2nd March in Parish Room 
Friday 9th March at Baptist Church 
Friday 16th March in Parish Room 
Friday 23rd March in Parish Room 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tax_justice&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_World_debt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_World_debt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_Climate_Chaos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stop_Climate_Chaos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fairtrade_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_Justice_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Aid_Week
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Aid_Week


 

6 

 

Readings for February 
4th  2nd before Lent  
  Proverbs 8: 1, 22-31;  Colossians 1: 15-20; John 1: 1-14 
 

11th  Next before Lent 
  2 Kings 2: 1-12;    2 Corinthians 4: 3-6; Mark 9: 2-9 
 

18th     1st Sunday of Lent 
  Genesis 9: 8-17;1    Peter 3: 18 – end;  Mark 1: 9-15 

 

25th  2nd Sunday of Lent 
  Genesis 17:1-7,15-16;  Romans 4: 13 - end; Mark 8: 31 – end 
 
  

Lent Study Groups 
This year the theme will be "Journey through the Lord’s Prayer", 
commencing on Monday 19th February.  These groups are 
ecumenical and anyone can sign up to come along and explore 
the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer, and it's good to meet others 
from Churches in the Town, too.  Please sign up on the sheets 
at the back of Church. Daytime or evening meetings will be held.  
The sign-up sheets will be displayed until Friday 16th February.  
 Churches Together in Wotton thank all those who have 
willingly offered to lead the groups. 

Celebration 
To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical 
Insurance is offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for 
every new home insurance policy taken out by a member 
of our congregation during 2018.  For more details, see 
the poster displayed in the church porch or on page 19, 
or speak to Adrian Davis.  
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Caring at Christmas 2017 
 

 My thanks to all who responded so generously to the appeal to 
help the homeless attending the Julian Trust Night Shelter in Bristol 
over Christmas and beyond. The Co-Workers of Mother Teresa met 
in November to make up parcels containing boxer shorts, socks, 
gloves, beanie hats and toiletries. Jane Kennett had organised a 
collection of goods in North Nibley and these donations along with 
those of the Co-Workers meant that 39 carrier bags were amply 
filled.  
 Sunday 10th December turned out to be a snowy, cold day and 
numbers at church were down. However, the donations of food, 
goods and money kept trickling in during the following weeks and 
eventually a carload of goods was taken to Gloria Hammond, who 
kindly took everything on to the Night Shelter.  
 The gifts of money have amounted to £410. Again, many thanks to 
everyone who responded to the plight of the homeless in Bristol. 

Dot Moss 

RNLI Guest Speaker Evening  
Tuesday 6th March - Clifton Suspension Bridge 

 The Wotton and District Branch of the RNLI will again be holding 
a Guest Speaker evening at the Cotswold Edge Golf Club. This year's 
speaker is  Gordon Young, a volunteer tour-guide at the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge and Chairman of the Commemorative Blue 
Plaques Panel of the Bristol Civic Society, who will present an 
illustrated talk about this iconic world symbol of Bristol. The talk 
will embrace the early history, troubled financial matters resulting 
in construction being abandoned, eventual completion, and 
celebratory opening, plus lively little-known anecdotes of its 
subsequent history. Along the way, Gordon will show 'props' relating 
to the bridge and demonstrate (with audience participation, how the 
chains support the bridge. 

 The presentation will start at 8:00pm, but the doors will be open 
from 7:30 and the bar will be open. 

 Tickets (£10 each) for this event will be on sale from mid-January 
from the Cotswold Book Room and from Westward Travel (both in 
Long Street). Alternatively, contact the Branch through our web-
site: www.wuernli.btck.co.uk, or telephone John Barnett (01453 
844709). All proceeds will go to the RNLI (Registered Charity #209603 
in England and Wales). 
        John Barnett, 

 Chairman - RNLI Wotton-under-Edge and District Branch  
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St. Mary’s Vision for 2017 to 2022 
  
 St. Mary’s LMT is planning more opportunities for us all to 
develop our faith and fellowship, so watch out for these over 
the next few months. 

 In the meantime, what are you doing about it? The Vision is 
for all of us – and for individual action as well as the things we 
do together. 
 
 Have you still got your copy of the Vision card to keep 
handy? If not pick one up from the back of church. 
 
Here’s a reminder for you: 

“We all seek to deepen our faith and fellowship and to 
share the transforming love of Jesus Christ in the 

community.” 
 
We will do this through: 
 
Faith 

 Deepen our relationship with God through prayer and 
    worship. 

 Grow our knowledge of and enthusiasm for God   
    through study and exploration. 

 
Fellowship 

    Develop our relationship with one another through          
    hospitality, friendship and sharing. 

    Develop our understanding of our identity as the body  
    of Christ. 

 
Sharing Christ’s love 

    Be welcoming, accepting and imaginative 

    Live and share the transforming love of Christ in our     
    daily lives 
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Save the Date 

 
VINEY HILL CAMPING AND SOCIAL WEEKEND 

IS FROM, 8th-10th June  
 

 St. Mary’s has booked the Viney Hill Christian Outward Bound 

Centre in the Forest of Dean, near Lydney for another summer 

weekend. 

 Get to know those at St. Mary’s in this relaxed atmosphere, 

with plenty of time to chat, share a meal and join in activities if 
you choose. 

 We hold compline before bed and a service before lunch on 

Sunday. 

 The surroundings are ideal for a walk or bike ride and we enjoy 

an evening talent show and bonfire chat (weather permitting). 

 Saturday’s organised activities include: archery, canoeing (we 
have reserved the lake this year!) low ropes and crate stacking, 

which are led by a qualified instructor (additional cost 

approximately from £6.25 to £14.50 each). 

 We also have free activities for the young ones and no need to 

pitch a tent (they are pre-erected) or stay in one of the Cabins. 

 Food is included in the price with inside facilities for preparing 
and serving meals and a lounge for relaxing. 

 Cost subject to confirmation: Weekend: adults/8+years £47 pp; 

school age—7 years £35 pp; under school age £20 pp; under 1 year 

free. 

 Saturday: £14 per adult/8+ years; £5 per 1-7 years. 

 

Enquiries please contact Mrs. Teresa Pottinger, telephone 01453 

843272 or teresa.pottinger@talk21.com 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW... 

mailto:teresa.pottinger@talk21.com
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Unanswered prayer  
Read: I call to you, O Lord my rock do not refuse 
to listen, for if you keep silent I shall be like those 
who go down into the depths. Hear my entreaty 
as I beg you for help, and as I lift up my hands 

towards your dwelling place.             Psalm 28:1-2  
Ponder: It was a frustrating business. We’d been connected and were enjoying a 
good chat when suddenly a fault developed on the line and although I could still 
hear my friend, he could no longer hear me. It felt suddenly as if I was talking to 
myself On other occasions like this, the roles may be reversed, so that we are 
suddenly unable to hear the person we are speaking to even though they continue 
to hear us. Both scenarios can find an echo in prayer: one day we are blissfully 
aware of God's presence and the next it's as though we've been cut off; either our 
words unheard, unregistered, or the reply being blocked somewhere. 
 So it was, on more than one occasion, for David. In Psalm 28, he cries out to 
God, begging him to listen, patently aware that an answer does not always appear 
forthcoming. In Psalm 22, his prayer is even more poignant: ‘O my God, I cry to 
you by day, yet you do not answer; and by night, yet find no relief’ (verse 2). 
Those who have never had such an experience in prayer are fortunate indeed. 
Yet, for David this was not the end of the story. In both cases, he ends his psalm 
with an outpouring of praise, an expression of trust and thanksgiving for it 
becomes clear that God has not only heard him but also responded. Remember 
that if ever you feel that the ‘line has gone dead’ and your prayers are unheard. 
The testimony of scripture is that ours is a God who always hears and who will 
always finally answer. 
Ask yourself:  Have you stopped believing God will answer your prayers? Have 
you given up praying as you once did? Are you still open to what God might have 
to say? 
Pray: Living God, I bring to you those times when I call to you for help and you 
seem to be silent; those days when I do not hear your voice no matter how I listen 
for it. Help me to understand that even when I feel alone, you are listening and 
even when you seem far away, you are always near. 
 Give me faith to hold on, courage to trust in your promises, and humility to 
recognise that your answer will come in your own time and your own way. May 
that knowledge sustain and inspire me, whatever I may face. Through Jesus 
Christ my Lord. Amen. 
Remember: Blessed be the Lord, for he has heard my plea. The Lord is my 
strength and my shield; in him I trust with all my heart. So I am sustained; my 
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heart dances for joy and my whole body gives praise to him!              Psalm 28:6-7  
Close: Gracious God, draw close to me and help me to draw nearer to you. 
Speak to me and help me to hear. Challenge me and help me to respond. 
Enthuse me with the wonder of your love, and so may joy and peace fill my heart, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

Nick Fawcett ‘Daily Prayer’, Kevin Mayhew 
 

 
 

Letter from the Chairperson of Women’s 
World Day of Prayer 

December 2017 

Genesis 1: 31 (from The Word on the Street):  

God looks at everything he’s made, and says “Fantastic. I love it!” 
 

 All God’s creation is very good; at least it was – until humans 
began to destroy it! God must be very disappointed by our 
selfishness and thoughtlessness. 

 The service from Suriname is one of the more challenging ones 
we have had presented to us. And, as happens so often with WDP 
services, it is also very topical. Caring for God’s very good creation 
is hugely important and highly relevant to people of all ages and 
beliefs. 

 There are many things we can do both as individuals and as 
churches or Churches Together groups to care for God’s wonderful 
creation. 

 Over the past few weeks, I’ve been attending Preparation Days. 
At some of them, where we’ve had a bit more time to talk, we’ve had 
some good discussions about what we might do. We’ve talked about 
recycling, of course, but also about encouraging more people to re-
use plastic bags, lobbying supermarkets about excessive plastic 
packaging and using aeroplanes and our own cars less often. 

 I have been talking to some of the Christian eco-charities and 
have put together some suggestions for actions that we can take as 
our response to this challenging service. You will find them on the 
‘Creative Ideas’ page. 

 As you get down to planning your service, please don’t forget the 
importance of Prayerful Action. 

 Elizabeth Burroughs, Chairperson 
 National Committee for England, 
 Wales and Northern Ireland 
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The Co-Workers of Mother Teresa 
 

This month we have Dot Moss writing about her favourite 
charity, which I know she has been doing for many years. If 
you feel you would like to tell us about your charity do speak 
to Rev’d Iain or give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-
mail (address at bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 The Co-Workers of Mother Teresa are part of the Missionaries of 
Charity family, the order that Mother Teresa started in 1950. The 
Sisters who joined the Missionaries of Charity order took the usual 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience but also pledged “whole- 
hearted service to the poorest of the poor”. They worked with the 
homeless, young and old, living and dying on the streets of Calcutta 
(as it was called then). The order grew and new houses were set up 
in India and other parts of the world. At the same time lay people 
were supporting the Sisters through direct help with soup kitchens, 
prison visiting etc. and also by prayer. In 1969 these helpers became 
officially known as The International Association of Co-Workers. 
 Gwen Lamb, wife of the curate Philip Lamb, started the Co-
Worker group in Wotton in the early 1980s. It has always been a 
small group of around twelve to fourteen people drawn from the 
churches in the town, but supported by a number of people who do 
not attend the monthly meetings in the Parish Room. Originally the 
group supported the Sisters by knitting and sewing garments, 
which were shipped out to India. Thirteen years ago the Indian 
Government banned the import of these goods, declaring that the 
country was in a position to export garments etc. New outlets have 
since been found for the blankets and garments produced by the 
group. Currently we send blankets and jumpers to the Carter 
School in The Gambia, hats to the Mission to Seafarers at the Royal 
Portbury Docks, garments to the Haven Nursery in Gloucester and 
the group make hats, scarves and gloves for the Night Shelter and 
the Christmas Shoe boxes. We also try to support these outlets with 
donations towards ever rising transport costs, although no 
fundraising as such is done in Mother Teresa’s name. Mother 
Teresa believed that where there was a need it could be met 
through prayer. 
 Co-Workers of Mother Teresa are men, women, young people 
and children of all religions and denominations who seek to follow 
Mother Teresa’s example of commitment of wholehearted free 
service to the poorest of the poor, whether locally or further afield. 
There is more information about the Co-Workers on the Internet, if 
you wish to know more about the Wotton Group please ask. 

Dot Moss 
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 Word Search 

C - C 

Cadillac Cambric  Catholic  Caustic  Celtic 

Ceramic  Chaotic  Cherubic  Chic  Chromatic  

Chronic  Citric  Civic  Classic  Cleric Clinic 

Colic  Comic  Conic  Cosec  Cosmic Critic 

Cubic Cyclic  Cyclonic  Cynic  
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Diary for February  
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 

2
nd

  Friday - Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

3rd  Saturday: 10.00-12.00pm Children’s Society Coffee Morning 
and Box Opening in the Parish Room.  

 6pm St. Mary’s Bell Peal 

 

4th  Sunday – 2nd Sunday before Lent: 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

5th  Monday: 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers beginning in Church then 
moving to the Parish Room; 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

6th  Tuesday: 7.45 pm Alderley and Tresham PCC Meeting at 
Wortley Farmhouse 

7
th

  Wednesday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

9th  Friday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

10th  Saturday: 9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s - 
breakfast, activities and worship for all ages 

 

11th  Sunday – Next before Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 

 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

12th  Monday: 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers beginning in Church then 
moving to the Parish Room; 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
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13th  Tuesday – Shrove Tuesday 

 4pm Pancake Races at St. Mary’s 

14th  Wednesday – Ash Wednesday 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union 
Corporate Communion) 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

 6.00pm Evening Eucharist with Ashing at St. Martin’s, North 
Nibley 

 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Communion with Ashing at St. 
Mary’s 

16th  Friday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 

 12.00pm Lent Lunch in Parish Room for Christian Aid 

 

18th  Sunday – 1st Sunday of Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 

 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 

19th  Monday: 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – meet in Parish 
Room; 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

21st  Wednesday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

 7.30pm Wotton Finance Committee Meeting (Venue to be 
agreed) 

 7.45pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 

23rd  Friday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  12.00pm Lent Lunch in Parish Room 

 

25th  Sunday – 2nd Sunday of Lent 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

26th  Monday: 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and 
crafts for under-fives and carers beginning in Church then 
moving to the Parish Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
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 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 

27th  Tuesday: 7.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the 
Parish Room; 

28th  Wednesday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 2.15pm Wotton Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 

 

Dates for Early March 
 

2nd  Friday: 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  12.00 Lent Lunch in the Parish Room 

3rd  Saturday: 7.30pm Wotton Concert Series – Spring Concert of  
  Chamber Music 

 

4th  Sunday – 3rd Sunday of Lent 

  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’ 

 
From the Registers 

The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 

 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

14th  January Erin Graham St. Mary’s 

20th  January Alfred Costello St. Mary’s 

 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

“Behold! I make all things new” 

5th  January Leslie “John” Humphries St. Mary’s 

11th  January Ellen “Nell” Heaven St. Mary’s/Westerleigh 
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PANCAKE PARTY 

Tuesday, February 13th 

4.00- 5.30 

at St. Mary’s Church 

 
A SOCIAL EVENT FOR ALL AGES 

TO ENJOY 
 

COME AT ANY TIME 
 

 Fresh pancakes, until we run out 

 Plus tea and cake in church 

 Fun activities for all in church 

 Races on the drive, weather 

permitting 

Donations are welcome towards costs 
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Letter from our new Director of Music 
  

 Now that I am officially Director of Music, I would like to thank 
you all for making Glen and myself so very welcome at St. Mary’s. 
We both feel very ‘at home’ with you all. 

 Those of you who know me from my time at Rose Hill School will 
understand my commitment to singing and I find myself very 
fortunate to have many committed choristers here who all strive 
with me to produce choral singing to aid the worship of all who 
attend the services. 

 If you or anyone you know, of any age, enjoy singing, then please 
come to choir practice on a Friday evening from 6.00, for those of 
school age, or 7.00 for all others and you will be made very welcome. 

 Looking forward to Passion Sunday (March 18th), the choirs will 
be singing the Requiem by Faure at 6.00pm, as an act of preparation 
for Holy Week, and should you wish to join in please attend choir 
practices in February from 7.00pm. If anyone has a copy of the vocal 
score that we could borrow please bring in as presently we are 
lacking sufficient copies. 

 If you have any suggestions for music or wish to speak to me 
regarding any aspect of the church music, please speak to me on a 
Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local Ministry 
Team (LMT) 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable and 

encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, Rev’d  

Morag  Langley,  Adrian  Davis,  Joan Deveney, Martin Dove, 

Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 
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Hmm!! 
 The minister’s wife sang in the choir to bolster the soprano 
section. One Sunday, the father of an eight-year-old boy asked his 
son if he knew the minister’s wife. 
 “Oh, yes,” came the reply. “she’s one of the chorus girls.” 

Monarch Books 

 

Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to donate 

£130 to your church for every new home insurance policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK 
and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation 
Authority 
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Hymn  for  the  Month 
"There's  a  spirit  in  the  air"   (746 in  Anglican Hymns O and N) 

 Shortly  before  Christmas  a  preacher  came  to  St.  Mary's  and  
said,   “Christians have  to  be  like  Christ”.  And  he  said  it  several  
times. 
 To  some  that  may  seem  a  startling  statement;  but  it's  not  
new.   Jesus  said  the same  thing.  He  said,   “I  am  the  light  of  the  
world”;   he  also  said  to  His  disciples, “YOU  are  the  light  of  the  
world”   and  he  went  on  to  say  what  that  meant  in  practice: “Let  
your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  the  good  
deeds  you  do  and glorify  your  Father  in  heaven”.   Jesus  brought  
the  light  of  God   into  the  murk of  this  world  by  healing  the  
sick,   caring  for  the  outcast,   feeding  the  hungry and  by  living  
according  to  God's  will. 
 This  hymn  reminds  us  that  that  is  still  how  the  light  of  God,   
the  light  of Christ,   is  to  be  seen  in  the  darkness  of  our  world  
today: 
 “When  a  hungry  child   is  fed” 
and  there  are  plenty  of  hungry  children   (and  adults)   in  the  
world  today.  

 “Seeing  wrong  -  and  setting  right” 
.....standing  firm  against  the  common  belief  that  what  matters  
most  in  life  is getting  a  lot  of  money  and  having  a  good  time; 
 “Where  the  homeless  find  a  home”  

in  places  like  St.   Julian's  and  Church  Army  hostels. 
 We  may  not  ourselves  be  able  to  take  part  in  these  kinds  of 
good  deeds,  but we  can  associate  ourselves  with  them  by  our  
gifts  and  our  prayers.  We  can  also look  out  for  opportunities  to  
bring  a  beam  of  God's  light  to  the  sick,  the housebound,   the  
deaf,   the  blind,   the  lonely,   the  bereaved  and  the  many  others 
whose  life  is lived   in  a  shadow. 
 The  hymn  begins  by  speaking  of   “a  spirit  in  the  air”;   it  
ends  by  speaking of  “a  Spirit  in  the  air” -  note  the  change  from  
a  small   ‘s’  to  a  capital.  We  are not  thinking  of  a  vague  
“feeling”,  but  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  came  upon  Jesus at  his  
Baptism  and  enabled  him  to  do  all  his  good  deeds;   the  same  
Holy  Spirit was  given  to  us  at  our  Baptism  to  enable  us  to  do  
our  good  deeds  and  so  be  lights in  the  world  -   “like  Christ”. 

T.N. 



 

21 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Children’s Church: There will be some activities left in the 
Catherine Chapel on Sundays 4th, 11th and 25th. Story sacks and 
books are available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the 
pews. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

  5th: Kings 
12th: Esther 
19th: TBA 
26th: TBA 
For more details, contact:  
    Kirsty Beasley 07811 187899  kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Messy Church: Saturday 10th from 9.30 to 11.00am 
A service for all ages to eat together, discover more of the story of 
Zacchaeus through a variety of activities; then enjoy a time for 
celebration - telling the story, singing and praying. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Service: 
18th: The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 

Prayer for February: 
Look up the World Watch List at www.opendoors.org 
for the five most dangerous places to be a Christian, and 
find them on a map. 

 

Pray for Christians in countries where it is not safe to be 
open about their faith. 

mailto:kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk
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Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent for Western 
Christian churches. It's a day of penitence to cleanse the soul 
before the Lenten fast. Services are held at which worshippers 
can be marked with ashes as a sign of penitence and mortality. 

 The service draws on the ancient Biblical traditions of covering 
one's head with ashes, wearing sackcloth, and fasting.  

 The ashes used on Ash Wednesday are made by burning the palm 
crosses which were blessed on the previous Palm Sunday. The ash is 
sometimes mixed with anointing oil, which not only ensures that the 
ashes make a good mark, but also reminds the churchgoer of God's 
blessings and of the anointing that took place at their baptism. Thus 
the imposition of ashes on the forehead symbolises the way Christ's 
sacrifice on the cross was an atonement for sin, and also replaces the 
Old Testament tradition of atonement by making burnt offerings.  

 The shape of the mark and the words used are symbolic, too: the 
cross is a reminder of the mark of the cross made at baptism, and the 
phrase often used when the ashes are administered reminds 
Christians of the doctrine of original sin. 

 In some churches, the worshippers may leave with the mark still 
on their forehead so that they carry the sign of the cross out into the 
world — at others, the service ends with the ashes being washed off, 
as a sign that the participants have been cleansed of their sins. 

 On Palm Sunday, we celebrate Jesus' triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem so, when the crosses used in the Palm Sunday service are 
converted to ashes, the worshippers are reminded that defeat and 
crucifixion swiftly followed triumph, but using the ashes to mark the 
cross on the believer's forehead symbolises that through Christ's 
death and resurrection, all Christians can be free from sin. 

 The minister or priest marks each worshipper on the forehead, 
and says: ‘Remember, you are dust and unto dust you shall return’, 
or a similar phrase based on God's sentence on Adam in Genesis 3:19. 

 God made the first human being by breathing life into dust and, 
without God, human beings are nothing more than dust and ashes. 

 The marking of their forehead with a cross made of ashes reminds 
each churchgoer that:  

Death comes to everyone - they should be sad for their sins -  

they must change themselves for the better 

          Doug 

    Ash Wednesday February 14th 
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The Messenger 
  

Living out Christ’s love and hope: Investing in people and 

programmes, which excite young people to explore and grow in faith 

 Who you are, is more than how you look 

T HAT’S THE MESSAGE that Bishop Rachel has been sharing 
with children and young people across our diocese and beyond 

as part of her liedentity campaign. 

  In response to the growing body of evidence highlighting the 
unhappiness of many young people due to body image anxiety, 
Bishop Rachel launched the liedentity campaign in 2016 to 
challenge negative body image in children and young people and 
encourage them to look within to discover true value and beauty. 

  Bishop Rachel said. “Many young people today are sourcing 
their identities from social media and advertising and in the 
process often losing their self-esteem. So much of what they 
experience through social media presents a message of value based 
on physical appearance. I long for every young person to discover 
their worth as a unique individual created in the image of God and 
to find happiness as they go on becoming who they have been 
created to be.” 

 Bishop Rachel has been visiting schools, youth groups and 
worshipping communities and intentionally talking about this issue 
and listening and reflecting with young people on their personal 
experiences. 

  On 20 February she is hosting a national conference on this issue 
with the aim to raise awareness and to share knowledge and 
resources, to help us discover how we can all play an active role to 
promote confidence in the young people with whom we engage. The 
event is open to all who work with children and young people, but 
spaces are limited.  

For more information and to register, visit  
www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-resources/
communications/liedentity 

 “The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance … 
For the Lord sees not as man sees: 

man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart.’” (1 Samuel 16:7)  

 Lucy Taylor, Director of Communications and Engagement 
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The PEEL project: Exploring self identity 
 This month, the Diocese of Gloucester, in partnership with 
ASHA and the British Computing Society, is piloting a resource to 
help young people recognise the true value of others. 
  In a workshop setting, young people are put into pairs and 
interview each other. The aim is for them to discover the beauty at 
the core of the other individual. They are then helped to capture 
this in words, through poetry and also visually, through 
photography. It was launched with an exhibition at London Fashion 
Week last year. 
  The PEEL programme is being developed and rolled out to 
primary and secondary schools this spring. The Diocese of 
Gloucester, agency ASHA and the British Computer Society are 
currently collaborating in partnership to pilot the programme, 
aiming to produce National Curriculum standard resources that 
will enable schools to run the programme. Find out more at https://
projectpeel.org/ 
  
Coming soon… FestivALL 
 We are inviting all our worshipping communities to be part of 
FestivALL, a month of events bringing people closer together and 
celebrating the communities in which we live and work. It aims to 
break down barriers in our communities across ethnicity, faith, 
ability, sexual orientation, class, age and gender and create 
opportunities to discover more about the people, places and 
organisations in our area. So far, up to 40 community and statutory 
organisations are interested in being involved. 
 Come along to a networking event. 
Friday 9 February, 1pm to 3pm at the Barnwood Trust, Ullenwood 

Manor Farm, Cheltenham GL53 9QT on Saturday 24 February, 11am 
at St. Mary de Lode Church, Gloucester, organised by Simon Culley 
of Inclusive Church 
 The big launch is on Thursday 17 May, in Gloucester Cathedral. 
Street food, bands, dancing and much more. More at 
www.festivall.org 
 
 
 

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view 
videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
gloucester.anglican.org 
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 Events and training 
 

More details for all these events at www.gloucester.anglican.org/
events/2018-01 

 

Exploring Christian Vocations 
Saturday 10 February, 10am 

Jerusalem Room, 4 College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 
A day for individuals to reflect on God’s call through discussion, 
input, personal reflection, guest speakers and scripture. We bring 
together guests from a variety of ministries, both lay and ordained, 
who will share their experiences and answer questions. Free. To 
book contact nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835544. 

 
Beyond Thomas the Tank Engine: Seeking Theology for Uncertain 
Times 
Tuesday 27 February, 9.45am to 1pm at St. Mary de Lode Church, 
Gloucester GL1 2TB 
 Once, stories of talking steam trains offered parables for the 
secure ordering of the world under God. Today we are seeking God 
through uncertainty and chaos. Cost £5. To book contact 
ibird@glosdioc.org.uk, 01452 835551. 
  
Growing Messy Leaders 
Saturday 3 March, 10am to 4pm 
 An inspirational, all-age training which will energise and 
empower Messy Church teams. It’s a hands-on, fast-moving day 
which combines the leadership skills of CPAS and experience of 
the BRF Messy Church team to give leaders of all ages the 
opportunity to understand more of the practicalities of leading a 
Messy Church, developing a team and reflecting on their 
relationship with God. Cost is £10 and lunch is provided. To book 
email nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835544. 

  
Social media training 
Monday 5 March, 6pm to 7.30pm 
St. Lawrence Parish Rooms, Barnwood, GL4 3JB 
 A session to train congregations, clergy and parish teams to feel 
confident in using social media both to promote our churches and 
to share stories of individual faith journeys. Led by the diocesan 
communications team. Free. To book email 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835591. 

  The Messenger 
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Welcome to Women's World Day Of Prayer 
 

 The World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical 
Christian laywomen’s initiative. It is run under the motto 
“Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated 
annually in over 170 countries on the first Friday in March. The 
Next World Day of Prayer will be on March 2nd,when People 
Worldwide will again unite in prayer.  

 Recognizing that prayer and action go hand-in-hand, women 
know joint prayer can be effective. Planning for World Day of 
Prayer, 2018, at both the national and global levels is in full swing. 
The next WDP is March 2, 2018. This very special day is celebrated 
on the first Friday in March each year. This is a worldwide 
movement of Christian women that began in the U.S. and Canada 
in the 19th century, and became worldwide in 1927. The continuing 
motto for this very special day is "Informed Prayer and Prayerful 
Action". It's time to begin your local planning, if you haven't 
already done so. 

 This day is no longer celebrated only by women; many men and 
children participate, too. Each year, on this day, Christians of 
many cultures, traditions, and races, in over 170 countries around 
the world unite in prayer. Of course, all people are always welcome 
and encouraged to participate. You can learn more by clicking on 
this link: World Day of Prayer USA. 

 Program materials for 2018 will be designed by the women of 
Suriname -- they are working on them now. The theme for 2018 is 
"All God's Creation is Very Good" Put WDP 2018 on your church 
and/or community calendars now. Programme materials must be 
ordered through the WDP website or through your church or 
women's organization. 

 

History of the Logo for World Day of Prayer 
 This very unique logo was created by women of Ireland, and 

adopted as the international symbol for World 
Day of Prayer in 1982. It is a design with 
symbols meaningful to many cultures 
superimposed on one another. Some of those 
symbols are the circle and the Celtic cross, 
arrows from north, south, east, and west 
converging as if toward the centre of a 
compass, and persons kneeling in prayer, all 
superimposed on a globe. These symbols 
simultaneously indicate unity and diversity. 

 

http://www.wdp-usa.org/


 

27 

 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5 pm  Monday - Saturday subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s,  Alderley: 5 pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5 pm on Wednesday 

  

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 
 

Ahem ! 
  

 Five-year-old Sally left the CD player running while she went off 
to do something else. Her mother asked her why she had left it 
playing to itself. 

 “But it isn’t,” replied Sally indignantly, “God’s dancing to it.” 

———————— 
 

 It was Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Day - and mother was 
preparing pancakes for her sons, Patrick, aged five, and Jeremy, 
aged three. The boys began to argue over who would get the first 
pancake, and their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. 
 “If Jesus were sitting here,”she reproached them, “he would say, 
‘Let my brother have the first pancake,’ ” 
 Patrick immediately turned to his younger brother and said, 
“Jeremy, you can be Jesus.” 

———————— 

 My sister was teaching in a Catholic school where the priest 
came regularly to lead assembly. One day he asked the children, 
“Now, who can tell me what you have to do to get to heaven?” 

 One little boy put up his hand at once. “Die sir.” 

  
 Monarch Books 

Deadline for the March Magazine by February 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 



 

29 

Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am-12noon)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tue-Fri 9am –12 noon)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899).   

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 

OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell,  

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Mrs Frances Neale 01453 543888 
jfn.dursley@gmail.com  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
mailto:jfn.dursley@gmail.com
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


