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Letter from Sue 
Dear Friends, 

I S IT THE TIME OF YEAR or is it that our lives are just 
full of practical problems all the time? Sometimes it is 

so hard to stop thinking about solutions and put these 
dilemmas aside to find time for reflective study or simply 
resting, as most Lenten literature advocates. 

 However, time and time again, I have found my best 
thinking is done when I am not consciously there. When 
I prepare a sermon I do the reading and study and then 
let that information mush around over several days until 
a sermon emerges. Many of us sleep on a problem. It’s a 
bit like a compost heap. You put all the contents in and 
then leave the mixture to mulch and turn into something 
useful. This certainly seems to be what a baby does. 
When all the new experiences become too much and the 
baby flips into overload, only a nap will make sense of it 
all. 

 Jesus said: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened. (Matthew 13: 33). Yeast needs 
this mixing and resting just as we do to rise to our 
potential. 

Loving God, may the seeds of your word 
which have been long buried within us, 
grow like everything around us... 
Grant, Lord, that there may be 

a springtime in our lives this Lent. 
Amen. 

(adapted from The Prayers We Breathe / Mothers’ Union 
Publication) 

 So maybe we can make Lent the leaven that gives rise 
to the joy that is Eastertide. 

 Love and God bless, 

 Sue 
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1.  

 
 
 
 
 

Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for March: 
 
Wednesday 7th March 2.15pm Parish Room 

The Co-op on Tax, Care and Toy Boys 

followed by tea and home-made biscuits. 
 
Wednesday 21st March 9.30am Corporate Communion 

Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by 
Mothers’ Union members. It is followed by coffee in the 
Parish Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the 
service and for coffee afterwards. 
 
Wednesday 21st March 7.45pm Parish Room 

Rev’d Canon Rob Axford leads a Time of Relection 
followed by tea and home-made biscuits. 
 
Mothering Sunday 11th March St. Mary’s 10.15am 

Sale of home-made cakes and savouries after the service. 
Buy a treat for a loved one or yourself. All money raised 
will go to Mothers’ Union Make a Mothers’ Day Initiative. 

Also take home a posy for mum or someone you love to 
mark their day. Posies are made every year by Mothers’ 
Union members and other members of St. Mary’s 
congregation. 
 
Remember, you are welcome to all our meetings and 
services. 
 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Readings for March 
4th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

  Exodus 20: 1-17;  1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2: 13-22 

11th  4th of Lent  Mothering Sunday 

  TBA;  TBA;  TBA 

18th  Passiontide 

  Jeremiah 31: 13-34; Hebrews 5: 5-10;   John 12: 20-33 

25th  Palm Sunday 

  Mark11:l-11;   Isaiah 50: 4-9a;    Philippians 2: 5-11 

  Gospel: Mark 15:1-39 (dramatised) 

 

St. Mary’s Together 

Sing and Social Evening 
An opportunity to sing your favourite hymns 

as well as learning some new ones. 

(requests taken on the evening) 

Friday 23rd March, 6.30pm to 9pm 

Come to all or part of it – bring a friend 

 

Singing from 6.30 to 7.15 and 7.45 to 8.30 

Tea and cake 7.15 to 7.45 

Wine and nibbles 8.30 to 9.00 
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Revision of the Church Electoral Roll 
will take place between 11th March 

and 25th March 
 

If your name is not on the current Roll, displayed in the church 
porch, or there are any changes to your name or address, you are 
invited to complete an application form. 
 

Please give thought to the significance of being on the Electoral 
Roll of our Parish because by doing this you will be saying that: 

 I support the Church of England and its work in my Parish 

 I am making a commitment to my Parish Church 

 I will take a responsible share in supporting and developing the 
mission and ministry of the Church in my Parish through regular 
giving 

 I will give not only money, but myself, my time and my gifts and 
skills to God, in service both within the Church and in the wider 
community. 

 

Application forms are available at the back of church or from the 
Parish Office. Please return in the box provided. 
 

Graham Smith, Electoral Roll Officer, 20 Parklands GL12 7LT 

 

 
 

 

March 31st 
Remember to alter your clocks and time switches before 

going to bed 

British Summer Time begins on April 
1st, and clocks should ’spring’ forward 
one hour. 

 



 

5 

.His Welsh name was Dewi. David is the nearest English 

translation. According to legend, David was the son of a 
Cardigan chieftain by the name of Sant. 

 It is said that David made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  While he 
was there he was consecrated bishop. 

 On his return to Wales he took an important part in two 
Councils.     One was at Brefi in Cardigan where he was recognised 
as Primate of Wales. The second council he attended took place at 
Caerleon.     David moved the seat of the See (Diocese) from 
Caerleon to Mynyw, now called St. David’s, Pembrokeshire.    This 
is where he built his monastery beside the present Cathedral 
Church of today. 

 David’s community at Mynyw was extremely strict. It is said 
that David based his Rule for his monastery on that of the Egyptian 
desert monks, with a strong emphasis on hard work, abstinence 
from alcohol and refraining from unnecessary speech—a way of 
exacting holiness. David was known as ‘the Waterman’ probably 
meaning that he and his monks were teetotallers.  David and his 
monks devoted themselves wholly to prayer and study and to the 
training of disciples—a kind of School for Ministry. 

 He would never, if he could help it, appear in public. He loved 
solitude.  But for all that, he was highly regarded for his kindness 
and compassion to others. It is said he ruled the Welsh church 
wisely and well.  He died at the age of 82 about the year 601. 

 David’s emblem is a dove—not to be confused with the leek.  The 
association of leeks with St David’s Day appears in Shakespeare’s 
Henry V, though this is not understood. 

 There are over fifty ancient David dedications and place names, 
all in South Wales. There are also dedications in Devon, Cornwall 
and Brittany. 

 Several Irish saints are said to have been pupils of David or 
visited Mynyw and he seems to have had some influence on 
monastic developments in Ireland. The life and example of David’s 
ministry undoubtedly made a great impression on all those around 
him and this influence still reverberates today. David, a Saint 
indeed. 

Michael Chappell 

St. David 
Patron Saint of Wales 

 

March  1st1s 
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Lent Study Groups 
 This year the theme will be "Journey through the Lord’s 
Prayer", commencing on Monday, 19th February. These 
groups are ecumenical and anyone can sign up to come along 
and explore the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer, and it's good to 
meet others from Churches in the Town, too.  Please sign up 
on the sheets at the back of Church. Daytime or evening 
meetings will be held.  The sign-up sheets will be displayed 
until Friday 16th February.  

 Churches Together in Wotton thank all those who have 
willingly offered to lead the groups. 
 
 

Eco Church News 
 St. Mary’s Church has come a little closer to achieving an Eco 
Church Award by “Toilet Twinning” both its toilets in the Parish 
Room with a toilet in Nepal and also one in the Republic of the 
Congo. These proper toilets have been constructed with the money 
raised within the church community at the end of last year. 

 

2018 Pancake Party 
 It was bright and chilly on the church drive at the beginning of 
this year’s Pancake Party, with an earlier start of 4pm. The fryers 
were busy flipping pancakes in the garage for the arriving throng, 
whilst the weather allowed the pancake races to get going on the 
drive. The church was full of activities, too, this year, with 
colourful Mardi Gras masks being made along with sewn pancakes 
and hunts in the church to uncover the meaning of Shrove Tuesday 
around the world. The pancake-flipping competition was also 
greatly contested. People enjoyed tea, cake and chat in the Berkeley 
Chapel and were able to take part in various quizzes. Finally, Rev’d 
Rob Axford brought this joyous afternoon to a close at 5.30pm so 
that people were able to get home before it got dark. 

 Many thanks to all those who helped make this event so special 
for the whole community. It would not be possible to hold this event 
without your help and donations of cake.  

Teresa Pottinger 
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Letter from Mark Berry 
 As some of you may know, I have now left my role as CMS 
community mission mobiliser to take up a position with the 
Diocese of Birmingham. It has been a fascinating and fruitful five 
years. I’d like to thank all of you for your support for me, 
commitment to the CMS community and incredible passion for 
God’s mission. I have learned so much from you all. Of course, I 
will remain a member of the CMS community and look forward 
to connecting with you in new ways. I know you will welcome my 
successor with the same hospitality and encouragement that you 
have given me. 
  
With thanks and blessings,  
Mark 
 
 

Lent Lunches 
March   2nd  Parish Room in aid of Church Missionary   

      Society  

March   9th   Baptist Church in aid of Dagoretti Appeal 

March 16th   Parish Room in aid of The Julian Trust  

March 23rd  Parish Room in aid of Open Doors     

 

St. Mary’s Church, Wotton-under-Edge 

Sunday March 18th at 6 pm 

Requiem 

by Gabriel Faure 
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Getting Married in Church 
 Today, as I write this, is Valentine’s Day and thoughts turn to 
Love and Marriage and certainly love and marriage is in the air for 
the couples we are currently meeting as we help plan their weddings 
for this year and next. 

 It is terrific meeting these wedding couples and talking about 
their plans and hopes because getting married in Church is such a 
special occasion. Being married in church is personal, as we spend 
time together in preparation ensuring that the day and the service 
are unique, a time of celebration. Couples tell us how meaningful 
and spiritual their day is as they feel truly blessed by God as the 
day’s celebration begins in church. It is helped by being in a special 
place where hundreds of couples have been married down the years 
-  each wedding adds something to the life of the church, it is special 
because the marriage is surrounded by prayer and the vows are 
made before God. 

 A church really is very much more than just a wedding venue 
with nice photographs. Yes, we have the picturesque venue inside 
and out for wonderful photographs and happy memories but where 
else will you get that spiritual dimension. It is widely recognised 
that most people know that there is something greater, and beyond 
themselves, even if they cannot name it. In a church wedding that 
feeling, that sense, is focused in God who, from the very beginning, 
desires to bless us as we enter into a unique relationship of 
marriage, self-giving of one to the other. The God whom we worship 
and who makes himself known in Jesus Christ promises to bless us 
so, as vows are made before God and before family and friends, we 
know that God pours his blessing upon us. 

 Church is special because one of our clergy will meet with the 
couple to help plan the service, to answer questions and make sure 
that everything runs smoothly on the day, but having a local priest 
is much more than that. Because we meet early in the planning we 
are able to build a relationship with bride and groom which helps to 
blend the traditions of the church with their hopes and dreams to 
make a memorable day and a relationship which will last for years 
to come. 

 There is tradition connected with a church wedding, in many 
cases tradition of many family weddings in this church, tradition of 
the vows made by couples down the centuries and the fact that this 
wedding, this couple, will become part of the tradition, each 
wedding adds to the whole life of the church. 

 And, of course, the relationship that we have made does not end 
as the happy couple walk out of the church door. We love to hear 
from couples as they grow together in love - many return with 
babies to be baptised or asking for a service of thanksgiving, some 
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return to renew their vows after a number of years which is 
always a wonderful occasion. Some come and talk with us when 
the marriage is going through a difficult time and find a place of 
safety and understanding, building on a relationship they have 
with the church. 
 If you are thinking of getting married, or you would like a 
service of thanksgiving to mark an anniversary, or to have your 
marriage blessed do get in touch with me or the Parish Office and 
we can meet and start planning together. 

                  Rob Axford 
                   01453 842175 

Mothering Sunday Reflection 
 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother, Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.”                  Luke 2: 34-35 

 We are used to some pretty soppy stuff served up by the retail 
trade for Mothering Sunday. You’d think everything in the garden 
of motherhood was rosy. And, of course, it’s not – you only have to 
watch Call the Midwife to see that! There are times when children 
are a mixed blessing. And take the blessing Simeon bestows on 
Jesus’ family in the Temple: what sort of blessing do you call that? 

 Bringing up children is fulfilling but also draining, 
exhilarating but exasperating, energising but exhausting and all 
the while full of promise teetering on the brink of disappointment. 
There are no fool-proof rules. Even dedicating your child to God 
does not give you an easy ride. How Hannah must have suffered at 
Samuel’s reverses and none of us can doubt Mary’s agony at the 
foot of the cross. 

 So what does being a mother mean? Certainly it is not 
possessing, living out dreams you never achieved, being over 
protective and even saying (as we all have at one time or another): 
“I just want them to be happy”. Sometimes that is not their 
destiny. It may be their choice to achieve something at great 
personal cost. Who is a mother to stand in the way of that 
determination? 

 Perhaps motherhood is best seen as a responsibility to train 
and care for a child as long as it takes. Then you need to 
understand you must set that child free to allow them to learn 
from experience and failure while still being there for them. For it 
is this freedom that allows the child to become the person God 
intended, to become His Child. It is the most amazing trust to be 
given.                    

Sue Plant 
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Ignite Club 
Blue Coat C. of E. Primary School 

 ‘Ignite’ is a Christian after-school club for Junior-aged children. 
We meet every Thursday during term time from 3.15 – 4pm. 
 The club is an opportunity for the young people in our school to 
meet with their friends, to explore, and to grow in their own Christian 
faith together. Ignite Club is run and organised by Colette Baskerville 
and Jane Blaken, both teachers in the school. 
 Reverend Morag attends our club each week, whilst Val Smith and 
Pauline Jones help on a fortnightly basis. Val and Pauline are 
members of the ‘Open the Book’ (OTB) worship team who dramatise a 
story from the Bible each Thursday afternoon to the whole school.  
 We are very grateful to our volunteers for their commitment, 
guidance and support. 
 The club started in September and we have 15 very enthusiastic 
members ranging from aged 7-11 years old. The sessions follow a 
similar format each week where we gather in a circle (sitting on 
comfy beanbags) with a drink and a biscuit, chat about our day and 
the story given to us by OTB. This is then followed by an activity after 
which the session closes with everyone lighting a candle and having 
the opportunity to have open reflection, prayer and worship singing.  
 We regularly invite members from our local churches to help us 
learn more about God. Visitors have included Reverend Tom Wharin, 
who led a session where we made wind socks to illustrate how the 
Holy Spirit moves in and around us. Jane Gray-Wallis brought in her 
collection of pebbles and we built a giant labyrinth in the school hall 
showing us how this can illustrate our spiritual journey. With Chris 
and Carol Williams, we made salt dough stars, teaching us about the 
significance of the star of Bethlehem, and just before Christmas, 
Reverend Phil Summers ran a two-week drama workshop centred 
around themes from the Nativity Story. More recently Reverend 
Morag helped us learn more about the arrival of the Wise Men where 
we reflected upon our visit to ‘Experience Epiphany’ at St. Mary’s 
Church. 
 Abi and Fearne (Y5 pupils) write: “At Ignite Club we do activities 
like bread making and drama workshops. At the end we light candles 
and say ‘thank you’ prayers and sing ‘This little light of mine’ song. 
Visitors come to teach us about how God helps them, and they tell us 
how they help others.  I like coming to Ignite Club because it makes 
me feel calm and relaxed. I get time to reflect. My favourite part is 
when we have visitors (Abi). I like coming because each week is 
different, and I get to express my feelings with others and I like 
lighting candles at the end (Fearne).” 
 We welcome visitors from our church community to come and 
meet, possibly lead or part-lead a session at Ignite Club. If you feel 
able to help, then please contact the school office on 01453 525020 and 
leave your contact details with our school secretary and either Jane 
or Colette will be in touch with you. 
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Word Search 
NATO Alphabet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alpha  Bravo  Charlie  Delta  Echo  Foxtrot  Golf 

Hotel  India  Juliet  Kilo  Lima  Mike  November 

Oscar  Papa  Quebec  Romeo  Sierra  Tango 

Uniform  Victor  Whiskey  Xray  Yankee  Zebra 

 
“We must get it clear in our minds that joy, 
not gloom, is the birthright of a child of God, 
and is the natural fruit of a Christian life.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 
 

 Punch Line   
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Poppies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 By now most of you will have heard that St. Mary’s is attempting 
to do something big for the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First 
World War. We plan to cover as much of the church tower as 
possible with knitted, crocheted and felt poppies for Remembrance 
Sunday and the period before and after 11th November. So obviously 
we need thousands of poppies. 

 If you can help, we would be very grateful. There are a number 
of patterns on the internet, knitting and crochet patterns at the 
back of church or from St. Mary’s Parish Office, or you can go 
freestyle. We are not too bothered about size, and only ask that they 
are red and like a poppy. You can leave completed poppies in the 
box at the back of church. 

 If you don’t want to knit we still need help. Does anyone have 
any ideas on what to mount the poppies ? How do we secure them to 
the tower, given it will be November and wet wool is heavy? Does 
anyone have ideas about lighting to make the display more 
effective? 

 We hope this will be a project for the whole community. We plan 
to have get-togethers to attach poppies to backing material. We also 
hope to work on a project to remember each person from this 
community who died fighting in the conflict. Further news will 
follow about all our plans. Please pass the word on to friends and 
family. 

This project needs you! 

Further information, suggestions and offers of help: 
Kate Cropper in St. Mary’s Parish Office 842175 

wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
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Letter from Philip Mounstephen 
Dear friends, 

 Today, as I am writing this, is Ash Wednesday… and Valentine’s 
Day… or VaLENTine’s day if you prefer. Joking aside, it is a season 
we do not take lightly. 

 Every year during Lent, we invite members of the Church 
Mission Society community to reaffirm their mission commitment. 
Ideally this might be in the company of others, perhaps in your 
local CMS group if you belong to one (if you don’t and would like to, 
please get in touch). There will be more about reaffirming your 
membership during Lent in the next edition of The Call, which will 
arrive at the end of this month. The membership declaration can be 
found in our community handbook and I’ve also put it below. Lent 
takes us on a journey with Jesus into the wilderness, and it begins 
with his baptism: the moment he publicly, before God, accepts his 
identity and his calling. He then wrestles with that calling and all 
that it means before returning from the wilderness and declaring 
that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

 So if, during Lent, we seek to mirror the journey of Jesus, it 
should be a time for us to reflect on our own calling. As members of 
the CMS community we share in the call to participate in God’s 
mission, to learn from God’s mission and to pray for God’s mission 
here in the UK and across the whole world. Together. 

 So I encourage you this Lent to reaffirm the declaration we make 
to each other and to God: 

 I am a member of the CMS mission community because I believe 
God is still working in our world and I want to be part of this. 

 I want my life to be about mission and I know that mission isn’t 
 someone else’s job – it’s mine. 

 I want to live for Jesus daily and I realise I need fuel for this 
 journey. 

 As a member of the CMS mission community I desire to help my 
 local Christian community keep mission a priority. 

 I also wish to join other CMS members in regularly renewing 
 my mind and spirit and my commitment to mission. 

 I’ll be doing the same. There are some ideas for reaffirming our 
membership in the community handbook. Thank you so much for 
being part of our global family. 

 With my very best wishes in Christ, 

  Philip 
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So much more to share  
 

Read: On the first evening of the Sabbath, the 
disciples, having assembled to break bread, 
Paul preached to them and, conscious that he 
was due to depart the next day, he talked on 

past midnight. Now there were a number of oil-lamps in the upstairs room where 
they had gathered and, as Paul continued still longer with his sermon, a young 
man called Eutychus, who was perched on a window sill, sank into a torpor and 
fell from the third storey, and was assumed to be dead. Paul rushed down and 
cradled him in his arms, saying, 'Don't be alarmed. He's still alive!’ And he went 
back upstairs, broke bread, and, having eaten this, once more talked at length 
until dawn broke, after which he finally departed.   

                     Acts 20.7-11  
Ponder: When did you last hear a boring sermon? We’ve all sat through them, 
haven’t we, and in my case I've probably preached a few as well! I doubt, though, 
that we've ever been involved in a situation quite like that recorded in Acts 20. 
Here we see none other than the Apostle Paul as the archetypal preacher who 
doesn’t know when to stop, going on so long, in fact, that one of his unfortunate 
listeners dozes off and keels out of an upstairs window! Whether the sermon was 
dull we are not told — the mishap is charitably put down to the room being over-
warm — but had I been sitting ,here for that length of time I think my eyes would 
have glazed over, too. What is truly astonishing, however, is that when the young 
man turns out not to be seriously injured, or even dead as first feared, Paul gets 
back to his feet and carries on with his sermon! Is that thick-skinned, or what! 
 So what lay behind this mammoth homily? It wasn't that Paul liked the sound 
of his own voice; it was rather that the good news bubbled up within him so that he 
felt compelled to share it! His example isn't one I would recommend following too 
closely, but we all need something of that enthusiasm. If we had even a fraction of 
Paul's irrepressible desire to share his faith, what a difference we could make. 
Ask yourself: When did you last communicate the joy you have found in Christ? 
In what ways, if any, do you share your faith? 
Pray: Sovereign God, you have given me so much to share, more than I can ever 
begin to express. You have showered me with your blessings, touching my life in 
innumerable ways. You have given me joy that knows no bounds, mercy beyond 
all my deserving, hope that can never be exhausted, peace that passes 
understanding and love that exceeds anything I can ever ask or think of. 

 Teach me to share that with others, to tell joyfully and spontaneously of every- 
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thing that you have done and all you mean to me, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
Remember: We cannot help speaking of the things that we have seen and heard. 

Acts 4:20  
Close: Loving Lord, I have so much to share — save me from ever keeping it to 
myself Amen. 

Nick Fawcett ‘Daily Prayer’, Kevin Mayhew 
 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine Chapel on 
Sundays 4th and 25th. Story sacks and books are available from the Children’s 
Corner to be taken to the pews. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

5th: Mothers 
12th: The World 
19th: Palm Sunday 
26th: Easter Egg Hunt 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Messy Church: Saturday 10th from 9.30 to 11.00am 
A service for all ages to eat together, explore the theme “Mothers and Others” 
through a variety of activities; then enjoy a time for celebration - telling the story, 
singing and praying. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Communion: March 11th for Mothering Sunday 

Family Service: March 18th 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 
Prayer for March: 
Talk: When and how do you make space for God? 
Make some space for God every day this week. 

Pray: 
Loving God, help us to make space for you in our lives; 
to see you in our friends and family, and help them to 
see you in us. Amen. 
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 Diary for March  
 

for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham. 
 
1st  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
2nd  Friday.  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 12.00 Lent Lunch in the Parish Room 
3rd  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton Concert Series – Spring Concert of Chamber 

Music 
 
4th  Sunday – 3rd Sunday of Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
5th  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room – talking about Mothers 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
6th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Alderley Annual Parochial Church Meeting at St. 

Kenelm’s 
7th  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15am Mothers’ Union Meeting in Parish Room 
 3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
8

th
  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

9th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 12.00 – 2pm Lent Lunch at the Baptist Church in aid of the 

Dagoretti Programme. 
10th  Saturday. 9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – 

“Mothers and Others”- Breakfast, activities and worship for 
all ages. 

 6.00pm Thousand Colours of Sunset Requiem – Son et Lumiere 
at St. Mary’s. Refreshments at 6pm, concert starts at 7pm 
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 11th  Sunday – Lent 4th Sunday of Lent and Mothering Sunday 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service for Mothering Sunday at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Communion for Mothering Sunday at St. 

Mary’s 
 12.30pm Baptism of Juno Beeby at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
12th  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room – talking about The World 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
13

th  
Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

14th  Wednesday.  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
 7.30pm Wotton PCC meeting in the Parish Room 
15th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
16th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 12.00 – 1.45pm Lent Lunch in the Parish Room 
17th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
18th  Sunday – Passiontide 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s with Baptism of 

William Eveleigh 
 6.00pm Faure Requiem at St. Mary’s 

19th  Monday – Joseph of Nazareth  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room talking about the Palm Sunday Donkey 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 

20th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

21st  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union 

Corporate Communion) 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
 7.45pm Mothers’ Union Meeting in the Parish Room 
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22nd  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
23rd  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 12.00 – 1.45pm Lent Lunch in the Parish Room 
 6.30pm Sing and Social at St. Mary’s 
24th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
25th  Sunday – Palm Sunday 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Family Eucharist for Palm Sunday at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist with procession & dramatic reading 

of the Gospel at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s (no 

separate Evensong) 
26th  Monday – Holy Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room – The Easter Egg Hunt 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
 7.00pm Stations of the Cross at St. Mary’s 
27th  Tuesday – Holy Tuesday.. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 2.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish 

Room 
 9.00pm Compline at St. Mary’s 
28th  Wednesday – Holy Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. 

Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 10.45am Blue Coat School Easter Service 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 
 9.00pm Compline at St. Mary’s 
29th  Thursday – Maundy Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. 

Mary’s 
 7.30pm Passover Supper at North Nibley 
 7.30pm Holy Communion of the Last Supper at St. Mary’s 

followed by Watch of Prayer 
30th  Friday – Good Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Walk of Witness in Wotton 
 10.00am Journey to Calvary in North Nibley – Chapel to 

Church 
 12.00 -3.00pm At the Foot of the Cross at St. Mary’s 
 2.00 – 3.00pm At the Foot of the Cross at St. Martin’s 
 6.00pm Oriana Singers at St. Martin’s 
31st  Saturday – Easter Eve. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Palm Sunday to Easter at Ozleworth 
 8.00pm Ceremony of Easter Fire at St. Mary’s 
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Early Dates for April 
 
1st  Sunday– Easter Day.  
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 6.00 for 6.30am Dawn Service at Nibley Monument 
 7.00am Churches Together in Wotton Dawn Service on 

Coombe Hill 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist for Easter Day at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Communion for Easter Day at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Parish Eucharist for Easter Day at St. Kenelm’s 
 11.00am Parish Eucharist for Easter Day at the Chapel of 

Ease, Tresham 
 6.00pm Easter Carols at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Easter Service for Easter Evening at St. Martin’s 
2nd  Monday – Easter Monday.  
 No Little Church 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
3rd  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
4th  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
5th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
6th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
7

th
  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 
 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
29th January  Montgomery Bridges (St. Mary’s) 
 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 
“Behold! I make all things new” 

26th January  Elaine Warner (Westerleigh Crematorium) 
29th January  Gillian Hunt (St. Mary’s) 
30th January  Ursula “Sue” Iball (Gloucester Crematorium) 
1st February  Violet Clews (Westerleigh Crematorium) 
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Hymn Teasers 
  

 It’s time to take up either your Anglican Hymns Old and New 
hymn books or your Hymns Ancient and Modern New Standard 
again. I have given you the first letters of the words in the first line 
of hymns which I think may be helpful in the use of the time of Lent 
as a preparation for Easter. So, as you flick through the pages of 
your hymn book, do take time to read all the words of the hymn. Try 
to resist the easy way and refer to the index—that would deprive you 
of the use of your ‘little grey cells’ and, maybe, give you some 
spiritual benefit. 

MSLFT 

OFAHTPMG 

FDAFN 

LTWA 

JGMTIP 

AWWVB 

MGILTNB 

OJIHP 

CGSHD 

LSOTS 

AYWSFSR 

SYFTKOG 

TATWBTA 

DLAFOM 

BTMGAMG 

JLWLTT 

OTWCFA 

FTGF 

LJTOM 

TKOLMSI 

 I have sung all these hymns in church, though not necessarily 
during Lent, but as I look back over the list, I think I will type the 
answers into the April magazine now, while I can still recognise 
them. Of course, you have a month to work out the answers! 
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Children’s Society 
This month we have Dot Moss writing about another of 
her favourite charities. If you feel you would like to tell 
us about your charity do speak to Rev’d Iain or give me 
a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail (address at 
bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 In 1881 Edward Rudolf founded the Church of England 
Waifs and Strays Society after two young children who used 
to attend his Sunday school class were found begging for food 
on the street. A year later, Edward Rudolf campaigned 
against children being placed in workhouses and he opened a 
family group house in Dulwich, South London. In 1935 the 
Children’s Society became a registered adoption agency and 
between 1960 and 1980 the Society had placed over 10,000 
children for adoption. By the mid-1970s local services 
departments were playing an increasing role in placing 
children in homes or for adoption and the Children’s Society 
moved away from fostering and adoption. Instead it shifted 
its focus onto preventative and community-based projects. 

 In 2017 the Children’s Society 

 worked with 5,073 children and young people in its 
children’s  centres 

 reached 20,128 children and young people through its 
services 

 helped to bring about 27 national and regional policy 
changes 

 worked with 13, 568 children and young people in its 
“youth at  risk services” 

 The world may be a very different place now from 1881, 
but some things have not changed. In partnership with the 
Church, supporters and volunteers, the Society continues to 
work towards a better world for thousands of children. The 
Society continues to take action whenever children are 
ignored, overlooked or rejected. This work is well supported 
by members of St. Mary’s and others in Wotton through the 
house box scheme and the Christingle. 
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Open Doors 
 Things are not always what they seem in the world of the 
persecuted church. 

 Karunia (not her name) is one of many Christians in Aceh, 
Indonesia, whose churches have been demolished or burnt down by 
people opposed to their faith in Jesus. But this is not why she is 
crying 

 Karunia broke down in tears when she was told that her photo 
would be shared with Christian brothers and sisters around the 
world who would pray for and support her. "I thought we were 
alone and forgotten,” she wept. ”No news ever mentions us any 
more” 

 Your prayers and support mean the world to persecuted 
believers like Karunia. As you read this guide, we hope that it will 
not only inform you but also inspire you to see the difference you 
can make to the lives of your persecuted family around the world 
{Her name has been changed for security reasons). 

World Watch List 2018 

Meet Cecilia 
Cecilia is one of the first patients treated in Cameroon in 

Mercy Ships 
 When Cecilia was born, her legs seemed normal. But as she 
grew, she was diagnosed with knock knees — a condition that 
causes the knees to angle together, and makes it nearly impossible 
for the legs to stay straight. It can cause serious pain, and walking 
gets harder and harder. 
 Cecilia's parents watched their bright-eyed child grow -- and her 
knock knee worsen. Owing to the lack of orthopaedic surgeons in 
Cameroon, they had no idea where to turn for help. 
 Cecilia's father, Emmanuel, brought his daughter to Mercy Ships 
in search of a miracle. They left behind Cecilia's mother and 
brother in the hope that when they were reunited, Cecilia's legs 
would be straight and her future brighter. The family had spent 
over a year waiting for a surgery that took little over an hour on the 
Africa Mercy. And not long after her operation, brave Cecilia took 
her first steps with her miniature walker. Six weeks later, her cast 
was removed. 
 When the time came for Cecilia and Emmanuel to go home, the 
volunteer team sent them on their way with singing and dancing. 
Now, thanks to your support, Cecilia can step forward into a life 
bursting with possibilities. 

From ‘Onboard’, Mercy Ships 
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Most of Scripture speaks to us, 
but the Psalms speak for us 

Dear praying Friends,  

 “Most of Scripture speaks to us, but the psalms speak for us," or 
so the saying goes. And so they do. They put words into our mouths. 
the kind of words we can use to address our God. 

 And what a range of words they give us. Of course they include 
words of praise, but there is plenty more besides. We find words of 
pain, confusion and fear alongside the loftiest of praise and 
worship. 

 I love the Fact that Psalm 88 is there, too: it’s the one psalm that 
has no “happy ending". Look it up: its ending is nothing less than 
bleak. But I'm glad it is there, captured within the canon. The 
psalms show us that the full range of human emotion can be 
employed in our prayer.  There is nothing we think or feel that we 
cannot bring to our God. Nothing is outside the scope of his care - or 
of our prayer. 

 There are topics in Prayerlines that will lift our spirits: others 
will make them sink. But everything here we can bring to our God 
who cares more than we know. 

 With my very best wishes. in Christ, 
Philip Mounstephen 

Executive Leader. 
Church Mission Society 

 
 

Ode to IT 
 

Yes, I am lazy, that is true 
What I can’t do, I leave to you (Roger) 
As time goes on, I do less and less. 
And so end up in quite a mess! 
My expertise on Social Media 
Is, quite frankly, a Social Failure, 
 
But, I can meet and lunch and talk, 
And, goodness me, go for a walk! 
And though I admit to no- skill- in -IT 
I can converse with The Almighty 

Shirley Wyse 
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We  are  all  familiar  with  announcements  made  by  people  

in  authority  by  means of  the  press  or  broadcasting.   This  

announcement  was  made  by  God  through  the  mouth of  an  

angel.  Like  the Conversion of  St.   Paul  it  was  an  Act  of  

God  and  it  came  in three  parts.  

 1. The  angel  said  to  Mary,   "The  Lord   is  with  you".   That  
was  a  staggering  statement to  any  Jew  of  those  days.  God  was  
not  near  them:   the  nearest  they  could  think  him  to be  was  in  
the  Holiest  of  Holies  in  the  Temple,  behind  a  curtain  beyond  
which  only the  High  Priest  could  set  foot  and,  even  then,  only  
once  a  year  and  after  undergoing a  complicated  ritual  of  
purification. 

 2. The  angel  went  on  to  tell  Mary  that  she  was  to  bear  a  
child  who would  be  the long-awaited  Messiah.   That  was  the  
dream  of  every  devout  Jewish  girl,  but  Mary  could not  believe  
that it was  for  her.   "I  am  not  married",   she  said. 

 3. Then  came  the  most  staggering  news  of  all.   "The  Holy  
Spirit  will  come  upon you",   said  Gabriel,   "he  will  give  you  the  
power  to  bear  a  son  who  will  be  holy, the  Son  of  God".   In  the  
face  of  that  Mary  could  only  say,   "Very  well,   I  am  the Lord's  
servant".   And  the  angel  departed  from her. 

 But  we  must  not  depart  from  this  stupendous  event  as  we  
might  depart  from  a cinema  after  seeing  a  block-buster  film.   
This  block-buster  Act  of  God  has  a  meaning for  us  -  also  in  
three  parts. 

 1. God  is  with  us,   and  we  live  in  his  presence.  He  is  not  far  
away,   above  the bright  blue  sky,   nor  is  he  locked  up  in  a  
church.   By  our  faith  in  the  death  and resurrection  of  his  Son  
Jesus  Christ  and  by  our  baptism  in  that  faith  we  are God's  
children,  he  is  our  Father,   and  we  live  in  his  presence  every  
hour  of  every day.   "Closer  is  he  than  breathing,   closer  than  
hands  or  feet".   The  words  which  we often  hear  in  our  services,   
"The  Lord  be  with  you"  are  no  glib  incantation  but  a living,   
precious  truth. 

2. God  has  something  for  us  to  do.  Life  with  him,  blessed  as  it  
is,   is  no  long holiday.  When  Jesus  called  his  disciples  it  was  

The Annunciation of Our Lord 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

March 25th 
25th25th 
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not  to  sit  round  with  him  in  his club  -  it  was  to  become  
fishers  of  men.   One  thing  that  we  all  have  to  do  is  to spread  
the  truth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  and  that  he  has  shown  
and  taught  us the  way  in  which  God  wants  us  to  live.   That  is  
particularly  the  task  laid  on Christian  parents  for  their  
children.   Jesus  also  spent  much  time  caring  for  the sick,   the  
mentally  afflicted  and  the  handicapped,  and  he  charged  his  
followers  to continue  that  kind  of  work.   The  needs  are  the  
same  today  and  we  modern  disciples have  to  do  all  that  we  
can  -  by  personal  service  when  possible  and  always  by  
generous giving  -  to  continue  that  work. 

 "Love  your  neighbour"   said  our  Lord,  and  our  neighbours  
are  not  only  those in  need,  but  everybody  else  surrounding  us.  
We  all  need  food,   so  some  of  us  have  to  be farmers,  butchers,  
bakers  and  grocers;  we  all  need  houses,  so  some  of  us  have  to  
be architects,  builders,  plumbers  and  so  on.  We  have  to  do  our  
daily  work  in  such  a way  that  it  meets  the  needs  of  others  -  
as  their  work  meets  our  needs.   And  as  God told  Mary  what  he  
wanted  her  to  do,  so  he  will  tell  us  what  he  wants  us  to  do  -
whether  it  is  our  full-time  job  or  just  a   "one-off". 

 3. "You  will have  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit". Like  Mary,  
when  we  know  what  God  wants  us  to  do  we  might  say,   "I  
can't possibly  do  that".   The  answer  will  be  the  same  for  us  as  
it  was  for  her:   "You  will have  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit".   
That  was  also  our  Lord's  promise  to  his  disciples, and  twenty  
centuries  of  Christian  history  show  how  he  has  kept  it.   Some  
people  have done  great  work  in  spreading  the  Gospel,   in  
healing  sickness  and  disease,   in improving  conditions  in  which  
people  live  and  in  being  farmers,   greengrocers, builders  and  
plumbers  and   in  bringing   up  their  families  to  live  in  God's  
way. "Whenever  God  gives  you  something  to  do  he  always  
helps  you  to  do  it". 

 We  thank  God  for  choosing  Mary  to  be  the  Mother  of  his  
Son;  we  thank  him  for her  ready  obedience  to  his  will;   and  we  
give  thanks  for  this  great  Act  of  God— his  announcement  to  
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

 God  still  acts;  he  still  makes  announcements  to  his  people  
about  what  he wants  them  to  do  and  how  he  helps  them  to  do  
it.   Are  we  listening? 

T.N. 
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The Messenger 

Imagination: Opening new paths to faith 
Encouraging new and courageous ways of 

worshipping, in different places, which 

connect with more people 

I  HAVE BEEN BLESSED to co-lead the Courageous Worship 
group of the LIFE vision, along with James White, a Pioneer 

minister in Whaddon. Our remit as a group has been to discover 
ways in which we can help our churches take the message out to 
where people are. Since we started work, we have learned with joy 
of the many different ways that churches in the Diocese are already 
doing that. 

 Our group feels passionate about helping the church discover 
new and courageous ways of worshipping - because some people are 
very unlikely to ever come across our thresholds, no matter how 
friendly and welcoming we are. Some may need a very clear 
invitation, others need to attend something at a different time of 
the week than Sunday, others might come along to try something 
new and others still might connect with us in town centres, pubs or 
schools if we gave them the opportunity to do so. 

 Some good examples include the new Resolve groups, started in 
January by some of our churches, which have attracted dozens of 
new people to improve their health and lifestyles together in a 
group setting. One village tried a ‘Beer and Hymns’ event for the 
first time this January and most of the village turned out to sing 
together. An urban church in Cheltenham runs a Welly Church 
where families can get out into nature together. 

 We are launching a webpage soon, sharing many of these 
stories, to encourage and inspire others to try new things that are 
appropriate to where they are, and to be able to find support and 
people to talk to about how to do it. 

 The Holy Spirit is the creative force that leads and guides us as 
we pray and consider together how to reach out into our 
communities and bring good news to those who would not 
otherwise hear it. 

Rev’d Kim Brown, Pioneer Minister 

  



 

27 

Get outside with Welly JAM 
 At St. Philip and St. James, Leckhampton, we have been 
experimenting with ways to be more diverse in the activities we 
offer during Sunday morning children’s ministry.  This is in 
response to our awareness that crafty stuff does not suit all 
children. 

 Following the trend for worshipping God outdoors, we have run 
two sessions of ‘Welly JAM (Jesus and Me)’ at a local nature 
reserve. Using Sally Welch’s book ‘Outdoor Church’ as a guide, we 
have shaped a service around ‘being, looking, listening’ (a time to 
take in our surroundings), ‘hearing’ (a Bible story), 
‘collecting’ (foraging for things we can find), ‘creating’ (making 
something beautiful and memorable), ‘feasting’ (making and eating 
something), ‘celebrating’ (a fun game or activity at the end).  

 It as been really good fun and the presence of God has been 
immediate and real as we’ve paid attention to creation.  Adults and 
children love it. 

 Natalie Burfitt, Assistant Curate with the South Cheltenham 
 Churches 

Beer and Hymns at Shipton Moyne 
 Some months before Christmas, some parishioners and I were 
chatting about the service we had shared together. Someone said, 
“The hymns today were all good old belters!” Others concurred and 
said wouldn’t it be great if we could sing those rousing ones more 
often, and how much people enjoyed that. 

  I had heard of a parish elsewhere running a ‘Beer and Hymns’ 
event in their local pub very successfully, so I asked if they thought 
this would be a good idea. We thought it would go down well in 
winter, something to cheer us all up when the evenings are cold and 
dark, so we set a date. I talked to the owners and manager of our 
local village pub, The Cat and Custard Pot, and it was agreed. 

  A group met to plan a list of popular hymns to get the evening 
started before taking requests of favourites from the floor. 

  On the night, the weather was filthy and snow was forecast, but 
the villagers turned out in force! The pub provided nibbles, all the 
fires were on, and the atmosphere was wonderfully warm and 
happy. Around 45 people came, including some families and 
children and many people who do not usually come to church. After 
several hours of enthusiastic singing, we stood to sing the National 
Anthem, say the Lord’s Prayer together and depart with a blessing. 
There has been so much positive feedback and requests to do 
another one. 

Rev’d Kim Brown, Pioneer Minister 
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Events and training 
 

More details for all these events at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/events/2018-01 

 
Growing Messy Leaders 
Saturday 3 March, 10am to 4pm, St. John’s, Churchdown, GL3 2DB 
 An inspirational, all-age training which will energise and 
empower Messy Church teams. It is a hands-on, fast-moving day 
which combines the leadership skills of CPAS and experience of the 
BRF Messy Church team to give leaders of all ages the opportunity 
to understand more of the practicalities of leading a Messy Church, 
developing a team and reflecting on their relationship with God. 
Cost is £10 and lunch is provided. To book email 
nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835544. 

  
Social media training 
Monday 5 March, 6pm to 7.30pm, St. Lawrence Parish Rooms, 
Barnwood, GL4 3JB 
 A session to train congregations, clergy and parish teams to feel 
confident in using social media both to promote our churches and to 
share stories of individual faith journeys. Led by the diocesan 
communications team. Free. To book email 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835591. 

  
Disciples at work with LICC 
Saturday 17 March, 10am to 4pm, St. Nicolas’ Church, Cheltenham 
GL50 4PA 
 We will be introduced to different aspects of making connections 
between people’s Monday to Saturday lives and our Sunday 
worship. Cost £10, to book email Nkent@glosdioc.org,uk 

  
Children’s Ministry meets World Cup Fervour (Terry Williams) 
Saturday 24 March, 12.45pm to 5pm, Corse and Staunton Village 
Hall, GL19 3RQ 
 Best practice in children’s ministry will be applied to the area of 
Sports Ministry which will introduce you to opportunities to engage 
with the World Cup theme this summer. Resources and training on 
whole school days, extra-curricular material, collective worship 
and sports camps included. Cost £3. Contact 07906 301007, 
rob.french@psalms.uk.net 
 
 

mailto:rob.french@psalms.uk.net
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Training event: Using the Jesus Deck in Christian Mission 
Saturday 5 May, 10.30am to 1pm, (venue provisionally Abbey House, 
Tewkesbury, TBC) 
 The Jesus Deck is a set of cards illustrating the life of Jesus with 
the four suits corresponding to the four Gospels. It is used to 
encourage the sharing of personal stories and seeks to connect a 
person’s story with the story of Jesus. Cost is £5 (please bring on the 
day). To book your space, contact rev.edsauven@gmail.com 

  

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 

view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester 
or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 

 
 
 

 
 

Hmm! 
 Everyone wondered why so many had turned up for the Young 
Wives’ monthly meeting, for which the church bulletin had 
advertised a talk and demonstration on Glovemaking. 
 Somehow the typist had omitted the ‘G’. 

Monarch Books 

Saint Mary the Virgin Local Ministry 
Team (LMT) 

 

"A group of lay and ordained, chosen to lead, enable and 

encourage others in mission and ministry" 

 Rev’d   Canon  Rob   Axford,   Rev’d   Christine Axford, Rev’d  

Morag  Langley,  Adrian  Davis,  Joan Deveney, Martin Dove, 

Irene  Perks, Sue Plant, Teresa  Pottinger. 

Please contact any of the team if you have a query 

mailto:rev.edsauven@gmail.com
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Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to donate 

£130 to your church for every new home insurance policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK 
and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation 
Authority 
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  

 
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

 
Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 
  

MONDAYS 

The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 
 

 

Ahem ! 
 A church deacon really enjoyed playing golf. His loyalties were 
divided when an important tournament was planned for a Sunday 
morning. ’Phoning his rector to apologise for his absence in church 
he explained, “Sorry I can’t make it this morning. I am spending a 
few hours with some handicapped people.” 

 ———————— 

 A florist’s young assistant was having a busy day. All went well 
until two late orders arrived, and she unfortunately muddled the 
labels. In consequence the bouquet for the bride carried the tag “In 
Deepest Sympathy”, while a sheaf to a local funeral bore the 
inscription “Hope you will be happy in your new home”. 

 ———————— 

 A clergyman, a keen cricketer, was concerned over whether  or 
not cricket was played in heaven. He prayed that he might have a 
vision to find out. His prayer was answered, and an angel appeared 
to him in a dream. The angel said: “Yes, the good news is that 
cricket is played in heaven. The bad news is that you are in the team 
for next week.” 

 
  Monarch Books 

 

Deadline for the April Magazine by March 14th, noon, please.  
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage  ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

  

  


