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March 2018

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge

Not just for Women!

Women’s World Day of Prayer - Friday 2 March 2018

“A heri grontapu di Gado meki bun
doro, dóro!”

The service will be at The United
Church, Bradley Street at 10am.
It has been prepared by the women
of Suriname with the title ‘All God’s
creation is very good’

Suriname is a tiny country in the
north east of south America and we
will find out more about it at the
service   - it looks very beautiful.

WWDP is a wonderful opportunity to
join with Christians all around the
world praying together albeit at
different times due to time zones; by
the time the people of the Americas
are attending the service those in
the Pacific Islands will be going to
bed!

We have also been asked again to discuss the title ‘Women’s World Day of
Prayer’ and are being urged to change it to ‘World Day of Prayer’ to be all
encompassing – we’ll take a vote on 2 March.

Please be there!
Sue and Sue
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It’s Fairtrade Fortnight – 26
February - 11 March

We are able to collect and send off any
of the items on the attached photo to be
sold for the benefit of Traidcraft.

There is a collecting box in the Ark or
any contributions can be passed to us
at any time. Maybe your church could
have a collection point or box??

Last year more than £30,000 was
raised nationally!
Thank you.
David and Margaret Barter
(01453 842403)

Will you open more doors to Fairtrade?

"For hundreds of years we were taught to serve, to be workers, now with
fairtrade, we are entrepreneurs'

"Before joining Fairtrade we didn't see any benefits, development or profit. The
price we used to receive per box wasn't enough to cover our costs - and for 17
years the price didn't change. Since starting with Fairtrade it's made a mega-
revolution in our lives." Marcial Quintero - a member of Coobana, a Fairtrade
banana co-operative in Panama.

It's a scandalous reality that millions of farmers and workers are being ripped off
despite working hard to provide the products we love. Unfairness in global trade is
rooted in centuries of exploitation. Yet across the globe, millions of hard-working
producers like Marcial are changing this. They're fighting for a fair deal, supported
by Fairtrade, earning their way out of poverty and transforming their communities.

Together we're stronger, and more people choosing, sharing and shouting about
Fairtrade in the UK means more power to producers like Marcial to break the
stranglehold of poverty prices. There's never been a more important time to stand
with producers through Fairtrade - to protect the progress you've achieved and to
welcome more producers in to Fairtrade.

This Fairtrade Fortnight, stand with producers like Marcial to close the door
on exploitation, and welcome more people in to Fairtrade.
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Ignite Club – Blue Coat C of E Primary School
‘Ignite’ is a Christian after school club for Junior aged children. We meet every
Thursday during term time from 3.15 – 4pm.
The club is an opportunity for the young people in our school to meet with their
friends, to explore, and to grow in their own Christian faith together.
Ignite Club is run and organised by Colette Baskerville and Jane Blaken, both
teachers in the school.
Reverend Morag attends our club each week, whilst Val
Smith and Pauline Jones help on a fortnightly basis. Val
and Pauline are members of the ‘Open the Book’ (OTB)
worship team who dramatise a story from the Bible each
Thursday afternoon to the whole school.
We are very grateful to our volunteers for their
commitment, guidance and support.
The club started in September and we have 15 very enthusiastic members
ranging from aged 7 – 11 years old. The sessions follow a similar format each
week where we gather in a circle (sitting on comfy beanbags) with a drink and
a biscuit, chat about our day and the story given to us by OTB. This is then
followed by an activity after which the session closes with everyone lighting a
candle and having the opportunity to have open reflection, prayer and worship
singing.  We regularly invite members from our local churches to help us learn
more about God. Visitors have included Reverend Tom Wharin who led a
session where we made wind socks to illustrate how the Holy Spirit moves in
and around us. Jane Gray-Wallis brought in her collection of pebbles and we
built a giant labyrinth in the school hall showing us how this can illustrate our
spiritual journey. With Chris and Carol Williams, we made salt dough stars,
teaching us about the significance of the star of Bethlehem and just before
Christmas, Reverend Phil Summers ran a two-week drama workshop centred
around themes from the Nativity Story. More recently Reverend Morag helped
us learn more about the arrival of the Wise Men where we reflected upon our
visit to ‘Experience Epiphany’ at St. Mary’s Church.
Abi and Fearne (Y5 pupils) write: ‘At Ignite Club we do activities like bread
making and drama workshops. At the end we light candles and say ‘thank you’
prayers and sing This little light of mine song. Visitors come to teach us about
how God helps them, and they tell us how they help others.
‘I like coming to Ignite Club because it makes me feel calm and relaxed. I get
time to reflect. My favourite part is when we have visitors’ (Abi). ‘I like coming
because each week is different, and I get to express my feelings with others
and I like lighting candles at the end’ (Fearne).
We welcome visitors from our church community to come and meet, possibly
lead or part lead a session at Ignite Club. If you feel able to help, then please
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contact the school office on 01453 525020 and leave
your contact details with our school secretary and either
Jane or Colette will be in touch with you.

Jane Blaken

Spirit of Peace - Gloucester

Jane & Roger Gunning write: ‘We have been attending the Bring and Share
suppers in Gloucester at the Friendship cafe. They are inter faith events
organised by Spirit of Peace.   Among those we have met there are Quakers,
Methodists, Anglicans and URC as well as people of other faiths.
We wondered whether others  from other Wotton churches might like to be
involved, either in the cafe or in the other events mentioned.’

Friendship Cafe, Chequers Bridge, Painswick Road, Gloucester GL4 6PR
12 March, 7-9pm

Marian Partington will be the guest speaker at the Bring and Share Supper at
the Friendship Cafe on 12 March.  Marian works for the Forgiveness Project
and her sister Lucy was one of the young women  murdered  by the Wests in
Gloucester in the seventies.
www.theforgivenessproject.com/stories/marian-partington

Marian has also written a deeply-moving book "If you sit very still"  and this
promises to be a very interesting evening.

Messy Church at St. Mary’s
Saturday 10 March

9.30 – 11 am
 “Mothers and Others”

Breakfast, activities and worship
 for all ages.

www.theforgivenessproject.com/stories/marian-partington
www.theforgivenessproject.com/stories/marian-partington
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Lent Lunches

Friday 2, 16 & 23 March:
12 noon in the
Parish Room
Proceeds to
Christian Aid

Friday 9 March:
12 noon at the Baptist Church in aid of the Dagoretti
Programme

Operation Christmas Child

We have learned that our shoebox gifts were
amongst 28,426 sent to Bulgaria.

Bulgaria has a population of 7.1 million, with 15%
under the age of 15.  Its per-capita income
remains one of the lowest among EU members.

Thank you to everyone who contributed - now’s
the time to start saving your boxes and looking
for toys and gifts for Christmas 2018.

Janet Davies

Pages of Faith
A chance to scrapbook your Faith journey. Once a month on Friday morning
9:30 – 12:30 at the United Church. Dates to be announced in due course.
Cost £5 includes tea, coffee and cake. Tools provided. You don’t have to be
‘crafty’ or ‘artistic’.
Confused? Have a chat with me or come for one session to find out what it
is all about.

Jane Gray-Wallis(521218)
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United Ramblers
Monday 5 March  2018

· Leave United Church at 10 am

The Ramble will be ln the
Nailsworth area. Exact route subject to
modification according to  weather conditions,
but should be about five miles with one longish
but reasonably gentle
increase in altitude.

Lunch at a pub, but which pub is tbc.

Alan & Alison Jackson
(843072)

‘Thousand Colours of Sunset’ by Jonathan Crow.

The first ever performance will be at St Mary’s, 7pm Saturday 10 March

(Jonathan sometimes plays at St Mary’s but is based at St John’s, C/Sodbury)

This is a lovely modern piece with a couple of soloists, cello, violin, organ and
keyboard.   The church will be lit in various colours according to the piece.
Jonathan’s music comes from his heart – his life, faith and almost death
experience.   I think it will be quite different and that you would enjoy it.   If you
would like tickets at £10 then please contact me asap.

Sue Marsland
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Churches Together in Wotton
As this goes to print, biennial Lent House Groups will just be starting. After one
session I already feel inspired! All the Groups will be using the same material:
https://www.prayercourse.org/ which is another look at the Lord's Prayer and
it's relevance.

So, although we are only at the beginning of Lent, by the time the next
‘together in Wotton’ is in print, it will be Holy Week. Maundy Thursday
Communion will be held at 7.30pm at St Mary’s (followed by Watch of Prayer)
and at the United Church, and the Walk of Witness will start from the Oliver
Memorial Chapel at 9.30 on Good Friday.

Everyone is welcome to join in this walk. We start with a short act of worship at
the Oliver Memorial Chapel, then walk in silence, following the cross, to the
Perry & Dawes Almshouses (have you visited the Chapel there? It’s a gem!),
Then up Long Street and High Street: Bear Street and Old Town, concluding
at St Mary’s, with hymns, prayers and readings along the way. As fewer and
fewer people treat Good Friday differently from any other day, and more shops
open as usual, we have the opportunity to witness to more people - and to
offer them a hot cross bun, wrapped in a special serviette!

On Sunday the Easter Sunrise service will be held on Coombe Hill at 7am and
will be followed by breakfast in the Parish Room, provided by St Mary’s.

Plans are already being made for the Holiday at Home which will be a little
earlier in 2018: -  31 July / 1 August, and will be organised jointly by Holy
Cross and Synwell Chapel.

Judy Mills

Praying for the Churches

In February we remember especially in our prayers, the Quakers in Wotton.

The silent meeting for worship is at the centre for all Quakers.

Worship is every Sunday at 10:30am in the Chipping Club Room, located by
the Chipping car park. The meeting lasts for an hour.

About once a month there is an evening sharing group to learn more about
Quakerism.

To find out more please contact   June Hawkins 01453 547793 or Robert
Maxwell 01453 542942 or see the Wotton page on the Gloucestershire
Quakers website http://glosquakers.org/local-meetings/wotton-under-edge/

https://www.prayercourse.org/
http://glosquakers.org/local-meetings/wotton-under-edge/
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This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If
you have any comments, or would like items included in future issues, please

see your church reps or contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk

Do you have poor eyesight?

If so,the Wotton Club for the Visually
Impaired would like to welcome you on
the first Friday afternoon of the month
at Dryleaze House (2-4 pm).

We are a friendly and welcoming
group of mainly older people who have
sight problems. At our meetings we
have a wide range of speakers,
entertainers and musicians, followed
by tea and home made cakes. There is
always time to chat with friends and
make new ones. It isn’t easy to meet
new people when you can’t see them
clearly but our volunteers are there to
greet and introduce you to other
members.

Transport can often be arranged. We
do make a small charge, £1 to attend
the meeting plus £2 if you need transport.

If you would like to know more please contact Celia
telephone: 01452 864645
email: celiakelly1961@gmail.com

This is one of the charities being supported by Wotton United
Church Sisterhood group for 2018/19


