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Letter from Iain
Dear Friends,
ELCOME TO MAY, bringing the most important day in the
Christian year, the 20th. A surprise ? Pentecost is the climax of
God’s entire programme to put right the mess mankind has made of
the world. The Jews were meant to do it after the promise to
Abraham, that through his family all the world would be blessed.
Sadly, it wasn’t.
So along comes Jesus, ministering first to Jews, but later to
Gentiles and outsiders. He came to save the whole world, and his
followers were given the job.
We have not got very far: the secular world ignores Christianity,
and some in the Islamic world would like to stamp it out.
Through the year the churches celebrate the events of the Jesus
story.
We make a huge fuss about his birth: over 1,000 people came
through St. Mary’s last Christmas. We mark his death and
resurrection with lesser numbers, but a fair showing for the united
Good Friday processions, a handful on Coombe Hill for Easter
sunrise, and just over 200 in St. Mary’s, several more than once.
Unless Jesus died and rose again, he could not send the Holy Spirit,
so that he could go on working through his followers everywhere. It
all led up to Pentecost, when the church came alive, and has
continued through various reformations ever since.
But at Pentecost, the big commissioning day, only the faithful
take any notice. It is more like a normal Sunday. Fifty years ago,
many churches realized that if they ignored the Holy Spirit, nothing
much would happen. The 1970 prayer book helped to emphasize
Pentecost, and named later Sundays as “after Pentecost” . But in
2000 the new book put Pentecost back in the cupboard, and reinstated Trinity as the centerpiece, a theological concept, not an
event.
The other demoting of Pentecost came with the separation of
Whitsunday from the Spring Bank Holiday. Ninety years ago
Parliament passed the Easter Act 1928, fixing the date of Easter in
mid-April, giving Pentecost and the Spring Holiday 7 weeks later. It
has never been implemented, because the churches cannot yet
agree.
The Christian church is never going to do its job properly
without the Holy Spirit. A car goes nowhere with a flat battery. So,
roll on Pentecost, and let’s recharge this year.
Blessings,
Iain Marchant.

W
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events
for May
Wednesday 2nd May 2.15pm, Parish Room
Scarves – you are invited to bring a scarf which has some
significance for you and to say a few words about it;
followed by tea and home-made biscuits.
Wednesday 16th May 9.30am Corporate Communion
3rd Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’
Union members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the
service and for coffee afterwards.
Tuesday 15th May 2pm in the Cathedral
Festival Service with Banners (More details from Sue)

Wednesday 16th May 7.45pm, Parish Room
Weddings – Looking forward to the Royal wedding on
Saturday 19th May, you are invited to bring some of your
own wedding memories; followed by coffee and homemade biscuits

Remember, anyone is welcome to join us at our
meetings and services. You do not have to
bring anything or speak, so please do not be put
off attending any meeting on that account.

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157
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Christian Aid Week 13th – 18th May
Wotton Churches Together will be running the usual big effort to
support overseas development across the world. It began in 1946, and
continues to be the major area of complete co-operation within the
British Council of Churches.
I know a bit about its work on the ground, as my son spent two
years with them co-ordinating the work of scores of partner
organisations in Central America.
Here in Wotton we start with a united service in St. Mary’s on
Sunday 13th May at 6pm, when the speaker will be Callum
Humphries, Christian Aid Co-ordinator in Thornbury.
The Christian Aid shop will be open at the Baptist Schoolroom
from 0845 – 1600 on Monday 14th, and from 08.45 – 14.00 on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.
Coffee will be available all day, soup and rolls at lunchtime. Each
church runs a cake stall daily.
Please clear out your wardrobes, attics and sheds for anything
that could be saleable : we are always glad of plants for the plant stall,
cakes, books, clothing, bric-a-brac, and there will be lots of bargains
for the sharp-eyed. Electrical goods are checked for safety before
being put on sale.
If you can’t get your offering down to the shop, please contact
Mary Downs, 842936, or Alison Sutton, 843224.
Lastly, please welcome the house-to-house collectors who will be
trudging round to give you an opportunity to help people a lot worse
off than we are.
Iain Marchant
_________________

Readings for May
6th

6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10: 44 - end;
1 John 5: 1-6;
John 15: 9-17
13th 7th Sunday of Easter — Sunday after Ascension
Acts 1: 15-17, 21-end; 1 John 5: 9-13;
John 17: 6-19
20th Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21;
Romans 8: 22-27; John 15: 26-27, 16:4b-15
27th Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6: 1-8;
Romans 8: 12 - 17;
John 3: 1 - 17
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St. Mary’s Choir News
Thank you to all those who have given me words of
encouragement since I took over the musical reins here at St
Mary’s.
At the end of last year we welcomed John (Hil’s father) into our
ranks and into the parish. John sings bass at all the services. Sadly
he is the only male part singer at the morning services and it would
be good to have more basses and perhaps even tenors and altos join
our ranks. Because of illness we have lost four members of the
evensong choir and look forward to welcoming members in every
voice part.
Choral evensongs have been very well received and in March the
choir sang Faure’s Requiem together with Mendelssohn’s “Hear my
Prayer”. The solos in both these works were sung by those of school
age and we are fortunate to have young people in our choirs but
obviously they are with us for a short time before going on to
university or other ventures.
If you, or anyone known to you, enjoy singing then please speak
to me or any member of the choir, or attend choir practice on a
Friday evening from 6.00 for those of school age or 7.00 for all
others. Looking forward - May’s music will include anthems by
Attwood, Schubert, Hutchings and Sterndale Bennett.
On October 6th we are proposing to have a “scratch” performance
of Mozart’s Requiem together with Vivaldi’s Gloria. There will be
an afternoon rehearsal and evening performance - the object being
to raise funds for the re-ordering of the church. We will be
publicising the event in order to encourage singers from all over to
join us, and others to come and listen. Please watch this space.
If you have any suggestions for music or wish to speak to me
regarding any aspect of the church music please speak to me on a
Sunday or ring me on 07789777008.
Eddie Garrard
------------------------------------------------Hmm!
Five-year-old Sally left the CD player running while she went off
to do something else. Her mother asked her why she had left it
playing to itself.
“But it isn’t,” replied Sally imdignantly. “God’s dancing to it.”
Monarch Books
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Gloucestershire’s Royal Maundy Gifts
Announced

Four people from Gloucestershire have been nominated by the
Bishop of Gloucester to receive Royal Maundy Gifts from the
Queen. All of the people who have been nominated from the Diocese
of Gloucester this year are members of the Company of St.
Kyneburga, an organisation which recognises exceptional service
to their community.
Graham Smith from Wotton-under-Edge, Chris Cole from
Twyning, Jean Macpherson from Bream and Felicity Bayne from
Cheltenham will go to St. George’s Chapel, Windsor on Maundy
Thursday to receive two ‘purses’.
The red purse contains a £5 coin, commemorating four
generations of royalty and a 50p coin commemorating the
Representation of the People Act 1918 (an Act of Parliament passed
to reform the electoral system in Great Britain and Ireland). Both
coins have been minted in 2018. Historically, this sum of £5.50 in the
red purse is made up of £3 for clothing, £1.50 in lieu of provisions
and £1 for the redemption of the Sovereign’s gown, which before
Tudor times, used to be divided between the recipients.
The white purse contains uniquely minted Maundy Money. This
takes the form of one, two, three and four silver penny pieces, the
sum of which equals the number of years of the monarch’s age. This
year, 92 pennies of silver coins (nine sets of 10p per set and a two
pence piece) will be given out.
92 men and 92 women have been chosen from across England and
Scotland – the precise number of recipients is equal to the
monarch’s age. Following the service they will attend a lunch
reception in Windsor Castle.
The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt. Rev’d Rachel Treweek, made
the nominations. She said, “I was delighted to be able to nominate
Graham, Chris, Jean and Felicity to be recognised by the Queen for
their long-standing service to the people of Gloucestershire. Each
of these people has made a significant contribution to the ministry
of the Church and the flourishing of their local communities and we
are thankful for their ministry in this Diocese.”
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Bibles for Blue Coat School
In February this year I had a very informative “Learning Walk”
with Jane Blaken, the lead teacher for RE, looking at how RE is
being taught in Blue Coat School and the effect of the new
Understanding Christianity syllabus. One of the things I noticed
was that many of the children were using photocopied sections of
the bible rather than exploring the bible properly. I asked if it
would help if the Church provided some additional bibles for the
school and we agreed that I would see if we could fund some. I
spoke to the Finance Committee and the PCC who readily agreed to
purchase an additional 26 bibles as suggested by the school, this
means that there are now sufficient bibles for one between two
students so that they can help each other find their way around the
scripture.
I had the joy of presenting the bibles to the children at Collective
Worship on the last Monday of the Spring Term and the bibles went
straight into use, on the Wednesday. We had a letter of thanks from
the head teacher and Mrs. Blaken and a card with 45 letters of
thanks from the children. I’d like to share just a few of their words:
 Thank you for the Bibles, I love reading them and learning about
Jesus. I don’t have a bible at home but I love reading it.
 When I first touched the Bible it felt smooth and I felt excited to
touch it.
 Reading the bible makes me feel special. The bible is special, you
gave them to us. I have learnt about Jesus, my favourite story is
when Jesus rises from the dead. I liked the bible because it was
exciting.
 Thank you for the Amazing Bibles! I was astonished how many
bibles there were!
 When I read the brand new Bible I felt inspired to read more and
more!
 I like the bible because it makes me feel so happy
 Reading the bible makes me feel excited
 The bible is special because it is about Jesus
 Thank you for the bibles, we are so grateful
 Thank you very much, it is very kind of you, you are very
generous
And there were many more similar comments, the whole card is
available to see in St. Mary’s.
Rob Axford
6
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WW1 Centenary
Commemoration
This month. Iain has been having a word
or two with Gerard York, and we now
have notes about the British Legion
which tell us that Wotton lost about half
its male population in the first Great
War. If you would like to tell us about
your charity do speak to Rev’d Iain or
give me a phone call (842300) or send me
an e-mail (address at bottom of last page
in the magazine).
In 1914, Wotton had a population of approximately 3000. Over the
next four years 700 men, some 50% of the male population left the
area to serve our country in the Great War. 114 did not return and
are listed on our war memorial. The British Legion was founded in
1921 to assist all ex-service men and their dependants, as there was
little social support at that time. In 1928 the Legion organised a
“Great Pilgrimage” to the Flanders fields, where the new war
cemeteries were located, the visit lasted three days and culminated
in a march through the Menin Gate to a remembrance ceremony in
the square. This year is the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 and
as part of the national commemoration of the end of this conflict, the
Royal British Legion, as it now is, has planned a similar event.
1000 branches have been asked to send two representatives, a
Standard Bearer and a wreath bearer to visit Flanders, and complete
a similar Act of Remembrance, starting 100 days before the
armistice date, marking
the start
for the centenary
commemorations this autumn.
Wotton Branch has accepted the task: our standard bearer will
attend, accompanied by the second representative, carrying the
Wotton wreath, which will be from the Wotton community, thus
ensuring the link between the generations and fulfilling the second
aim of the anniversary by saying “thank you” to the great fathers
and grandfathers who gave their lives for our today.
The Royal British Legion is, by Royal Charter, charged with
ensuring that all service personnel who lost their lives in the service
of this country are remembered by public commemorations. Wotton
can be rightly proud of the support shown to the RBL through the
generous donations to the Poppy collections each year and by the
impressive attendance at the annual parade and service in
November. But there is more to the Legion’s activities than this
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highly visible event. What is not so widely known is the continuing
support offered to all ex-service men, women and families who may
need advice, practical support or just helpful contact as a result of
their service. The Legion has a duty to ensure that the government,
both national and local, meets its commitment to the military
covenant, the agreement that the nation will support our current
and ex-service armed forces. To this end we are a major part of the
Veterans Gateway, the MOD funded body that co-ordinates the
support generated by the various charities, such as Help for Heroes
and Combat Stress, to name but two.
Our local branch needs new members, especially younger people
who bring vigour and vibrancy to any organisation, without whom
we will not be able to meet our modern aims. All are welcome as
Legion members -- you do not have to have served in the Forces, just
have an interest in helping those who, as a result of that service,
may now need our help.
G. York, RBL Secretary, 20 Jays Mead, Wotton under Edge GL12 7JF
01453 844855 dunlandin@btinternet.com

Holy Day
May 24th

The Wesley Brothers
John 1703-91, Charles 1707-88

John and Charles Wesley were born at Epworth Rectory in
Lincolnshire, the fifteenth and eighteenth children of the Rev’d.
Samuel and Susanna Wesley, who came from a Puritan
background.
Their early years were impoverished, but happy and united. And
their mother herself undertook their education. Both boys were able
to go as scholars to Charterhouse (John) and Westminster (Charles),
and then to Oxford. John seems to have been the more academic of
the two—he was offered a Fellowship at Lincoln College. Charles
was a lively and sociable young man, who enjoyed his student days
to the full, declaring he was “in no hurry to be made into a saint”!
However, he settled down, and joined a small group of students
who met regularly in each other’s rooms to pray and study the Bible.
John became the leader of this group, which was known as ‘The Holy
Club’ and ‘Bible Moths’ and Methodists. They all regularly attended
Holy Communion, and began to visit the prison and poorer parts of
the town, putting aside money to buy food and medicines for the
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needy, and starting a school for the children of the poor. This small
group was, unfortunately, ridiculed and short-lived, but it set up a
pattern for great things to come—the Evangelical Revival.
Both brothers were ordained priests and, shortly afterwards,
under the auspices of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel,
they set out for Georgia, a newly-established colony which was to be
a refuge for rough diamonds from English prisons and victims of
religious persecution in Europe. However, they were unsuited to
dealing with such unusual settlers, and after two years they
returned to England. It may have seemed a dismal failure, but they
had learned a great deal!

One particular incident during the journey home made a great
impression on them. Among the passengers on board ship were a
number of German families who were Moravians. In mid-Atlantic,
the little ship was lashed by fierce winter gales for days on end.
Enormous seas poured over the decks, the main sail was torn to
ribbons, and even the toughest sailors were terrified; likewise the
Wesley brothers. But, in the midst of all this, the Moravians calmly
went on singing their psalms; even the women and children seemed
unafraid of death. John and Charles were amazed at such courage,
and realised that these German peasants, with their simple faith in
God, had a secret for which they had long been seeking. Later, John
visited the Moravians, and his friendship with them had a profound
effect on his religious life.
Back at home, on Whitsunday 1738, Charles lay in bed
recovering from an illness, when suddenly he was filled with an
overwhelming sense of God’s love and, amazingly, three days later,
John had the same experience. At that time, many people believed
in God, but could not feel sure of his love—their fear of Hell was
stronger than their faith in a loving father—so John began to teach
about the love of God, “with a heart strangely warmed”, and
Charles began to pour his heart out in countless beautiful hymns.
And so the movement, later called Methodism, began with John as
its organising genius and Charles “the sweet singer of Methodism”
through whose words the Methodists absorbed their Christian
beliefs.
John spent the rest of his life in evangelistic work. In 1739, he
was invited to preach in Bristol in the open air, to crowds of
working-class people, many of whom used to be excluded from the
churches— so “field preaching” became a feature of the Revival.
This was a great success, and Wesley would find himself addressing
gatherings of many thousands at a time. He began to organise a
body of lay pastors to follow up his evangelistic work, his centres
including the Foundry at Moorfields, Bristol, and Newcastle and
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Macclesfield. He travelled annually, on horseback, an average of
8,000 miles, wrote thousands of letters, and preached innumerable
sermons. He visited Ireland, and Scotland (22 times), and soon the
Methodist system spread to America.

Although John himself had always wished the Movement to
remain part of the Church of England, it became more and more
obvious that a separation was inevitable, especially after he began
to ordain people himself. So the Movement grew and grew, until by
the 19th Century it had spread all over the world through the work
of missionaries.
Charles also spent some years travelling and preaching before
settling down—first in Bristol and then in London—a happilymarried man with a family. He was the most gifted and
indefatigable hymn writer that England has ever known: he wrote
over 6,000 hymns, most of them still being sung all over the world.
Did you know that he wrote ‘Hark the herald angels sing’, ‘Jesu,
lover of my soul’, ‘Love divine, all loves excelling, ‘Come thou long
expected Jesus’, ‘Love’s redeeming work is done’, ‘Hail the day that
sees him rise’, ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’, and ‘Lo, he comes
with clouds descending’, to name but a few?
John was beyond doubt the central figure in the rise of
Methodism, with his magnetic personality, tireless zeal and
burning faith—one of the greatest Christians of his age. Charles
was different: a more gentle, and a perhaps more attractive,
personality. His was a poetic genius, and how many thousands of us
ordinary folk have found ourselves moved, comforted, and inspired
by his words, which go deep and stay with us all through the years?
Yvonne Dyball
_______________________
Hmm!
The curate’s wife had just returned from a visit to the sales with
a smart two-piece outfit. Her husband remonstrated with her,
saying that on his salary they could not afford it. She replied that
she appreciated the fact, but the outfit had been a bargain and she
had been tempted.
“In that case,” said her husband severely, “you should have said,
‘Get thee behind me, Satan.’

“Oh, but I did,” responded his wife “and that was when Satan
said, “it’s a perfect fit at the back, madam.”
Monarch Books
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Rising to the Challenge
Read: Following the death of the Lord's
servant Moses, the Lord spoke to Joshua, son
of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying, ’My servant
Moses is dead. Now advance with all the
people of Israel and cross the Jordan into the land that I am giving them. I will
readily give to you everywhere that you set foot, as I promised to Moses. From
the wilderness and the Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all
the land of the Hittites and on towards the Great Sea in the west shall be your
territory. Nobody will be able to withstand you all the days of your life. Just as l
was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail or forsake you. Be strong and
of good courage; for you will lead this people to take possession of the land that I
swore to their ancestors to give them.’
Joshua 1:1-6
Ponder: Anyone who has ever been hill walking will know the experience of
thinking one is nearing the summit, only to ﬁnd, as one gets closer, that there is
another stretch to climb , , . and another . , . and another! However far we
progress, there is always that little bit further to go.
So it proved, in a rather different sense, for Joshua and the people of Israel
following the death of Moses. After years of wandering in the wilderness, they had
ﬁnally arrived at the border of the Promised Land, their long journey at last over.
Or was it! A closer inspection revealed that others already occupied the land they
thought was reserved for them. The task of making it their own had only just
begun. No wonder Joshua, the newly- chosen leader of Israel, felt overwhelmed
by the sudden responsibility thrust upon him. His was the onerous challenge of
rallying a people reeling from disappointment and inspiring them to new levels of
enthusiasm and endeavour. Alone, he couldn't have done it; but he wasn’t alone,
for God had promised to be with him wherever he went. He goes on making that
promise to us today — to anyone and everyone willing to serve him, however
great a challenge that service may involve,
Ask yourself: Are you facing a challenge that is greater than you expected it to
be? Have you sufﬁcient faith and courage to see it through?
Pray: Lord, it's hard, faced with disappointment, to ﬁnd new reserves and fresh
inspiration to try and try again. When I've given my all and believe I've achieved
something, when I’ve kept on battling despite the obstacles in my way, it hurts to
accept that there are still more hurdles to face, yet more setbacks to overcome.
Yet though I may sometimes feel weary at the demands, 1 know in my heart that
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life is made of such challenges; that no achievement, however special, is
sufﬁcient to answer all my dreams.
Renew me, then, through your Holy Spirit, and give me the faith and
commitment I need to walk the pilgrim way, pressing on towards the prize. Amen.
Remember: Be strong and take courage. Do not be disheartened or dismayed.
1 Chronicles 22:13
Close: Living God, help me to meet difﬁculties and disappointments with
conﬁdence, knowing that you will equip me to respond to whatever may be asked
of me. Amen.
‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew

Ouch !

Father, why do I strain my frail wrists when You offer Your
mighty arm?
It wasn’t until my Datsun was trapped between the curb and the
bumper of the car in front of me that I knew I'd been right. The
parking space was too small.
Only one, positively no more than two miserable inches of space
to manoeuvre that stubborn steering wheel—one exhausting inch
forward, one weary inch back. Leaning back on the seat, I groaned
at our decision that power steering was a luxury we didn't need.
It was then that he came, lightly touching the edge of his cowboy
hat—a stranger with a smile, biceps. and a simple offer, ”Let me
help."
The smile had traces of amusement, mixed with sympathy. I
didn't care. l quickly climbed out. relinquishing the driver's seat to
this strong, capable solution. Let him wrestle with my predicament.
He was better equipped to handle it.
Folding his six-foot frame into the small seat, he restarted the
engine and in one stroke backed neatly alongside the curb. Openmouthed with disbelief, I could only think. “Well, I knew I almost
had it!"
Maybe, Lord, I'm always so tired because I lose my strength in
the driver's seat struggling to extricate myself from my own traps.
Then I lose the joy, finally turning it over to You, but saying as You
solve it. “I knew I almost had it!”
Susan Lenzkes
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May 14th

St. Matthias

Once again, we are faced with an apostle about
whom we know next to nothing; but the fact that saves
our knowledge of him from being completely nil is
interesting.
When Peter, at some time between our Lord's Resurrection
and the Day of Pentecost, told the Christian community that
Judas Iscariot’s place among the Twelve must be filled, he
made it quite clear that the one chosen must be someone who
had been a follower of Jesus from the time of his (Jesus’)
baptism by John; he must also have been a witness of the
Resurrection - he must have been among those who had
actually seen the Risen Christ.
This suggests that all the Twelve Apostles were followers of
Jesus from the time of our Lord's Baptism. We know from the
first chapter of St. John's Gospel that five of them were:
John, Andrew, Peter, Philip and Nathanael (Bartholomew).
We have no knowledge of when others joined their company
except Matthew, who was recruited in Capernaum, though he
may have been a follower, but uncommitted, before that. He
and Jesus both lived in that city and could well have been
acquainted with each other
Matthias, therefore, can be classed with Simon, Jude and
James (son of Alphaeus) as a person who, although his
qualities are unknown to us, was a person in whom our Lord
saw the potential for the work he had for him to do. As
John said in another context, "He knew what was in man".

He knows what is in us too, and if we are as faithful to
him as Matthias was over the three-year period in which he
was a follower, he will entrust us with whatever task is
within our capabilities - even if it comes to us in an unusual
way as it came to Matthias (Acts 1, 15-26).
T.N.
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Thy Kingdom Come:
Nine Days of Prayer, 11th – 19th May
Last year we joined with others from our community in keeping
nine days of prayer in the Catherine Chapel at St Mary’s. This year
we are doing something a little less structured with a focus on “Thy
Kingdom Come” at Evening Prayer at 5.00 pm each day with an
invitation for you to join us.
In their invitation our Archbishops say:
“We invite you to pray with Christians from around the world

during the nine days between Ascension and
Pentecost, using art and scripture. Changed Lives ---- Changing
Lives is our guiding theme this year as we pray afresh for the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
In doing so, we join thousands of others around the world as part
of Thy Kingdom Come - an initiative encouraging people to
explore through prayer how they might courageously witness to
God's life-changing work.
As the apostles prayed together following Jesus' ascension,
waiting for the Holy Spirit to come at Pentecost, so we wait and
pray today. They prayed in obedience, trusting that the way
ahead would be revealed. May we, like the disciples, pray
anticipating that the Spirit will show us new ways of living and
loving. May we be open to where God leads us, to be the change
God wants to see in the world - whatever that might require.
As God is at work in us he is also at work through us changing
the lives of others. Please join with us as we pray together:
'Come Holy Spirit: thy kingdom come' and may our waiting and
praying this Novena open our hearts afresh to God's
possibilities.”
So we invite you to join with us, Morning Prayer is at 9.0 am
each day as usual and then Evening Prayer at 5.00 will have a
special focus on Thy Kingdom Come, but remember the Catherine
Chapel is open every day for prayer and there are some prayer
resources there for you to use.
Let us pray together “Thy Kingdom Come”.
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Choose the UK’s most
trusted home insurer
and we’ll donate

£130
to your church
To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to
donate £130 to your church for every new home insurance policy
taken out.
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 *
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130.
Terms and conditions apply.

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road,
Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority

When it feels irreplaceable, trust
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Try This - Praying with the Bible
Take a verse which has spoken to you from the Gospels or a
Psalm, i.e. "Be still and know that I am God". Repeat it slowly and
prayerfully. Then drop off the last word so that you say simply, "Be
still and know that I am".
Taste all the goodness in that phrase. Enjoy the silence and
simplicity of the moment. Take time. Now drop off the last words
again, "Be still and know". Repeat the process. Then reduce the
phrase to "Be still". Repeat. Don't be hurried. Finally reduce the
phrase to its core, "Be ...". Some of you have asked me about
distractions in prayer.
Make a note of what is distracting you and deal with it later.
If you were driving your car and started to notice things at the side
of the road, you would soon turn your mind back to concentrate on
the road itself! Just slowly turn your mind back to the point of your
prayer.
Sometimes prayer enables important things to emerge which
themselves need prayer and attention, so don't ignore them .... they
are part of God's work of healing and growth.
Geoffrey Sidaway
___________________
Hmm!
A venerable old gentleman, a member of our choir, and whose
voice our organist described as “like a ton of gravel”, was rather deaf
and so was provided with a new hearing aid.
Asked by the vicar how he was getting on with it, he replied, “Oh,
it’s fine, but I always switch it off during the sermon to save the
battery.”
Monarch Books

Punch Line

“Christ makes everything perfect. He bore
our sin in such a way that he bore it all
away. In Him we find perfect peace,
perfect joy and perfect pardon.”
‘Every Day with Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes
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Diary for May
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton,
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley,
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham
1st
2nd

3rd
4th

5th

6th

7th

8th
9th

10th

Tuesday – Philip and James, Apostles
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.30pm Evening Eucharist at St. Mary’s with incense
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Scarves
and Stories”
3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting venue to be agreed
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel
Thursday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
6.30pm Wotton Arts Festival – Schools concert.
Friday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
Saturday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.30pm Wotton Arts Festival concert with the Bristol Ensemble
at St. Mary’s
Sunday – Sixth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel
6.00pm Wotton Arts Festival Service (no separate Evensong)
Monday – Bank Holiday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
No Little Church at St. Mary’s
10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room
Tuesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.00pm Episcopal Visitation at Stroud
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel
7.00pm Wotton PCC Eucharist followed by PCC meeting, all in
the Catherine Chapel
Thursday – Ascension Day: 8.00am Morning Communion for
Ascension Day at St. Mary’s
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s
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11th
12th

13th

14th

15th
16th

17th
18th

19th

20th

Friday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s.
Saturday: 9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – “Noah”
– breakfast, activities and worship for all ages.
Blue Coat May Fair in school grounds
4.30pm Confirmation of Lou Dolling at Gloucester Cathedral
Sunday – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Beginning of Christian Aid Week
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s
9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s
6.00pm Christian Aid Service at St. Mary’s
Monday - Matthias the Apostle: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St.
Mary’s
9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for
under-fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to
the Parish Room
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room
7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s.
Tuesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.45pm Alderley and Tresham PCC meeting at Wortley
Farmhouse
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union
Corporate Communion);
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel
7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room –
Weddings
Thursday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
Friday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
10.30am U3A visit to St. Mary’s
Saturday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
2.00pm Wedding of Sam Winslow and Ashley Curtis at St.
Kenelm’s
Sunday – Pentecost
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s
10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s11.00am
Family Communion and Baptism of William Eveleigh at St.
Kenelm’s
6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s
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21st

22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th

28th

29th
30th
31st

Monday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to
the Parish Room
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room
Tuesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel.
Thursday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
Friday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s.
Saturday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
Sunday – Trinity Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
9.30am Family Communion and Baptism at St. Martin’s
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s
6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s
(No Evensong)
Monday - Bank Holiday Monday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St.
Mary’s
No Little Church
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room.
Tuesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish
Room.
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel
Thursday – Corpus Christi: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St.
Mary’s
7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Nicholas,
Ozleworth

Dates for Early June
1

st

2nd

Friday – Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
Saturday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
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3rd

4th

5th
6th

7th

Sunday – 1st After Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s
11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel
6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s
Monday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Little Church, meet at St. Mary’s then head to Parish
Room at 10am
10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room
Tuesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
Wednesday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s
2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room –
‘Scarves”
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel
7.30pm Deanery Synod in Parish Room
Thursday: 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s

From the Registers
The following services have been taken by the
Anglican Clergy of these Parishes
19th

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together”
May
Sam Winslow and Ashley Curtis (St. Kenelm’s)
FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES

“Behold! I make all things new”
7th
18th
19th

April
April
April

Malcolm Sargent (74) (St. Kenelm’s)
Maureen Rowley (78) (St. Mary’s)
Ross Browning (St. Mary’s)
_______________

Hmm!
Methodist ministers sometimes take it into their heads to dress
up as John Wesley. One such minister dressed himself suitably and
rode through the streets of his town, stopping at the Market Place,
where he delivered a short homily seated on his horse. One young
man was heard to say to his girl friend, “Now I know what is meant
by the SERMON ON THE MOUNT”.
Monarch Books
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine
Chapel on Sundays 6th, 13th and 27th. Story sacks and books are
available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews.
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147
Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am

7th: Bank Holiday – NO Little Church
14th: TBA
21st: TBA
28th: Bank Holiday – NO Little Church
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk
Messy Church: Saturday 12th from 9.30am to 11.00am
A service for all ages to eat together, explore the theme “A new start”
through a variety of activities; then enjoy a time for celebration - telling
the story, singing and praying.
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147
Family Service: Sunday 20th
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175
Prayer for May:
Father God, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit.
Thank you for sending the Spirit to help us.
Thank you for sending the Spirit to speak the truth.
Thank you for sending the Spirit to reassure and guide us.
Amen.
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Viney Hill 8-10th June
DON’T FORGET!
Still places available to book your camping weekend at Viney
Hill (No hassle as tents already erected on arrival!)

OR
If camping is not your thing --please REMEMBER to book your

SATURDAY DAY VISITOR PLACES
Activities include:
1. Messy Church type activities for younger children (free)
2 Socialising, drinking tea and eating cake
3. Coached Activities:
Crate Stacking £6.25 per person/Low Ropes £6.25 per Person,
starting 9.30am.
Canoeing, off site, £14.50 starting 9.30am
Archery, in the afternoon, £12.50 per person.
All bookable and payable on the day.
4. Potential Bike Ride in the forest. Free, please bring your own
bike as this event is organised by ourselves.
We do invite you to stay for evening activities around the campfire.
Saturday Day Visitor - to include Lunch, afternoon tea and Supper.
Day Prices: Adults =£14, Aged 1 – 7 years=£5, and 0 – 1 year=Free

Don’t delay! Pick up an application form today at the Viney Hill
notice board in Church.
Or, for further info contact Teresa Pottinger on 07973 179146, Peter
Downs on 01453 843294, Helen Beattie on 07773 861780 or Cath
Anderton on 07970 288864.
Please return form with payment, as soon as possible to Mrs. Joan
Deveney, 85 Shepherds Leaze, Wotton-under-Edge, GL12 7LJ; or
email joandeveney@btinternet.com
Further detailed information will be sent with a receipt
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Traidcraft
Fighting Poverty through Trade
Every first Sunday in the month, St. Mary’s holds a
Traidcraft stall to sell fairly-traded goods and to showcase stock
from the Ark coffee shop. Each time we put out jars of Sweet Justice
Honey, I am reminded why we, along with other churches in
Wotton, support the work of the Traidcraft organisation. It’s a sethoney from Chile, produced by Sonia Chicao and Celia Gonzales,
who are part of the Apicoop bee-keeping co-operative in Paillaco,
about 2,000km south of Santiago. Their land is poor so the income
from the sale of honey is vital to them.
Traidcraft was set up in 1979 by a group of Christians in
Newcastle, when they saw how trade works in favour of the rich
and powerful to the detriment of poorer, small-scale producers and
farmers. In those days, there were no labels, standards or
certification schemes to guide shoppers, only a few people who were
committed to helping those poorer, small-scale farmers and artisans
have a fairer distribution of the proceeds of their labour and a
means of working their way out of poverty.
Today, Traidcraft works in over 30 countries and with
members of all faith groups to make sure that the goods we rely on
from all around the world are produced and traded under fair
conditions. As one of the initial groups to demand the Fair Trade
standards, it campaigned for all those within the supply chain to
receive a fair reward for their contribution.
Whilst the larger supermarkets may have looked upon
the ethical aims of stocking Fair Trade goods as being good policy in
recent years, some are re-thinking their stance and are looking to
introduce their own certification schemes to replace the demanding
Fair Trade standards. Sainsbury’s and Tesco are reviewing their
supply chains and exploring ways of cutting costs and of
implementing their own environmental and labour policies.
But Traidcraft continues to uphold the Fair Trade
standard and go beyond it as they seek to partner poor and
disadvantaged producers. Their long-term commitment to
developing good relationships with producers means they can
invest in sustainable development and pioneer innovation. The
organisation acts to lobby governments to advance trade justice and
encourage ethical business practices.
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So what of our Sweet Justice Honey?
God is love, God is just and God is on the side of the poor. And
we can endorse those values in our own very small way by
choosing to buy Traidcraft products. That way, we can help make
sure the honey we spread on our toast is Sweet Justice indeed.
How you can help:
 support the Traidcraft stall
 pray for the work of Traidcraft and its producers
 join
the
campaign
for
justice
in
trade
www.traidcraft.org.uk/campaigns
June Moody

Open Doors

Kidnapped Pastor’s family still looking for answers
A year after the abduction of Malaysian church leader Raymond
Koh, an inquiry into his kidnapping has been abruptly halted,
leaving his family confused and upset.
Pastor Koh was abducted in broad daylight on 13 February last
year by masked men driving black vehicles. His vehicle was also
taken and has not been found. Despite the fact that the abduction
was caught on CCTV, little progress has been made.
An inquiry that was set up into his disappearance has now been
halted, because a man has been charged in relation to his kidnap.
The man charged is a part-time Uber driver, Lam Chang Nam.
However, there are suspicions that the decision to charge him has
more to do with saving the Malaysian police from embarrassment
than securing justice for the family. Certainly Pastor Koh’s family
had no idea that a person was about to be charged and that the
inquiry would be stopped,
"It is very shocking for us as a family, as we had no idea this was
going to happen,” said Koh’s wife, Susanna Liew. ”We hope that
there will be justice. We still have hope in the system but I’m afraid
today this hope has been crushed.”
Koh’s family were incensed last year when they heard police had
been investigating whether the pastor had been proselytising
Muslims, instead of focusing on pursuing his captors. In 2011 Koh
had been accused of proselytising Muslims, and had also received
bullets in the mail.

Pray
That Pastor Koh would be returned to his family and for the safe
return of other Christians in Malaysia who have been abducted.
Source: World Watch Monitor
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Greetings from the Saudi Desert
I am a chocoholic and I make no excuses for it. However, there
are some types and brands of chocolate that I prefer to others, so
you could say I am slightly fussy. As this is not a promotional piece
and I am not sponsored by any make in particular, I will not name
any brands.
Anyway, Lent is over for another year, the celebration of the
Resurrection of our Lord still carries on for a few more weeks. It
was good to see you on Palm Sunday and to join so many on the
annual Walk of Witness on Good Friday. Oh, I like hot cross buns
too, but funnily enough not ones with chocolate.
As in previous years, I gave up chocolate for Lent (that’s
obviously a Parish Administrator’s thing, Mrs. Cropper). The stuff
is available everywhere in Saudi Arabia and you would recognise
familiar brands. So, yes, walking through the supermarket aisles I
do come across displays of all sorts of chocolate and for those
absolutely desperate for the ‘home-grown’ variety, there is a Marks
and Spencer’s with a small food hall where you can indulge.
Back to giving up things I like, I’ll have you know I took up
following the Church of England’s Daily Lent Reflections sent to my
e-mail address every day and I found it was not a chore to do. It kept
me in touch with church life as I know it. (Just had to remember to
check the ‘spam’ box as the daily reflection sometimes landed there
instead of in the inbox.)
These ramblings will reach you in the May magazine. On 16 th
May, Islam’s Holy Month of Ramadan begins. Getting to know the
locals is not easy and I have not had the pleasure of meeting an
ordinary Saudi family to find out more about their daily lives. They
are very private when it comes to meeting foreigners. I can only
pass on things I have heard from others and report impressions.
I pinched the following from the Daily Telegraph (isn’t Google
useful sometimes?)
‘The holiest month of the Islamic calendar will take place this

spring.
By going without food or water during daylight hours,
Ramadan gives Muslims an insight into how it feels to be less
fortunate, giving them a time to reflect and show their
gratitude to Allah.
But it falls on a different date every year.
This is because while the Islamic calendar also has 12 months
in a year, the same as the Gregorian calendar, it's around 11
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months of their moon-based calendar need to mark different
dates in the sun-based calendar used in the West.
Before fasting begins, worshippers have a morning meal called
sahur, suhur or suhoor. After the end of the daily fast, an
evening meal called iftar is consumed.
During the fasting, Muslims abstain from food, drink, smoking,
sex and all 'sinful behaviour' such as swearing, insults and
telling lies.’
Shop opening-hours will be restricted and restaurants will not
be open during the day. It will be tough on the population, no food,
no water for about 13 hours. While the weather in December,
January and February is quite pleasant, temperatures are now
rising fast and come 16th May, it will be seriously hot. Exempt from
fasting are the elderly and the very young, the sick and pregnant
and nursing women. Tempers will no doubt flare, driving will be
even more erratic than usual. I will learn more as those four weeks
progress, but one thing is for sure: I admire their will-power and
their determination to adhere to the rules of Ramadan and I will
respect them by not taking a swig from my water bottle in public
and by covering my hair (which I don’t usually have to do) when
out and about, even if I’ll sweat like mad). It is a small price to pay
for the experience of living here.
Best wishes to you all,
Ima

Ecclesiastical Insurance
Offer of £130 to St. Mary’s
To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical Insurance is
offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for every new home insurance
policy taken out by a member of our church during 2018. One of our
congregation has already taken out a new policy, and we have
received £130!
Look out for the advert elsewhere in this edition, see the poster
displayed in the church porch, or speak to Adrian Davis.
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Are you ready for a life-changing experience
on placement with the world church?
Rebecca Boardman looks back on a short-term mission
placement with the USPG Journey With Us programme.
‘Being woken up with a phone call at four in the morning to be
told I was needed at a meeting 150 miles away that evening, then
spending nine hours on a bus before being asked the next day to
speak to a room full of bishops and archbishops – that was one of the
more interesting days!’

Rebecca Boardman spent ten months in the Philippines with the
short-term mission placement programme run by the Anglican
mission agency USPG.
‘I wouldn’t swap the experience for anything,’ said Rebecca. ‘At
home in Hampshire, I was fresh out of university and used to a
fairly predictable way of life. In the Philippines, my church hosts
drew upon all my skills and resources and I rose to the challenge.’
The USPG ‘Journey With Us’ programme arranges placements of
up to 12 months and is open to people from Britain and Ireland, aged
18 or over, regardless of their church background or where they are
on their faith journey. No professional skills are required. There is
preparation before travel, support while you are on placement, and
debriefing on your return.

Rebecca had completed a geography degree at Cambridge
University and was keen to explore both the world and her
Christian faith.
‘The placement stripped me of all my usual labels. In the
Philippines, the people I met had no preconceptions. They just saw
me for who I was, without masks, which was both challenging and
refreshing. Also, there was the obsession we have in the UK with
planning. Like my last-minute car journey, things just happened. It
was a case of just being me, in the moment, drawing upon my
resources and creativity, but always with the support of my hosts.’
Over the years, those taking part in USPG Journey With Us have
been to countries in every continent, finding themselves helping in
schools, on farms, in churches and clinics. The point is not so much
about the tasks that participants might be given, but a chance to
share fellowship with your hosts and experience the life and
mission of the local church.
‘I lived in a village at one point,’ recalled Rebecca. ‘I had to hand28

flush the toilet using a bucket of water and showered by tipping
buckets of water over myself – so I became very aware of how much
water I was using. Also we had to burn our rubbish, so I became
aware of how much I was wasting. In a very direct way I was
receiving a lesson in what stewardship means.’
Rebecca continued: ‘I had experiences that were unlike anything
I’d experienced before. I visited one of the coastal communities that
was hit by Typhoon Haiyan. It was just over a year after, and I was
with a church worker who recalled seeing the devastation.
‘My assumptions about the way the church works were
challenged. There were frequent gatherings and pageants. People
would be dancing and being expressive with no fear of judgement.
There was an openness, warmth and hospitality I’d rarely
experienced before. People would open up their homes to me and
welcome me in.’
The way people lived was very different in some aspects,
observed Rebecca. ‘‘It was common for married couples to have jobs
in different parts of the country, so they might only see their
partners three times a year. I ate chicken’s feet. I learned how to
make chocolate. I learned how rice is grown on steep
mountainsides and I learned how the church is supporting new
farming methods that are “climate smart” because they use less
pesticide and the rice is more resistant to storms and captures
more carbon.’
Rebecca has no hesitation in recommending the programme to
others. ‘The preparation and training is excellent for going into a
culture and context that’s new. I felt prepared to make judgements
for myself and rely on my own resources. And there was good
debriefing when I got back. ‘I felt stretched and refined, always with
the support network of the church behind me.
‘It made me realise that I’m part of a much bigger community – I
felt a sense of connectedness that goes beyond our own small lives. I
felt part of this huge thing that we call God’s mission. I also made
friends for life and met people whom I still consider to be role
models.’
Anyone who wanted to find out more about USPG ‘Journey With
Us’ was invited to attend an ‘Exploration Weekend’, in
Birmingham, during April. More information was available by
calling
Habib
Nader
on
0207
921
2215
or
emailing
habibn@uspg,org.uk.
You
can
read
more
at www.uspg.org.uk/journey or by listening to Rebecca being
interviewed by UCB Radio.
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The Messenger

LIVING OUT CHRIST’S LOVE AND HOPE
Being advocates for human flourishing, through initiatives which
combat injustice, environmental destruction, exclusion and isolation

Are you planning a FestivALL event? Register your event under our
banner at www.festival.org or come along to one of the events listed.
Sharing and learning day, Friday 18 May, 10am to 4.30pm
Gloucester Cathedral, College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LX
Get together with local community and statutory organisations to
hear inspiring talks, attend panel discussions and workshops which
explore the theme of inclusion, what it means and how can we all get
better at it. With key speaker Dame Janet Trotter OBE DBE CVO
Book your place here http://bit.ly/sharingandlearning
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FestivALL launch party
Thursday 17 May, 4pm to 7.30pm
Gloucester Cathedral, College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LX
Fun for all ages – bring a picnic and enjoy live music, dancing, circus
skills, sports, arts and crafts and more. All activities are free and open
to everyone.
Festival of Stars
Saturday 16 June, 2pm to 10.30pm on green space off Coronation
Square, GL51 7SY
Drumming workshops, graffiti wall youth event, make a mask or
musical instrument, iSingPoP, Tom Elliott (comedian and magician),
Out of the Ashes choir and The Strays—find full details on the
FestivALL website.
Diocesan-wide football tournament in Gloucester Cathedral
#created2play
Saturday 16 June, 10am to 7pm
£5 per team of up to eight people, payable on the day. Five tournaments
for different ages of children. Find out more and book at
www.gloucester.anglican.org/about-us/our-vision/sports or contact
Andy Poole on 07895 135317.
Cotswold Riding for the Disabled – fun afternoon
Wednesday 30 May 2-4pm at Cheltenham Racecourse
A very family friendly event with tea and cake, games and arts and
crafts. Everyone in the community is invited to have fun and learn
more about what this charity does. Full details on the FestivALL
website.
Plan some summer fun
SPREE West Midlands, July 13, 5pm to July 15, 5pm
Do you want your children to engage with Bible teaching, worship and
each other, including their leaders, in a new and inspiring way? Would
you like to offer them a whole weekend of fun, including zorbing,
climbing wall, foam slide, laser quest, bush-craft, silent disco, dance,
fitness, crafts, board games, inflatables, films and sports? Come to
SPREE West Midlands. £48 per person if booked before 4 May. A
diocesan team will attend to support parishes taking fewer than 10
children. Find more details at www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/
spree-2018

Events and training
More details for all these events at
www.gloucester.anglican.org/events/2018-01
Six week internship placement at Viney Hill Christian Adventure
Centre, paid, with no experience needed. An amazing opportunity
for young people with an interest in sports. Find out more here
https://bit.ly/2Hx1Rrv
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Using the Jesus Deck in Christian Mission
Saturday 5 May, 10.30-1pm, Abbey House, Tewkesbury (TBC)
This training event is for anyone who is interested in engaging in
creative mission in new ways. The Jesus deck of cards illustrates the
life of Jesus and is a powerful tool for evangelism that can be used in
a variety of settings. It is used to encourage the sharing of personal
stories and then seeks to connect a person’s story with the story of
Jesus. Book your place by emailing rev.edsauven@gmail.com
Getting things done
Saturday 19 May, 9am to 1pm, 4pm, College Green, Gloucester
Develop simple systems to make administration run more smoothly.
Bring your diary and your ‘to do’ list. £5 (free for curates). Book at
cmdevents@glosdioc.org.uk
Social media training
Monday 14 May, 6.30pm to 8pm, Chedworth Village Hall
Free training for more of our congregations, clergy and parish teams
to feel confident in using social media both to promote our churches
and to share stories of individual faith journeys. Book at http://
bit.ly/2Hrcxqs
Christening Workshops
Tuesday 8 May, St. Margaret Mary Church Hall, Coleford,
Friday 11 May, St James’ Parish Centre, Dursley, Thursday 17 May,
Watermoor Hall, Cirencester (check the website events calendar for
details).
One or two people from each parish are invited to come along to
learn more about the national Christening resources, ways to
maintain relationships with Christening families and hear good
news stories about how initiatives are working in parishes across
this
diocese.
For
booking
and
information
contact
nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 01452 835544.

Have your say
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, e-mail Katherine
at kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter
@glosdioc, view videos on YouTube Diocese of
Gloucester or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org
The Messenger
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Letter from Lisa

Sunrise

Over 200 million Christians experience severe persecution. That’s
the sobering conclusion of the 2018 Open Doors World Watch List.
However, recent opportunities to speak up for these brothers and
sisters within the corridors of power give some cause for hope.
Together with Iraqi believers, I was privileged to present the
Hope for the Middle East global petition to US Vice-President Mike
Pence at the UN, and Prime Minister Theresa May in the UK. With
signatures from an amazing 808,172 people around the world,
Christians in Syria and Iraq are heartened to know that their calls
are being heard at the highest level.
More recently, at the parliamentary launch of the World Watch
List, it was encouraging to see 87 MPs and other parliamentarians
absorbing the message about the scale and severity of global
persecution. One of our guest speakers was Egyptian businessman
Michael, who described the increasing persecution in Egypt as ’the
fight of our lives’.
Violent attacks and church bombings in Egypt have become
mainstream news, but there’s a hidden story of violence against
women, too. The kidnapping of Christian girls for forced marriage to
Muslim extremists is becoming commonplace in Egypt. Such
abductions have a huge impact, not only on the girls themselves, but
also on their families and communities.
As the mother of two girls, the prospect of suffering in a similar
way seems unthinkable. But this is the road we see Jesus Himself
walk on the way to Good Friday to ‘give His life as a ransom for
many' (Mark 9:45). Our persecuted brothers and sisters are,
similarly, going through a Good Friday experience, but proving
God’s faithfulness in the midst of sacrifice. As part of the body of
Christ, our calling is to support and pray with them — as many have
been doing daily through our Lent resource Live Like a North
Korean — and to let them know they are not forgotten.
Following a resurrected Lord gives the ultimate hope that a new
day will dawn. The word ’Easter’, which has its origins in ’east’,
suggests the brightness of sunrise and Zechariah’s song expresses
this most beautifully: ’because of the tender mercy of our God the
rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in
darkness and in the shadow of death’ (Luke 1: 78—79). , Thanks to all
who support our brothers and sisters, the light of Christ brings a
new dawn for them and those around them.
Lisa Pearce CEO, Open Doors UKEI
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Word Search
Cars

Alfa Romeo Audi
BMW Cadillac
Chevy
Chrysler Citroen
Daimler
Dodge
Ferrari
Fiat
Ford
Honda
Infiniti Jaguar Jeep
Lexus Mazda
Mercedes
Mercury
Nissan
Plymouth Rover Saab
Skoda Suzuki Toyota
Volvo
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Pastoral Care
There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick,
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant,
but we try to meet your needs as follows:
If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters,
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm
For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on
01453 844 370
We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but,
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this:
Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7;
Wotton £3
Lifts to a church service can also be provided.
If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice
Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday
Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first
Monday in the month Holy Communion)
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday
Prayer Space at St. Mary’s: 5.00 – 6.00pm Wednesday, in the
Catherine Chapel
Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to
clergy availability
Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday
Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services
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House Groups
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a
particular group.
MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for
information.
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze,
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.
THURSDAYS
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane,
7.30 pm monthly, 3rd Thursday.
Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm.

Ahem !
A minister arrived at his new church and was
interviewed by a young reporter from the local
newspaper. The minister was in good form and
told the reporter many of his finest and funniest
stories. “But don’t print them,” he added. “I want
to use them in my sermons.”
The frustrated reporter reluctantly agreed,
but the minister was horrified to read in the
paper the following evening: “The minister told
some good stories which cannot be repeated.”
____________________________________

The rector went on holiday to Jerusalem where, to the surprise of
his flock, he met the woman of his choice. News of his forthcoming
marriage soon reached the parish and the following Sunday the
organist marked the event by playing the voluntary “Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem”.
____________________________________

A bishop, speaking about the “Water of Life”, asked the younger
members of the congregation where their drinking water came
from. A little boy jumped up and quickly said,
“From the Lord my pump.”

Smile , Please’ (Monarch Books)
Deadline for the June Magazine by May 14th, noon, please.
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s
The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children’s play area, Traidcraft
(01453-521 838)
Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine
Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00)
Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)
Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849)
Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow (07795 515 219)
Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393) Handbell
ringing Thursday 7.30pm
Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am
–1.00)
Communication: Vacant
For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time.
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899).
Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am
Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for
notices)
For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795
681861)
Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages.

Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge
HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki,
served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223
THE BAPTIST CHURCH, in the Rope Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin.
(01453-844726).
Secretary:
David
King,
e-mail
address:
djs.king@virgin.net.
THE UNITED CHURCH, in Bradley Street, Rev’d Phil Summers 01453542565
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or
wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY
01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the
endorsement of any goods or services offered.

Builders, etc.
J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103
Cinema
Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401
DIY:
Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229
Electricians
Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077)
Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894), 843877
Florists:
Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT):
Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………………. 843687
Home Care/Home Help
Brenda’s Home Care....................07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com
Piano Tuning and Repairs
Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008
Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs.
Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)
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