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Well done to Andrew Kirkup who 
has raised £2000 for the Longfield 
Hospice by completing the 26.2 
mile Newport Wales Marathon - 
his first. He came in 18th out of 

3500 competitors with the 
remarkable time of 2 hours, 50 

minutes and 42 seconds. It would 
have been admirable even if he 
had NOT been wearing a pink 
tutu, waving a silver wand and 

sporting a pair of fairy wings. He 
ran to say thank you for all the 

help they gave his mother Ruth so 
he has certainly shown his 

appreciation and highlighted the 
cause!



Parish Council Report
     At its May council meeting the 
Parish Council elected a chairman and vice chairman and 
councillors onto local committees and groups for the year 
2018 to 2019. Cllr Ken Brown was elected as Chairman and 
Cllr Dave Purnell was elected as Vice Chairman. 

A contractor has been working in the cemetery on behalf of 
the council to clear fallen branches from the site which 
came down during high winds. This work is expected to be 
completed fairly soon. Two councillors have also cleaned 
the seat under the Jubilee tree. 
Now that the new section of the memorial garden is 
substantially completed, the council is reviewing Burial and 
Cemetery regulations with effect from the 1st of June 
2018.  Further details will be available in the next edition of 
OTE and on the council website once these are finalized. 

The council discussed that the two parish phone boxes 
would greatly benefit from some maintenance especially 
painting. The council is able to reimburse expenses incurred 
by volunteers who come forward to paint the phone boxes. 
For any queries on this please refer to the clerk. Receipts 
for expenditure are requested to be provided to the clerk in 
due course. 

The council approved the clerk's accounts for the financial 
year 2017 to 2018 and these will go forward for approval by 
the internal and external auditors by mid June. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 4th June 
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall to which all are welcome. 

Elizabeth Oakley Clerk 0453 544098 
clerk@NorthNibleyParishCouncil.org.uk 

www.northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk 

Fancy a challenge? 
North Nibley has two public phone boxes designed by Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, architect of Liverpool Anglican Cathedral and 
Bankside Power station—now Tate Modern—in London.  Since 

both Type K6s* are sited where mobile signals are lacking, the 

telephones will continue in service, but although BT will 
maintain the equipment it is down to the community to look 
after the Kiosks. 

The Parish Council is hoping for some public 
spirited volunteers to come forward with their 
wire brushes, sandpaper, paintbrushes etc 
ready to taken on the two projects. 
 
The Pitt Court telephone came into its own 
after a road accident nearby—it was used to 
contact the emergency services without delay. 
This is why the Parish Council’s case to retain it 
and its twin was accepted. 
If you are interested contact the Clerk (see 
above) who will provide information on how to 
consult a BT representative about colour 
options and any technical advice.  
 

 * Some info from Wikipedia :  In 1935 the K6 (kiosk number six) was designed to commemorate the Silver Jubilee  

of  George V. It was consequently sometimes known as the "Jubilee" kiosk. It was essentially a smaller and more 

streamlined version of the K2, which Scott had originally designed in 1924. (He had suggested  this be painted silver, 

with a "greeny-blue" interior, but the Post Office chose red.) 
The K6 went into production in 1936 and was the first red telephone kiosk to be extensively used outside London              
and has since become a British icon, but it was not universally loved at the start. The red colour caused particular local 
difficulties and there were many requests for less visible colours.             
The Post Office was forced into allowing a less strident grey with red 
glazing bars scheme for areas of natural and architectural beauty. 
Ironically, some of these areas that have preserved their telephone boxes 
have now painted them red. 
PS  K7 and K8 models followed but no K9—privatisation and BT brought 
only KX100, 200 and 300. 
Does anyone know when Nibley’s K6s arrived here? 

 

 

WELCOME 
to Tom and Margaret Holden who 
have recently moved to Long Barn, 
Millmans Farm. 
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Our famous villager! 
 
Facebook followers will have seen the 

wonderful picture of Ivor Ayres sitting 

on the bench outside the shop reading 

the first delivered edition of the new 

local paper –   The Wotton Times.  

We are delighted to be one of the 

approved stockists of this quality 

monthly publication and thrilled that 

Ivor got his 5 minutes of fame……..  

by being in the right place…...  

at the right time! 

Contact us 

 548374 
 

 northnibley-

shop@gmail.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook 

                                       Buy Local 
 

Our local Nibley cider, Forgotten Orchard, is just the thing  

for your summer picnic or BBQ.  We sell it in handy 

bottles, but can also order a 5,10 or 20 litre box        

for you – order forms  on the counter.  

 

   

Also very local is Dr James Roberts’ Spuncombe Sparkling, a dry 

sparkling wine produced from vines growing in our lovely valley, 

and produced and bottled by the Three Choirs Vineyard in Newent.  

Crisp, dry and refreshing it is ideal for parties, weddings, 

christenings where or any other occasion, or just to drink 

for fun as an affordable English  alternative to French 

Champagne.  Cheers! 

Gardener’s Delight 

 

Come in and see what our green fingered    

over-producers have brought into the shop.  

Tomato plants are a given, but who knows what 

else will be appearing?  And if you don’t want 

your excesses to go to waste, you can be 

assured that someone else in the village will be 

delighted to recycle your plants and seedlings 

and give them a good home, so all such 

donations gratefully received. 

     It’s Father’s Day  
 

Coming up this month – Sunday 17th to be precise.  

We will be stocking cards for the occasion of course 

and some cracking beers and wines; but maybe a large 

slab of chocolate is what Dad really hankers after – 

and as it’s HIS day, why not indulge him?   

                 

 

                        Product of the month 

 

Alcoholic ice pops on a sunny summer’s day, anyone?  

In delicious varieties, such as Champagne, Rosé & 

Raspberry, Bellini and Watermelon Martini – don’t 

they all sound refreshing and ever-so-slightly naughty?  

Marshfield, local maker of our yummy range of ice 

cream tubs also supply us with Gin & Tonic Sorbet, so 

if that’s your tipple, why not give one of those a try? 

      Post Office info 

 

People are still finding old 

£10 notes down the side of 

the sofa or in that summer 

handbag that’s just come 

out of the loft.  Just to 

reassure you, we still offer 

a nice crispy polymer     

one in exchange,                     

so bring  them in. 

         Remember 

we offer: 

Travel Insurance 

Foreign Currency and 

Currency Cards. 

The Post Office also has 

Mortgages, Savings    

options, credit cards and 

many other banking   

facilities through Bank 

of Ireland. 

Speak to Sheryll            

to find out more. 
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COME AND JOIN US FOR OPEN GARDEN & TEAS 

AT KATHARINE'S FARM, SWINHAY,  
WOTTON -UNDER-EDGE, GL12 7PH  
SATURDAY 23rd JUNE  & SUNDAY 24th June   
11.00am - 6.00 pm     ENTRY....£5....UNDER 16 free. 
THE GARDEN IS ALSO OPEN FOR 'PICNIC SUNDAY’ ON  1st JULY 
BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC AND ENJOY IT IN THE GARDEN.                      
(SORRY NO TEAS AVAILABLE THAT DAY) 
ALL MONEY RAISED IN AID OF  ST PETER'S HOSPICE, BRISTOL  
AND LONGFIELD. 
Further information : Richard Meyer. 01453-843329Or visit :- 
www.cockadoodledo.org.uk.               Reg. Charity No. 1160951 

The 27th Lister Tyndale Steam Rally will be held on 
16th –17th JUNE once again at Nibley House Farm. Still 
considered one of the best picturesque rally sites in the 
country. 
Entries are up on last year with an increase in the 
number of full size steam engines attending. 
Once again the ever popular St Martin’s tea tent will be 
attending plus caterers providing hot food. The bar tent 

will be providing an array of drinks with a group 
providing live music on Saturday night to which 
villagers are welcome to attend. 
Entry prices have remained the same as last year and 
any profits made will be given to Wotton Lions Club who 
do a wonderful job manning the pay desks and car 
parking. 
We hope to see you there. 

THE 27TH   
 LISTER TYNDALE      

STEAM RALLY 
JUNE 16TH – 17TH 2018 
NIBLEY HOUSE FARM, 

 GL11 6DL 

Beethoven - Violin Concerto in D major Op 61
Beethoven - Symphony no 6 “Pastoral” in F major Op 68 

Mozart - Posthorn Serenade K 320

London Mozart Players
Benedict Hoffnung Conductor / Júlia Pusker Violin

7.30 pm Saturday 23rd June 2018 
St Mary’s Parish Church, Wotton-under-Edge

Tickets £30, £18, £12, £10 (restricted view), £5 Student 
Booking: 07768 931876 Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
or in person at Fish Out Of Water, 25 Long St. Wotton
or email: christopher@wottonconcertseries.co.uk
More information: www.wottonconcertseries.co.uk

Ludwig van Beethoven

Alderley
Sponsored by

Concert
series
Wotton Saturday 23rd June 2018

7.30 pm at ST. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH,
Wotton Under Edge

LONDON MOZART PLAYERS
Benedict Hoffnung Conductor / Julia Pusker Violin 

Beethoven	-	Violin	Concerto	in	D	major	Op	61	
Beethoven	-	Symphony	no	6	“Pastoral”	in	F	major	Op	68	

Mozart	-	Posthorn	Serenade	K	320	

Tickets	£30,	£18,	£12,	£10,	(£5	Student)		
christopher@wottonconcertseries.co.uk	/07768931876	
or	‘Fish	out	of	Water’,		25	Long	Street,	Wotton-Under-Edge		

Beethoven - Violin Concerto in D major Op 61
Beethoven - Symphony no 6 “Pastoral” in F major Op 68 

Mozart - Posthorn Serenade K 320

London Mozart Players
Benedict Hoffnung Conductor / Júlia Pusker Violin

7.30 pm Saturday 23rd June 2018 
St Mary’s Parish Church, Wotton-under-Edge

Tickets £30, £18, £12, £10 (restricted view), £5 Student 
Booking: 07768 931876 Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
or in person at Fish Out Of Water, 25 Long St. Wotton
or email: christopher@wottonconcertseries.co.uk
More information: www.wottonconcertseries.co.uk

Ludwig van Beethoven

Alderley
Sponsored by

Concert
series
Wotton
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NEWS FROM NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE HALL 
 

Online bookings - http://
www.northnibleyhall.org.uk/fees-booking 

 
bookings@northnibleyhall.org.uk (booking enquiries only please) 

  
general@northnibleyhall.org.uk  (all other enquiries & join our contact list) 

       
 telephone bookings - 0845 467 4118 (calls charged at local rate) 

 
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 

 
 First a huge vote of thanks to all who helped us               

freshen up the main hall and meeting rooms                
`on 12th May, they look really welcoming again 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Next our team has had a good look at the Air in G Catalogue for the coming season 
and is applying for two acts that we believe you will really enjoy  

more details when we have them 
 
 
 

We are coming up to our ‘quiet season’ as far as weekend 
bookings go so NOW is the time to book your slot for that 

special event party 
 

Just £50 for six and a half hours ‘locals’ rate 

H
U

R
R
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 At our May meeting Tim Lewis and his 

accompanist Sheila gave us a very enjoyable talk 

‘England in Tune’. This was a clever compilation 

of songs, prose and poems ranging from Andrew 

Lloyd-Webber through Noel Coward to Julian 

Slade and many other artists. A most entertaining afternoon! 

 

11th June   John Gingell  ‘From Bean to Bar’  John will be 

making chocolate and his supporting displays are most 

impressive. 

Chocoholics take note!!  And bring a friend. 

 

9th July   We hope to combine a visit to St Martins Church,        

a talk on some of  its history from Sue Devine and a Cream Tea 

in the church! 

Meetings start at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. 

 

Visitors welcome 

  

EYE 

VILLAGE 

And there’s more! 
A 15 minute slot between 5–8pm on the Busk Stop stage 

at the Nibley Music Fest on Sat 7 July  
Lovely harmonies with pop, traditional and modern spiritual songs. 
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North Nibley Pre-School 

We have had fun out in the garden enjoying the sand and water play.  We have been looking at bugs, 

wildlife and our environment.  Sadly last month we said goodbye to Danae who has gone off to 

pastures new, but we are pleased to give a warm welcome to Becky who has replaced her in the team. 

If you are interested in your child joining our pre-school there are places available for this year and 

from September. We operate in the Village Hall, Monday 9.00am-1pm, and Tuesday-Friday 9.00am-

3.30pm. Please leave a message on 07842280220 and we will call you back, or drop in anytime and meet our lovely staff and 

children. 

Our Bumps, Babies and Toddlers Group is also in full swing on Monday from 9.30-11.00am in the Village Hall. Each session is 

themed with an activity and a healthy snack.  For the older children they can, for a small extra charge, spend an hour in the Pre-

school (space permitting).  Please come along to meet local mums and have a coffee. 

Tyndale Photography Club 

Andy Beel FRPS came to the village hall to judge the last monthly competition of the season, the prints were 
of an open subject whereas the projected digital images were of the set subject  'food and/or drink'. 

As is usual in our competitions, Andy began by judging the prints, but what is unusual is that Andy had not 
seen any of the entries before arriving in North Nibley. As each print was displayed, Andy passed his 
comments and gave a score. Before we broke for tea/coffee, the 3rd 2nd and 1st places were announced and, 
during the break, we were able to view all the entries 'up close and personal' as they were displayed at the 
front of the room. 

The two divisions for pdi's contained 42 images and although Andy said he had viewed them briefly before 
he came to judge, it was again a 'cold judging'. It was amazing how many different interpretations of food 
and drink were displayed and this made for a very interesting evening.  

The results are as follows : 
Prints  1st place – Elizabeth Restall ARPS – Trees on a Hillside (below) 
  2nd place – Lionel Jones - Splashdown 
  3rd place – Jenny Fryer LRPS – Into the fog  
Digital Images  (food and/or drink) 
Division 1 1st place – Barry Wilson – Chin Chin (right) 
  2nd place – Elizabeth Restall – Enjoying the fruits of his labour 
  3rd place – Gloria Pritchard – A hot drink 
Division 2 1st place – Christine Ryske - SpiceWorld (bottom right) 
  2nd place  - Christine Ryske – Eggsactly 3 o'clock 
  3rd place – George Ryske – Happy Meal 
All winning images and those high commended can be viewed on 

www.tyndalephoto.org  
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Living Life to the Full 
 In 2014 we asked the community to help us set our vision. 

 In 2015 you helped us to agree our core values. 

 In 2016 we asked you to help us compose a school prayer. 

 In 2017 you voted on your favourite carols for the Carol Service. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

In 2018… I’ve been inspired by the new tag-line for 

the diocese – “Life in all its fullness.” Actually, it was 

inspiring when we incorporated it into our vision       

4 years ago….., and I’m sure the disciples were 

inspired when Jesus first used the phrase to explain 

his  purpose “I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full.” (Gospel of John, Chapter 10). 

However, what does it mean for a 21st century child, 

and how does a school promote such an aspiration? 

Some years ago I showed the children “50 things to 

do before you are 11 and three quarters.”  There were 

many fun things to do with mud and leaves and the 

great outdoors, as one might expect from the National 

Trust. I found myself recently trying to connect these 

two ideas, and I wondered whether, between us, we 

might come up with a list of 100 essential experiences 

for Primary aged children. I did a bit of research and 

found that an approach like this is rare but not so rare 

as to be unusual, and there were ideas aplenty about 

what experiences contribute to a great childhood. So 

my request is a simple one for 2018 – what            

experiences would you like to see on our list? 

Some of the choir members at Wotton Arts Festival  

 

If at all possible I’d like to organise these under our 

key headings: “Learning, Achievement, Faith and 

Fun”, but at this stage all ideas will be accepted. Why 

not submit an idea via email, through the letterbox, by 

talking to us or using the simple form on our website 

ww w. no r th n ib l e y . g lo u cs . s ch . u k /e s s en t i a l -

experiences. 

The deadline is 1st September, after which the ideas 

will be considered in full. The final word, however, 

will be down to the School Pupil Council. I’m excited 

to see what they come up with! 

Goodbye and Thank You 

By the time you read this Mrs Dommett, the long-

standing Teaching Assistant in Class 1, will have left 

us for pastures new. She has been a key figure in   

school life; settling children in their anxious first days 

and helping children achieve the great start that they 

are all entitled to. As mid-day supervisor and leading 

first aider, she has supported children in numerous 

ways and we are deeply grateful for her work.         

We wish her every good wish for the future and hope 

she will keep in touch. 

Early warning 

The Year 6 Leaver’s Service will be held, as usual, in 

St. Martin’s Church, on Tuesday 24th July from     

9:30 a.m.  You are all most welcome to join us in 

celebrating the contribution of this remarkable group. 

 

Formula Goblin – North Nibley won the “best team” 

award in the ‘Spirit of Green Power’. 
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Everyone is welcome  
Enquiries:  

Rosie Casken 07977454083  

ART CLUB  
Every Wednesday 10.00am - 12.30pm  
A very peaceful way to spend a morning. 

Not sure if it’s for you? Pop your head 
round the door and come in for coffee 

and chat . No regular commitment.  

TABLE TENNIS   
Tuesdays in term time10 - 11.30 am 

£1.50 includes coffee and biscuits 
Don’t be shy - have a go! 

COMMUNITY CHOIR - 
Tuesday evenings  7.30pm   
 
Led by Rowan Armes (Term time only) 
All welcome to join—any queries contact 

rowanarmes@btinternet.com 

DANCEFIT  

Every Thursday 10.00 - 11. 00 am 
£5 a session p-a-y-g-. Come and join us 

THE DOOR  
YOUTH CLUB  
Thursdays 7.15- 9.15pm  
term time 

DRAMA   

Every Friday 6.00 - 7.00 pm in term time 
For kids in years 5,6 &7. £2.50 a session. 

TAI CHI is taking a break for 
the summer but will resume in 

September. 

REGULAR 
COMMUNITY 

EVENTS 

 www.northnibleychapel.org.uk  

The Chapel is available for weddings,  
christenings, and funerals.  

Contact: Rosie Casken, Chapel Development Worker, 
mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk         07977454083  

Dave Purnell   
davidpurnell48@hotmail.com    07775876738  

You are welcome to hire the Chapel for your event. 

Sunday June 17th at 10.30am  
Café Church All Welcome to join us 
for Coffee, Croissants and Bacon Rolls! 

 

Sunday 3rd June at 6pm              
The evening service will be led     

by Kathleen Hanbury, who is the 
Chapel Youth Worker.   

There will be a barbecue after the 
service. 

 All welcome. 

     Every Wednesday at the Chapel 

                  10 – 12pm 

          Come along and enjoy                   

           cake and good company.    

          Everyone welcome – toys available for children 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 x 100 packs of 150 micron  
laminating pouches 

Bought in error for Chapel machine. 
 

Available at a discount price! 
 

Contact Rosie on 01453 84076 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Could you spare a 
couple of hours every 
other month to help 

with Messy Church at 
the Chapel?     

]

                                       For more information, 

please contact Rosie 

on 01453 845076 .           

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony’s Tools 
Thank you to all who supported the 

silent auction. 
The fantastic sum of £420 was raised 

and grateful thanks are due to Iris 

for her generous donation                   

of the tools. 
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 For Baptisms, Thanksgiving for the birth of a child, weddings and wedding 
blessings, funerals and celebrations of life please contact: 

The Vicar Rev’d Canon Rob Axford 01453 842175 or rob@robaxford.plus.com 
The Local Minister for North Nibley, Rev’d Peter Marsh 01453 547521 (not 
after 7.00 pm,please) or pcemarsh@gmail.com                                                 
Churchwarden Wynne Holcombe 01453 542091 

ST MARTIN’S 
CHURCH 

FLOWER ROTA—  Altar         Nave 
JUNE 3rd & 10th    Barbara Hall      Trish Hall 
1th & 24th           Jean Corston    Sarah Aston 

CLEANING ROTA 
JUNE 3rd   Barbara Hall & Trish Hall 
10th                     Pam Lewis & Sue Devine 
17th                     Dawn Shepherd & Sarah aston 
27th                     Wynne Holcombe  

Wednesday 6th June 2.15pm  
Meet on Church Drive for Visit   
to Annabelle’s Garden followed by tea. 
This meeting is for members and invited 
guests. 
 

Wednesday 20th June 9.30am  
Corporate Communion at St Mary’s  
followed by Coffee in the Parish Room. 
                            7.45pm  
Rev Morag Langley leads a service at  
St Martin’s Church 
Guests and visitors especially welcome. 
 
Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant, Branch Leader,  01453 845157  

What’s on in June 
 
 

Sunday 3rd : First Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am: Parish Eucharist 
 
Sunday 10th : Second Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Service 
 
Sunday 17th : Third Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am Parish Eucharist  
 
Sunday 24th : Birth of John the Baptist  
9.30am Family Communion  
 
Sunday 1st July : Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am: Parish Eucharist 
 

Every Wednesday  -   
5.00pm   Evening Prayer 

Parish served from Thornbury 

VIGIL MASS 5.30pm 

SATURDAY 

NO Mass on Sundays 

Masses at Christ the King, Thornbury: Sunday 8.30 and 11.00am 
Weekday Masses: usually twice weekly 9.15am - check weekly 

bulletin & website for  details   www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before or after Masses as required 
 

Emergency Contact: Father George Malecki on 07539 289248 or 

Thornbury Parish Office on 01454 412223 for non urgent matters. 

Living close to the countryside as we do here, we can be aware of the rhythms of 
the seasons in the natural world and in the farming year. Growing times and 
dormant times, times of preparation, times of abundance and celebration.  
 
It’s the same with the seasons of the church’s year. Since December, we’ve 
followed the life of Jesus: his birth life, death, resurrection and ascension. Then 
Pentecost, the birth of the church, when the first disciples were filled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit to continue the work of Jesus.  
 
There have been highs and lows along the way, times of preparation and of 
celebration. Each season is marked by its own colour, which are seen in the 
vestments and hangings in many of our churches. Purple for the solemn seasons of 
preparation, gold or white for the big celebrations. 
 
And now it’s June, and outside everything is a riot of colour – the trees and plants 
in every shade of green, bright summer flowers and the flash of iridescent insect 
wings. It’s the time when all the flowering and pollinating and fruiting is making 
sure that life continues.  
 
We’ve also reached a different 
stage in the rhythm of the church’s 
year; it’s called ordinary time, and 
the colour is green. It’s not a special 
season but a time of consolidation 
and growth; time to grow closer to 
Jesus as we hear the stories of his 
ministry - his teaching and healing; 
time to grow the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, 
kindness, generosity.  
 
In our individual lives, too, we need times which are ordinary; times when we can 
grow more fully into the person we really are; times to become more fruitful in our 
lives, perhaps rediscovering the gifts, of skills or character, that have become 
overwhelmed by the demands of busy lives.  
 
We all need green time, growing time, ordinary time. It’s a chance simply to catch 
up with ourselves and to realign ourselves to the natural rhythms of life and of 
God’s world. So during this summer, take some time for yourself, learn from the    

natural world around us 
and     enjoy it’s growing 
and fruiting!  
 
With every blessing,  
Christine  

Rising Stars Concert                 
at St Martin’s, 6.45 for 7.30pm 

Wednesday 30th May 2018 
 

Under the Edge Arts is pleased to present   
a classical concert by two young musicians 

Lydia Kenny - saxophone,                      
who was the Winner this Spring of                      

Gloucestershire Young Musician of the Year  
and Man Ho Hui - piano.                         

 

Each will play their own choice of music in 
two halves of around 45 minutes. 

 

Tickets £11.50 include a free glass of wine 
or fruit juice.       

Book at www.utea.org.uk  
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NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE SHOP – 548374  

JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  

 Individual Design 

 Doors, windows, Stairs 

 Conservation Work 
 

TEL/FAX: 07973 360131 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 

 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 

 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 

Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

RK AERIALS 
Aerials & Satellites 
Serviced & Installed 

 

SKY DIGITAL FREEVIEW 
SETTING UP of TVs, DVDs, VCRs 

 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
 Call Roger Kloiber 
 

 01453 843664 or 

 07789 044956  
Wimley View, Coombe 

Lane, Wotton-u-Edge 

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 

 Tel: 01453 546557 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 

 Extensions 

 Outside Lighting 

NO Job Too Small 
 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

WOTTON TYRE AND 
EXHAUST CENTRE 

01453 844444 
Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd, 

Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF 
 

Celebrating 23 Years Serving 
Wotton & Surrounding Areas 
www.wottontyres.co.uk 

 

Friendly Local Service 

Home Solutions    
for all your  maintenance 
and building needs... 

 Renovation-Extensions 

 Bathrooms-Kitchens 

 Roofing-Plumbing-Electrical 

 Internal/External Decorating 
 

Tel: 01453 546178 
Mob: 07788 560066. 

home-solutions@talk21.com  

WOTTON DENTAL 

CLINIC 

All your needs for 
healthy teeth 

& gums 

All enquires & 
appointments 

Call: 01453 844428  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available throughout the year for  

Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events. 

Bed and Breakfast  Certified Caravan Site. 

Events and Reservations  01453 549700   

www.nibleyhouse.co.uk  

Nibley House 

www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk 

01453 521546 

 

Established family business offering a 
wide range of  local, seasonal fresh 
fruit and vegetables, meat, dairy and 

hearty home cooked food. 
Seasonal hanging baskets and 

bedding plants. 
Lunch & coffee available. 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

 

T. 01453 542494 

M. 07870 564228 

timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 

www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

The Black Horse Inn  - North Nibley 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS 

  TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY 

  COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE  ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE  

  COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE 

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND  BEER GARDEN 

 

Contact: 01453 543777 
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk  

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 

George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 

*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  
Gardening Services     

*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 
 

Servicing & Car Repairs 
All Under One Roof 

We also do M.O.T’s on Cars, Vans, & Taxi Tests.       
Scanning, Fault Code Reading                                                      

   and much more…… 

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.u

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
                                       

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 
LOGS  AND KINDLING 

                                                                                                                            
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 

STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

 

Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      
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Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 
I have to admit, climbing Mount Kilimanjaro hadn’t ever crossed my mind. I am a 43 year old mother of 

two, working as an A&E consultant.  We live in Waterley Bottom, and are conservative with a small c. 

Standing as an isolated dormant volcano, in the otherwise flat country of Tanzania in sub-Saharan 
Africa, its almost 6km summit seemed a million miles 

away. 

The trip was being organised to raise money for the 
Change Foundation, a charity that helps young people 

who are disabled or disadvantaged get back on their feet. 

And after signing up, I then forgot all about it until an 
email just before Christmas enquiring as to how my fund 
raising was going.  After new year, and following the 
inevitable indulgent festive period, I braced myself for     
a few months of training.  I run most days, but even the 
hairpin hill is tiny in comparison to the dizzy height of Kili.   
I gradually increased the distances, ran in the snow, 
cajoled the kids into running, and eventually felt 
‘prepared’.  I carefully read the kit list, bought most of it 
on ebay, had some vaccines, sourced some antimalarial 
& altitude sickness tablets and ‘wore in’ my walking 
boots.  My military colleagues told me the Marangu route 
was a very quick ascent, and I was highly likely to suffer 
from altitude sickness.  When I asked what that looked 
like, they replied ‘a very bad hangover’, headache and 

vomiting. 

With my rucksack packed & my fundraising going well,    
I waved goodbye to the Valley on 19th March, and flew 
from Heathrow to Kilimanjaro airport.  We were a diverse 

group of 18, and everyone was excited and nervous in equal amounts. 

We arrived to warm rain, and initially I couldn’t see the mountain.  Someone told me to look above the 
cloud.  And there she was. Towering above the cloud, and covered in snow.  Tanzania is stunningly 
beautiful, lush and green with banana trees and coffee plantations, but most people who live there are 

poor. 

We booked into a great hotel, showered, ate, and had our briefing from the lead of the trek.  An 
experienced Kili climber (this was his 397th ascent), Justas explained how the 5 days would be.  He 
described the importance of hydration and drinking 3 litres of water a day, nutrition and how to use the 
‘loo with a view’.  He also explained the rules of no disposable drinking bottles and no litter. Kilimanjaro 
had undergone a transformation in the past ten years and now was one of the cleanest mountains in 
the world.  I was surprised to hear there was a crew of 38 people supporting the 18 of us climbers.  
Guides, cooks and porters who carried our clothes bag, food and water.  Each day they would walk on 

ahead, arriving at camp early and preparing food and water. 

Justas then insisted on checking each person’s kit for the ‘final push’.  “It will be dark, slippy with snow 

and minus 25 degrees at the top”, he explained.  His attention to these details was reassuring.  

We slept well, tired from 18 hours of travel.  A rooster woke me up  (same as home) and the breakfast 

room was noisy with excited chatter.  After a short bus ride,     we arrived at Marangu gate, 1800m 

above sea level.  We signed onto the mountain register, adjusted our walking poles and set off.  We 

carried our day bags with essentials water, snacks, rain gear. 

Day 1 trek was an easy 8km, a gentle climb on a path through the jungle.  Monkeys jumped above our 

heads and the wildness screeched with birds.  Late afternoon,      we arrived at 2800m camp.  On 

arrival hot water to wash with, shortly followed by hot coffee.  There were simple huts with bunks to 

sleep 8, and after a dinner of soup, spaghetti bolognaise and more coffee, we climbed into our sleeping 

bags.                            Continued overleaf….. 
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Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro       
………………..continued from page 11                               
Day 2 started at 0630, we quickly packed 
up, ate porridge (of sorts) and toast, and 
set off.  The terrain was changing, the 
overhead trees cleared and the ground was 
full of spiky shrubs.  The group was starting 
to spread out, and we walked and talked 
along 11km of pathways, stopping only to 
eat our packed lunch, and arrived at the 
next camp, 3800m.  This camp was bigger, 
and there were people camping in tents.  
We could see the snow topped summit 
peaking out from the cloud.  We ate at a 
long table, had a hot drink and again settled 

into our bunks. 

Day 3 started with a beautiful sunrise at 
0600, we needed warmer clothes on, and 
set off.  The terrain was steeper and like a dried up stony river bed, there were no plants and only some large 
birds circling overhead (looking a bit like vultures!!).  People were starting to feel the effects of the altitude.     
We arrived at 4800 in the early afternoon, we were ate, were briefed about the final ascent, got our kit ready, 

and tried to sleep for a few hours.   

Day 4 (nearly) At 2230, a knock on the door signalled it was time to get up.  We drank hot coffee and put on    
7 layers on the top, and 3 layers on the bottom, 2 pairs of socks, 2 pairs of gloves, balaclava and hat and 
packed jelly babies as snacks (they don’t freeze).  We set off with a head torch each, following in a strict line.  
Walking ‘pole-pole’ (‘slowly-slowly’ in Swahili),  we climbed through the night onto snow and scree.  Eventually 

we arrived at the volcano edge, and began a precarious walk along the inside rim, 5 feet deep in snow.   

As we approached the summit, I can honestly say I have never seen anything so beautiful in my life.  It was 
0730, the sky was a myriad of the colours of the sunrise, and as the sun appeared above the horizon, and as    

I arrived at the summit (5895m), I shed a few tears.  I 
was tired, very short of breath, but I had made it.   …….  
and I could see the curve in the earth at the edges of the 

horizon. 

The descent was quicker, we were back down at 3800m 
by the night of day 4.  Arriving at the hotel, having a hot 
shower, and sleeping in a comfy bed made me 

appreciate the simple things.   

My welcome home party was fantastic, cake, bubbles 
and big hugs all round. Our trip raised over £35,000 for a 
wonderful charity, and I’m proud to have been part of it.           

               Emma Rowe 

On The Edge   
Editors &  

Contact Details                  
 

Please note that the 
DEADLINE  

for ALL SUBMISSIONS for  
the July 2018 issue is  

10th June 2018  
to our email address: 

nibleyote@gmail.com 

Sue Devine 543748 

Dave Earle 546659 

Di Hay 544695 

Sue Shrimpton 544409 

Alison Edwards 543441 

Shirley Chalmers 542717 

Dave Beer 546251 

If any other publication wishes to 
use items from this newsletter, 
kindly contact one of the editors. 

 Meriel and Bess ran their own stall at the Spring Fayre on 19th May. 

They really 

enjoyed the 

experience, 

making 

most of the 

cakes 

themselves. 

They raised 

over £50 for 

the Malala 

Fund.         
UWE BRISTOL   EX3789    05.18	
Printing & Stationery Services
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