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June 2018

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge
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No Plenty of Room in the Ark

The Ark Coffee Shop has been a
Christian presence in our town for the
past 23 years, providing refreshment,
support, and somewhere to buy your
Fairtrade goods, including 'proper'
Advent calendars and Real Easter
Eggs.

The Ark is staffed almost entirely by
volunteers and more are always welcome. Just one morning or
afternoon 'shift', either regularly or on a more flexible basis, would
make so much difference.

To find out more, either pop in to the Ark and speak to whoever is on
duty, or contact Volunteer Co-ordinator, Nia Archer on 01453845585.

Let’s Stick Together - or - The Times, they are a’Changing
The Churches Together in Wotton AGM was held on 30 April, followed by a
shared meal.

Those present heard about the projects and events that are arranged by the
Churches each year, and also the groups and initiatives that have been
established to the benefit of the whole community, which came into being
because people from the churches were led to do so.

What was also very clear was that people would rather be doing something
than be sitting around talking about it, and it’s for this reason that we will now
be looking closely at the way Churches Together in Wotton, as a body,
operates.

There is a constitution, which is overdue for review, so a small working party,
representing all of Wotton’s churches, will meet to plan the way forward, which
will be presented at an open meeting on Monday 9 July.

This really is a great opportunity to look at what we do, why we do it and how
we do it. Everyone at the AGM was in agreement that the Churches are
stronger working and, where appropriate, worshipping together.

Please remember the Churches in your prayers, especially as the updated
constitution is discussed on Tuesday 12 June, and at the meeting on 9 July.
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Karen would also love to hear from anyone who can help with
the Holiday Club - details are on the poster above
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At Link Saturday on 2 June in addition to our regular features we are holding an
indoor games morning for all ages, the Wotton Morning Choir will be singing,
there will be a stall with plants and garden produce (donations welcome) and a
feature on our chosen charity for June, The Door Youth Project - a Christian
team based in Stroud but also working in Wotton.

All friends from all churches are warmly invited.

David Barter
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Music at St Mary’s
There was a fabulous Schools Concert at St Mary's during the Arts Week.
British, Blue Coat, North Nibley and Kingswood all took part with a
combined orchestra and singing group.  Other students did small group
pieces and we had one soloist on the violin. The music was wonderful and
very uplifting.  We have a great deal of talent in our young people which
was showcased in this annual concert, and how lovely to be able to
welcome them into our Parish church. H
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Operation Christmas Child
- at work year-round

Last year when we packed the shoeboxes we
were asked to send £5 with each one: a
considerable increase from previous years.

How is this money used? Would it be better for
the money to go to other aid agencies?

This is what Samaritan’s Purse have to say:

Your £5 project donation is hard at work throughout the year. Through it, not
only do you help us physically deliver your shoeboxes into the hands of
children in need at Christmas, but throughout the year, you help us train our
team on the ground to do it well.

Long before shoeboxes arrive, local volunteer teams train church and
community leaders who want to share God’s love with children in need. Over
100 teams of volunteers equip more than 9,000 churches and groups using
Ministry Partner Guides – a 36-page resource which helps partners lead safe,
well-organised distributions and also outlines the story of Jesus in colourful
pictures. Wherever it’s appropriate, partners use these to tell the children
about Jesus in a loving way that respects local culture. Where possible,
children are also offered The Greatest Gift, an exciting Bible-story booklet
written in their own language.

Here are some insights that have been fed back for us to share with you :

“There are some children in Moldova who have never received a gift from
anyone and they have so much joy when they receive a shoebox. These
shoeboxes help us to reach children of all ages as well as the teachers in the
schools.” (Moldova)

“Both children and adults felt God’s love and were filled with joy. They were
thankful and happy. Distribution of the gift boxes helped our church to build
stronger relationships with the community.” (Central Asia)

“I want to thank from my whole heart on behalf of these children to all people
with a big heart who are taking part in this ministry with Samaritan’s Purse.
And I want to say – keep going, don’t give up when you do good! May God
bless you!” (Ukraine)

We couldn’t do it without you, so thank you for partnering with us to share
God’s love with children in need.
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United Ramblers
Monday 4 June

●  Leave Wotton United Church @ 10 am

●  Park at “The Berkeley Arms Hotel” (car park at the rear
of the building).  Lunch orders before we leave.

●  A 5 ½ mile very flat walk, with 2 stiles. Taking in
Berkeley, Pill, Severn Way and Oakhunger Farm before
returning to Berkeley.

● The walk is on lanes, open fields and the bank of the
River Severn.

Everyone welcome to join us!

Leader Alan Pearn   (01454 260649)

Pages of Faith
There is no June meeting; the next will be on 20 July at the United Church.
Contact me for more details: Jane Gray-Wallis(521218/07855 535717)

Christian Aid Week
13 - 19 May 2018

Christian Aid Week here in Wotton
took its usual course, starting with a
service, in St Mary’s this year, the
house to house collection and a pop-

up shop in the Baptist Hall, with soup lunches.

It was noticeable that the numbers of people supporting these events are
decreasing and the Christian Aid Committee will meet in the coming weeks to
discuss the whole question of fundraising and how we can put a new slant on
the activities within Christian Aid Week.

If you have any concrete suggestions, please don’t hesitate to speak to me or
to your own church Christian Aid rep.

A breakdown of monies raised in Wotton during Christian Aid Week will be
printed in the July ‘together in Wotton’

Alison Sutton



viii

News sheet produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you have any comments, or would like items
included in future issues, please see your church reps or contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk

Messy Church at St. Mary’s
Saturday 9 June

“The Rich Young Ruler”
9.30 – 11 am

Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages

Tea and Cake
Saturdays 2 June & 23 June

In the Parish Room
2.00 – 4.30pm

(for re-ordering funds)

Praying for the Churches
In June we pray for Holy Cross Catholic Church. The parish is served by The
Salvatorians based at Christ the King, Thornbury with local Wotton boy Fr
George (Malecki) the dedicated Priest. The church building at 15, Old Town is
one of Wotton’s former mills.
The congregation comes from a wide area, and the main weekly service of
worship is a Vigil Mass held at 5.30pm on Saturday, with weekday services
usually on Monday and Thursday


