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The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Wotton-under-Edge; The Parish Church of St. 
Martin of Tours, North Nibley; The Church of St. Nicholas of Myra, Ozleworth; The Parish 
Church of St. Kenelm, Alderley; The Perry and Dawes Almshouses Chapel; The Chapel of 
Ease at Tresham. (North Nibley also publishes its own journal ‘On the Edge’) 

 

CLERGY: 
Vicar:  Rev’d Canon Rob Axford, The Vicarage, Culverhay 

(01453-842 175) 
Assistant Curate: Rev’d Morag Langley (01453-845 147) 
Associate Priests:  Rev’d Christine Axford, The Vicarage (01453-842 175) 

Rev’d Peter Marsh (01453 547 521 – not after 7.00pm)  

Licensed Reader:     Sue Plant, 3 Old Town (01453-845 157)  

Clergy with permission to officiate: 
 Rev’d John Evans ( 01453-845 320) 
 Rev’d Canon Iain Marchant (01453-844 779) 

Parish Administrator: Kate Cropper, Parish Office Tues.-Thurs. 9.00-1.00 
 (01453-842 175)  e-mail: wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 

Wotton: Alan Bell, 110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 

 Jacqueline Excell, 94 Bearlands. (01453-845 178) 

 

North Nibley: Wynne Holcombe (01453-542 091}  
Alderley, including Robin Evans, ‘The Cottage’, Alderley (01453-845 320) 
Tresham: Susan Whitfield (01666-890 338) 
 

PARISH OFFICERS: Wotton Parochial Church Council: 

Hon. Secretary: Lucy Chandler (842892)  

Hon. Treasurer  Joan Deveney, 85 Shepherds Leaze (01453-844370)   

Stewardship Treasurer: Alan Bell,110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 

PCC Vice-chairman  Adrian Davis, 17 Pitman Place (01453-844 393) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Graham Smith (01453-842 618)     

PCC Members: Joan Deveney, Sarah Guy, Geoff Hill, Anne Parry,   

 Kate Tutty, Hilary Varlow, James Yarker,  

Deanery Synod representatives: Adrian Davis, Irene Perks, Roger Wyse 

CHURCH BOOKINGS: Parish Office, Tues.-Thurs., 9.00-1.00, (01453-842 175) 

MAGAZINE:  Editor: Douglas Hobbs, Mistral, 10 Tabernacle Road,  
 Wotton-u-Edge (01453-842 300)  
 E-mail: douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 

 Copy deadline 14th of preceding month 

Clergy Days off:  
 Rev’d Rob, Thursday 

Rev’d Christine - usual days off Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 

Rev’d Morag - usual days off  Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
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Letter from Sue 
Dear Friends, 

T HIS YEAR OF 2018 ALREADY SEEMS SUCH A BIG YEAR: 
Royal Wedding, World Cup, Brexit, global talks redrawing 

relationships between North Korea and the USA, the 
anniversary of the start of women’s suffrage and the 
anniversary of the end of The War to End All Wars! It can feel 
as if you are lost in these huge events. So it is also important to 
reflect on the smaller things of life. And one of these things, 
which this time of year facilitates, is the chance to spend time 
with family, particularly children on holiday from school and 
university. 

 I think adults have much more of a problem having fun 
without children to help. We have a hello song at Little Church 
where we greet each child by name with a thumbs-up. Nice as 
our greeting at church is on a Sunday, it never quite inspires 
the legs drawn up in delighted anticipation that I see in those 
youngsters’ response to their welcome. 

 We all know the story of Jesus blessing the little children 
whom the disciples tried to turn away. Children are special to 
Jesus. He says they possess qualities we all need to emulate if 
we are to find God’s kingdom. Children have little choice but to 
trust others. And although we know there is no alternative to 
trusting God, we often forget this in our scary, busy adult 
world. 

 So let the children have the last word in my letter. 

 These words come from Children at Prayer, written by St. 
Gregory’s Sunday School, Goodleigh, North Devon. 

Dear God, 

we pray for mums and dads, grandmas, granddads, 

aunties and uncles, 

for sunshine and for safe journeys on holiday. 

 And so say all of us! 

Love and God bless, 

Sue 
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Farewell to Rob and Chris Axford 

4.00 pm on Sunday 2nd September 2018 
St. Mary’s, Wotton-under-Edge 

Our last Sunday Service in the Benefice will be at 4.00 pm on 
Sunday 2nd September and will be followed by some light 
refreshments. This will be a service celebrating our time 
together over the past 10 years and praying our farewells as 
we move into retirement just down the road in Chipping 
Sodbury. 

We hope that many friends from the churches and 
communities of our parishes will come together for a great 
service of celebration. 

We look forward to seeing you all then. 
Rob and Chris Axford 
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Mothers’ Union News for August: 
 
Please note there are no branch meetings in August 
 
Thursday 9

th
 August at Shurdington Village Hall at 

2pm Mary Sumner Day Picnic 
Friends and Family especially welcome. 
 
Wednesday 15

th
 August 9.30am 

Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s 
3

rd
 Wednesday prayers and readings are led by 

Mothers’ Union members. It is followed by coffee in 
the Parish Room. We welcome everyone to join us, 
both at the service and for coffee afterwards in the 
Parish Room. 
 
On Thursday 5

th
 July 10 members visited Longfield 

Hospice. It is a tribute to their fortitude that they 
managed the tour of grounds and premises on one of 
the hottest days of the summer. It was a fascinating 
visit and of great interest to those who have 
experienced the remarkable care offered by Hospice at 
Home. Our visit finished with a cream tea. 
 

Visitors always welcome 
 

Further information on all events from: 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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St. Mary’s Church Fete 
 A splendid afternoon which was enjoyed by everyone present, 
helpers and visitors alike, which is reflected in the very good 
financial result. 

Raffle £1,109.15  Teas £438.47  Tombola £83.30   

Bottle Tombola £133.50  Face Painting £42.00   

Ignite Blue Coat School £192.40  Cakes etc. £168.96   

Tower £99.60  Fruit Tombola £196.45  Books £244.13 

Jewellery £207.70  Bric-a-Brac £49.10  Mothers’ Union £91.50 

Toys £95.65  Traidccraft £16.70  Ice Cream £150.80 

Plants £310.50  Gate £453.10  Craft £76.50 

Messy Church £15  BBQ £230.00  Pimms Stall £128.35 

Grand total £4,532.86 

 

 
Church Mission Society 

 Do you wonder what it might look like to put God's mission call 
into action in your local neighbourhood? Ali Boulton did just that 
in Swindon. As a Baptist minister, she moved on to a brand new 
housing estate with her family "to lay down our lives" for the 
community.In the video she talks about her story, the joys, and the 
challenges along with sharing the approaches she has used to be 
missional in her area. 

 Your mission call may not be the same as Ali's but we hope you'll 
be inspired and encouraged to think about mission in your local 
context, whether you live on a housing estate or not. To accompany 
the video is a resource sheet to give ideas on how you may use the 
video in a small group or church setting. 

 We also have a written interview with Ali and a whole collection 
of articles on Pioneering Mission in Housing Estates from our 
Anvil journal which you can explore too. 

 We pray this resource will inspire and equip you. 

Helen Brook 
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Hmm!! 
 The minister’s young son wrote to his aunt to apologise for 
forgetting her birthday. “I’m ever so sorry,” he wrote. “I have no  
excuse, and it would serve me right if you forgot mine, which is next 
Tuesday.” 

Monarch Books 

 

Teas on the Drive 2018 
 

 Teas will be served on the drive (or in the Parish Room if the 
weather is not kind) on Saturdays. Please note the dates and 
come along and support these fund-raising efforts. 
 Delicious home-made cakes, tea, coffee and soft drinks will be 
served from 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

    
  
   

 

 August 4th   August 18th 

   September 1st 

Holiday at Home 
 

This year Holiday at Home will again take place at 

the United Church, Bradley Street on  

Tuesday 31st July and Wednesday 1st August 
from 10.00am until 3.30pm.   

If you would like to come along then please speak to your Church 
representative and fill in the appropriate form, or contact Kate 
Barlow on 844013 or Ann Jones on 842317. This will be run this 
year jointly between The Holy Cross Church and Synwell 
Congregational Chapel.   
 

Come along and meet new people for a day of fun, food and 
fellowship 

               Jackie Excell, (Churches Together) 



 

6 

Daring to hope  

Read: See, a day is coming for the Lord, when the 

plunder taken from you will be divided in your midst. 

On that day there shall not be either cold or frost. And 

there shall be continuous day (it is known to the Lord), 

not day and not night, for at evening time there shall 

be light. On that day living waters shall flow out from 

Jerusalem, half of them to eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall 

continue in summer as in winter. And the Lord will become king over all the earth; on that 

day the Lord will be one and his name one.  

                Zechariah 14:1, 6-9 (NRSV)  

Ponder: To have our hopes raised only to see them dashed again is a cruel experience. 

The result can be to plunge us into a deeper sense of despair than anything we faced 

previously. So it was for the people of Israel after they returned to Judah following their 

time of exile in Babylon. An initial mood of jubilation soon gave way to an overwhelming 

feeling of anticlimax, as the Utopia that people had expected to dawn failed to materialise, 

It wasn't just hope that took a battering in consequence; for many it was their faith. Where 

was the glorious new kingdom God had promised his people? 

 Today the kingdom we expect may be different, but the question can seem equally 

valid. We look forward to the day when God’s purpose will be fulfilled, when his will shall 

be done and his kingdom come on earth, but when will that be? Do we have the courage 

to keep on hoping, even when everything around us seems to undermine belief? 

 Ask yourself: In what ways does faith bring you hope? Should you pin all your hopes on 

some future kingdom or does faith give grounds for hope in this life too? 

Pray: Gracious God, I thank you that you are always with me, in the bad times as well as 

the good, the difficult as well as the easy, the sad as well as the happy. I thank you that 

though I have sometimes been unsure of the way ahead, you have always been there to 

guide me; though I have felt discouraged, you have offered me fresh inspiration; though I 

have been in despair, yet you have given me hope. Through all the changing 

circumstances of life, I have found from personal experience that your steadfast love 

never ceases and that your mercies are new every morning. 

 May the knowledge of all you have done give me confidence in the days ahead, so 

that whatever problems I face, whatever disappointments I experience, whatever 

sorrows may befall me, I will still find reason to look forward, reason  to beIieve in 

the future and reason to hope. Lord of all  hopefulness, hear my prayer, in the 

name of Christ, Amen.  

Remember: I will hope continually, and will praise you more and more each day. 

                  Psalm 71:14 
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Close: Gracious God, when I am uncertain of the way ahead give guidance, and 

when I feel discouraged give me fresh inspiration. May the knowledge of your 

unfailing love give me confidence that whatever problems I might face and  

whatever sorrows might befall me, I shall still find reason to believe in the future 

and reason to hope Amen. 

‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 

 

 

What is happening in Yemen? 
 Yemen is in the midst of a civil war. Since March 2015, a Saudi-
led coalition has been fighting anti-government Houthi forces, 
resulting in bombing, gun battles and widespread destruction. 
Ordinary people are bearing the brunt of a brutal conflict. 

 Approximately 14.8 million people currently have no access to 
healthcare and more than three million people have fled their 
homes. Severe water shortages combined with airstrikes, sniper 
fire, a fuel blockade and a major cholera outbreak have turned this 
conflict into a full-blown humanitarian crisis. Many clinics and 
hospitals have been destroyed and those that are still functioning 
are in urgent need of more medical supplies. 

 

What is MSF doing? 

  Medecins Sans Frontieres works in 13 hospitals and health 
centres in Yemen and provides support to a further 20 across 12 
Yemeni governorates. We have 1,600 staff on the ground and have 
brought 3,031 tonnes of medical supplies into the country since the 
conflict began. 

 

Thank you 

 We couldn’t do it without you. It’s the financial support of 
individuals like you that has enabled us to perform 551,876 
emergency room consultations, 37,457 surgeries and treat more 
than 100,000 cholera patients in Yemen since the conflict began. 

---------------------------------------- 
Hmm!! 

“What do you and your husband have in common?” 
Someone had written below: 

We were both married on the same day. 
Monarch Books 
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The Ark 
Rev’d Iain has asked Peter Hunt to tell us about the Ark, which 
is a Coffee Shop started by volunteers from the churches in 
Wotton many years ago. To tells us what is happening in a 
favourite charity of yours  do speak to Rev’d Iain or give me a 
phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail (address at bottom of 
last page in the magazine). 

 

 If you fancy a cuppa cappuccino, a mug of mocha or a skinny latte 
why not call in to the ARK. To complement these delights there is 
home-made cake, biscuits and, of course, our famous rabbit biscuits. 

  In the summer we sell ice cream, ice pops and there are always 
cold drinks available throughout the year. We carry a wide range of 
Fair Trade (Traidcraft) products and a good selection of greeting 
cards for all occasions. We also procure bible notes for people who 
request them. But there is more to the ARK than tea and cake. 

 It was opened in 1995 by the Churches in Wotton, inspired by 
Rev’d David Shaw, curate at St. Mary’s at the time. The premises at 
45, Long Street was a bank until then. When the bank closed, in a 
Leap of Faith, the Churches took on the lease and the ARK was 
launched. A management team was formed with two members from 
each Church and the whole operation was run by volunteers. We 
believe there was a juke box in the early days and on Thursday 
evenings a youth club met there. A place to mix and meet others,  
where mums’ can bring their children. There is a safe play area for 
the very young.  

 It is a place where friends can meet to chat or to sit and read a 
newspaper; a place where walkers can re-charge their batteries and 
a place where grandparents come with their grand-children to buy 
rabbit biscuits.  The Ark is now a limited company with no financial 
ties to any of the Churches. We make small annual donations to local 
organisations, the Youth Club, Bournstream, Synwell Playing Field, 
Food Bank and, most recently, a bench for the Wotton Community 
Sports Federation are our most recent donations.  

 We currently have about seventy volunteers and a committee of 
eight. Our volunteers come from all Christian denominations and 
this must be the ARK’s strength. To have survived this long, 
managed on Christian principles, is a proud achievement. Looking 
forward, with prayer, we can continue -- but there are a few limiting 
factors to our ambitions i.e. mainly space and a new lease to be 
agreed next year. 
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 From our Mission Statement: “It is an ecumenical Coffee Shop 
run by volunteers, originally conceived as a joint venture between 
the Churches of Wotton-under-Edge as a Christian presence on the 
High Street 23 years ago”.   

Peter Downs 

 

Secret believers in the Horn of Africa 
 “I’m going to find you.” You receive this message — what does it 
mean? 

 If you have lost a friend in a crowd, it might be telling you to stay 
put. If you are playing hide and seek with a group of kids, it’s a shout 
to make sure you're hidden. 

 But if you are a Somali Christian in the Horn of Africa, it could be 
a threat against your life. 

 Most Somali Christians keep their faith completely secret. Islam 
is an important part of Somali identity, and for a Somali person to 
decide to leave Islam and follow Jesus is seen as a huge betrayal — 
and one that could lead to immediate execution. 

 Where the Middle East has the self-proclaimed Islamic State, the 
Horn of Africa has the militant Islamist group al-Shabaab. 

 This group has stated publically that it ‘wants Somalia free of all 
Christians’ and they have intensified their search for Christians in 
the last years. If they find someone who has become a Christian, the 
militants will often kill them on the spot. 

Open Doors 

Ecclesiastical Insurance  
Offer of £130 to St. Mary’s 

To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical Insurance is 
offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for every new home insurance 
policy taken out by a member of our church during 2018. One of our 
congregation has already taken out a new policy, and we have 
received £130! 

Look out for the advert elsewhere in this edition, see the poster 
displayed in the church porch, or speak to Adrian Davis. 
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“While women weep, as they do now, I’ll fight. While little 
children go hungry, as they do now, I’ll fight. While men go to 
prison, in and out, in and out, as they do now, I’ll fight. While 
there is a drunkard left, while there is a poor lost girl upon the 
streets, while there remains one dark soul without the light of 
God, I’ll fight. I’ll fight to the very end!” 

William Booth 

Who founded the Salvation Army? 
From an article by David Malcolm Bennet  

  

 Sounds like a silly question. Surely it was William Booth. Or was 
it William and Catherine Booth? Traditionally, Salvationists have 
regarded William Booth as “The Founder” of their Army and 
Catherine as its “Mother”. But traditions change and it is quite 
common today to regard this husband and wife team as The 
Salvation Army’s joint founders.  Which is correct? Or are they both 
correct in different ways? 
 In the strictest sense, William Booth was the founder of The 
Salvation Army. In 1865 he began the mission that developed into 
The Salvation Army. Catherine clearly says in her Reminiscences 
that she was not involved in that particular work in the early stages, 
perhaps for the first year or so of its development. She was busily 
conducting services in other places, which at that time was the 
family’s main source of income. In her Reminiscences she said, “I 
knew nothing of the beginning of the work, but from the 
descriptions [William] gave me and some of the members of the 
household who went down to see it. Every moment of my time and 
all the strength I possessed was fully taken up by my own work at 
Islington.”  
 And soon after the meetings in Islington she conducted a series of 
services in Kensington. In other words, she was not the founder of 
the Mission that became the Army, nor was she even a helper in its 
early days. However, there is no doubt that by the time that Mission 
became The Salvation Army Catherine Booth had had considerable 
influence over its development. For example, women were allowed 
to lead and preach, and alcohol was strongly frowned upon. The first 
may not have occurred without Catherine’s influence, and the 

William and Catherine Booth 
Founders of the Salvation Army 

 
 

August 20th 
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second may not have been as strongly emphasised without 
Catherine. Catherine certainly helped form William Booth’s 
Christian Mission into The Salvation Army, with certain 
distinctives. In that sense she can be seen as the joint founder of 
The Salvation Army.  It would, however, be a mistake to suppose 
that the Army was Catherine Booth’s “baby”. It was much more the 
progeny of William Booth. He was the dominant force in its birth 
and development. In the strictest sense, then, William was the 
Founder of The Salvation Army. But in another sense, he and his 
wife Catherine can be seen as joint Founders of that Army. Thank 
God for both of them.     

 From an article by David Malcolm Bennet  
 

William Booth  
 The Salvation Army founder, William Booth was born in 
Nottingham, England, on 10 April, 1829. He married Catherine 
Mumford in 1855, and the couple went on to raise 9 children. From 
his earliest years, Booth was no stranger to poverty. He was just 14 
when his father died, and was already working as a pawnbroker's 
apprentice to supplement the family income. Although he despised 
the trade, William completed his six-year apprenticeship to help 
support his family. Nevertheless, working as a pawnbroker created 
in him a deep hatred of the poverty and suffering he saw daily 
 A fiery, impulsive teenager, William became a Christian at age 
15 and began attending the Wesleyan Chapel in Nottingham. A 
passion to reach the down-and-out of Britain's cities with the Gospel 
of Christ became the driving force throughout his life. Booth's 
talent for preaching was evident even as a teenager, and his 
concern for the poor led him to take his message to where the 
people were - on the streets. Booth later worked as a travelling 
evangelist with various branches of the Methodist church; 
however, it was through preaching in the streets of London's slums 
that he discovered his life's purpose and The Salvation Army was 
born. 

Catherine Booth 
 Catherine Mumford was born in Ashbourne, Derbyshire, on 17 
January 1829. From an early age, she was a serious and sensitive 
girl with a strong Christian up-bringing. By the age of 12, she had 
read the bible through eight times.  
However, it was not until she was 16, after much struggling, that 
she was really converted. In her hymn book she read the words, 'My 
God I am Thine, what a comfort Divine', and realised the truth of 
this statement for herself. 
 At 14, Catherine was seriously ill and spent a great deal of time 
in bed. She kept herself busy and was especially concerned about 
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the problems of alcohol. She wrote articles for a magazine, 
encouraging people not to drink.  

Life together 
 Catherine and William met when he came to preach at her 
church. They soon fell in love and became engaged. During their 
three-year engagement, Catherine was a constant support to 
William through her letter, in his tiring work of preaching. They 
were married on 16th June 1855. Unlike most weddings, theirs was 
very simple with no great expense; they wanted to use all their time 
and money for God. Even on their honeymoon, William found 
himself asked to speak at meetings. Together they accepted this 
challenge of being used by God, before even thinking of themselves. 
 At Brighouse, Catherine first began to help in the work of the 
church. She was extremely nervous, but found the courage to speak 
in children's meetings. She enjoyed working with young people. 
However, it was unheard of for women to speak in adult meetings. 
Catherine was convinced that women had an equal right to speak. 
At Gateshead, when the opportunity was given for public 
testimony, she went forward to speak, marking the beginning of a 
tremendous ministry. Catherine's preaching challenged and 
touched many people. 
 Catherine found the courage to speak to people in their homes, 
especially to alcoholics, whom she helped to make a new start in 
life. Often she held cottage meetings for converts. She was also a 
mother with a growing family of eight children and was dedicated 
to giving them a firm Christian knowledge. Two of the Booth 
children became Generals of The Salvation Army. 
 In 1865 when the work of The Christian Mission began, William 
preached to the poor and ragged, and Catherine spoke to the 
wealthy, gaining support for their financially demanding work. In 
time, she began to hold her own campaigns. 
 When William Booth became known as the General, Catherine 
was known as the 'Army Mother'. She was behind many of the 
changes in the new movement, designing a flag, bonnets for the 
ladies and contributing to the Army's ideas on many important 
issues and matters of belief. Catherine lost her battle with ill-
health, dying from breast cancer on 4th October 1890. William 
continued on, travelling the world many times to oversee his 
rapidly growing Army. On 20th August 1912, William Booth was, in 
Salvation Army terminology, promoted to glory, at 83 years of age. 
 Bramwell Booth, describing the last moments of Catherine's life, 
wrote: 

"Soon after noon, I felt the deepening darkness of the long valley 
of the shadows was closing around my dear mother, and a little 
later I took my last farewell. Her lips moved, and she gave me 
one look of inexpressible tenderness and trust, which will live 
with me for ever. Again we sang: 
My mistakes His free grace doth cover,   
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My sins He doth wash away; 
These feet which shrink and falter 
Shall enter the Gates of Day. 

 Holding her hand, the General gave her up to God. It was a 
solemn and wondrous scene ...the dear General bowing over his 
beloved wife and companion in life's long stress and storm, and 
giving her, his most precious of earthly joy and treasure, to the 
eternal keeping of the Eternal Father. ...Their eyes met the last kiss 
of love upon earth - the last word till the Morning, and without a 
movement the breathing gently ceased, and a Warrior laid down 
her sword to receive her crown. 

Doug 
 
 
 

How are we getting on with the 
Re-ordering Programme? 

  

 Now we are up to the ‘boring’ bit! Yes, Drain time has arrived. It 
is the unseen foundations of any project which allows a long-
awaited work to get going. Pretty it may not be, small and elegant, 
certainly not. But large, functional and discreet it most definitely 
will be. 

 On 28th August the Drain construction will commence - to run 
from where the South wall of the Tower meets the West wall of the 
South Aisle. It will pass through a diamond cored (engineers please 
note) hole. This will have minimum effect on the church structure. 
The route of the Drain will run towards the Vicarage garden gate. 
This route keeps clear of all known graves and is to be engineered 
to be as shallow as practicable – half a metre or so. 

 The work follows Diocesan guidelines on excavation in churches 
and grounds; and will be overseen by an archeologist. 

 What does this mean for us all? We need to raise the money now - 
to get going on the toilets and servery building. Fund-raisers like 
‘Cake on the path Saturdays’ are doing well. 

 More ideas, big and small are going to make a contribution, 
though we are not suggesting a plaque on the cisterns with names 
on! 

The Re-ordering Committee 
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Diary for August 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 
1

st
  Wednesday. Holiday at Home – organised by Holy Cross 

Church and Synwell Congregational Chapel 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
2nd ` Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
3rd  Friday. 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
4th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 12pm Wedding of Ben Macey and Emily Roberts at The Chapel 

of Ease, Tresham 
 2 – 4.30pm Tea and delicious cake on St. Mary’s Driveway,  
 fund-raising for the Re-ordering project 
 
5

th
  Sunday – 10

th
 after Trinity 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
6th  Monday – The Transfiguration 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church at Grey’s Farm (meet there at 10am) 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games Group in the Parish 

Room. 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
 7.45pm LMT in Parish Room 
7th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
8th  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton Finance Committee meeting in the Parish 

Room 
9th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
10th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
11th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s –’Messy Forest Church’ –  
  breakfast, activities and worship for all ages 
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12th  Sunday - 11th Sunday after Trinity8.00am Holy Communion at 
St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 

 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
13th  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10.00 Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for   
  under-fives and carers in the Parish Room 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
14th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
15th  Wednesday – The Blessed Virgin Mary – Patronal Festival 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union Corporate    
  Communion) at St. Mary’s 
  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
16th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  12.00pm Wedding of Shaun Buckley and Danielle Davies at St. 
  Mary’s 
  12.00pm Linked-up Wotton at the Baptist Church 
17th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
18th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.00 – 4.30pm Tea and scrumptious Cake Fundraiser on St.   
  Mary’s Driveway 

 
20th  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00 Little Church Stream Walk – start at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 

19th  Sunday – 12th Sunday after Trinity 

735th Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Mary’s 
  8.00am   Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am   Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

  10.15am Family Eucharist for Patronal Festival / Feast of 
      the Dedication 

  11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 

  2.30pm   Baptism of Edward Riddiford at St. Martin’s 

  6.00pm   Festival Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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 21st  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
22nd  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s;  
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s;   
 5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
23rd    Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
24th  Friday - Bartholomew the Apostle. 9.00am Morning Prayer at  
  St. Mary’s;  
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
25th  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 
26th  Sunday – 13th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
27th  Monday – Bank Holiday.  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s; (No Little Church);   
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
28th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s; 
  7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish  
  Room. 
29th  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s;  
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s;  
  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
30th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
31st  Friday.9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s;  
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 

Early Dates for September 
1st   Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.00pm Tea and Cake on St. Mary’s Driveway 
 
2nd  Sunday – 14th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
  4.00pm Tyndale Benefice Service for the Retirement of Rob  
  and Chris Axford 
  No Evensong at St. Mary’s 
3rd  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10.00am Little Church - Meet in Parish Room 
  10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games Group in the Parish  
  Room. 
4th  Tuesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  7.30pm Alderley with Tresham PCC meeting 
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 5th  Wednesday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  2.15pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 
  3.00pm St. Martin’s PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
  5.00pm Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s 
  5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
  8.00pm Planning meeting for St. Mary’s Little Church in the 
  Parish Room 
6th  Thursday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
7th  Friday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s  
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 
 

From the Registers 
 

The following services have been taken by the 
Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 

 
HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

1st July   Casey Edward Robertson (St. Mary’s) 

 

 
Readings for August 

5th  10th Sunday after Trinity 

   Exodus 16: 2-4, 9-15;  Ephesians 4: 1-16;  John 6: 24-35 

12th  11th Sunday after Trinity 

   1 Kings 19: 4-8;    Ephesians 4: 25-5: 2; John 6: 35, 41-5 

19th  12th Sunday after Trinity 

   Genesis 28: 11-18;   1 Peter 2: 1-10;   John 10: 22-29 

26th  13th Sunday after Trinity 

   Joshua 24: 1-2a, 14-18; Ephesians 6: 10-20; John 6: 56-69 

------------------------------ 

Hmm! 
 The late Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Runcie, had a great 
sense of humour. He would undoubtedly have appreciated a report 
of his funeral in a national newspaper, which added, “His mother 
was a hairdresser and his roots were very important to him. 

Monarch Books 
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Can You Believe It? 
Inspire your church with amazing true-life stories of Faith, Hope 

and Love 
 

Imagine you live in a land where, because you’re a Christian, 
you fail your studies, your neighbours beat you up, your home 
is destroyed, your family is put in prison, your father is killed. 
How would you respond? Would you lose heart, give up, change 
your faith? Or would you pray harder, stay faithful, grow bolder? 

 Hostility, injustice and violence are a daily reality for millions of 
Christians across the world — and yet, amazingly, that’s not the end 
of the story. Empowered by the Holy Spirit and strengthened by the 
body of Christ, persecuted believers are living the Bible today with 
courageous lives of faith, hope and love, Our new ‘Can you believe it?’ 
pack will help your church imagine what it's like to be a persecuted 
Christian and identify with them. 
 Faith. Though church leader Ghassan lost everything in the 
Syrian conflict, his church in Aleppo is feeding people of all faiths. 
 Hope. Hannah and her family were tortured and starved whilst 
imprisoned in a North Korean labour camp but, after much prayer, 
they were released. 
 Love. When Indian believer Meena was brutally beaten for her 
faith, she discovered that, with the Lord’s help, she could forgive, and 
even rejoice. Younger believers, too, like Wasihun in Ethiopia and 
Fady in Egypt, already know and count the cost of following Jesus. 
 The new ‘Can you believe it?’ pack features the stories of these five 
persecuted Christians in one short film, along with loads of exciting 
new resources to help your church identify with, pray for and 
support our persecuted family around the world.  
It includes: 

 Fresh stories, prayers and games for all ages - 

 DVD with new film, PowerPoint and audio 

 Sample Prayer Polaroid 

 Inspirational 'Faith, Hope and Love’ poster 

 Colourful stickers! 
 Also, in this toolbox of resources, you’ll find links to prayers, 
games, a creed, quiz and drama script The Early Learning Church. 
Perfect for youth and children’s sessions as well as mainstream 
services, you can pick'n’mix activities on the International Day of 
Prayer for the persecuted church (Sunday 18 November) or a date to 
suit your church. Additional Prayer Polaroids, stickers, posters and 
gift aid forms can be ordered via the website or the resource order 
form in the packs. 

Open Doors 



 

19 

Health and Humour 
 

 Ulcers cannot grow while we are laughing. I remember once 
spending a delightful few hours in the company of Harry , Secombe. 
When he laughs — and he laughs often — it is as though his whole 
anatomy is getting a massage. 

 Modern medicine has long known that negative emotions can 
precipitate or exacerbate illness, but recently physicians ‘ and 
psychiatrists have begun to explore and appreciate the other side of 
that coin — what Aristotle hinted at two thousand years ago when he 
described the habit of laughter as a bodily exercise precious to 
health, One psychiatrist is quoted as saying that he has had to treat 
very few people who were able to laugh at themselves. A hearty 
sustained laugh is one of the most positive, and cheapest anxiety-
reducing experiences. It is a tranquilliser with no side effects, 

 Jeanne Calmont, the world’s oldest woman who died recently at 
the age of 122, attributed her longevity to ‘olive oil, port and 
laughter‘. One is tempted to say, ‘she who laughs lasts!’ Current 
research has certainly confirmed that laughter not only expands the 
lungs, literally letting fresh air into our bodies, it also releases 
energy-giving hormones and pain-relieving endorphins. Medicine 
men, in some of the American Indian tribes, would sometimes 
perform funny stunts to make the sick laugh. 

 Norman Cousins,, former editor of the American magazine The 
Saturday Review, tells how he was admitted to hospital with a 
serious and painful degenerative disease of the spine, one that could 
well have proved fatal. When informed that the prognosis was not 
good, he decided if he was going to die he would spend his last days 
watching humorous videos and films. He later told how he believed 
this was a contributory factor in the remission of his illness. In his 
book Anatomy of an Illness, he says, ‘I made the joyous discovery 
that ten minutes of genuine belly laughter had an anaesthetic effect. 
It gave me at least two hours pain-free sleep’. A hospital in West 
Birmingham now has what is called a ‘laughter therapy clinic'. 
Those suffering from stress-related illnesses are taught to use 
laughter to relax. They are asked to recall humorous incidents. 
Tapes of infectious laughter are also played. I am glad laughter is 
beginning to take its place alongside other therapeutic measures. 

 Humour is no laughing matter to the brain. It is a type of release 
valve that enables us to think the unthinkable and accept the 
unacceptable. The psychiatrist Victor Frankl, who died in 
September 1997, lost his wife and children in Hitler’s gas ovens. 
Writing of his experiences in that concentration camp, he told how 
suicidal despair was the greatest enemy. 

The Laugh Shall Be First 
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Archdeacon Jackie Searle 
 

Dear Friends 

 It has been announced today that the Queen has approved the 
nomination of the Venerable Jackie Searle, Archdeacon of 
Gloucester, as the suffragan Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese of 
Exeter. Whilst this news is bittersweet for the Diocese of 
Gloucester, it is wonderful news for the Diocese of Exeter and for 
the Church. I know that today will be one of much rejoicing. 

  Jackie is currently on a planned sabbatical until August, 
although she and David will be spending today in the Diocese of 
Exeter as she is formally announced and meets people there.   

  Jackie came to the Diocese in 2012 and over the past six years 
many people have appreciated and benefitted from her pastoral 
care, wisdom, practical advice and support, theological reflection 
and teaching, always rooted in her deep commitment to Jesus 
Christ. Thus, in our sadness at saying farewell there is much 
thanksgiving for Jackie and all she has enabled and supported. 

 Jackie's consecration will take place at Southwark Cathedral in 
London on September 27th and there will be more information in 
due course. 

 There will be a leaving service in Gloucester Cathedral on 
September 4th at 7pm when, as a diocese, we will be able to 
officially thank Jackie and bid her farewell.  All are welcome. 

  For now, I know you will want to join me in praying for Jackie 
and her husband, David Runcorn, in this time of transition. David 
will continue his ministry here in the Diocese of Gloucester until 
the end of the year. 

  This comes with my thanks and prayers for our life together as 
we continue to discover and share yet more of life in all its fullness, 
as offered us in Jesus Christ. 

Bishop Rachel 

--------------------------------- 

Hmm! 

 A minister on holiday was reading his hometown newspaper 
and was stunned to read his own obituary. 

 Shocked and upset, he telephoned the editor to remonstrate. 

 “Just a minute,” came the cautious reply, “where are you 
calling from?” 

Monarch Books 
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Maximilian Kolbe, a friar and martyr, was born in January 1894 
in part of the Russian Empire. His life was strongly influenced 
by a childhood vision of the Virgin Mary which remained with 
him throughout his whole life.  

 
 Maximilian Kolbe was born in January 1894 in Zdunska Wola, 
which was at that time part of the Russian Empire. His father was an 
ethnic German and his mother of Polish origins. In 1914, his father 
joined the Polish Legions and was captured by the Russians and 
hanged for fighting for the independence of a partitioned Poland. 

 He had a childhood vision of the Virgin Mary which had a 
profound effect on him and the way in which he would live his life. 
He later described this vision:  

 "That night, I asked the Mother of God what was to become of me. 
Then she came to me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. 
She asked me if I was willing to accept either of these crowns. The 
white one meant that I should persevere in purity, and the red that I 
should become a martyr. I said that I would accept them both." 

 In 1907, he and his elder brother Francis decided to join the 
Conventual Franciscans and illegally crossed the border with Russia 

to join the junior seminary in Lwów. He took his final vows in 1914 
in Rome.  

 During his studies at university, he witnessed strong 
demonstrations against two popes and was inspired to organise the 
‘Militia Immaculata’ (Army of Mary) to work for the conversion of 
sinners and the enemies of the Catholic Church through the 
intercession of the Virgin Mary. By using the then most modern 
printing and administrative techniques, the Immaculata friars were 
able to publish catechetical and devotional tracts, a daily newspaper 
with a circulation of 230,000 and a monthly magazine with a 
circulation of over one million. 

 In 1918, Maximilian Kolbe was ordained priest and he returned to 
the newly-independent Poland where he was very active in 
promoting the veneration of the Immaculate Virgin Mary. He 
founded and supervised the monastery near Warsaw, a seminary, a 
radio station and several other organizations and publications.  
Between 1930 and 1936 he took a series of missions to Japan, where 
he founded a monastery at the outskirts of Nagasaki, a Japanese 
paper and a seminary. The monastery remains prominent in the 
Roman Catholic Church in Japan. He chose to build it on a mountain 
side which, according to Shinto beliefs, was not the side best suited 
to be in tune with nature. However, when the atomic bomb was 

Maximilian Kolbe August 14th 
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dropped on Nagasaki, the main force of the blast hit the other side of 
the mountain and Kolbe's monastery remained safe.  

 During World War II, he gave shelter to refugees from Greater 
Poland, including 2,000 Jews whom he hid from Nazi persecution in 
his friary near Warsaw. He was also active as a radio amateur, with 
Polish call letters SP3RN, in which his reports vilified what the 
Nazis were doing. 

 Almost inevitably, in February 1941, he was arrested by the 
German Gestapo and, in the following May, he was transferred to 
Auschwitz. Two months later, a 
man from his barracks vanished 
and the deputy camp 
commander, suspecting he had 
escaped, picked ten men from 
the same barracks to be starved to death in Block 13 (notorious for 
torture), in order to deter further escape attempts. Later, the man 
who had disappeared was found drowned in the camp latrine. 

 One of those ten men, cried out, lamenting his family, and it was 
Kolbe who volunteered to take his place, knowing the torture and 
suffering he would receive before his certain death. During the time 
in the cell he led the men in songs and prayer. After three weeks of 
dehydration and starvation, only Kolbe and three others were still 
alive. He encouraged others that they would soon be with Mary in 
heaven, and each time the guards checked on him he was standing 
or kneeling in the middle of the cell and looking calmly at those who 
entered, while the others lay moaning and complaining, on the 
ground around him. Finally, on August 14th, he was killed with an 
injection of carbolic acid, and some of those who were present say 
that he raised his left arm and calmly waited for the injection. 

 He was canonized by Pope John Paul who declared him to be "The 
Patron Saint of Our Difficult Century", and he is remembered in our 
calendar on August 14th. 

Doug 

 

 Punch Line   

 
“Take a new grip with your tired hands, 
stand firm on your shaky legs, and mark out 
a straight, smooth path for your feet so 
that those who follow you, though weak and 
lame, will not fall and hurt themselves, but 
become strong.” 

Every Day with Jesus 

“Greater love hath no one than this, 
that he lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 15) 
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Word Search  
Dem Bones 

 

 
Coccyx  Cranium Femur  Fibula  Frontal   
Humerus  Hyoid  Ilium  Lumbar Mandible  
Maxilla  Metatarsal  Occipital Parietal  Patella  
Pelvis Radius  Rib  Sacrum  Scapula  
Sternum Talus Temporal  Tibia  Ulna   
Vertebra Vomer Zygomatic  
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The Messenger, August 2018 
  

Engagement: Living out Christ’s love and 
hope #say 1 thing 

  

B ISHOP RACHEL launched a week-long social media campaign 
last month, encouraging people to share one thing that they 

value in others, which is not about physical appearance. #say1thing 
is part of the wider #liedentity campaign, which raises awareness of 
body image anxiety in young people. 
 Bishop Rachel is sharing with young people the message that 
who you are, is more than how you look. She said, “On social media, 
young people face a barrage of insults about what they look like and 
they face huge anxiety about the pictures they post, hoping for likes 
and then often having to deal with terrible insults. We are living in 
a society where our value is being determined by what we look like, 
rather than who we are from the inside out.” Keep the campaign 
going and #say1thing about your friends. 
 

Mega Messy Church 
Sunday 16 September, 2pm to 5pm 
Messy Church meets at Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre. A 
fun and exciting afternoon for leaders, parents and children. 
Opportunities to participate in the Viney Hill adventure activities 
alongside regular Messy Church games, crafts, experiments, 
celebration and refreshments. 
 Experience a whole new way of being messy and being church. 
Adventure activities are supervised by the highly qualified and 
experienced Viney Hill instructors. 
 To book visit eventbrite.co.uk/e/catalyst-youth-ministry-
gathering-tickets-46796455458 
  
Catalyst 
22 September, All Saints Academy, Cheltenham, GL51 0WH 
An inspiring youth ministry gathering for all involved or looking to 
be involved in youth ministry across the Diocese of Gloucester. It’s 
open to all denominations and organisations and aims to motivate, 
equip, build connections and inform, to be a catalyst and a 
connecting point so that even more young people are inspired to 
explore and grow in the Christian faith. 
 Bishop Rachel and Naomi Allen, XL Ministries Director, will be 
the key note speakers and the workshops will include supporting 
additional needs and diversity, supporting the transition to 
secondary, managing youth work, disciplining and even getting 
started in youth ministry. It’s a packed morning (9.30am to 1pm) 
filled with workshops and an afternoon with opportunities to 
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network and connect through sports activities. More info and 
booking:  
eventbrite.co.uk/e/catalyst-youth-ministry-gathering-tickets-
46796455458 
 
Church and school partnership brings joy to all ages 
Children from Hempsted Primary School have been signing up to go 
to a Wednesday service at their local church, St Swithun’s. There is 
a very active worship group at the school with around 60 members, 
and a long-term partnership has developed between church and 
school. 
 Once a month, four or five different children come along to the 
communion service, take part in it and learn more about what goes 
on in church. They are very much a part of the congregation, 
welcoming, giving out the books, reading the Gospel, praying, 
helping to lay the altar and receiving communion or a blessing. 
 Mary Gould, who is a pastoral assistant, said the congregation 
loves having the children along. She said, “We all think it is a great 
way forward and there is a lot of enthusiasm on both sides. It gives 
us youth, enthusiasm and often children can bring a different 
perspective... It’s a joyous occasion.” 
 
Foundations in theology, mission and ministry 
A new year-old Foundations course is starting this  
September at Cuddeston: Gloucester and Hereford (formerly 
WEMTC). An opportunity to grow, step out of your comfort zone 
and let God challenge you in new ways. Is God calling you into 
greater public involvement in the life of your church, to serve your 
local congregation, live out your faith in the world and serve your 
local community? People finishing the course are really 
enthusiastic about the Bible and are confident in theology. They are 
also offered an individual conversation about where they feel God 
might be calling them, as part of the course. 
 Bishop Robert said, “If you are someone wanting to explore faith 
and possibly what God may be calling you to in your life but 
nervous of more formal study this is the course for you, a chance to 
explore the scriptures, worship, spirituality and more.” 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/2017/foundations-in-theology-
ministry-and-mission-2 
 
Ordinations and celebrations 
Congratulations to all the new priests and deacons ordained at 
Gloucester Cathedral. In two days of inspiring, joyous celebrations 
we welcomed seven brand new priests and six new deacons. 
 You can see the photos and download them here 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/2018/ordinations-2018 

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2017/foundations-in-theology-ministry-and-mission-2
http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2017/foundations-in-theology-ministry-and-mission-2
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Events and training 
 

More details for all these events at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/events/2018-01 

 
Musica Deo Sacra 
Monday 30 July to Sunday 5 August, Tewkesbury Abbey 
A festival celebrating music in the liturgy. Singers from the 
cathedral, collegiate and recital choirs come  
together in Tewkesbury Abbey each year for this memorable week, 
singing some of the finest music written over the centuries, in a 
liturgical setting. Download the leaflet here 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zZixUxRCVxwSvvS-
3fHmW79DX4D38MNT/view 
  
Vaughan Williams Festival 
Friday 24 August to Monday 27 August, All Saints’, Down Ampney 
A series of 10 concerts, lectures and events over the course of the 
August Bank Holiday weekend. More info at 
vaughanwilliamsfestival.com 
  
Purls of wisdom, knitted bible 
Saturday 25 August to Saturday 1 September, 10am to 4pm 
(Sundays 1pm to 4pm), Christ Church, Chalford, GL6 8PP 
33 scenes from the bible, brought to life with hand-knitted people 
and animals. Free entry, donations to support the work of Christ 
Church. Refreshments. 01453 883907, jcox3907@aol.com 
  
It’s your call: CPAS 
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 November, BMS International Mission 
Centre, Birmingham, B29 6QX 
Are you wondering what God wants you to do with your life? This 
weekend for 18-30s in Birmingham will help you to explore the 
possibilities, connect with God, his call and others. Cost is £95 per 
person including course fees and accommodation. Students and 
unemployed £65. More information and booking at cpas.org.uk/
itsyourcall 

 
 Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view 
videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
gloucester.anglican.org 

 The Messenger 

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/events/2018-01
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Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to 

donate £130 to your church for every new home insurance 

policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority 

 
When it feels irreplaceable, trust   
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

 
Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care....................07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


