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The Ramblings of an Associate Priest 
Dear Friends 

S OME PEOPLE AT THE BAKERY are doing work experience in 
another area so I had the Production Manager in my van one 

morning this week. It was her misfortune that I had a dog collar on 
that day so she had no escape. The inevitable conversation took 
place, and yes there is a big difference between ‘do gooders’ and 
Christians and no, we don’t get an easy ride through life, (in fact 
sometimes it’s the complete opposite). The many times that I have 
had similar conversations always convinces me that non-believers 
have a fixation about going to heaven. My colleague in the van asked 
if there was any hope for her gong there. 

 My understanding is that Christianity is as much about the 
Journey through life as it is about the arriving. When I get on a plane 
to go anywhere, my mind is full of getting to the airport, getting 
through customs, getting on to the correct plane and surviving the 
tedium of the flight and so on. It is only when I arrive that I look 
around me and think ‘This is a truly wonderful location’. I think that 
Christianity is the same. I really do hope that there is an after-life, 
and I am pretty confident that there is, but if there isn’t, then it won’t 
stop me from doing everything that I do now - praising God each new 
day and being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 I often ask non-believers if they have ever explored the possibility 
that God is real and it’s all true, but the vast majority of the time 
there isn’t a resounding ‘yes’ in response. I wonder if the concept of 
God isn’t a bit too infinite and abstract for anyone to really 
contemplate successfully – which is probably why God sent us Jesus 
as a human, just like us. I find it much easier relating to Jesus 
because my mind can cope a bit better with the thought that he 
walked the earth as we do, and had emotions as we do, got 
exasperated as we do and, enjoyed a glass of wine as we do. He was 
God but he was real. 

 So, do an amazing thing this month. When you get the chance, talk 
to people about Jesus, his teachings, his sorrow when John was 
executed, the patience and love that he showed to his disciples, his 
sense of humour, the physical pain he endured on the cross and his 
never-ending love for each one of us past, present and future: and 
we’ll see if we can help people to explore that big question, ’Is it true? 
Is God real?’ 

 Peter 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events  

for September 
 
 
Wednesday 5th September 
Holidays 

St. Mary’s Parish Room at 2.15pm 
Followed by tea and chat 
 
Wednesday 19th September 9.30am 
Corporate Communion at St Mary’s 

3rd Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the 
service and for coffee afterwards in the Parish Room. 
 
Wednesday 19th September 
Ruth Garbe on Cake Icing and Decorating 

St. Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm 
Followed by coffee and chat. 

 
 

Visitors always welcome. 
 

Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Poppies for the Tower 
 
 We are now at the point of attaching poppies to netting. Please 
watch out for opportunities to help with this. We hope to hold 
sessions regularly in the church. The netting is awkward to 
manipulate but maybe a group will make some progress. Perhaps it 
will be like the old sewing circles of years ago. I hope to put some 
dates in the Pew Sheet each week. 
 
 We still need vast amounts of netting preferably in long lengths. 
The length to hang above the clock is 16 metres. If you have any 
skills in mending holes please let us know. 
 
 We are planning to display some poppies inside the church and 
there will be an Experience Remembrance for the schools on 
Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th November. If you would like to be 
involved with any of this, please register an interest with the Parish 
Administrator. 
 

Making contact after the vicar leaves 
on September 2nd 

 During the period of the interregnum when we shall be 
without a vicar, if anyone wishes to speak to someone to help 
with their enquiries, please make contact with Kate in the 
Parish office who will deal with the request, or be pleased to 
arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside 
the parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for 
assistance – 

St. Mary’s, Alan 01453 521388 or Jackie 01453 845178 
St. Martin’s, Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm, Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham, Susan 0666 890388  

Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
9.00am – 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 pm 
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 Thank you to everyone who is making poppies. There are some 
amazing stories attached to some we have received. Hopefully we 
will be able to record some of these stories. 
 
 This project certainly needs you! 
 

Sue Plant 01453 845157 
Kate Cropper 01453 842175 

 
 
 

St. Mary’s Parish Room 
 

 I cannot remember seeing the Parish Room look quite so 
untidy and unkempt as it does at the moment – particularly the 
kitchen. The toilets are kept clean by a stalwart band and we 
are so grateful to them. However, I am aware of the 
vulnerability of the groups who use this place, namely very 
young children and the elderly. Ifeel it should be as clean and 
attractive as we can make it. 

 So here is my rant: 

 It would be good to have a real sort out before the academic 
year begins in earnest. If you mean to collect assorted tins and 
plates from the kitchen window sill, please would you do so as 
there will be a cull later in September. Also, there seem to be 
many utensils in the drawers which are not particularly useful 
and cause the drawers to jam. A pretty good test is: if 
something is not useful at home it will not be useful in the 
Parish Room either. 

 It is very dangerous if the chairs are stacked more than 5 
high. I have now re-distributed such stacks every Monday 
before Little Church. Would users please ensure the chairs are 
stored safely after their use. 

 And finally it would be good to shampoo the carpets. Does 
anyone have a suitable machine? 

 We are so lucky to have this resource. But it is only suitable 
for all the venues we expect of it -- if we all take care of it. 

 Rant over and many thanks to everyone who does their best. 

Sue Plant (in a completely unofficial capacity!) 
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. Update: Breaking News 
What happens next? 

 After the successful installation of the Drain, we can move on to 
the next part of the building plan. The toilets, servery and the flower 
cupboard will be constructed as the next part of Phase 1. 

 Tenders for this work will go out soon; and the contractor for this 
work will be decided by October. However, the successful firm will 
need time to fulfil their present commitments. So work should, 
hopefully, begin in January 2019. This will also avoid disruption to 
the busy season of Advent and Christmas in the life of the church 

Fund Raising 

 This is making steady progress and, if it continues at the present 
rate, we hope to have sufficient funds to complete this part of the 
building work. We are now only about £12,000 from our target. First 
payments go out next year to the builders for this. But our policy is 
not to commit to a contractor until we have 100% available. So, to 
enable the fund raising to pay for this part, underwriting agreements 
for short term loans will be offered to anyone who is willing to 
undertake this role. Details of this will be available soon. And if you 
feel able to underwrite a loan please contact John Forster. 

Fund Raising 

  As well as the applications to grant giving bodies we have a 
programme of fund raising events planned. The first one will be 
“Come and Sing” on 6th October, when everyone who wants to sing 
Mozart’s Requiem and Vivaldi’s Gloria will rehearse in the 
afternoon and give the performance in the evening. Next is “A Cloud 
of Witnesses”, on 31

st
 October, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 November inside the 

church. This is a sound and light show about the founding of St 
Mary’s and its history first performed outside in 1983 to celebrate the 
700 years of the Church in Wotton. Then on 6th April 2019 there will 
be a concert by the Moonrakers, a group of classical and folk 
musicians. Please put these dates in your diary and come and 
support the events. More details of ticket sales later. 

Money saving 

 St. Mary’s re-ordering project is able to save about £8,000 by 
undertaking some clearing preparation work before the builders 
come in. If you would like to be part of the volunteer team able to 
help with the clearing, please contact Geoff Hill or Adrian Davies. 

Conclusion 

 We hope everyone feels action is on the horizon and that we will 
be blessed with some special amenities in the near future which 
should be part of our welcome and hospitality at St. Mary’s. 

Shirley Wyse 
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Choir Notes 
 Since I have taken over as Director of Music I have chosen 
several hymns which I understood were not known to the choir and 
congregation. I have had no feed-back, other than from the choir 
members, as to whether you are happy to have new hymns. It is 
planned later in the year to have another Sing and Social where 
new hymns etc. can be learnt. 

 I am very pleased with the singing of the choirs and their 
response to me. I am trying to encourage the choirs to merge, 
rather than having a Junior Choir, Morning Choir, Evensong Choir 
and Choral Evensong Choir. Hopefully you will have noticed 
increased attendance from some of the younger members and more 
involvement from all at Evensong. Therefore I would like the 
choirs to be known as St. Mary’s Church Choir. 

 Coupled with this, we are hoping to recruit new members of any 
age to join in all sections to help maintain the excellent choral 
tradition at this church. Please encourage anyone you know who 
enjoy singing to pop along on a Friday evening from 6.30pm or give 
me a ring on 07789777008. 

 At all the services we are still able to sing anthems and at Choral 
Evensongs we produce music more often heard in the cathedrals 
and, I believe, to a very high standard. September’s Choral 
Evensong will include Haydn’s “The Heavens are Telling” from his 
oratorio ‘The Creation’. 

 On October 6th we are proposing to have a “Come and Sing” 
Mozart Requiem with Vivaldi’s Gloria. We are hoping to attract 
singers from the local area and further afield. If you or anyone you 
know enjoy singing then please come on that Saturday for the 
2.30pm rehearsal and performance at 7.00pm. Refreshments will be 
available. There is a charge of £10 for singers and free admission 
for the evening’s audience. Scores are available, if you do not have 
copies. Remember - singing is a very healthy activity. 

 If you have any suggestions for music or wish to speak to me 
regarding any aspect of the church music please speak to me on a 
Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
---------------------------- 

From the Church Bulletin 
 Our rubber stamp has gone missing. It has these words on it: 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, GODMANCHESTER 
NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY 

More Christian Crackers 
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Readings for September 
2nd     14th Sunday after Trinity 
     Deuteronomy  4. 1-2, 6-9;   James 1. 17-end;   Mark 7. 1-8, 14, 15, 
      21-23 

9th     15th Sunday after Trinity 
Isaiah 35:4-7a;  James 2: 1-10 [11-13] 14-17; Mark 7: 24-end 

16th      16th Sunday after Trinity 
Isaiah 50: 4-9a;   James 3: 1-12;    Mark 8: 27-end 

23rd     17th Sunday after Trinity 
Jeremiah 11: 18-20;  James 3: 13-4: 3, 7-8a;  Mark 9: 30-37 

30th     18th Sunday after Trinity 
Numbers 11: 4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5: 13 - end;  Mark 9: 38-end 
 

 

Teas on the Drive 2018 
September 1st 

 

 Teas will be served on the drive (or in the Parish Room if the 
weather is not kind) on the day. Please note the date and come 
along and support these fund-raising efforts. 
 Delicious home-made cakes, tea, coffee and soft drinks will be 
served from 2.0 pm to 4.30 pm. 

Wotton Library Club 
Ludgate Hill, Wotton-under-Edge GL12 7JJ 

Second Friday of the month 
10.00am -12.00 noon 

We meet monthly to choose books, recommend ones we have read and 
chat over a cup of tea and biscuits. It is a lovely, informal group and 
everyone is welcome. Just turn up! 

Transport can be provided both ways for those who need it, and there is 
also a wheelchair facility. Please telephone the library (Tel. 01453 842115) 
so that it can be arranged. 
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Hymn for the Month 
"Lift High the Cross"  (No. 437 in Anglican Hymns Old and New) 

(September 14th is Holy Cross Day) 
 When we enter a church, the first thing that catches our eye may 
be the Cross. It may be at the far end of the church from where we 
are, but it can dominate the whole building - standing on or above 
the altar, flanked by candles to emphasize its importance; it 
confronts us with a message: the Gospel, the Good news about God. 

 Sometimes, another version of it leads a procession, reminding us 
that we are followers of him who won a great victory on the Cross - a 
victory over evil, sin and death. 

 “Come, brethren, follow where our Captain trod, 

 Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 

 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

 The hosts of God in conquering ranks combine.” 

 Our following the Cross is no  mere memory: we belong to the 
company of the Cross, It was signed on our forehead at our Baptism, 
we are committed to him who died on the Cross, committed to 
following his way of obedience to God and the service of God's people 
- the way of Sacrificial Love. 

 “Each new-born soldier of the Crucified 

 Bears on his brow the seal of him who died.” 

 It is because of the Cross that we are here in church at all. Our 
Lord went to the Cross because it was his Father's will: "Not my will 
but thine be done" he said, and by that supreme act of obedience he 
expiated our sins and made it possible for us to live with God for 
ever as his children. 

 “Saved by this Cross whereon their Lord was slain, 

 The sons of Adam their lost home regain.” 

 It may seem unusual to be thinking about the death of Jesus in 
the middle of September - surely that's for Lent and Holy Week? The 
Cross and all it means is for ever. What Jesus did on the Cross 
benefits us, blesses us, every day. It is good to be reminded of it in a 
big way (it is a Red-Letter Day in the Calendar) half-way through the 
Christian Year, and to remember the Love of Christ, the Sacrifice of 
Christ and the Victory of Christ, when we follow the Cross which is 
inscribed not only on our heads but also in our hearts. 

"Lift high the Cross, the love of Christ proclaim.” 
T. N. 
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 Punch Line   

 

Faith Pictures Short Course 
A fresh way to talk about things that matter 

If you were a household appliance, what would you be? 
 
Faith Pictures is a free 7-week course designed to help you talk 
naturally to friends, neighbours and colleagues about what you 
believe. At the heart of it is identifying an image that says 
something about your faith. Each of the sessions includes a short 
video, a lively discussion-starters and refreshments. 
 
We reckon you will find it different from other courses, its 
approach includes: 
 Honesty about our faith journey, without avoiding the hard 
 questions. 
 

 Humour. Faith Pictures is fun. But ‘fun’ and ‘profound’ are 
 not opposites: Off-beat humour and genuine depth can belong 
 together. 
 

 Whole church. Faith Pictures is a simple idea that can be 
 used across traditions and with different age groups. 
 
The next course is being led by Lynda Durrant and Teresa 
Pottinger from St. Mary’s, being held at 6 Holywell Road, Wotton-
under-Edge, GL12 7NJ. Starting on Wednesday 3

rd
 October, from 

9 to 11am. Please contact Teresa on 07973 179146 or Lynda on 
07854 847699 to reserve your place. 
 

For more information visit www.faithpictures.org 

Brought to you by resources from Church Army 
www.churcharmy.org.uk 

“Moses knew what it was to hesitate, to 
tremble, to feel afraid, but he knew also 
what it meant to trust God. And that , in 
the final analysis, is what faith is all about. 
Faith is trusting God in the face of every 
fear, every doubt and every difficulty.” 

Every Day With Jesus 

http://www.faithpictures.org/
http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/
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Taking it on the chin  
 

Read: All the people, high and low, approached 
the prophet Jeremiah and said, ’Ask the Lord 
your God to show us where we should go and 
what we should do.’ The prophet Jeremiah said 
to them, ‘Fair enough, I will pray to the Lord your 
God as you ask, and I will pass on to you 

whatever answer the Lord gives. I will hold nothing back from you.’ They responded 
to Jeremiah in turn, ’May the Lord be a steadfast and implacable witness against us 
if we do not act exactly as the Lord your God indicates to us through you. Whether it 
is welcome or unwelcome, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we 
send you, so that it may go well with us; we will obey his voice.’ 

Jeremiah 42:1 b-2a, 3-6 

Ponder: When did you last ask somebody for a straight answer? More important, 
when did you last seriously reflect on an answer that went against what you wanted 
to hear? We don’t like being told to do something we’d rather not do and we resent 
advice that undermines our established opinions. The same is true when it comes to 
God. Although we may say, ’Your will be done’, most of us are probably like those 
who approached Jeremiah, asking him to seek God’s guidance for the future. They 
sounded sincere enough, and they probably were, but when Jeremiah delivered 
God’s answer, suddenly a very different attitude became evident. 'You are lying!’ 
they said; The Lord our God has not sent you to forbid us from making our homes in 
Egypt. Baruch, son of Neriah, has turned you against us so that we may be put in 
the power of the Babylonians, and that they may kill us or deport us to 
Babylon’ (Jeremiah 43:2b-3). Their response was perfectly understandable, for, 
faced by Babylonian occupation, they preferred to shape their own future rather 
than have it imposed upon them. The result was that they dismissed anything they 
didn’t want to hear. 

 We talk much in the Church today about seeking God’s will but often it is more 
about shaping God to our will than letting his will shape us. The truth is that he 
doesn’t always fit in with our expectations, and his guidance may be anything but 
welcome. It is at such times that faith is tested, and shown to be genuine or 
otherwise. Are we any more willing than the people of Jeremiah’s day to listen to 
what God wants to say to us? 

Ask yourself: Are you guilty of putting your own words and ideas into God's 
mouth? Are you ready for God to answer your prayers in a way that challenges 
rather than reinforces your ideas, attitudes and preconceptions? 
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Pray: Living God, forgive me my superficial understanding of prayer — the way I 
abuse and distort it, using it as a personal lever to co-erce you rather than a 
personal encounter through which I might grow closer to you each day. 

 Teach me to seek what you will, rather than what I desire; to be open to your 
guidance, however much it may conflict with my own wishes. Teach me to obey 
your voice. Amen. 

Remember: Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Matthew 6:10 (NRSV) 

Close: Living God, whether your way is easy or hard, your word comforting or 
disturbing, your will welcome or hard to accept, teach me to listen, to learn and to follow 

faithfully, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

Nick Fawcett, ‘Daily Prayer’ - Kevin Mayhew 
 

Letter from Pennwood Lodge 
Dear Sir,  

 My name is Adrian Cole and I have recently taken up the role 
of Home Manager at Pennwood Lodge Care Home, Kingswood, 
Glos. 

The majority of our residents are local and we would be delighted 
If you would join us in ensuring that our residents do not lose 
contact with the local community and surroundings. 

 We have various facilities here and our aim is “to bring the 
community into  our home”. 

 We will be holding a cheese and wine evening later in the 
summer and, of course, a summer fete. 

 We will be sending invitations shortly but, in the meantime, 
you would very welcome to visit Pennwood Lodge or drop me an e-
mail  if we could offer you the use of our facilities. 

Kind regards 

Adrian Cole. 

Home Manager 
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It has been said that behind every great man is a great woman, 
referring usually to the great man's wife. It is not always so: 
John and Charles Wesley acknowledged the influence on their 
lives of their mother. William Wordsworth depended up to a 
point on his sister, and other men have been guided, helped 
and supported by women friends who were not members of 
their own family. 

 Some people might say that our Lord Jesus Christ, being Son of 
God, had no need of any human help in his life; but most Christians 
would acknowledge that if he were to live a life that was fully 
human, he would have to enter into the same relationship with 
other people that other men needed to experience. So, it was 
necessary that he should have a human mother and grow up in the 
environment of a human family as well as of a human community. 

 The place of the Virgin Mary in God's Purpose of the Redemption 
of the world is acknowledged by the Church on the Feast of the 
Annunciation (March 25th). On this day, presumably, we are called 
to consider her life as a whole, thinking in particular of the other 
events in that life which are recorded in the New Testament. 

 The first thing that Mary did after she had accepted her calling 
to be the mother of the world's Saviour was to travel some eighty or 
more miles to visit her cousin Elizabeth. She may have done so as 
an act of love and congratulation to the woman who had waited so 
long for the gift of a child and had given up all hope of ever 
becoming a mother; such was the love of Mary for her older 
relative. She may also have made the journey in order to avoid the 
unpleasantness which might have surrounded her in her home 
town of Nazareth when other women discovered that she had 
conceived a child before her marriage to Joseph. At least one later 
event (John 8, 41) suggests that the circumstances were not 
unknown. 

 We can only imagine what Mary's feelings might have been 
when, on her return from visiting Elizabeth, she learned that she 
had to make another journey of similar length in order to take part 
in the Roman-ordered census, and that she would have to make that 
journey in the latest stage of her pregnancy. She and Joseph must 
have experienced many pangs of anxiety as they reached 
Bethlehem and found that there was no possibility of finding 
comfortable accommodation and care. 

 We all know how that experience was met and how, a week after 
Jesus' birth, he was circumcised and given his name, and how - 

The Blessed Virgin Mary September 8th 
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some five weeks later - he was taken by Mary and Joseph to the 
Temple in Jerusalem to be dedicated to God and redeemed by a 
simple sacrifice. It was an important occasion in Jewish life and 
while Mary must have been suitably impressed when Simeon 
recognised her Son as "a light to the Gentiles" and the "glory of 
Israel", we may well wonder what her feelings must have been 
when he added that "a sword should pierce her heart". 

 The first stage of God's Purpose, which had been proclaimed to 
Mary by Gabriel, had been accomplished, but there was no easy 
future ahead. Mary and Joseph feared to return home because they 
would have had to cross the territory of King Herod, which would 
be dangerous, so they had to travel in the opposite direction and 
make for Egypt - another long journey. We have no knowledge 
whatever about the journey or how the Holy Family supported 
themselves during their enforced exile - would Egyptians employ a 
Jewish carpenter? All we know is that eventually, on the death of 
Herod, they were able to return to their native land and settle again 
in their home town of Nazareth. 

 We hear no more of the Holy Family until, when Jesus was 
twelve years old, Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem for the 
celebration of Passover and, presumably for the first time, took 
Jesus with them. The boy seems to have been so intrigued with the 
Temple, its worship and the teaching of its ministers that, without 
telling his parents, he stayed behind in the city when they and their 
companions left for home. Not surprisingly, when his absence was 
realised, Mary and Joseph were greatly concerned and when, after 
searching for three days, they found Jesus in the Temple, they were 
not slow to rebuke him. Mary, in particular, must have been very 
worried at the absence of her divinely-given Son. Any differences, 
however, were resolved and the family returned home to Nazareth 
to resume their normal way of life in which Jesus grew "in wisdom 
and stature and in favour with God and men" - no doubt owing 
much to the guidance of Joseph and his mother. 

 We hear no more of Mary until Jesus' ministry had begun and he 
had gathered at least some of his disciples. They were all invited to 
a wedding at Cana, at which Mary seems to have had some 
responsibility for the refreshments. When the wine ran out - a near-
tragedy, for a Jewish wedding-feast could last several days - she told 
Jesus, whose response was remarkably non-committal. But Mary 
knew her Son and told the servants to do whatever he ordered them 
- with the result that we all know. 

 Mary appears again, though only briefly, when she and other 
members of the family find Jesus while he is teaching, and send a 
message asking to see him. Mark hints that they wanted to do so 
because his "friends" (whoever they were) were concerned for 
Jesus' sanity. Whatever the truth of that, Jesus, when he was told 
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that his mother and brothers had come, simply went on to teach 
that those who did the will of God were his "mother, brother, sister". 
No doubt he met his mother and family when he had finished 
teaching. 

 Mary makes her last appearance in the Gospel story when we 
find her at the foot of the Cross on which her Son had been crucified. 
We know that in her younger days she and Joseph had made an 
annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem at Passover, but we do not know 
whether this visit was a continuation of her usual custom or 
whether it was made specially because she knew (from Jesus 
himself?) that this Passover was going to be a crucial one, both in 
the history of the world and in the Purpose of God. 

 We cannot measure the extent of the sorrow Mary must have felt 
when she saw the tortured, damaged and ignominious body of her 
dying Son and perhaps contrasted it in her mind with the promise 
of Gabriel that he would be "great .... and called the Son of the Most 
High .... and of his kingdom there will be no end". No doubt Jesus 
realized the pain his mother was suffering and told John to look 
after her and, realizing John's needs also, asked Mary to care for his 
disciple. 

 We cannot imagine the joy that Mary experienced when she was 
given the news of her Son's resurrection, but we can understand 
how happily she must have joined  the apostles and others in their 
worship and prayers after our Lord's Ascension. 

 Mary does not feature in the New Testament again. Apart from 
the wonderful occasion of Gabriel's Annunciation to her and the 
manner of our Lord's birth, most of her life seems to have been very 
much like that of any other Jewish mother. Even so, she has left us 
an example of a faithful wife, a loving mother, a faithful worshipper 
of God and a loyal member of the religious community in which she 
had grown up - in all circumstances an outstanding example for her 
successors down the ages - including today.  

T.N. 

Jewellery 
Have you lost a precious silver or gold earring?  

Has the other one been sitting in your jewellery box for years hoping 
its partner might return? Why not give it a useful part in the reordering 
of the church, by donating it to raise funds; helping to further shape St. 
Mary’s future as a welcoming and hospitable place. 

Ring Kate Tutty 01453 844 371 for further information 
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Harvest at St. Mary’s 

 

Sunday, October 7th 
 

 8.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Eucharist for Harvest 
12.30pm Bring and Share Lunch 
 6.00pm Harvest Evensong 

 
All non-perishable gifts donated at the 10.15am service 
will be given to the Foodbank. Perishable goods will be 
sold after that service in aid of the Foodbank 

Ecclesiastical Insurance  
Offer of £130 to St. Mary’s 

 

To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical Insurance is 

offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for every new home insurance 

policy taken out by a member of our church during 2018. One of our 

congregation has already taken out a new policy, and we have 
received £130! 

Look out for the advert elsewhere in this edition, see the poster 

displayed in the church porch, or speak to Adrian Davis. 
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 Diary for September 
 

for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 
1st Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 2.00pm Tea and Cake on St. Mary’s Driveway 
 
2nd Sunday, 14th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 4.00pm Tyndale Benefice Service for the Retirement of Rob 

and Chris Axford 
 No Evensong at St. Mary’s 
3rd  Monday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church - Meet in Parish Room 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games Group in the Parish 

Room. 
4th Tuesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Alderley with Tresham PCC meeting 
5th Wednesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 
 3.00pm St. Martin’s PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
 5.00pm Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s 
 5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel, St. Mary’s 
 8.00pm Planning meeting for St. Mary’s Little Church in 

Parish Room 
6th Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
7th Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
8th Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘to be announced – 

breakfast, activities and worship for all ages 
 3.30pm Peal of Bells at St. Mary’s by visiting bell ringers 
 
9th Sunday, 15th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
10th Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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  10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – Meet at Bournstream (if 
wet, in Parish Room); 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
11th Tuesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
12th Wednesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
 7.30pm St. Mary’s PCC meeting in the Parish Room 
13th  Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
14th Friday - Holy Cross Day 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
15th Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.00pm Wedding of David Leivers and Laura Shellard 
 

16th  Sunday  – 16th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
 12.00pm Thanksgiving Service for the gift of a child at St. 

Mary’s for Caleb Herring 
 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
17th Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to 
the Parish Room – talking about the Good Samaritan 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
18th Tuesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
19th Wednesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union Corporate 

Communion) at St. Mary’s; 
  5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
  7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Ruth  
  Garbe Cake Icing’ 
20th Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  12.00pm Linked Up Wotton at the Baptist Church 
21st Friday   – Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
22nd Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 

23rd Sunday   – 17th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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 24th Monday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to 
the Parish Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
25

th 
Tuesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 1.30pm Blue Coat School Welcome Service at St. Mary’s 
 2.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish 

Room 
26th  Wednesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 5.00 – 6pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
27th Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
28th Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
29th Saturday  – St. Michael and All Angels 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
 
30th Sunday   – 18th after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Matins at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
 

 
Early Dates for October 

1
st 

Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to 
the Parish Room 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
2nd Tuesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
3rd Wednesday – St. Francis 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Deanery 

Meeting with Speaker 
 5.00 – 6.00pm Prayer space in the Catherine Chapel 
4th Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
5th  Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
6th  Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9 – 12.30pm Mothers’ Union Pop-up in the Parish Room – Coffee 

morning 
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 1.00pm Wedding of Deborah Ganderton and Simon England at 
St. Mary’s 

 6.30pm Mozart Come and Sing Concert at St. Mary’s 
 
7th  Sunday, 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Harvest Family Communion at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Harvest Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Harvest Evensong at St. Mary’s 
 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been, or will be, taken 

by the Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
1st July    Casey Edward Robertson St. Mary’s 
19th August  Edward James Riddiford St. Martin’s 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 
15

th
 September David Leivers and Laura Shellard (St. Mary’s) 

 
FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 

“Behold! I make all things new” 
7th August   Tony Willcox (Westerleigh Crematorium) 
 
 
 

Holiday at Home 
 This year’s Holiday at Home was held a little earlier than 
usual due to the organiser not being available later in August.  
As ever, this proved to be a very important time for many of our 
friends who enjoy coming together, sharing in such a wonderful 
fellowship  with good food and company.  Our thanks go out to all 
those who so willingly cooked, hosted, helped in the kitchen, or 
with transport and, of course, those who so amazingly provided 
entertainment.  The choir, speakers, open the book, music and 
laughter was wonderful!     
 Everyone enjoyed the two days at The United Church and one 
person has already asked to be added to next year’s list............ 
This makes everything so worthwhile! 
 Thank you to all of you from  Kate, Ann and Julie.   

Jackie Excell, Churches together In Wotton 
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Word Search 
Shakespeare Characters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Antonio  Ariel  Banquo  Bardolph Beatrice Brutus
 Caesar  Caliban  Cordelia Desdemona  Hamlet
 Horatio  Hotspur  Iago  Juliet  Leontes Macbeth
 Malvolio Miranda Oberon  Olivia Ophelia  Perdita
 Portia Prospero Romeo  Rosalind Theseus Titania 
 Troilus Valentine 

 
 



 

21 

Fred Kaan 
Biography: “Healing the Nations” (Publishers: Stainer & 

Bell) 

 No contemporary hymn-writer has participated as centrally as 
Fred Kaan in the events shaping the life of the Christian churches in 
the past four decades, so the title for his biography is well-chosen. 

 He was born in a terraced house in Voorhelmstraat, in the North 
Holland city of Haarlem on July 27th, 1929. His father was a member 
of the Dutch Resistance, and for two years the Kaans sheltered a 
Jewish woman in their home, and later gave refuge to an escaped 
political prisoner. 

 In 1952, having offered himself for the Congregational ministry, 
he left Holland and entered the Western College, Bristol, graduating 
at Bristol University in 1954. After a postgraduate year which 
included sociology and pastoral studies, Fred was called to be 
minister of Windsor Road Congregational Church in Barry, South 
Wales and ordained in 1955. 

 1963 saw him moving to Pilgrim Church in Plymouth, and he 
began work on a home-made hymn supplement entitled Pilgrim 
Praise. Fred’s hymn writing was born of necessity, out of the 
frustration of not finding what he wanted in the established hymn 
book for next Sunday’s worship, and out of eagerness to put into 
words those things which were close to his heart and conscience. 

 In 1968, Fred received the call to office of the Minister-Secretary 
of the International Congregational Council in Geneva, a post he 
held until 1970 when he became an executive secretary of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 

 The book of hymns and lyrical poems “The Only Earth We Know” 
was published in 1999 for the Hanover 2000’s World Fair. The editor 
of the United Methodist Hymnal, Carlton Young has written of “The 
Only Earth We Know”: 'Fred’s hymns invariably have social justice 
at their centre. They are cries, laments and prophecies born in the 
Church's struggle to be faithful to the gospel.” Amongst the nine of 
his hymns in Hymns A&M NS, are: ‘For the healing of the nations’, 
‘Father, who in Jesus found us’, and ‘Now let us from this table rise’.  

 The author, Gillian R. Warson, has produced this story of Fred’s 
life and, in a review of the work, it is written that it is “a must-read 
for all of us who care about Christian life and witness in our global, 
inter-faith world”.                

Doug 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the 
Catherine Chapel on Sundays 2nd, 9th and 23rd. Story sacks and 
books are available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the 
pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

3rd: Meet 10.00am in the Parish Room 
5th: Planning meeting 
10th: Meet at Bournstream at 10.00am 
17th: The Good Samaritan 
24th: TBA 
 

For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Messy Church: Saturday 8th “Listening and Learning” 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Services: Sunday 16th and Sunday 30th 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 
Family Discussion Time: 
Have a family discussion about things you find difficult and try to 
avoid 
 
 
 

Prayer 
Give us peace, Lord, in our questions. 

Give us time, Lord, in our busyness. 

Give us courage, Lord, in our fears. 

Give us love, Lord, for each other. Amen. 
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Save the Date 

VINEY HILL CAMPING AND SOCIAL WEEKEND 
IS FROM 21st – 23rd June 2019 

 

St. Mary’s has booked the Viney Hill Christian Outward 
Bound Centre in the Forest of Dean, near Lydney for 
another summer weekend. 

 Get to know those at St. Mary’s in this relaxed 
atmosphere, with plenty of time to chat, share a meal 
and join in activities if you choose. 

We hold compline before bed and 

a service before lunch on Sunday 

The surroundings are ideal for a walk or bike ride and 
we enjoy an evening talent show and bonfire chat 
(weather permitting). 

Saturday’s organised activities can include:  

Archery, low ropes and crate-stacking. We have 
reserved the lake again this year so raft-building or 
canoeing is on the cards! All led by a qualified instructor 
(additional cost approximately from £6.25 to £14.50 each). 

We also have free activities for the young ones. 

and 

No need to pitch a tent (they are pre-erected) or stay in 
one of the Cabins. 

Food is included in the price with inside facilities for 
preparing and serving meals and a lounge for relaxing. 

Cost subject to confirmation: Weekend: adults/8+years 
£47 per person; school age to 8years £35 pp; 1-7years £20 
pp; under 1 year free. 

Saturday: £14 per adult/8+ years; £5 per 1-7 years. 

Enquiries please contact Mrs. Teresa Pottinger, 
Telephone 01453 843272 or teresa.pottinger@talk21.com 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW... 

mailto:teresa.pottinger@talk21.com
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Charles Fuge Lowder, the greatest of the ritualist slum priests 
of the nineteenth century, was born in June 1820 in Bath. He 
became the founder of the Society of the Holy Cross and the 
first vicar of St. Peter’s, London Docks. 

 Charles Lowder was the son of a director of a small independent 
Bank. He was educated at several small private schools before going 
to Exeter College, Oxford in 1840. While at Oxford he attended St. 
Mary’s where, like the best of his generation, he fell under the spell 
of the vicar, John Henry Newman, whose sermons guided him to the 
priesthood. He was ordained deacon in 1843 by the Bishop of 
Salisbury, and priest one year later. 

 His father lost his post when the bank failed, and Charles became 
the main breadwinner. To earn more money he became chaplain to 
the Axbridge workhouse before moving much nearer to us at 
Tetbury, where he was a curate from 1845 to 1851. 

 But Lowder wished to move to a parish with a more Catholic 
pattern of worship and in 1851 he became assistant curate to James 
Skinner at St. Barnabas' Church, Pimlico, which was at the vanguard 
of the Ritualist movement. (This placed more emphasis on the way 
the service of Holy Communion was conducted, and was a source of 
much controversy). The church lay at the heart of an area of slums, 
having been built to serve the poor, and was the most catholic parish 
in London. Here, Lowder felt, was the best place for an Anglo-
Catholic assistant curate. 

 However, he was soon to find out that life was not to be plain-
sailing. A Mr. Westerton opposed the high-church practices and 
sought election as church-warden in order to end them. He hired a 
man to walk the area carrying a sandwich board displaying ‘Vote 
Westerton’. “Mr. Lowder, in what he described later as ‘a moment of 
madness’ gave some of the choir boys 6d with which to purchase 
rotten eggs and, so armed, they assaulted the poor board carrier”. 
Lowder appeared before Westminster Magistrates where he was 
fined £2, and the Bishop of London suspended him from duty for six 
weeks. Thus one of the heroes of the Anglo-Catholic revival began his 
great work as a man with a criminal record and a diocesan black 
mark. 

 Lowder went to France, to get out of the public eye and, being 
poor, he walked, and stayed at the seminary at Yvetot. While there, 
he read Abelly’s “Vie de Saint Vincent de Paul”. The great French 
apostle of the poor was to influence the rest of Lowder’s life, and he 
developed the opinion that England was in desperate need of priests 
committed to the service of the urban poor of the great cities, just as 

   

September 9th      Charles Fuge Lowder 



 

25 

St. Vincent’s Company of the Mission served the poor of rural 
France. 

 On returning to England, he formed the ‘Society of the Holy 
Cross’ with five other Anglo-Catholic clergy. They dedicated 
themselves to lives of self-disciplined service, first of the poor, and 
the extension of the Catholic faith. A year later the Society was 
approached by the rector of St. George’s in the East, within whose 
parish lay the notorious area of Wapping, the centre of the London 
Docks, which was a ghetto of poverty. There was no school, no 
church, and not a single communicant in the area.  
 Lowder took up the challenge and, on Ash Wednesday 1856, he 
held a mission service. A few weeks later he rented a sailor’s house 
in the heart of the area. Mission sermons were interspersed with cat
-calls, dancing groups of prostitutes, and the throwing of stones, etc., 
and once a dead cat. But the missioners persisted and a few months 
later they moved to Wapping, rented a dilapidated house in Calvert 
Street and so set up ‘The Good Shepherd Mission’. 

  Children were welcomed into the house to learn reading and 
writing, and a corrugated iron church was erected in the overgrown 
garden. Soon after, Elizabeth Neale, the sister of the hymn writer 
John Mason Neale, arrived with her companions.  They put 
themselves at the disposal of the mission as the Sisters of the 
Community of the Holy Cross. Their work with prostitutes, girls, 
children, the sacristy and the school was carried on for seventy 
years and their name is legend still in Wapping. 

 The selfless work of Lowder and his companion group of priests, 
sisters and lay workers, included church school, Sunday schools, an 
insurance scheme for dockers without work, coal for the old, a café 
for the poor but proud, layettes for mothers, boots for boys and  a 
‘dirty girls club’. Lowder, worked tirelessly, raising funds, visiting, 
and organising. (This calls to mind Matthew 25.40: “I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me.”).  

Doug 

_____________________ 

Hmm! 

 An elderly Irishman who was dying was visited by his priest. 

 “Will you renounce the devil and all his works?” asked the priest. 
There was no answer. 

 The priest shouted, “Murphy, will you renounce the devil and all 
his works?”  

 The old man opened one eye and said, “You needn’t shout, 
Father, I heard you the first time, but this is no time to be making 
enemies.” 

Christian Crackers 
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Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to 

donate £130 to your church for every new home insurance 

policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority 
 
 

 When it feels irreplaceable, trust   
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The Messenger 

It’s a balancing act—how do you stay afloat 
in a storm? 

 

Mega Messy Church, Sunday16 September, 1.30pm to 5pm, Viney Hill 
Christian Adventure Centre 

Calling all parents, children and messy church teams. An afternoon 
of crafts, games, experiments and a chance to try out some adventure 
activities at Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre for free! 

Open to everyone whether you usually go to church or not. Book your 
place at http://ow.ly/eM7T30lnB9n  

Big brekkie helps tackle global poverty 
Pupils and staff at Highnam Academy have been presented with a 
bronze award from Christian Aid’s Global Neighbours scheme in 
recognition of their role in tackling poverty overseas. 

The pupils learnt about global poverty and the Christian 
responsibility to tackle it, as well as giving them the tools to play a 
confident part in creating a fairer world. They supported Miss Read, 
who is currently working for a charity in Mozambique and held a Big 
Brekkie. 
Liz Coldrick, Deputy Head said: “We took part in Christian Aid’s 
scheme because it gives us a practical way of living out our school 
values.” 

 
Saturday 8 September, 10am to 6pm 

Get out the walking boots, pump up the bike tyres or get together 
with friends to plan a driving tour around our wonderful local 
churches. Get sponsorship—half the money raised goes to your 
chosen church and the other half goes to Gloucestershire Historic 
Churches Trust, who give thousands of pounds in grants every year 
to maintain churches throughout Gloucestershire, South 
Gloucestershire and North Bristol. 
  
Ride + Stride welcomes cyclists of all abilities, as well as walkers, 
horse-riders and drivers. Just as important are those who take part 
welcoming others to their church – perhaps getting sponsored to play 
music, clean the church or mow the churchyard. If your church 
doesn’t have a local organiser, perhaps you could co-ordinate the 
activity? 
  
Contact Glenn if you’d like to know more about taking part, to order 
a banner advertising the event or to update the information for your 
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church: rideandstride@ghct.org.uk or call 01452 538271. 
www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride 

Catalyst, Saturday 22 September 
All Saints’ Academy, Cheltenham 
Book your places now on Catalyst, the youth ministry gathering for 
everyone involved or looking to be involved in youth ministry 
across the Diocese of Gloucester. Workshops include supporting 
additional needs and diversity, supporting the transition to 
secondary, managing youth work, discipling and getting started in 
youth ministry. More info and booking at eventbrite.co.uk/e/
catalyst-youth-ministry-gathering-tickets-46796455458 
  
 Creationtide daily emails 

Are you interested in making your church more eco-friendly? You 
can sign up for daily emails during Creationtide (1 September to 4 
October) to help you work through the Eco Church award scheme. 
Something as simple as the installation of a bug hotel in a corner of 
the churchyard, or switching to ecologically friendly cleaning 
products could be enough to achieve an award in churches where 
prayer and teaching about creation and care for the environment 
are part of the annual cycle. The tips and suggestions can also be 
used at home. 

Looking for where God might be leading you next? 
If you are a person of prayer and a regular worshipper in your local 

church you may be interested in the Leading Worship course 
starting on 13 September, running to 11 October at St Lawrence’s 
Church Hall, Barnwood. The course trains lay people to lead 
worship and be valuable members of worship teams. If you would 
like to know more, contact the course coordinator, Julie Fay, 
Diocesan Worship and Spirituality Officer, jfay@glosdioc.org.uk 

Foundations in Theology, Mission and Ministry is a one year part time 
course, run from College Green in Gloucester and taking place  
during evenings spread across three ten-week terms. You might be  
exploring a call to ordained or licensed ministry or wanting to find 
out more. It’s helpful for those wanting to better serve local 
congregations and communities and for those who have a specific 
role within the church, such as Worship Leader, Open the Book 
team member or PCC member. Find out more at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/2017/foundations-in-theology-

ministry-and-mission/ Or contact Pauline Godfrey, Head of 
Discipleship and Vocations and Deputy Director of Mission and 
Ministry pgodfrey@glosdioc.org.uk 

http://www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-stride
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Events and training 
More details for all these events at www.gloucester.anglican.org/

events 

Godly Play Introductory Day 

Saturday 6 October, St Andrew’s Church, Gloucester GL3 2JT 
Learn about leading Godly Play sessions—creating sacred space, 
telling a story using objects and responding using different 
materials like art, play, writing etc. Come along and see what it’s 
all about. Book by 17 September by e-mailing alison@godlyplay.uk 
  

Christian responses to the crisis of single use plastics 

Tuesday 18 September. 12.15pm to 1.30pm, Jerusalem Room, 4 

College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 

Dr Martin Hodson, a scientist, lecturer and Operations Director for 
the John Rae Initiative will speak about the crisis, followed by 
some time for open discussion. More information from Arthur 
Champion, achampion@glosdioc.org.uk 
  
Stuart Townend and band: The courage tour, 2018 

Saturday 29 September, 7pm for 7.30pm at Cirencester Baptist 

Church 

An evening with Stuart, the author of the songs In Christ Alone, 
The Lord’s My Shepherd, All My Days, How Deep the Father’s 
Love. Advance tickets £12. More information at  
Cirencester-Baptist.org/stuarttownend 01285 643510 and booking at 
arkevent.co.uk/stuarttownendcirencester 
  
A day to contemplate 

September 29, 10am to 4.30pm, St Mary the Virgin, Rudford 

Led by the Revd Jayne Webb, the day will seek to explore the 
contemplative approach to life and find a middle way between 
active and passive in our lives and approach to faith. £12 to include 
all refreshments and lunch. Booking—email 
rudfordretreats@gmail.com or phone 01452 306433 to express your 
interest. www.highnamchurch.org/rudford 
  
Interfaith Retreat Weekend 

Saturday 29 September, and Sunday 30 September (Day 2) 10.30am 

to 4.30pm, Prinknash Abbey, GL4 8EX 

Interested in interfaith dialogue? Day 1: The Message of Christ in 
the light of Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam. Day 2: Spirituality 
beyond Theism and Atheism. Free entry, please bring a packed 
lunch. No accommodation available. Questions to 
moria.govan@gmail.com 
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Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, e-mail Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view 
videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
gloucester.anglican.org 

______________________ 
 
It really happened 

 At a funeral service in Lancashire, the deceased (a lady named 
Sally) had requested that ‘Sally’ by Gracie Fields be played in the 
final stages of the service as this had been her favourite song. 
 
 The grieving relatives were suitably moved by this piece being 
played whilst the coffin disappeared behind the drapes at the end of 
the service. Unfortunately, the person who was in charge of the 
music forgot to stop the CD and it was followed by another Gracie 
Fields’ hit - “Wish me luck as you wave me goodbye . .” 
 

 
Thank God for Laughter 

 
Thank God for laughter, and thank God for mirth; 
He didn’t forget them when He made the earth. 
Look at Creation; God’s Nature can joke; 
See a goose waddling; or hear a frog croak. 
 
Thank God for laughter, and thank God for wit; 
Pure, clean and simple, it’s always a hit: 
Just see the bright side, and laugh off the drear - 
For laughter is holy, and God likes to hear. 
 
Thank God for laughter, and thank God for fun; 
Thank God for talent in making a pun; 
God wants us happy, not deep in the blues; 
So He gave us laughter and things to amuse. 
 

Ivy Hawkins Jeffers 
 

More Christian Crackers 
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am – 1.0pm 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

 
Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for 
information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 
Ahem! 

A minister who preached on Psalm 119, verse 71 – ‘It is good for 
me that I was afflicted’ – illustrated his sermon by saying that 
whereas growth sometimes takes place best in sunlight, at other 
times a shady spot is preferable. He then continued, “Whereas we 
plant roses where they will be exposed to sunshine, if we want 
fuchsias to do well we plant them in the shade”. After the sermon, 
from which he hoped some of his members would derive comfort, a 
lady thanked him profusely. His heart glowed until she added, “Now 
I know what is wrong with my fuchsias”. 

------------------------- 

Ben Johnson, for many years minister at Inverkeithing, tells of 
an experience he had one New Year's day. After breakfast he took a 
walk down the town's main street. The shops were all shut, and the 
curtains were still drawn in many homes. Suddenly, round the 
corner into the deserted street came two men singing with great 
gusto and walking in an erratic manner. Though they stopped 
singing as they approached him, they still swayed markedly. Then 
one of them said, “My goodness minister, are you no hame yet 
either?” 

‘The Laugh Shall be First’ (St. Andrew Press) 

Deadline for the October Magazine by September 14th, noon, please. 
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care....................07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


