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September 2018

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge

Praying for the Churches
Appropriately, in September we are asked to remember especially in our

prayers, the Quaker Meeting in Wotton
George Fox, was one of the founding fathers of the Quaker movement. He
found no peace in either the established Church or in any of the separatist
congregations. He was ‘a man of sorrows’ until, in 1647, he experienced his
religious enlightenment. He described his experience as follows:

And when all my hopes in them and in all men were gone, so that I had
nothing outwardly to help me, nor could I tell what to do, then, oh then, I
heard a voice which said, “There is one, even Christ Jesus, that can speak
to thy condition”, and when I heard it my heart did leap for joy.

Having experienced the Light, a direct revelation of Christ, it became Fox’s
mission to ‘turn (all) people from the darkness to the Light’.

Quaker Week  - 30 September – 7 October

Wotton Quakers would like to invite you to the
following events:

A meeting for worship for enquirers
Sunday 30 September 10.30am – 11.30 am
The Chipping Clubroom, Wotton-under-Edge

A chance to experience Quaker worship and to find out
more about the Quaker movement.

All welcome.

An Evening of Circle Dance
Sunday 7 October 7pm – 9pm

Under The Edge Arts,  Wotton-under-Edge

An opportunity to enjoy a selection of meditative circle dances. No experience
needed. Dances are simple and taught beforehand. No partner needed.

All Welcome to this Free Event.
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“It’s rare to find
a time and
place to think
and talk
about the big
questions of
life.”
www.alpha.org

A Night at the Cinema

Wotton Cinema has agreed to show the film "I can only Imagine" on Tuesday
11th September @ 7:30pm, and we'd love to encourage all to go and see it.
It's a true story of a man who suffered a lot of rejection and broken
relationships, but who through music found God brought forgiveness and
restoration - hence the song he wrote which gives the title to the film.  You can
see more details through the cinema's website

https://www.wottoncinema.com/film/I+Can+Only+Imagine/955

Diana Baker

https://www.wottoncinema.com/film/I+Can+Only+Imagine/955
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St. Mary’s Church Fête

St Mary’s would like to say a BIG thank you to all those who supported the fête
on 14 July.

An amazing £4000 was raised which
will be divided between GARAS*,
Mission to Seafarers, Church Urban
Fund and St. Mary’s Fabric Fund.

*Gloucester Action for Refugees &
Asylum Seekers

Thank you to everyone who helped with the production and circulation
of an extra edition of ‘together in Wotton’ last month. Some of the items
included are repeated, though much reduced in size, hoping to ensure

that no-one misses anything.

Farewell to Christine & Rob
Their last Sunday Service will be at St Mary’s at 4pm on
2 September and will be followed by light refreshments.

They hope that many
friends from the churches
and communities of their

parishes will come together
for a great service of
celebration, and look

forward to seeing everyone
there, before their move

into retirement in
Chipping Sodbury.
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Many who attended the Church Fête will also have climbed the Tower,
stopping off at the ringing chamber on the way. Was anyone itching to have a
go? Were you interested in the plaques commemorating strange things like a
peal of Bob Minor?

 St Mary's Church Bell Ringers
Anyone who lives in central Wotton is probably well aware of the bells at St
Mary's.  As well as chiming every 15-minutes throughout the day, we practice
on a Tuesday evening, and ring for the
Sunday morning service, other significant
services, weddings and national
occasions.
We are always looking for new recruits,
and almost anyone over ten-years of age
can give it a go.  It doesn't require any real
strength, no musical ability, and it's free of
charge!  It takes a little while to master the
skill of bell handling, but it gives a great
sense of achievement once mastered and
we always try to make it an enjoyable
experience.
Some of our ringers are members of the
congregation at St Mary's, while others are
not active worshippers, or have no faith.
We all ring together, and enjoy our art as a
team.
For those that progress with their ringing, there are always fresh challenges.
New methods to be learnt; towers to be visited; competitions to be entered;
and peals to be rung.
Our regular pattern of ringing is:

Weekly practices:  Tuesday evenings from 7.30 to 9.00pm
Service ringing: Sunday morning from 9.30 to 10.15am

We can also give demonstrations of bell ringing to small groups from
numerous different organisations.  Please let me know if you'd like to visit
For more general information on bells and bell ringing, look at the website for
the national bell ringer's organisation, the Central Council of Church Bell
Ringers:  http://cccbr.org.uk/
If you want to find out more, please do get in touch:

Adrian Davis, Secretary, St Mary's Church Bell Ringers
wotton.bells@wottonparishchurch.org.uk  or 01453 844 393

On Saturday 8 September a visiting bellringing team will be ringing St Mary’s
bells during the afternoon; listen out for them.

Photo credit: Damian Amor

mailto:wotton.bells@wottonparishchurch.org.uk
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Team Builders Holiday Club

Team Builders holiday club ran from Monday 30 July to Friday 3 August at
Wotton Baptist Church.
We had a great time thinking about the stories of Joseph (the big head),
Moses (who needed support) Esther (who played a blinder), Jesus (who called
a wide ranging team) and Paul and Barnabas (who made up in the end and
were still working for the team whilst they were apart).
Each day the club split up into four age-specific groups for crafts, and games
and learning and the four groups competed with one another in the daily
gunge quiz (the winners get to pick a leader to send into the gunge machine!)
This year the team from Wotton were assisted by 6 folks from Springfield
Illinois.  The contribution of our teenage helpers (including some past
attendees) was really valuable too.
As expected, the number of kids in attendance was slightly down this year
because of the way the end of term fell half way through the previous week for
Blue Coat and KLB.  Nonetheless average attendance was still 119 Children
per day and lots of parents attended the sports afternoon and BBQ on Synwell
playing field and the closing session and BBQ on the Friday (pictured).

As ever, we’re greatly indebted to Karen Dover for all the hard work she puts
in to arranging and leading Holiday Club.  Despite one or two illnesses in the
team, everything seemed to go smoothly and the kids listened and responded
to the gospel messages and testimonies really well.
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Holiday at Home 31 July and 1 August

This year we had Holiday at Home earlier in the summer. The Holiday Club
arranged by the Baptist Church also moved its dates, leaving some helpers
torn between the Young people and the Old(er), but we still had plenty of
volunteers and as always more than enough food for our ‘holidaymakers’.

Each day, after last-minute cancellations and variations, we had around 30
guests who started their holiday with coffee, biscuits and a quiz. This was
followed by the Tuesday Morning Choir lead by Rowan Armes  They were an
excellent start to the two days’  entertainment, all of which was very good and
appreciated by all.

Due to the cancellations we did have too much savoury food  and cake (is it
possible to have too much cake?) but we did find homes for the leftovers.
Nothing went to waste!

There was plenty of chat and laughter and we did feel everyone enjoyed
coming.

Although there is no charge for Holiday at Home, in previous years guests
have let it be known that they would like the chance to make a donation, and
this covered extra expenses as well as allowing us to donate £100 to the
United Church for use of their facilities.  There is still some in the kitty so if
anyone has any expenses for food, fuel or anything else, please let us know.
We really appreciate the assistance of the other churches with driving, food
and help, and don’t expect you to do it all for nothing.

Thank you so much all who helped in any way, but also thank you to those
who came as holiday-makers; a lovely, cheery, friendly bunch who entered-in
to the spirit of the event and kept sending their hosts back for more crumble
and ice-cream!

Holiday at Home is always a great opportunity for the Churches to work
together for the good of the town. Thank you all.

Kate Barlow
Ann Jones

Holy Cross Church

A thank you too to Kate & Ann, and to Julie Ashby from Oliver Memorial
Chapel who made all the arrangements. The rest of us only had to turn up on
the day!
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Children Together in Wotton

I was at a meeting recently with folk from the churches round Wotton as we
discussed moving forward with Churches Together. We were talking about
attending services at each other’s churches and about the possibility of a
minister/vicar swap, for preaching. It occurred to me that actually it is the
children that are regularly in all the churches in Wotton as they swirl around
on the merry-go-round that is Messy Church & Little Church (St Mary’s),
Little Fishes & Pulse (Baptist Church), and Our Stories (United Church).
They also see members of all the churches at Open the Book and Ignite
Club at school. Not to mention the children’s holiday club at the Baptist
church. Isn’t this marvellous.

Our Stories starts again on Sunday 16 September after which the next one
will be 14 October.

Please do remember us in your prayers and if you know anyone with a child
who is 6 – 11 years of age then do recommend us to them. It takes place 4
– 5:45pm on a Sunday afternoon once a month. Contact me, Jane Gray-
Wallis 07855 535717

Used Magazines

Pennwood Lodge is always happy to receive used magazines on all subjects
(well, perhaps not quite all!) especially general interest such as women’s

magazines.

There is also a great  need for people to have visitors for one to one  chatting
so if anyone has time and inclination to do this please contact the Activites Co-

ordinator at Pennwood Lodge 521522 in order to discuss this.

Poppies - 4500 and counting!

Keep knitting!
In spite of the huge numbers already
received, Kate and Sue have plans for
any over-and-above those needed for
the church tower.
If you can get the majority of your
knitted, crocheted and sewn poppies to
Kate by the end of September it will be
a great help, but Do Not Stop!
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United Ramblers
Monday 3 September

The September ramble will be an easy walk with just
one hill. There are plenty of stiles, gates, ridges and
furrows with good views of the Lower Severn Valley.
We will be walking a ‘forgotten landscape’ walk from
Rockhampton, around Hill on the Hill Hike and back

to Rockhampton - approx. 4.5 miles.

Leave the United Church at 10.00am in Wotton then drive to the original
Rockhampton Cricket Club, near the Old Rectory, Rockhampton,

where we will park.
Lunch will be at The Huntsman, Falfield.

Leader : Alison Makepeace
(Tel. 07813 965160)

Even More Mess!

It was sad that the Messy Forest Church,
planned for August had to be cancelled,

but here’s more!

Saturday 8 September
9.30am at St Mary’s

Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages

And also

Mega Messy Church
Sunday 16 September

The Christian Adventure Centre, Viney Hill, Gloucestershire, GL15 4NA

Viney Hill Christian Adventure Centre is hosting a mega messy church and
families are invited to attend. More information can be obtained by calling
01594 860873

This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you have any comments, or would like
items included in future issues, please contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


