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Letter from the Curate 
Dear Friends, 

W E ARE SO FORTUNATE to live in a very beautiful part of 
the world, with the gently rolling hills of the Cotswolds, 

the valleys, the wooded areas. As we see so much beauty 
around us, so it seems natural to worship the One who created 
such beauty; especially at this time of year when we gather to 
praise the Creator at Harvest Festival services and celebrate 
God’s generosity and our productivity. 

 Since the start of September I have been receiving daily e-
mails from Eco Church Southwest with the theme of 
Creationtide. They have much to say about our stewardship of 
the earth which is one of the five marks of mission of the 
Church of England “to strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” 

 These daily e-mails mention the Eco Church scheme, giving 
suggestions for how we can become more aware of the 
diversity of life on earth and how we can enable and encourage 
ourselves and others to look after the environment in a more 
sustainable manner. 

 What can we do as stewards of this small area of the earth? 
We are fortunate in having a variety of Fairtrade goods and 
foods in the Ark; and that some local shops stock locally-grown 
produce. But are there other changes we can make in our 
lifestyles both as individuals and as the churches in our 
parishes? Can we use less of the earth’s resources? 

 This Creationtide, perhaps our prayer could be: 

Creator God, as we meet you in nature,  

inspire us to see anew our place in the web of life.  

In our daily lives, help us to make daily choices 

that reflect global solidarity.  

As we reflect on the teaching of our faith,  

equip us to advocate for laws and policies  

that reflect your call to faithful stewardship. Amen 

With every blessing in Christ, 
Morag 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events  

for October 
 
 

Wednesday 3rd October - Harvest 
St. Mary’s Parish Room at 2.15pm 
Followed by tea and chat 
 
Saturday 6th October 
Coffee Morning with Sale. 
St. Mary’s Parish Room 10am – 11.30am 
NB There is a wedding in church at 1pm 
 
Wednesday 17th October 9.30am 
Corporate Communion at St Mary’s 
3rd Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the 
service and for coffee afterwards in the Parish Room. 
 
Wednesday 17th October 
Silent Auction open to anyone 
Please bring an item to sell and some money to bid for 
bargains. With wine and cheese refreshments. 
St. Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm 

Followed by coffee and chat. 
 

Visitors always welcome. 

Further information on all events from: 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Harvest at St. Mary’s 
 

Sunday, October 7th 
 

 8.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Eucharist for Harvest 

12.30pm Bring and Share Lunch 

 6.00pm Harvest Evensong 

 

All non-perishable gifts donated at the 10.15am service 

will be given to the Foodbank. Perishable goods will be 

sold after that service in aid of the Foodbank 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we shall be 
without a vicar, if anyone wishes to speak to someone to help 
with their enquiries, please make contact with Kate in the 
Parish office who will deal with the request, or be pleased to 
arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside 
the parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for 
assistance – 

St. Mary’s, Alan 01453 521388 or Jackie 01453 845178 
St. Martin’s, Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s, Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham, Susan 0666 890388  

Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
9.00am – 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 pm 
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Letter from Rob 
Dear Friends in the Tyndale Benefice, 

 There are some letters that just seem to slip off the tongue or key 
board while others take much thought and prayer and even when 
completed they seem inadequate. This is one such letter. 

 So let me begin with a really big thank you to all of you for the 
very generous gifts that we have received, pictures of all of the 
churches as a lasting reminder of the places where we have 
worshipped together, flowers and plants for home and garden, a 
coffee maker and some other drinks, vouchers and very generous 
cheques. There have been celebratory services all tinged with 
mixed emotions as we’ve said our farewells, a terrific lunch at 
North Nibley, the farewell service and a great tea party after – 
thank you all for helping to make the transition into retirement so 
memorable. 

 Above all, thank you for the memories that we take with us, for 
friendship, for worship, for life in the different communities, great 
harvest suppers in the village hall, carol singing around the village, 
pancake parties and the rest. Thank you for the very generous 
comments made over the last few weeks, especially for the 
comments in all of the churches about the way in which people feel 
the churches to be more open and welcoming, comments about 
worship being conducted with reverence but perhaps a little less 
“stiffly”, comments about connectedness with the communities. 
These are comments not about Chris and I but about the churches 
of the benefice as you’ve been ready to move into new places and 
ways of being, thank you for that. As final words of encouragement, 
do be ready to look at where you go next, for all living beings grow 
and develop, the alternative is death and decay and that is not the 
way any in the church want to move as we journey on. Look now to 
see which path God is calling you on. 

 For Chris and me the path takes us on a new direction of active 
ministry in retirement; for you a time of exploration of what you 
would like in your new incumbent, what is now needed in the 
benefice for the next phase in the life of each parish and of the 
benefice and then a time of searching for that person before you 
start a new journey. 

 Chris and I thank you for all that you have shared with us and 
for all that you have given us over the last 10 years, it has been a 
real joy to have shared with all of you, and now we wish you all 
every blessing as you continue your journey in life and towards the 
Kingdom of God. 
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.  But it is farewell and not goodbye as we will be living in the 
deanery and may well see you in Waitrose or Tesco. 
 With every blessing, 
 Yours in Christ’s service, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

COME AND SING 
Mozart Requiem and Vivaldi Gloria 

Conductor : Eddie Garrard 

Saturday, October 6th 
Rehearsal 2.30pm - 5.30pm 

Concert 7.00pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Wotton-under-Edge 
ALL SINGERS WELCOME 

 

To sing: £10 (pay on the day) :: Free Concert - Plate Collection 

 

Refreshments: Tea, Coffee and Cake provided at the rehearsal 

Interval drinks for sale at the concert 

 

To book a place: e-mail anna_yarker@ hotmail.co.uk 

or Eddie Garrard 07789777008  
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Almost Unbelievable 
 This story is common in Syria, where Michael Shek has been 
working as a nurse with Medecins sans Frontieres for the past few 
weeks.  He spent a month working in a small clinic set up by MSF in 
one of the few houses left standing in the city. Raqqa is littered with 
IEDs. People are beginning to return to their homes, but it is 
incredibly dangerous. Rubble covers most of the city and there are 
still hundreds of thousands of hidden explosives. 

 When people come back to their houses, they have no idea what 
could be around the corner. There could be explosives rigged up to 
their kitchens, under their beds, or  in the light switches in the walls. 
That’s such a scary thing to think about. I can’t even comprehend 
how people are coming back and trying to start their lives. Even 
children’s books are rigged with hidden explosives. 

 
 

 
Hmm! 
 A lady was trying to get ketchup out of the jar. Whilst she was 
struggling, the phone rang so she asked her small daughter to 
answer it. “It’s the minister, Mummy,” the child said. Then she 
added, “Mummy can’t come to the phone just now, she’s hitting the 
bottle.” 

Monarch Books 

Wotton Library Club 
Ludgate Hill, Wotton-under-Edge GL12 7JJ 

Second Friday of the month 
10.00am -12.00 noon 

We meet monthly to choose books, recommend ones we have read 
and chat over a cup of tea and biscuits. It is a lovely, informal group 
and everyone is welcome. Just turn up! 

Transport can be provided both ways for those who need it, and there 
is also a wheelchair facility. Please telephone the library (Tel. 01453 
842115) so that it can be arranged. 
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Readings for October 
7th 19th Sunday after Trinity - Harvest 

  Joel 2: 21-27;   1 Timothy 2: 1-7;   Matthew 6: 25-34 

14th 20th Sunday after Trinity 

  Amos 5: 6-7, 10-15;  Hebrews 4, 12-end;  Mark 10: 17-31 

21st 27th Sunday after Trinity 

  TBA  

28th St. Simon and St. Jude 

  1 Isaiah 28: 14-16;  Ephesians 2: 19-end;  John 15; 17-end 

 
Church Mission Society 

Imagine an alleyway littered with plastic bags 
To most of us, it’s a scene of neglect and a place to 

avoid 

 But Rachel Karanja thinks differently. To her, these bags spell 
opportunity. She showed the women in her neighbourhood in 
Nairobi, Kenya how to collect, disinfect and weave discarded bags 
into hats and baskets to sell.  They learned new skills, found a 
source of income and were introduced to the God who lives among 
them. 

Rachel saw treasure waiting to be tapped where others saw only 
rubbish 

  Innovation like this – the ability to see things as they could be, 
rather than how they are – is a gift from God. It can disrupt and 
reverse relentless cycles of deprivation.  I believe that God is 
raising up a new generation of change makers.  They might be 
setting up a project far from home or in their local area, but God is 
wanting to use them to show his hurting world what healing looks 
like. 

 We need more people like Rachel to carry the good news into the 
world – and they need your help to step out into this calling. Will 
you partner with them by making a gift today? 

 Thank you. 

 Paul Thaxter, Director of International Mission 

PS. Any gift you make will help more people like Rachel use their 
God-given gift of innovation to see their community transformed. 

https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5TGQ7-8XA3PA-39BNHA-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5TGQ7-8XA3PA-39BNHB-1/c.aspx
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Faith Pictures Short Course 
A fresh way to talk about things that matter 

If you were a household appliance, what would you be? 
 
Faith Pictures is a free 7-week course designed to help you talk 
naturally to friends, neighbours and colleagues about what you 
believe. At the heart of it is identifying an image that says 
something about your faith. Each of the sessions includes a 
short video, a lively discussion-starters and refreshments. 
 
We reckon you will find it different from other courses, its 
approach includes: 
 Honesty about our faith journey, without avoiding the hard 
 questions. 
 

 Humour. Faith Pictures is fun. But ‘fun’ and ‘profound’ are 
 not opposites: Off-beat humour and genuine depth can belong 
 together. 
 

 Whole church. Faith Pictures is a simple idea that can be 
 used across traditions and with different age groups. 
 
The next course is being led by Lynda Durrant and Teresa 
Pottinger from St. Mary’s, being held at 6 Holywell Road, Wotton
-under-Edge, GL12 7NJ. Starting on Wednesday 3

rd
 October, from 

9 to 11am. Please contact Teresa on 07973 179146 or Lynda on 
07854 847699 to reserve your place. 
 

For more information visit www.faithpictures.org 

Brought to you by resources from Church Army 
www.churcharmy.org.uk 

 

 

 Punch Line   
Jesus guarantees to every believer the 
promise of confident access into the very 
presence of the living God. Jesus, our 
Forerunner, is there; we can follow also. 

‘Every Day with Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 

http://www.faithpictures.org/
http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/
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What if? 
Do you ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like 

we treat our mobile phone? 

 
What if we carried it around in our purses or    

pockets? 

What if we flipped through it several time a day? 

What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it? 

What if we used it to receive messages from the 
text? 

What if we treated it like we couldn't live 
without it? 

What if we gave it to children as gifts? What if 
we used it when we travelled? 

What if we used it in case of emergency? 

This is something to make you 
go....hmm...where is my Bible? 

Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phone, 
we don’t have to worry about our Bible being 
disconnected -- because Jesus has already paid 
the bill. 
 

Makes you stop and think “where are my 
priorities?” 

 

 

AND NO DROPPED CALLS 
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Church Mission Society 
Dear friends, 

 I’m writing to share some important news with you. It was 
announced at 10am today that I’m to be the next Bishop of Truro, 
tasked with overseeing the Diocese of Truro’s mission across 
Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly and two parishes in Devon. I’m 
honoured and humbled to have been asked to do this and am excited, 
too, by the possibilities it offers. If I feel any sadness, however, it’s 
because inevitably I will be laying aside my responsibilities as 
executive leader of Church Mission Society (though I will, of course, 
remain a CMS community member). 

 It’s been a huge honour to lead CMS for the past six years. It’s 
given me a privileged insight into what God is doing in his big wide 
world – and brought me into contact with some truly wonderful 
people. I have learned so much in the process; indeed, part of my 
motivation in taking on this new role is the sense that now is the 
time to put what I have learned about mission into practice. 

 Cornwall is a wonderful place with a rich Christian heritage. It 
also faces some major challenges. I have significant family roots 
there, so this move does feel very right – and of course I wouldn’t be 
going if I didn’t feel that the Lord is calling me. 

 I will miss you all! However, I won’t be leaving for some time yet. 
The date has not been finalised but is likely to be in mid-November; 
my service of consecration will be held on 30 November (venue tbc). 
I hope to see many of you there. 

 Please do pray for Ruth and for me in this time of transition, as I 
will for you. The process of appointing my successor will, I’m sure, 
be very well handled by our board of trustees, under Charles 
Clayton’s chairmanship. 

 Above all let’s ask the Lord to lead CMS on to an ever-closer 
realisation of our vision “to see all God’s people engaged in God’s 
mission, bringing challenge, change, hope and freedom to our 
world”. 

 With my very best wishes, in Christ, 

 Philip  

 Philip Mounstephen, Executive Leader 

_____________________ 
Hmm! 
 A young girl was getting quite frustrated because she couldn’t 
quite master the piece she was practising on the organ. A small boy, 
watching her, noticed that one of the organ stops was out. “It might 
go better if you put the choke in,” he suggested. 

Monarch Books 
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We think of Alfred as the first King of England. He was born in 
Wantage, the fifth son of King Aethelwulf of the West Saxons 
(Wessex), and lived from 849 to 899 and reigned as King of 
Wessex from 879. 

  Wessex was an area of scattered settlements, with woodland and 
good-quality farmland and, in common with other parts of the 
country, the inhabitants faced attacks by the Vikings, who were 
raiding the coasts and rivers of England from their fast and efficient 
long-ships. These raids were gradually giving way to the 
establishment of permanent Danish settlements and, in 867, the 
Vikings set up a kingdom in York. Having defeated the other main 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms of East Anglia and Mercia, just Wessex 
remained. 

 In 870, the Vikings made their attack against the Wessex army 
which was led by King Aethelred (Alfred's older brother) and Alfred. 
Although Alfred had already defeated the Vikings in an uphill assault 
at the battle of Ashdown in 871, the Vikings were still winning. When 
Aethelred died, the 21-year-old Alfred became King of Wessex and led 
the resistance against the Vikings with a much-depleted army. King 
Guthrum's Danes had taken Chippenham and were using it as their 
base for further attacks in the area. 

 Alfred’s only ally was Aethelnoth, Ealdorman of Somerset, who 
had a few fighters - his royal bodyguard and a small army of thegns. 
Alfred was forced to hide in the Somerset tidal marshes. He disguised 
himself as a peasant and took refuge in a peasant household, and this 
is where the origin of the famous myth about his burning the cakes 
occurred.  

 Living in a peasant household, he learned to appreciate the 
ordinary peasant's concerns.  One of the daily tasks he was asked to 
do was to watch the food cooking on the fire. With his mind on his 
plans for the campaign, he forgot about his menial task and the meal 
was ruined. Needless to say, the woman of the house was far from 
pleased, and – well, I expect you can imagine what she might have 
told him! 

 He devised new tactics, which were partly based on his experience 
of the Danes' fighting methods, and set up a fortified base at Athelney, 
from where he directed a guerilla campaign, with fighters from 
Wiltshire, Somerset and Hampshire. At the battle of Edington in 878, 
his army defeated the Danes and chased them back to Chippenham. 

 Alfred the Great October 26th 
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 The Vikings sought peace, and Alfred sponsored King Guthrum's 
baptism. Alfred then succeeded in freeing London in 886 and made 
the treaty of Wedmore with Guthrum and the East Anglians. Under 
the terms of this treaty, England was to be divided along the line of 
Roman Watling Street, with land within the area between the 
Thames and Tees Rivers being ceded to the Danes and land to the 
west controlled by the Saxons. Alfred had now expanded his 
territory to include kingdoms outside Wessex (West Mercia and 
Kent.) 

 He wanted to consolidate his position and bring about a lasting 
peace, and used his experiences in fighting the Danes to improve the 
defences of his lands by building new forts, and strengthening the 
existing ones. The fortified settlements throughout Southern 
England, gave rise to the concept of the English borough from the 
Saxon word for a fortress (burh) The burhs were centred on Alfred's 
capital in Winchester and were sited so that none would be more 
than 20 miles away from another, in order to provide assistance in 
case of invasion. 

 Military service was rewarded with plots of land, and he 
organised his army on a rota basis: this was to ensure that there 
were always fighting men available to defend the country without 
leaving agricultural land neglected. He built up a navy to fend off the 
continuing coast raids and equipped it with large ships built to his 
own design. 

 Alfred also carried out diplomatic measures to try to ensure the 
likelihood that peace would last. He made alliances through 
marriage, including his own marriage to a Mercian and his 
daughter's to a Viking. He allied with Wales, which even provided 
troops for his army, and another marriage brought alliance with the 
Flemish, who had a strong navy that he could call upon if needed. In 
this way, Alfred was successful in consolidating scattered 
settlements and securing the territory against Viking invasion. 

 Alfred put a great value on education. He learned Latin and 
translated some Latin texts into English himself, and he acted as 
patron to Welsh and European scholars. 

 He also established several social measures: a code of laws, based 
on the codes of Aethelbert of Kent, Ine of Wessex, Offa of Mercia and 
the Biblical Book of Exodus; laws which put a stop to blood feuds and 
set heavy penalties for breach of oath. 

 So we can see that Alfred did so much more for our country than 
burning the cakes, and he is remembered in the church calendar on 
October 26th.  

Doug 
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Letter from Henrietta 
Defend  

 I’m excited, in my new role as CEO, to make my first contribution 
to this wonderful magazine with some thoughts on India — a 
country I love.  I've been there several times and am always 
amazed by its vibrancy and colour. 

 It’s a country where you can witness both the very best and the 
very worst of life, and I have seen for myself how hard and unfair 
life can be for Christians — 80 per cent of whom are Dalits or from 
lower castes. But, coming into this role, I’ve been shocked to see how 
persecution is impacting people’s lives, too. Due to the growth of 
extremist religious nationalism, India has risen from 15 to 11 on the 
Open Doors World Watch List — with 24,000 violent attacks on 
Christians in 2017. It’s appalling to see the brutality of them. How 
would we respond if that happened here? 

 The body of Christ really needs to wake up to what is going on in 
India — to defend our brothers and sisters, and pray. I say that 
because I am absolutely convinced of the power of prayer. During 
the 1980s, I lived in Nepal. At the time, there were very few 
Christians there, although many, many people were praying for the 
country. On my return, 25 years later, I found three million Nepali 
Christians and 100 Bible colleges in the Kathmandu valley. When I 
asked people how they had come to faith, again and again I heard 
stories of miraculous healings of God at work. In the same way, I 
believe, we urgently need to direct our prayers to God for India and 
to ask the Holy Spirit to intervene.  

 We especially need to pray for our brothers and sisters, and to ask 
the Lord, as Brother Andrew did, to “strengthen what 
remains” (Revelation 3:2). 

 But it's also important to help people defend themselves against 
attack, as Nehemiah did during the re-building of Jerusalem’s walls 
(Nehemiah 4:13). Open Doors believes that the witness of the church 
is key to the flourishing of this nation, which is why we are doubling 
our support for local church partners to help them defend 
themselves — in practical terms, with knowledge and skills, and 
with spiritual weapons of prayer and faith in God. You can read 
more about this but you can also hear about it first-hand at Standing 
Strong, so, if you haven’t booked your place — now’s the time! Your 
support makes a huge difference to our persecuted family. I want to 
thank you for that and look forward to meeting you there. 

 Henrietta Blyth,  

 CEO, Open Doors UK and I 
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Hmm! 
Sorry, Bishop 
 The bishop was preaching in a small country church. A mother, 
embarrassed by her crying child, made to leave the church. 
 “Madam,” said the bishop, “it’s quite alright. The child isn’t 
bothering me.” 
 “I know,” replied the mother, “but you’re bothering the child.” 

Monarch Books 
____________________ 

 
 

God’s Way 
The Reverend Chum-Ming Kao was a former 
general secretary of the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan. He stood for human rights and 
democracy in that country. Now retired, he’s 
been described as ‘the pride of Taiwan’ and 
‘the Apostle Paul of the twentieth century’. On 
24 April 1980, Kao was arrested and 

imprisoned for more than four years. This was for offering asylum to a most-
wanted political dissident under the Kuomintang regime. Whilst in prison, Kao 
wrote a poem on 27 June 1982. His words were entitled ‘God’s way’ and this is 
the English translation: 
 

I asked the Lord for a bunch of fresh flowers but instead he gave me an 
ugly cactus with many thorns. 
I asked the Lord for some beautiful butterflies but instead he gave me 
many ugly 
and dreadful worms. 
I was threatened, I was disappointed. 
 I mourned. 
But after many days, suddenly, I saw the cactus bloom with many beautiful 
flowers. 
And those worms became beautiful butterflies flying in the Spring wind.. 
God’s way is the best way. 

Used by kind permission of Reverend Chun-Ming Kao 
 

MAYBE TODAY is a day for trusting the Lord, despite our confusions and lack of 
understanding. Could we, with John Wesley, dare to believe the best is yet to 
come? 
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PRAYER: Lord, whatever I face today, grant me patience and faith. In time may I 
see Your promises fulfilled in my life, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
BIBLE READING  
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 
More than Conquerors (Romans 8:28—39)  
FURTHER REFLECTION These words were said to be repeated by John Wesley 
two or three times just before he died: ‘Best of all is, God is with us.’  
In his Preface to Standard Sermons, John also wrote: ‘God himself has 
condescended to teach the way: for this very end he came from heaven. He hath 
written it down in a book. O give me that book! At any price give me the Book of 
God!’  
John Wesley — Anglican clergyman, evangelist, and co-founder of the Methodist 
movement with his brother, Charles (1703—1791)  
SMILE 
“I can cope with despair; it’s hope I can’t take.” 

 From the 1986 comedy film ‘Clockwise’ starring John Cleese 

‘Maybe Today’ Tony Miles - Kevin Mayhew  
 

Church Mission Society 
 We’ve recently been touring the country with our Mission 
Mystery House asking people to see if they can spot God at work. 

 The Mystery House was designed to help people bust some of the 
mission myths that we identified in our survey, as part of the 
Mission Is campaign. For those of you that missed us at festivals, 
fear not: we have some great new resources to keep you thinking 
about mission and to help you to detect God at work in your own 
context. 

We have three brand new group studies - based on faith, hope and 
love from 1 Corinthians - that will help you delve deeper into the 
meaning of mission as you discuss the texts and take some 
practical actions. 
 And in case you missed them... we'll take this opportunity to 
remind you of the other free resources which have come out of our 
Mission Is campaign: 

 A brilliant series of videos exploring common myths that hold 
 people back in mission 

 A group Bible study series with accompanying videos 

 A Mission Is card game 

 We hope you enjoy making use of this collection of resources. 

https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5D47-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5D47-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5FBC-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5D49-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5D4A-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-5URHV-8XA3PA-3A5D4B-1/c.aspx
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 Diary for October 
 

in the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham. 

 

1st  Monday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to 
the Parish Room – Jonah and the Whale 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
 7.45 LMT in Parish Room 
2nd  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.45pm Alderley PCC meeting at Wortley Farmhouse 
3rd  Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Deanery 

Meeting with Speaker 
 5.00 – 6.00pm Prayer space in the Catherine Chapel 
4th  Thursday – St. Francis 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
5th  Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 
6th  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10 – 12pm Mothers’ Union Pop up in the Parish Room – Coffee 

morning 
 1.00pm Wedding of Deborah Ganderton and Simon England at 

St. Mary’s 
 2.30pm Rehearsal for Mozart Come and Sing at St. Mary’s 
 7.00pm Mozart Come and Sing Concert at St. Mary’s 
 
7th  Sunday – 19th After Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Harvest Family Communion at St. Mary’s & Bring and 

Share Lunch 
 11.00am Harvest Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Harvest Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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 8th Monday 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the 
Parish Room – David and Goliath 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
9th  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
10th Wednesday  

9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
 7.30pm Wotton Finance Committee Meeting in Parish Room 
11th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
12th Friday  

9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Blue Coat School Harvest Festival Service 
13th Saturday  

9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – breakfast, activities 

and worship for all ages – Messy Church and Pets 

 
14

th
 Sunday 20

th
 after Trinity 

8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

 9.30am Harvest Family Service at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Harvest Evensong at St. Mary’s 

15th  Monday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the 
Parish Room – Shoeboxes 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 
16th  Tuesday – St. Luke 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm North Nibley School Harvest Festival Service at St. 

Martin’s 
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17th Wednesday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union 
Corporate Communion) 
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
7.45pm Mothers’ Union Meeting in the Parish Room – Silent 
Auction 

18th  Thursday – Luke the Evangelist 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 

19th Friday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 

20th  Saturday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 
21st  Sunday – 21st after Trinity 

8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 

22nd  Monday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – meet in Parish Room 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 

2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

23rd  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

24th  Wednesday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

25th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

26th  Friday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am Poppy Sewing Bee at St. Mary’s 

27th  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Communion with incense at St. Mary’s 
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28th  Sunday – Last Sunday of Trinity – St. Simon and St. Jude,   
  Apostles 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s  
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

29th  Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for 

under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room – Daniel and the Lions 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 

30th  Tuesday  
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 2.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish 
Room; 

31st  Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 

2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room; 
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 
5.00pm St Martin’s PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 

 

Dates for Early November   
 

1st  Thursday – All Saints 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
2nd  Friday  

9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Cloud of Witness at St. Mary’s 
3rd  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Cloud of Witness at St. Mary’s 
 
4th  Sunday – 4th Sunday before Advent - All Souls 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
  3.30pm Service of Commemoration of the Faithful Departed at 
  St. Mary’s 
  (no separate Evensong at 6.00pm) 
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5th  Monday – Experience Remembrance 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for  
  under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to  
  the Parish Room - Remembrance 
  10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
 
6th  Tuesday – Experience Remembrance 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
7th  Wednesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel; 
  3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been, or will be, taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE GIFT OF A CHILD 
“We welcome into the Lord’s family” 

16th  September Caleb Flack (St. Mary’s) 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
22nd  September Imogen May (St. Mary’s) 

 
HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 

15th  September David Leivers and Laura Shellard (St. Mary’s) 
6th  October Simon England and Deborah Ganderton (St. Mary’s) 
 
 

_______________________ 

Hmm! 
 So many people get the impression that Christians are serious, 
narrow-minded people who cannot enjoy a joke. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. How can you be serious when a visiting choir 
is rendering “The Darkest Hour,” and the lights fuse? Or when an 
elderly vicar who mutters and mumbles his way through the Sunday 
services in an inaudible voice insists that would-be ‘lesson readers’ 
should speak clearly and distinctly! 

Monarch Books 
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Greetings from the Desert of Saudi Arabia 
   When I was back in Wotton in early November, I was told off by 
someone for not writing in the Parish Magazine about my life after 
the Parish Office. Yes, I’ve definitely failed on that one, so I’ll try to 
make some small amends. 

  By the time you get to read the January issue, Kevin and I will have 
celebrated our first Christmas in a very different environment. 
Despite the restrictions placed on what we can and what we cannot 
do to celebrate one of the most important Christian festivals, we 
have managed to attend the team’s winter ball (just don’t mention 
the word Christmas), we’ve joined in with Carol Singing around the 
compound – I found a very good recipe for non-alcoholic mulled, 
erm, grape juice to help things along, and I’m getting some good 
ideas on how to make our temporary home look festive. Oh, and we 
also attended a traditional Nine Lessons and Carols Service at the 
British Embassy. It was held in the garden of the Ambassador’s 
residence and believe it or not, it was cold! The only not so 
traditional part was hearing the adzhan (call to prayer) almost 
drowning out the readings. Life beyond the walls goes on. 

   On the call to prayer, it’s there, every day, five times a day. Since 
we switched the air-conditioning units off with the drop in 
temperature, those calls are more obvious. Some are more 
melodious than others, I can tell you. Having had the privilege of 
travelling in the Middle East before, I do not mind the sound and 
find it quite useful for a spiritual breather, just a moment of ‘yes, I 
should bring my own shutters down for a moment and give thanks to 
God for the opportunities this posting is offering us.’  Admittedly, it 
can be a bit of an inconvenience, these five times a day closures, 
because we certainly haven’t seen much evidence of absolutely 
everyone bowing down on their carpets. I’ve learned very quickly 
that it is best to plan grocery shopping and other outings around 
prayer times, but it doesn’t always work out quite so. If you happen 
to be in a supermarket when prayer time comes, you can continue 
loading up your trolley, but you cannot get to the till to pay until 
prayer time is finished. In shopping malls (and there are more than 
enough of those in Riyadh), shops just close and you can sit and wait 
outside. Similarly with restaurants, if you are already in your seat, 
you just have to wait till prayers are finished. 

   Despite the recent headlines about the new Crown Prince going 
around chasing corrupt officials out of office with a new broom and 
suggesting to his father that women should be allowed to drive, the 
country remains deeply conservative and set in its ways. There were 
certainly some very unhappy clerics over the idea of women driving 
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and, whether that was even worse or not, allowing women into the 
national stadium to celebrate Saudi’s National Day. The shame of it! 
Driving is not a good thing here. Traffic rules are there to be 
ignored most of the time, although I’ve been assured by our driver 
that the cameras at busy junctions with traffic lights really do work. 
When I am finally allowed to get behind the wheel, I’ll probably 
restrict myself to the local supermarket run. We drive on the right 
here and the whole journey from the compound to this particular 
supermarket and back is all right turns. Our driver has even shown 
me the shortcuts. 

   Wearing an abaya (that long garment) is a way of life here and I 
was given the very useful advice of just considering it the same 
thing as putting on a coat before you go out. You know you’re 
settled into Saudi life when you point and say, ‘Oh that abaya looks 
nice.’ 

   Kevin and I hope you are all keeping well. Modern technology is 
both a curse and a blessing. I can follow the Daily Prayer online and 
read news from and about St. Mary’s and the Tyndale Benefice on 
the website and the Facebook page. I’ll go with the blessing bit, and 
pray that God protects and comforts those who are on the receiving 
end of the curse of said modern technology. 

   May you all have a healthy and happy 2018. I hope to see you again 
some time soon. 

 Ima Earle 

 

 

Christmas with a difference! 
 Can you make some room for an international student to learn 
what true British Festive hospitality can mean? Should you like to 
add that international element to your Christmas, learning another 
country’s traditions and enjoying the connection and friendship 
that such sharing brings? 

 HOST UK arranges for international students to enjoy brief 
homestays with UK hosts, one day, a weekend or, over the festive 
period-a three day visit. We need more hosts so that a smile such as 
Marine’s can spread across many more faces…and across our 
fragile world. 

 If you should like to know more, please go to our website 
www.hostuk.org or leave us a message on: 

http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost 

http://www.hostuk.org
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost
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News from USPG 
 USPG has sent emergency funds to support the relief work of the 
Church of South India (CSI) after torrential rains, landslides and 
flooding claimed dozens of lives in Kerala state. CSI is providing 
villagers with food and emergency supplies after the heaviest rains in 
50 years destroyed homes, schools and churches. 

 The most affected dioceses were East Kerala, Malabar, Madhya 
Kerala and Cochin. 

 The Rev’d Dr. Rathnakara Sadananda, General Secretary of CSI, 
said: ‘Our relief teams in all the affected dioceses are working 
towards providing relief and assistance to those most affected.’ 

 A CSI statement added: ‘More than 118,000 people have been 
displaced by the floods over a period of less than 48 hours. As many 
as 606 relief camps have been opened at various locations to 
accommodate the flood victims. The proposed relief programme will 
give priority to the most vulnerable.’ 

 CSI is providing 3,800 affected households with rice, wheat flour, 
coconut oil, dhal, sugar, salt and other supplies. CSI stated: ‘Once 
normalcy is restored, soon after the relief work, a detailed study will 
be undertaken and a reconstruction plan will be evolved.’ 

 Davidson Solanki, USPG International Programme Manager for 
Asia, said: ‘USPG is standing in solidarity with the people of Kerala 
and CSI as it carries out relief operations. It is so important that we 
hold the affected communities in our thoughts and prayers.’ 

 

 

Ecclesiastical Insurance  
Offer of £130 to St. Mary’s 

To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical Insurance is 

offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for every new home insurance 

policy taken out by a member of our church during 2018. One of our 

congregation has already taken out a new policy, and we have 
received £130! 

Look out for the advert elsewhere in this edition, see the poster 

displayed in the church porch, or speak to Adrian Davis. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Children’s Church: There will be some activities left in the Catherine 
Chapel on Sundays 14th and 28th. Story sacks and books are available 
from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30 am 

1st: Jonah and the Whale 

8th: David and Goliath 

15th: Shoeboxes 

22nd: Half term, meet in Parish Room at 10.00 am 

29th: Daniel and the lions 

For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Messy Church: Saturday 13th Messy Church and Pets 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Family Services: Sunday 7th- Harvest, and Sunday 21st 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 

 

Family Discussion Time: 

How can we show love and be a blessing to someone we know who is 

going through a difficult time? Do something practical to show your 

support for someone in need. 
 

 

Prayer 

God of love, thank you for the love you have shown us,  

through good times and bad. 
God of blessing, help us to show your love to others 

especially those who are finding life difficult. Amen. 
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Word Search 

Country Idyll 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Arcadia  Beauty  Bleat  Cottage  Flock  Flowers

 Haycart  Haystack Lambs Love  Meadow  Mountain

 Music Pasture  Peace Rainbow Roses Shade

 Sheep Shepherd Song  Stream  Suitor  Sunshine    

 Swain 
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James Hannington was born at Hurstpierpoint in Sussex on 
September 3rd, 1847. He was a poor scholar and left school at 
fifteen to work in his father's counting house. When he was 21, 
he decided that, perhaps, a clerical career would suit him, but at 
Oxford he again showed himself to be still like a butterfly, flitting 
around with no sense of direction or application. 

 The death of his mother in 1872 brought a change in Hannington's 
life: he knuckled down to his studies, was awarded his B.A. and he 
was ordained deacon and took charge of the small parish of 
Trentishoe in Devon. 

 Mission work in Uganda had begun in the 1870s and was becoming 
predominantly Christian under the favour of King Mutesa, who died 
in 1884. However, his son and successor, King Mwanga, opposed all 
foreign presence, including the missions. 

 It was in about 1882 that Hannington heard of the murder of two 
missionaries on the shores of the Victoria Nyanza. This led to his 
offering himself to the Church Missionary Society, and he became 
the head of a party of six missionaries which set sail for Zanzibar, but 
he contracted fever and dysentery and was forced to return to 
England in 1883. 

 This did not weaken his calling, and he saw it as something 
temporary, and so it turned out to be. In June 1884, when he had 
made a good recovery, he was ordained Bishop of Eastern Equatorial 
Africa, departing for Africa in January 1885. Upon arriving in Kenya 
at Freretown, near Mombasa, he decided to focus on opening a new 
route to Uganda. He and his team safely reached a spot near Victoria 
Nyanza, but their arrival was reported to King Mwanga II, and under 
his orders they were imprisoned by Basoga chiefs. 

 They were brutally treated, and his diary recorded how, during 
the next few days, they suffered at the hands of drunken guards as 
well as vermin which found their way into the tents, but felt 
comforted by reading the psalms. On the eighth day, there was still 
no news from King Mwanga, and he wrote: “I can hear no news, but 
was held up by the 30th Psalm, which came with great power: ‘You 
have turned my sadness into a joyful dance: you  have taken away my 
sorrow and surrounded me with joy.’  

 “An hyena howled near me last night, smelling a sick man. I hope 
it is not to have me yet. The outlook is gloomy…. starvation, 
desertion, treachery, and  a  few  other  nightmares  and  furies  hover            

James Hannington October 29th 
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over one’s head in ghostly forms, and yet in spite of it all, I feel in 
capital spirits. Let me beg every mite of spare prayer. You must 
uphold my hands, lest they fall. If this is the last chapter of earthly 
history, then the next will be the first page of the heavenly — no 
blots and smudges, no incoherence, but sweet converse in the 
presence of the Lamb.” 

 After eight days of captivity, by order from King Mwanga II the 
bishop and his fifty porters were led out and killed. Hannington 
himself was stabbed in both sides and, as he died, his alleged last 
words to the soldiers who killed him were: "Go, tell Mwanga I have 
purchased the road to Uganda with my blood."  

 Widespread persecution of Christians followed. Joseph  Mukasa,  
a  Roman  Catholic   priest and an official at Mwanga's court, 
rebuked the king for his debauchery and for the murder of Bishop 
Hannington. He was beheaded and thus became the first native 
martyr. Later, a group of 32 men and boys, 22 Roman Catholic and 
10 Anglican, were burned at the stake; others were sold to slave 
traders. Most of them were young pages in Mwanga's household, 
from their head-man, Charles Lwanga, to the thirteen-year-old 
Kizito, who went to his death "laughing and chattering." During the 
next few years many other Ugandan Christians suffered for their 
faith, and years later, in 1977, the Anglican Archbishop Janani 
Luwum and many other Christians suffered death for their faith 
under the tyrant Idi Amin. 

 Hannington and his companions were among the first martyrs of 
Uganda, and a dedication stone, erected in his memory along with  
the Bishop Hannington Memorial Church in 1938, bears the 
inscription "Thou hast turned my heaviness into joy". 

 We remember Bishop Hannington on October 29th, and the 
Anglican Church uses this prayer:   

Precious in your sight, O Lord, is the death of your saints, 
whose faithful witness, by your providence, has its great 
reward: We give you thanks for your martyrs James 
Hannington and his companions, who purchased with 
their blood a road to Uganda for the proclamation of the 
Gospel; and we pray that with them we also may obtain the 
crown of righteousness which is laid up for all who love 
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Doug 
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The Messenger 

Faith: Sharing our stories in new and different 
ways, including through 

digital media 
 Bishop Rachel and the Chatterbox at Cheltenham 

Literature Festival 

 Come along and support Bishop Rachel on Wednesday 10 October, 
12.30 to 1.30pm (L168). In the centenary of the Representation of the 
People Act 1918 and the great struggle for change that preceded it, the 
first female diocesan bishop reflects on her own story, and on the 
divisions which exist between people in this country. How can we 
live out who we truly are, for good, and embrace the difference 
around us? Please do come along and support Bishop Rachel in this 
event. 

 Every day during the festival we are running a children’s tent 
called The Chatterbox. Pop in and make an origami chatterbox, hang 
a leaf on our Tree of Hopes and Dreams and have fun coming up with 
ideas and answers to our curious questions – just bring your 
imagination! And if you are passing, come along and say hello. 

 Also sponsored by the Diocese of Gloucester: 
 Neil MacGregor: Living with the Gods (L030), 
 [Un]heard voices (L150), 
 Helena Kennedy (L234), 
 This book saved my life (L236) and 
 Social media: Find your tribe (L254) 

For tickets for all our sponsored events visit cheltenhamfestivals.com 
 
Church of England: Social media training 

November 13, 9.30am to 4pm at the Guildhall, Eastgate Street, 
Gloucester GL1 1NS 

 Join us, free of charge, as the Church of England Digital 
Communications Team delivers a social and digital media training 
day for churches in the Diocese of Gloucester. The training will be 
done virtually, via live video stream from the national Church of 
England offices in London. 

  If you are responsible for digital or social media in your church 
then this day is perfect for you, and it doesn't matter how experienced 
you are as it will cater for all capabilities. Topics include social 
media trends, writing for the web, A Church Near You, dealing with 
negativity online and how to use Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Places are on a first come, first served basis. Booking at 
goo.gl/1Lg2Gs 

https://www.cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature/whats-on/grid?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoYPv-fy03QIVSZPtCh37fwO_EAAYASAAEgKs3vD_BwE
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Get your church noticed 

 10am to 2pm on Tuesday 20 November, venue TBC (Gloucester) 
A day of training led by Neil Pugmire, the author of four books 
including '100 ways to get your church noticed'. He is 
Communications Adviser for the Diocese of Portsmouth and 
previously a journalist for regional newspapers for nine years. 
Does your local community know about all the good things on offer 
at your church? Are you reaching the people you want to reach? 
Would you like to learn how to create a coherent communications 
strategy for your church? If so, join us for this whistle-stop training 
tour through the various tools you can use to put your church 'on 
the map' – branding, noticeboards, websites, magazines, social 
media, working with the media and more - even how to use your 
church buildings more creatively. To register your interest, please  
contact Lucy Taylor at ltaylor@glosdioc.org.uk 
  
Making videos with your smartphone 
Wednesday 24 October, 12 noon 

 Free, one hour webinar, sponsored by the Diocese in Europe. 
Just sign up for your place here https://bit.ly/2NEU1l5 and you 
will be sent instructions to join the webinar from your home 
computer. 
  
Sharing the Pastoral Ministry 

 Pastoral Assistants are men and women who share in the 
ministry of caring for churchgoers and wider community by being 
part of the pastoral ministry of the church.  They have a heart for 
others, reflecting the care that God has for us to other people; 
sharing their joys and sorrows. Once trained, Pastoral Assistants, 
commissioned by the Bishop, minister in their local benefice.  The 
role is specific to each context, formed to meet local needs which 
might include being part of a pastoral visiting team, bereavement 
support, baptism preparation and more. For details about the 
registration and training course contact Natasha Kent on 01452 
835544 or nkent@glosdioc.org.uk 
 

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 
view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our 
website gloucester.anglican.org 

The Messenger 
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Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to 

donate £130 to your church for every new home insurance 

policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority 
 
 

 When it feels irreplaceable, trust   
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 
noon 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 

 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
  

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

 
Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for 
information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
Timmy was in the garden, filling in a hole, when his neighbour 

peered over the fence. Interested in what the youngster was up to, 
he  politely asked, “What are you up to, Timmy?" 

"My goldfish died,'' replied Timmy tearfully, without looking up, 
"and I've just buried him." 

The neighour was concerned. "That's a big hole for a goldfish, 
don't you think?" he asked. 

Timmy whammed down the last heap of earth, then angrily 
replied, "That’s because he’s inside your cat!" 

————— 

 A musical concert was about to be performed in a prison. The 
governor was talking to a titled lady, explaining that the orchestra 
was made up of murderers, embezzlers and other criminals. The 
lady pointed to a man holding a trombone and said, “He looks a 
tough customer.” The governor smiled and replied, “I ought to 
explain: some of the staff are included in the orchestra — he is the 
chaplain.” 

‘Christian Crackers Through the Year’ - Monarch Books 

Remember to  alter your clocks and time switches before 
going to bed on the 27th - the times fall back. 

Deadline for the November Magazine by October 14th, noon, please. 
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
and Fridays 9.00 to 12 noon during the vacancy)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, and Fridays 9.00-12 noon during the vacancy)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care....................07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

  

  


