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Letter from Iain 
Dear Friends, 

F ORTY YEARS AGO, I heard of churches around the 
country that were expanding enthusiastically, when mine 

wasn’t, so I visited several to have a look. What they had in 
common was a fresh understanding of the Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of Jesus working through individual Christians, as 
happened at Pentecost. One church was St. Michael le Belfry, 
York, where David Watson had built up a thriving 
congregation from scratch. starting with a handful of 
university students. David described a typical Anglican 
church as like a champagne bottle, full of fizz. In the neck was a 
cork, marked ‘Vicar” From his own experience he taught that 
if one could only uncork the bottle, out would pour a stream of 
new ideas and energy. I realised that the trouble was not my 
church but me, determined to direct everything from the top. 
Let the Holy Spirit loose, and amazing things can happen. 
 I have to admit that my village church were less keen on 
change than I was, but when I moved to a town not unlike 
Wotton, we were able to harness the ideas of a wider circle of 
members, and moved forward to a much livelier and happier 
fellowship. 
 I feel that we have such an opportunity now. During the 
next nine months or so of vacancy, we fall back on our own 
resources, to have a greater freedom to listen to what God is 
saying, and to react accordingly. Nobody wants chaos, and 
immediate responsibility falls on the Churchwardens of our 
four churches, to keep us in order. Guiding and supporting 
them is the Area Dean, Rev’d David Russell of Wickwar. Over 
him, as our Archdeacon has gone off to be Bishop of Crediton, 
the Suffragan Bishop of Tewkesbury, Robert Springate, is 
taking a personal interest, and overseeing the process of 
appointing a new Vicar. We are fortunate to have Alan Bell as 
one of St. Mary’s Churchwardens, as he has experience of 
overseeing an inter-regnum in a previous church. 
 In the meantime, we have five voluntary (and unpaid) 
ministers to keep services, weddings and funerals going across 
the benefice. Morag Langley is officially Assistant Curate 
under training, and cannot be expected to do everything in her 
allotted three or four days a week. Peter Marsh, from North 
Nibley, still has to earn his living on weekdays, but is on duty 
most Sundays. Sue Plant, our experienced Licensed Reader, is 
available for non-communion services and funerals. At the  
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bottom of the heap are John Evans and myself, both retired 
priests in slightly unpredictable health. The Churchwardens 
can, and do, invite active or retired clergy from other parishes 
to cover gaps. 

 The appointment procedure is, to many lay people 
shrouded in mystery. As I understand it, nothing is allowed to 
happen until the incumbent has actually left. The 
Churchwardens then get together to draw up a ‘Parish 
Profile”, describing the community, its churches, schools, 
relationship with other denominations, and with the outside 
community. The vacancy is then advertised, and the profile 
made available. Nominations may come in from the Patron, 
Christ Church, Oxford, from the Bishop, who needs a say in 
the staffing of her diocese, as well as from individual 
applicants. A short list is then drawn up, and two or three 
candidates invited for interview. All this takes up to three 
months to complete. Interviewers include Patron, Bishop, 
Archdeacon, Area Dean, plus Churchwardens or other 
representatives appointed by the Church Councils. 

 The chosen candidate then has to confirm that he/she still 
wants to come, and probably needs to give three months’ 
notice of present job, as well as fitting in spouse’s employment 
commitments, children’s education, etc. All of which explains 
the long process. There is always an unspoken suspicion that 
the diocese saves money by not having to pay an incumbent. 

 During the interval all sorts of options are open. There may 
be services attended by only half a dozen people that could be 
reduced or combined, such as extra communions on minor 
saints’ days. We have a sizeable team of lay people who 
administer Communion in homes and sheltered housing : in 
the past these have been authorised to preside over ‘extended 
communion’ in church. But on the whole, the Wardens try to 
keep going the routine already established. Quite often, a 
vacancy acts as a stimulus to a parish when it has to fend for 
itself. So once the cork is out, in the words of the old hymn, 
“Perhaps it will surprise us what the Lord can do”. 

 The Churchwardens have promised to write in next 
month’s magazine, when they have consulted with all the 
authorities, and will be able to correct any of my errors and 
omissions. 

 Every blessing,  
 Iain Marchant 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for 
November 

 
 

Wednesday 7th November 

Glenys Sykes’ Talk entitled ‘Not Forgotten’ 

Glenys will talk about her uncle and his experience of 
war 

St. Mary’s Parish Room at 2.15pm 
Followed by tea and chat 
 
Wednesday 21st November 9.30am 

Corporate Communion at St Mary’s 

3rd Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the 
service and for coffee afterwards in the Parish Room. 
 
Wednesday 21st November 

Advent Programme 

St. Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm 
Followed by coffee and chat 
 
 

Visitors always welcome 
 
Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Church Choir Notes 
 The weekend of 7th October was the anniversary of my becoming 
Director of Music and what a way to celebrate! On the Saturday was 
the Come and sing Mozart Requiem and Vivaldi Gloria. Over 60 
singers arrived in the wet afternoon, following a wedding, and 
rehearsed the two works and produced an incredible performance 
in the evening, which was greatly appreciated by the audience and 
raised several hundred pounds towards the Re-ordering. 
Importantly, all the soloists, other than the tenor, were from our 
choir. The following day was the Harvest festival and the choir still 
had sufficient vocal energy to sing ‘Thou Visitest the Earth’. 
 We now look toward preparing music for Remembrance, Advent 
and Christmas carol services. In November, there will be another 
Sing and Social at which we will be learning new Advent/
Christmas hymns and would welcome suggestions for any others to 
learn. 
 One member of our youth choir, Jasmine, has now gone to 
university, so will not be seen as often, and three others are now 
preparing for GCSE or A levels. Although we still have other young 
people left we certainly need to add to that number. We also would 
welcome voices in all other sections of the choir. Please ring me on 
07789777008. 
 So, as my second year continues, I look forward to being with 
you all and look forward to your continual support. 

Eddie Garrard 
 

Sing and Social Evening 
Friday 16th November at 6.30pm 

 
 You are invited to another of St. Mary’s Sing and Social events, to 
be held on 16th November and organised by the Local Ministry Team. 

 As before, we will be learning to sing some new hymns, or maybe 
carols. This is a great opportunity to sing together – whatever your 
standard of singing – as well as socialising over tea and cakes or 
wine and nibbles. We also hope to give a bit of information about the 

hymns and if we have any carols that are new to us at the Carol 
Service, we will be in a position to know the tunes. 
 This event will, hopefully, fulfil the part of our Vision statement 
which covers teaching and socialising. 

 We do hope that you will be free to join us. 
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.What Happens to the Poppy Money? 
 The Royal British Legion is the nation’s largest service charity, 
established in 1921 to provide lifelong support for service and ex -
service personnel and their families. Anyone who has served for at 
least seven days, qualifies for help from the Legion, this help 
extending to wives, husbands and dependent children, so it can be 
appreciated that this duty is an immense and continuous task. 
 The Legion does not try to be “all things to all men” but 
concentrates on some specific areas of support and co-ordinates 
other aspects through other more specialist charities, working with 
Help for Heroes, Combat Stress, and similar organisations, all 
through the Veterans Gateway, the “one stop shop” for ex-service 
support. 
 The total amount raised each year averages £110 million, sounds 
a lot but what is it spent on? 
 Nationally, there are approximately 6 million people in the UK’s 
Armed Forces community, including active and ex-service 
personnel, their families, dependents and carers. In one year 17,523 
beneficiaries were supported through partner charities and 18,500 
beneficiaries were sent on well-deserved holiday breaks. 
 How do we do locally? Last year you generously donated £10,200, 
which transferred through the County Branch, provided a wide 
range of support, for example mobility aids have been purchased 
when social support funds were unable to help, modifications to 
homes to assist with living disabilities, rent arrears covered when 
illness prevented working, training courses funded to help with 
more suitable employment. In Weston-super-Mare, we have one of 
the legion holiday and respite homes, where local donations are 
regularly placed. 
 We are grateful for the financial support from our community, 
we would love to have the social and practical support that 
membership can contribute, everybody can join the Royal British 
Legion. Welcome! 

Gerry York  
 

Readings for November 
4th Fourth Sunday before Advent, All Souls Day 
  Deuteronomy 6 1-9; Hebrews 9 11-14;  Mark 12 28-34 

11th 3rd Sunday before Advent   
  Jonah 3, 1-5, 10;  Hebrews 9 24-end; Mark 1 14-20 

18th Second Sunday before Advent 
  TBA 

25th Sunday next before Advent, Christ the King 
   Daniel 7 9-10, 1314; Revelation 1 4b-8;  John 18 33-37 
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William Temple was born in 1881, in Exeter, where his father 
was bishop. He was educated at Rugby School and Oxford 
University, and eventually became a don there.  

 William was ordained in 1908, and in 1916 became Headmaster of 
Repton School. His interest in Education continued throughout his 
life and he was one of the chief architects of the 1944 "Butler" 
Education Act which secured the teaching of the Christian Faith in 
state schools and also provided for every school day to begin with an 
act of Christian worship.  

 In 1914 he became Rector of St. James’, Piccadilly, but he resigned 
in 1917 to devote himself to the Life and Liberty Movement, which 
was dedicated to securing greater freedom for the Church of 
England to order its affairs. Its aims were achieved with the passing 
of the Enabling Act in 1920, as a result of which we now have 
Electoral Rolls, Parochial Church Councils and the General Synod 
(originally the Church Assembly). Another consequence. of this 
movement was the Revised Prayer Book of 1928 which, although not 
approved by Parliament, was adopted by the Church. (It’s the one in 
use at St. Mary's).  

 In 1910 he acted as a steward at an International Missionary 
Conference in Edinburgh, where Christian leaders of nearly every 
denomination from all over the world faced the fact that disunity 
was a severe handicap in the spreading of the Gospel. For the rest of 
his life, Temple played a leading part, not only in strengthening 
relations between Christians and Churches throughout the world, 
but also in the United Kingdom, where ministers and people of all 
denominations looked to him as a unifying leader. One described 
him as "the greatest moral force in Britain".  

 In 1922, Temple became Bishop of Manchester, where he became 
popular not only for his personal interest in the life and work of the 
parishes, but also for his participation in the Blackpool Mission, 
held on the beaches every year in August. He also became known 
nation-wide as a Christian preacher and teacher of some authority, 
especially for his articles and addresses on the relevance of the 
Gospel to the daily social life of the nation. .  

 He became Archbishop of York in 1929, but the responsibilities of 
that office did not deter him from leading evangelistic missions to 
universities and preaching to important gatherings both in Britain 
and overseas, and his frequent radio addresses were always  

    William Temple 
  Archbishop of Canterbury, 1942-44 

 

November 6th 
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appreciated. He wrote many books on various aspects of the 
Christian Faith — theological and philosophical as well as 
"popular"- but it is arguable that his best was "Readings in St. 
John's Gospel" — a devotional commentary and, although some of 
its illustrations may be dated now, it is still a useful aid to readers 
of the Fourth Gospel, it is now well out of print.  

 In 1931 he had written: "The first duty of the Church is to be sure 
that it knows how to present the truth of God so as to reveal its 
adequacy to the knowledge and the needs of today", and he set out 
what this meant in his Penguin Special "Christianity and Social 
Order" which was published in 1942, after he had become 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and sold 139,000 copies. It called on the 
Government to pursue, after the end of World War II, six 
objectives: concerning family life, education, income, labour 
relations, leisure and liberty. He followed the publication of the 
book by leading a series of meetings all over the country at which 
he and other distinguished people enlarged on the subject.  

 His health had never been good: one eye was almost useless, and 
from his childhood he suffered from a painful weakness in one leg. 
Struggling against these handicaps and bearing so many wide and 
heavy responsibilities put a great strain on his physical powers 
and his life came to what many regarded as a premature end on 
October 26th, 1944.  

 Educationist, Ecumenist, Evangelist, Teacher, Pastor, Prophet, 
Temple embodied all these aspects of ministry in his life, but at the 
heart of it was his personal faith and the primacy which he gave to 
prayer and meditation. "We must have our times of companionship 
with God", he said.  

 He is remembered in the Church Calendar on November 6th.  

T.N. 

 

 

Letter from Anne Slann 
 I go to Penwood Lodge monthly to take communion.  When I was 
there last, Julie, the Activities Co-ordinator, asked if I knew 
anyone who would be interested in doing some gardening with 
some of the residents and I said I would see if the request could go 
in the Parish Magazine.  This is a voluntary job.  If you are 
interested in doing this, please ring Penwood Lodge for more 
details.  
 Anne  
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Greetings from the Saudi Desert 
 Let’s talk about the weather! It is a topic of conversation that gets 
people talking all over the world. Climate change, global warming, 
etc. Climate is a big word, but weather is what we all know, the day-to
-day stuff. 

 And then there’s Saudi Arabia, from where I send you my warmest 
greetings, a country that is of course associated with endless desert, 
sand and little black-clad figures scurrying through sand-coloured 
streets. You are right of course in thinking that this sums things up 
nicely. Where we live, in Riyadh, this is certainly the case.  We are on 
the Riyadh plateau and we are surrounded by desert. Get out of the 
city and it’s sand and rock everywhere. And a relentless sun. 

 Earlier this year, we were invited to join members of the team 
based in Jeddah on a day’s boat trip out in the Red Sea – yep, that one. 
Incidentally, it did not part while we were sailing, we just enjoyed 
clear waters and the wonder of one of God’s great creations, a pod of 
dolphins following the boat over quite some distance. It was March 
and the sky was a beautiful blue. Anyway, as Jeddah is a long way 
from Riyadh, we booked a flight on Saudi’s answer to Easyjet, NAS. I 
wouldn’t recommend their sandwiches, which we accidentally 
ordered with the flight – instead of ticking the box if ‘you want food’ 
you have to ‘untick’ the box. Lesson learned. Leaving bone-dry 
Riyadh behind (humidity level on average 8% and falling), we landed 
in Jeddah and had to disembark by taking the steps down, rather 
than leave the aircraft and walk into an air-conditioned tunnel. 
That’s when humidity hit us.  

 The basic temperature was lovely, but the humidity of 50 plus 
percent really knocked us back a bit. As the day wears on, humidity 
rises, so come nightfall, everything just feels damp. In Riyadh I don’t 
hang out my washing because of the dust, in Jeddah you can hardly 
get your clothes dry in the humidity. Still, we had a lovely weekend. 

 The east and west coasts of the country do have a more lush and 
green look. In winter, the northern areas can even be hit by snow. 
Not quite the image we had before we arrived here. 

 We’ve had more sandstorms this year than usual, we are told. It’s 
not pleasant, I can assure you. The slightly orange-tinged sky looks 
like UK on a foggy autumn day and the dust gets absolutely 
everywhere. I thought our house was quite well insulated, but after 
one sandstorm, I can write the alphabet or do sums on our coffee table 
in a thick layer of orange dust. At worst, schools close, drivers are 
ordered to slow down – surprisingly they do obey that traffic order, 
and everyone is advised to stay indoors. It’s not great for people with 
respiratory problems. On the rare occasion that it does rain, it 
absolutely pours down, causing widespread flooding due to a lack of 
drains. 
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 Back in Wotton when I had the luxury of crawling into my warm 
bed at night, I often said a prayer for people having to work outside 
through the night, those on roadworks, the emergency services, the 
hospital staff, those having to travel at night. Especially when the 
weather is bad, those of us with regular daytime lives should be 
thankful that we don’t have to be on a night shift.  

 In Riyadh, when I’m out and about, I see people working in 
construction during the day under that relentless sun with sun-hats 
and towels wrapped around their faces to shield themselves against 
the dust (although in high summer, things slow down because you 
simply cannot work at midday) and at night, minus the sun-hats, but 
still with those towels. There is a lot of construction work going on, 
especially on the planned metro system and these guys have to carry 
on in almost all weathers. I feel a bit bad just praying for them, it 
feels like the easy way out, doesn’t it? Let’s pray anyway, that God 
relieves their discomfort and keeps them safe on their shifts, those 
working in the bone-dry desert city and those working in the 
pouring rain on the M4/M5 etc. 

 Best wishes, 

 Ima Earle 

Hmm!! 

 When parishioners of Burton Latimer used to complain about the 
cold church, the rector would remind them sternly: “Many are cold 
but few are frozen.” 

Monarch Books 

Ecclesiastical Insurance  
Offer of £130 to St. Mary’s 

To celebrate their 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical Insurance is 

offering to donate £130 to St. Mary's for every new home insurance 

policy taken out by a member of our church during 2018. One of our 

congregation has already taken out a new policy, and we have 
received £130! 

Look out for the advert elsewhere in this edition, see the poster 

displayed in the church porch, or speak to Adrian Davis. 
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Continuing in the faith 

Read: From that time, many of his followers 
turned back, no longer walking with him.      
John 6:66 

Ponder: Looking through the bargain section of 
our free paper, I was struck by certain items that kept reappearing: musical 
instruments, golf clubs, fish tanks and so on. It didn’t need much imagination 
to work out why these were for sale: they had clearly been bought by 
someone in a fit of enthusiasm, convinced that they offered an exciting new 
hobby, only for the novelty to wear off and their new ‘toy’ to be discarded. 
They had started but they couldn’t continue. 
 That, I’m afraid, is true of many who commit themselves to Christ. They, 
too, start out bursting With enthusiasm but, as soon as the first flash of 
excitement fades, they quickly lose interest. No, I am not just talking about 
others; the fact is that such a scenario can be as true of us as anyone. We. 
may think we are just as committed as we used to be, yet in reality we may 
simply be going through the motions, our faith going nowhere. In our hearts, 
like the followers of Jesus mentioned in John’s Gospel, we may have turned 
back so that we no longer walk with him. The initial act of commitment is 
easy; it's when the cost of discipleship and level of commitment required 
become clear that the real test comes. I'm reminded of the catchphrase 
immortalised by Magnus Magnusson in the TV quiz Mastermind: 'I’ve 
started, so I'll finish’. That's what faith is all about, what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus. Can we honestly echo those words?  

Ask yourself: I Are you still following Jesus with the same enthusiasm , with 
which you started out? Are you moving forwards or , slipping backwards? 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, you know that I want to follow you, but you know 
also how hard I find it to do so. Despite my good intentions, I repeatedly slip 
back into my old ways, pursuing my own ends rather than your will. Instead 
of working and witnessing for you, I am lukewarm in service and weak in 
discipleship. Instead of growing, my faith has become stale and tired, no 
longer challenging or inspiring me as in the days when I first believed.  
 Forgive me for falling away so easily. Cleanse, renew and  restore me by 
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your redeeming touch, and help me to live for you today, tomorrow and 
every day, sure and steadfast, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

Remember: Observe, then, the kindness and the severity of God: his 
severity towards those who have fallen away, but the kindness he shows to 
you, provided you continue in that kindness. If not, you too will be cut off. 
Romans 11:22 
Close: Living God, by your grace, equip, enable and enthuse me, so that I 
may faithfully walk the way of Christ, and finish what I started. Amen 

’Daily  Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 
 
 

Reach out to touch the World this 
Christmastime 

 No wrapping paper required, ribbon or tags, just knowing that by 
offering hospitality to a “Stranger Soon to Become Friend”, the 
experience will stay with you and your guest long after recycling the 
wrapping paper, storing decorations and finishing off the cold 
turkey! 

 Here at HOST UK we offer you the opportunity to engage in an 
extra special Christmas-time by opening your home to an 
international student for whom the alternative would be, not only 
being far from home and loved ones, but marking time in lonely 
halls of residence. 

 HOST UK arranges visits for International students all year 
round but, as can well be imagined, festive season hospitality is 
greatly sought after and valued. Our “festive season” will include 
the period in the Christmas run up, as well as New Year. Your guest 
will be someone keen to experience British life with all its special 
traditions and culture…and keen to share those of their home 
country. Your hospitality will be a unique gift, invariably 
remembered and treasured. Your gift to each other and to the world 
will be that of growing friendship, peace and understanding. 

 Please consider this opportunity and remember that if the festive 
season is difficult for you, we do operate all year round and hosting 
can become one of your New Year Resolutions! 

 If you should like to know more, please go to our website 
www.hostuk.org or leave us a message on: 

http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost 

http://www.hostuk.org
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost
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Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we shall be 
without a vicar, if anyone wishes to speak to someone to help 
with their enquiries, please make contact with Kate in the 
Parish office who will deal with the request, or be pleased to 
arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside 
the parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for 
assistance – 

St. Mary’s, Alan 01453 521388 or Jackie 01453 845178 
St. Martin’s, Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s, Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham, Susan 01666 890338  

Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
9.00am – 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 pm 

Wotton Library Club 
Ludgate Hill, Wotton-under-Edge GL12 7JJ 

Second Friday of the month 
10.00am -12.00 noon 

We meet monthly to choose books, recommend ones we have read 
and chat over a cup of tea and biscuits. It is a lovely, informal group 
and everyone is welcome. Just turn up! 

Transport can be provided both ways for those who need it, and there 
is also a wheelchair facility. Please telephone the library (Tel. 01453 
842115) so that it can be arranged. 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the 
Catherine Chapel on Sundays 4th and 25th. Story sacks and books 
are available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

5th: Remembrance 
12th: Caring 
19th: Music 
26th: Advent 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Church: Saturday 10th: Remembrance 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Family Services: Sunday 18th 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 

Family Discussion Time: 
How can we help people who are experiencing difficulties? 

 

Prayer 

Write down some difficult and messy situations that 

you have heard about in your community, the 

country and the world. Ask Jesus to be in the midst 

of them. Write JESUS in big colourful letters across 

the words as you pray for the people involved. 
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Diary for November 
 

in the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 

Morning Prayer is said daily Monday – Saturday at 9.00 am in the 
Catherine Chapel at St Mary’s, Wotton-under-Edge 

 

1st  Thursday – All Saints 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 

2
nd

  Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm The Cloud of Witnesses at St. Mary’s 

3rd  Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm The Cloud of Witnesses at St. Mary’s 
 

4th Sunday – 4th Sunday before Advent – All Saints and All Souls 
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
3.30pm Service of Commemoration of the Faithful Departed at 
St. Mary’s 
(no separate Evensong at 6.00pm) 

5th  Monday – Experience Remembrance 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for  
  under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to  
  the Parish Room - ‘Remembrance’ 
  10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes; 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

  7.30pm LMT in Parish Room 
6th  Tuesday – Experience Remembrance 

  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

7th  Wednesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  2.15pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 
  3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 

  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
8th  Thursday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
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  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
9th  Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  5.30pm (TBC) Remembrance Service Rehearsal at St. Mary’s 
10th Saturday,  9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘Messy 
  Church Remembrance’. Breakfast, activities and worship for  
  all ages. 

 

11th Sunday,  Remembrance Sunday 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
9.30am Family Service for Remembrance at St. Martin’s 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s (please note earlier 
time) 
10.45am Act of Remembrance at the North Nibley War 
Memorial 
10.50am Service of Remembrance at St. Mary’s followed by 
Ceremony at the War Memorial 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

12th Monday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for  
  under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to  
  the Parish Room – ‘Caring’ 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room. 

13th Tuesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  6.45pm 1st Falfield Cubs Visit to St. Mary’s 
14th,  Wednesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union    
  Corporate Communion) 
  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 
  7.30pm Wotton PCC meeting in Parish Room 
15th Thursday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

16th Friday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Sing and Social at St. Mary’s 
17th Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
18th Sunday,  2nd Sunday before Advent 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
  6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s. 

19th Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for  
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to  
the Parish Room - Music 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
2.00 – 4.00 p.m. St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

20th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

21st Wednesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

  7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in Parish Room 
22nd Thursday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

23rd Friday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 
24th Saturday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  1.00pm Baptism of Jasper Nicols at St. Mary’s 

 
25th Sunday – Christ the King 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s (no 
separate Evensong) 

26th Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to 
the Parish Room – ‘Advent’ 
10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 

27th Tuesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 2.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish 
Room 

28th Wednesday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

29th Thursday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

30th Friday  – St. Andrew the Apostle 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 

Early dates for December  
1st Saturday, 7.30pm Wotton Concert Series Concert at St. Mary’s 

2nd Sunday  – Advent Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
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9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
10.15am Parish Eucharist Service at St. Mary’s 
6.00pm Advent Service of Darkness to Light at St Mary’s  
6.30pm Advent Service of Darkness to Light at St Martin’s. 

3rd Monday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s – activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the 
Parish Room – ‘The Christmas Story, part 1’ 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
2.00 – 4.00 p.m. St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
7.30pm LMT in Parish Room 

4th Tuesday, 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

5
th 

Wednesday – St Nicholas 
9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
2.15pm Mothers’ Union Christmas meeting in the Parish Room 
5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

6th Thursday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

7th Friday,  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

8th Saturday,  9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – ‘God so 
loved the World’. Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. 

 

 
Oriana Singers 

 This year the Oriana Singers are breaking with tradition to 
enable more people to enjoy their concerts. They will be performing 
on a Monday, unusually, by popular demand on the 10th December in 
St Martin’s church, North Nibley at 7.30pm. If you can’t make 
Monday, there is a second opportunity to hear the group in St 
Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church, Dursley on Thursday 20th 
December at 7.30pm. 

 The concert will include a diverse mixture of old and new 
Christmas songs, including a new commission by Bristol composer 
Helen Jacobs called “The Miracle Hymn”. This was made famous by 
Susan Boyle in the 2013 film “The Christmas Candle” which was 
filmed in Gloucestershire. Other works in the concert will be “When 
a Child is Born” and “Mary’s Boy Child” as well as early music by 
Hassler and Sweelinck. 

 Scattered among this will be carols for the audience to sing, 
readings and poetry and delicious refreshments – all for the entrance 
fee of £8. Under 16-year-olds may enter free of charge. 
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Edmund was a king of East Anglia who was venerated as a 
martyr saint soon after his death at the hands of Danish 
Vikings, in the year 869. 

 There is much conjecture about the ancestry of Edmund. One 
account states that he was the son of King Æthelweard, another 
claims he was the youngest son of Alcmund, a Saxon king, which is 
very doubtful since there is little evidence to show that Alcmund 
ever existed. The earliest and most reliable accounts represent 
Edmund as having descended from the preceding kings of East 
Anglia. 

 Nevertheless, the story of Old Saxon origins was later expanded 
into a full legend which spoke of Edmund's parentage, his birth and 
adoption by King Æthelweard of East Anglia and his landing at 
Hunstanton to claim his kingdom. 

  He succeeded to the East Anglian throne in 855, at the age of 
fourteen, being crowned by Bishop Humbert of Elmham on 
Christmas Day. Almost nothing is known of the life of Edmund 
during the next fourteen years, except that it was recorded that 
Edmund was a model king who treated all with equal justice and was 
not influenced by flattery. It was also written that he retired for a 
year to his royal tower at Hunstanton and learned the whole Psalter 
so that he could recite it from memory. 

 In the year 869, the Danes marched through mercia into East 
Anglia and took up their quarters at Thetford. One account claimed 
that Edmund engaged them fiercely in battle, but the Danes were 
victorious, killing him and remaining in possession of the 
battlefield. 

 In the year 869, the Danes marched through Mercia into East 
Anglia and took up their quarters at Thetford. One account claimed 
that Edmund engaged them fiercely in battle, but the Danes were 
victorious, killing him and remaining in possession of the 
battlefield. 

 Now, while the conquerors may have simply killed the king in 
battle, or shortly after, the more popular version of the story, makes 
Edmund die as a martyr to Danish arrows soon after the event when 
he had refused to renounce Christ or hold his kingdom as a vassal 
from heathen overlords. It is not known which account is correct.. 

 The earliest biographer of Edmund, Abbo of Fleury, gives an 
account which had been handed down by St. Dunstan who had heard 
it from the lips of Edmund’s own sword-bearer. This version of 
events tells how Edmund himself refused to meet the Danes in battle, 

Edmund, King of the East Angles November 20th 
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preferring to die a martyr's death, with conscious parallels to the 
Passion of Christ. 

 It tells how King Edmund stood within his hall with Hinguar 
(Ivar), who discarded his weapons. He wanted to imitate Christ's 
example, which forbade Peter to fight against the fierce Jews with 
weapons. So, in the eyes of Hinguar, Edmund had submitted, and he 
was scoffed at and beaten by cudgels. Then the heathens led the 
faithful king to a tree, ‘tightened him thereto with sturdy bonds’, 
and again scourged him for a long time with straps. He called 
between the blows with belief in truth to Christ the Saviour. 

 The heathens then became brutally angry because of his beliefs, 
and how he called Christ to himself to help. They shot  missiles, as if 
to amuse themselves, until he was all covered with their spears and 
arrows, like the bristles of a hedgehog, just as Sebastian was. When 
Hinguar saw that the noble king would not renounce Christ, and 
with resolute faith always called to him, he commanded his men to 
behead the king. But even while this was happening, Edmund still 
called to Christ. Then the heathens dragged the holy man to 
slaughter, and  struck the head from him. ‘His soul set forth, 
blessed, to Christ’. 

 [In the Bernard Cornwell book ‘The Last Kingdom’, King 
Edmund talked himself into martyrdom by trying to convince 
Hinguar of the greatness of God, and the Danes recreated the 
martyrdom of  Saint Sebastian to see if a miracle would happen and 
God would protect Edmund from the arrows.] 

 [Another version, which has become a local legend, has it that, 
after being defeated in battle against the Danes at Hoxne near Eye, 
in Suffolk, some 20 miles east of Thetford, King Edmund of East 
Anglia hid under the Goldbrook bridge. The reflection of his golden 
spurs glinting in the water revealed his hiding place to a newly-wed 
couple.  Nice couple though they may have been, they gave away 
his position to the Danes who promptly captured Edmund and 
demanded that he renounce his faith. He refused and so was tied to 
a nearby oak tree. After whipping him, the Danes shot arrows and 
threw spears at him until he was entirely covered with their 
missiles - ‘like the bristles of a hedgehog’. But, even then, he would 
not forsake Christ and so was beheaded and the head was thrown 
into the woods.] 

 After giving the head and body a speedy burial, the kingdom 
rebuilt itself for several years before finally erecting a church 
worthy of Edmund's burial. Legend told that, upon exhumation of 
the body, a miracle was discovered: all the arrow wounds on 
Edmund's corpse were healed and his head was re-attached to his  
body, the only evidence of his previous decapitation being a thin, 
red line around his neck. These details induced the writers of the 
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British Museum's account of the bog body called Lindow Man to 
suggest that the body of St. Edmund recovered in the fens "was, in 
fact, a prehistoric bog body, and that in trying to find their murdered 
king, his people had recovered the remains of a sacred king of the 
old religion still bearing the marks of his ritual strangulation." 

 In 1849, an old tree in Hoxne Park, believed to have been the one 
on which Edmund had been martyred, fell down and was chopped 
up. According to the story, in the heart of the tree an arrow head was 
found. Pieces of the tree were thus kept and one of them was used to 
form part of the altar of a church which was dedicated to Edmund. 
 Percy Dearmer tells of Edmund's posthumous revenge on the 
Danes: 

“...the last heathen Danish king, Sweyn, tried to destroy Bury St. 
Edmunds. He laid siege to it, and demanded all the treasure of the 
church, else he threatened to destroy the church and kill all the 
clergy; and this he said with many taunting words about the saint 
who lay buried there. But as he was sitting on his war–horse, 
waiting to attack the town, he saw in the sky St. Edmund coming 
towards him, a crown on his head and a long bright lance in his 
hand. 'Help, friends!' he cried. 'Edmund is coming to kill me!' Then 
he fell down, and died in convulsions.” 

 Sweyn’s son, King Canute, converted to Christianity and rebuilt 
the abbey at Bury St. Edmunds. In 1020, he made a pilgrimage there 
and offered his own crown upon the shrine as atonement for the sins 
of his forefathers. 

 Venerated as a saint and a martyr in the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion, 
we remember him in the Church Calendar on November 20th.  

Doug 

 

 

 Punch Line   

“Sometimes I wonder if trying to 
interpret the ways of God to 
people becomes counter-
productive.  Perhaps there is 
more solace in simply recognising 
that God is bigger than we are, 
and that we can trust Him to 
work out everything for the 
best.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’ -  
Selwyn Hughes 
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The Amazing WD40 
(WD40 = Water Displacement 40th attempt) basic ingredient is fish 
oil 
Most people possess a can of WD40 but don't realise the vast number 
of uses for it. Here are some of them: 
 
1. Protects silver from tarnishing. 

2. Removes road tar and grime from cars. 

3. Cleans and lubricates guitar strings. 

4. Restores and cleans chalkboards. 

5. Removes lipstick stains. 

6. Loosens stubborn zip fasteners. 

7. Untangles jewellery chains. 

8. Removes stains from stainless steel sinks. 

9. Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill. 

10. Removes tomato stains from clothing. 

11. Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots. 

12. Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble floors. 

13. Keeps scissors working smoothly. 

14.Lubricates noisy door hinges and locks on vehicles, and doors in 
 the home.  

15.Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows making them easier 
to  open. 

16. Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades and other tools. 

17. Removes splattered grease on stoves. 

18. Keeps bathroom mirrors from fogging. 

19. Removes crayon from walls. 

20.Some  folks  spray  it on  arms,  hands  and knees  to  relieve 
 arthritic pain. 

---------------------- 

 

Notice from the maintenance committee at a Baptist chapel: 

The toilet has had a face lift, including a new light and tiles. The 
floor and window still need to be done. An amplification unit has 
been installed which should be a great help to those who are hard of 
hearing. 

Monarch Books 
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Word Search 
 

Starting Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Offduty  Offseason  Offal  Offbeat  Offend    

 Offensive Offer  Offhand Office Official Officiate

 Officious Offing Offprint  Offset Offshoot Offshore

 Offside   Offspring 
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The Messenger 
Faith: Living as adventurous followers of Jesus Christ 

We will remember them 
This month marks the centenary of the end of WW1. Among the 

many physical reminders of the Great War are countless 

memorials inside and outside churches together with rolls of 

honour which record the names of men and women who gave 

their lives. Remembering the end of what was sometimes called 

‘the War to end all wars’, the Church of England has launched new 

worship and prayer resources to mark the this date. On 11 

November, bells will ring out in unison from churches and 

cathedrals in villages, towns and cities across the country. Find all 

the resources and information at churchofengland.org/first-world-

war-centenary 
  

A prayer for the way of peace and reconciliation: 

Lord, strengthen our hearts, hands, and minds, to work 
together for peace; to see you in one another, and to seek your 
kingdom above all things; that your will may be done, and 
your Kingdom come, through Jesus Christ, the Lord of lords 
and King of kings. Amen. 

  
Christingle: 50 years of helping children 
This year the Children’s Society Christingle marks 50 years since 
the very first Christingle service in this country. Everyone is 
invited to join in the celebrations to make the 50th anniversary the 
biggest for Christingle yet. The money raised helps support 
vulnerable young people living with a range of serious issues 
including violence, abuse, neglect and poverty. 
  You can get free resources including Christingle Messy Church, 
collection envelopes, candles and red tape from christingle.org/
shop or call 0300 300 7000 for more information. 
 
Worship Team Training 
This training is for worship leaders, worship teams and audio 
visual teams. It’s for anyone who wants to grow in their 
understanding and practice of worship in the local church. There 
will be times to worship together as a community, to hear teaching 
on worship, share in practical seminars, and pray for each other all 
in a relaxed an informal setting. It will include audio and visuals for 
worship, resourcing and using songs. Sessions will begin in early- 
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2019. Visit gloucester.anglican.org/2018/worship-team-training/ for 
details and booking. 

Online faculty system training sessions 
The Diocese of Gloucester is introducing the Faculty Online System 
to manage all applications for faculties, List B works (Archdeacon’s 
authorisation) and List A works (de minimis). Parishes will be able 
to submit everything via an online portal, and be able to check on 
progress, see who is responsible for taking next steps of action and 
respond to any queries raised during the course of an application. 
No need to book, just drop into one of the sessions. If you can’t make 
either of these sessions, don’t panic as there will be additional 
sessions outside traditional working hours early in 2019. 
 Tuesday 6 November, 10am to 12.30pm at The Parish Room, St 

George’s Church, Nailsworth 
 Wednesday 7 November, 10am to 12.30pm at St Michael’s Church 

Centre, Bishop’s Cleeve 
 
Follow the star: the C of E’s 2018 Christmas campaign 
Thousands of Christmas services and events will be taking place in 
churches all over the country in the run-up to Christmas. Make 
your church a ‘star church’ simply by displaying a star 
prominently. The bigger and more visible, the better. Friday 21 
December will be the ‘night of the stars’. 
 Archbishops Justin Welby  and John Sentamu said, “For many 
of us, Christmas brings up so many emotions, memories and 
expectations. We have one nativity story, but it can seem like we all 
have very different Christmases. For you it might be a time of joy 
and togetherness. Or perhaps it’s all about planning and to-do lists. 
Many others can find it a sad and lonely time – nagged by the feeling 
that your Christmas is not like those ‘perfect’ ones we see in the 
media. But just like the unexpected assortment of people who were 
invited to meet the baby Jesus, #FollowTheStar doesn’t ask you to 
be perfect. It says: come just as you are to take the life-changing 
Christmas journey.” 
 https://bit.ly/2A4OY5P for more information and visit 
www.achurchnearyou.com to find out how you can celebrate at 
church this Christmas. 

Events and training 
For more details see www.gloucester.anglican.org/events/2018-01 

It’s your call: CPAS 
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 November, BMS International Mission Centre, 
Birmingham, B29 6QX 
18-30 and wondering what God wants you to do with your life? This 
weekend will help you to explore possibilities, connect with God, 
his call and others. £95 per person including course fees and 
accommodation. Students and unemployed £65. More information 
and booking at cpas.org.uk/itsyourcall 
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Advent to Epiphany: Engaging with the heart of Christmas, with 
children, schools and families 
Wednesday 7 November, 10.30am to 12.30pm, Lysons Hall, 
Hempsted, GL2 5LH 
An informal time to share resources and experiences of 
Christingle, school services and collective worship, toddler talks, 
activities, scripts and ideas. Find out about new national initiatives 
and publications. Free, open to all, refreshments provided. Book at 
https://goo.gl/vViDXM 
  
Get your church noticed—training 
Tuesday 20 November, 10am to 2pm, Oxstalls Sports Park, Plock 
Court, Gloucester, GL2 9DW 
A day of training led by Neil Pugmire, author of ‘100 ways to get 
your church noticed’. A whistle-stop tour through the tools you can 
use to put your church ‘on the map’ - branding, noticeboards, 
websites, magazines, social media, working with the media and 
more. Cost £5 on the day, booking at https://bit.ly/2pkysZv 
 
Church of England: Social Media Training 
Tuesday 13 November, 10am to 4pm, The Jerusalem Room, 4 
College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 
Join us as the CofE digital communications team delivers a virtual 
social and digital media training day for churches via live stream. 
Free event. Booking and find out more at https://bit.ly/2QIsfSu 
  
Mission shaped ministry taster morning 
Saturday 24 November, 10am to 2pm at Gloucester Farmers’ Club 
Are you and your church doing mission locally? It could be a Fresh 
Expression of church or a creative missional activity. If you’re 
interested in getting ideas and inspiration, making connections and 
getting support, come along to this morning and find out more. 
There will be a full length course running through 2019. Find out 
more and book at https://goo.gl/STB8dR 
  

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 
view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our 
website gloucester.anglican.org 
 

The Messenger 
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Choose the UK’s most 

trusted home insurer 

and we’ll donate 

£130 

to your church 

 

To celebrate our 130th anniversary, Ecclesiastical is offering to 

donate £130 to your church for every new home insurance 

policy taken out. 
 
Take advantage of this offer visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130 * 
or call 0800 783 0130 and quote TRUST130. 
 
Terms and conditions apply. 

 
 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No.24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL11JZ, UK and is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority 
 
 

 When it feels irreplaceable, trust   
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, 
lonely or bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, 
but we try to meet your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or 
in hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, 
please contact the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening 
hours, Tuesday—Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 
noon 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 
01453 844 370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 
 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Pat Forster on 01453 842557 

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first 
Monday  in the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

 
Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for 
information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
Stick with it 

Our Harvest Festival always meant a packed church and every 
available seat was put into use. One year the sidesman brought in a 
form which I had recently varnished. It was a hot autumn evening 
and the occupants of that form whose combined weight was quite 
considerable, discovered what ‘stickability’ was all about. In fact, 
they sat the final hymn out (much to the amusement of all 
concerned) and once we had finished ’Now Thank We All Our God’ I 
jumped off the organ and escaped through the vestry door. 

————— 

 Young Edward was sent to his room for misbehaving. A while 
later he emerged and informed his mother he had thought it over 
and said a prayer. “Fine,” she said, rather pleased with her son, “if 
you asked the Lord to help you not to misbehave, he will help.” 

 “Oh, I didn’t ask him that,” said Edward sweetly, “I asked him to 
help you put up with me.” 

————— 

 Once, at an open air meeting, I was asked the question, “What  is 
the shape of the soul after death?” 

 I replied, “Oblong”. 

Lord Soper 

‘Christian Crackers Through the Year’ - Monarch Books 

Deadline for the December Magazine by November 14th, noon, 
please. My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net


 

30 

LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support those who advertise 
in this Directory, although the appearance of an advertisement in no way signifies the 

endorsement of any goods or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall..................................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House ………………………………………………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...............................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….............................Mobile 07989 595077) 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……………(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...........................................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..…………………………………………….  843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care....................07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….…………………….. 07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………….……………..………(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

  

  


