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Febuary 2019

Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge

Songs of Praise - 13 January

Members from all of Wotton’s churches were represented at the Songs of
Praise organised by Revd Canon Iain Marchant as a lead into the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.

Most of the tunes were familiar to us all, though in some cases we sang
unfamiliar words to the hymns which were chosen and introduced by
Christians throughout Wotton.

We received a warm welcome from the choir and people of St Mary’s, and
fully appreciated the opportunity to be able to worship together in this way.

Let’s do it again soon.
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The Ark has now been established for
almost 24 years.

Please join the Management Committee for an
open meeting to discuss the future of The Ark and

how it might serve the community of Wotton-
under-Edge for the next 24 years.

Tuesday 12 February; 12 - 2pm
                                                              Wotton Baptist Church

Tea and coffee will be provided. Please feel free to bring your own lunch.
All welcome - we value everyone's input.

Friendship Cafe, Gloucester
Monday 11 February

7-9pm: Bring & Share Supper Evening

We will be welcoming Benjamin Ladrae to talk to us:

Benjamin walked thousands of miles from Sweden to Palestine, attracting
world-wide media coverage. His talk in Gloucester will be about one man’s
mission to try to bring about change in a peaceful way, to an area of the world
held so precious to people from all over the globe. Benjamin is a friend of local
humanitarian worker Ebrahim Musaji, who himself has been on aid missions to
Lebanon, Gaza and Syria.

Visit @BenjaminLadraa to follow his latest tweets

For further information or to arrange transport/ lift share please speak to Jane
or Roger Gunning, 01453 845232

United Ramblers
Monday 4 February

Leaving from The United Church @ 10am.

All Welcome!

Leader : Rob Carruthers 01453 844129

http://www.anchorinn-oldbury.co.uk/index.php/good-food/christmas-menu
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Messy Church Does Science
 – A WEBA CYF Network

Training Day
23 March  9.30 – 3.30

Milton Baptist Church,
Weston-super-Mare

A WEBA CYF Network Day jointly led by
Messy Church’s Lucy Moore and
President of the Baptist Union Dave
Gregory.

(Science has been a large part of Dave’s
life since his early years and played a role
in him coming to faith. He had a research
career at Imperial College, the Met Office,
the Hadley Centre for Climate Research
and the European Weather Centre.)

The day is for all those who are involved with Messy Church or who want to
explore Messy Church as a future ministry. It’s also a great opportunity for
children and youth workers to explore new ways of engaging youngsters
through science.

This is a whole day event which will include training Messy Church teams and
individuals to share their faith through science, as well as a chance to apply
what you’ve learnt in the afternoon as part of a Messy Church Event at Milton.
If you’d like to attend the afternoon event with your family, contact Alex Drew.

Tickets (cost £15 per person to include tea and coffee, but please bring your
own lunch) available from:
www.baptist.org.uk/PaymentGroup/Registration.aspx?group_id=315292

Our Own Messy Church
Saturday 9 February

9.30–11am at St. Mary’s

‘Self Confidence’

Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages

www.baptist.org.uk/PaymentGroup/Registration.aspx?group_id=315292
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Sing & Social
St. Mary’s

Friday 8 February - 6.30pm

 Come and learn some new
music at the next Sing and
Social. We will sing, break for
some drinks and nibbles and
cake and then sing some more.
You are welcome to the whole

evening or just to join for the first or second half. A great opportunity to sing
with the choir and learn some new songs.

Coffee and Cake in February

Saturday 16 February, 10 - 12
at The United Church

Coffee Morning to raise funds
for the Guide Dogs for the Blind

Association

(Brought to you by The Ladies’ Group)

Saturday 23 February, 10am
                 in the Parish Room

Coffee Morning to raise money for the Children’s Society
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Lent Talks - Discipleship

Lent Talks will be at the Baptist Church at 7.30pm on Wednesdays during
Lent, from 13 March - 10 April  Each meeting will be followed by refreshments
and a collection will be made for a charity of the speaker’s choice.

The series will cover Personal Discipleship, Discipleship at Work, Discipleship
in the World, Discipleship in Retirement, and Discipleship at Home and
Leisure.

Below is the Covenant which all of Wotton’s Churches have now
agreed to adopt to keep us working together.

Wotton Churches’ Covenant

We, as Christians of the Trinitarian churches in Wotton, commit to:

● Encourage and support one another in Christian mission and
discipleship

● Speak positively of one another in public
● Explore and seek to understand our differences and similarities
● Pray together and for each other
● Be alert to new opportunities to act together
● Work together with other groups and individuals seeking the good

of the broader community
● Encourage the Clergy to meet frequently
● Pray and work for wider Christian unity together in association with

Gloucestershire Churches Together.
● Further, we commit to the establishment of a small group

consisting of a representative of each church – clergy or other
leaders (plus a Quaker observer, TIW editor and Treasurer) to
meet at least six monthly in January and July (chair to rotate
through the churches annually).

January 2019
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See page ix for full details of this production,
including alternative dates and venues.
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‘Rock and a Hard Place’
a new play from Journeymen Theatre Age range:  17+

● Thursday 28 February, 7.30pm  Subscription Rms, Stroud
● Sunday 3 March, 4pm  Chantry Centre, Dursley
● Friday 8 March (International Women’s Day), 7.30pm  Sundial

Theatre, Cirencester College

Tickets (£7.50, concessions £5.00) from: subscription.room@stroud.gov.uk
01453 760900; Eventbrite.co.uk or ‘Inches’, 39 Parsonage Street,
01453 545644 (office hrs); boxoffice@cirencester.ac.uk 01285 654228
termtime :Tues/Fri 4.30-6pm

All profits from the play will be used to support the work of Stroud
Women's Refuge and women’s refuges across the country.
When it comes to domestic abuse, it’s more than blows that do the damage.

So when it comes to leaving, it’s a matter of a rock and a hard place.

Based on research from true experience, this play vividly presents the full
spectrum of violence in the home, from coercive control to women’s murders
at the hands of abusive partners.  Whilst the topic is sombre, ‘Rock and a hard
place’ is lively as well as challenging.  Shining a spotlight on the empowering
support provided to survivors and their children by women’s refuges, it is an
appeal to all of us to recognise this human rights issue within our communities
- and the devastating effects of cuts in refuge funding.

Duration:  65 minutes (no interval), followed by Q and A session.

Skilled writers on a range of current concerns, Quakers Lynn and Dave Morris
of the widely acclaimed Journeymen Theatre company are long experienced
professional actors.

In each play they have produced in their 10 years of writing and performing
together, the two of them keep their audience enthralled with a dozen or more
characters – and always a key issue at its heart.

The play is open for booking through Quaker meetings.

Contacts:
www.journeymentheatre.com  lynnmorris32@yahoo.co.uk
www.glosquakers.org.uk jennydaisley@hotmail.co.uk
www.stroudwomensrefuge.org   01453 764385

subscription.room@stroud.gov.uk 
http://eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:boxoffice@cirencester.ac.uk
mailto:boxoffice@cirencester.ac.uk
http://www.journeymentheatre.com/
mailto:lynnmorris32@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.glosquakers.org.uk/
www.stroudwomensrefuge.org
www.stroudwomensrefuge.org
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This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you
have any comments, or would like items included in future issues, please

contact me, Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk

Praying for the Churches
In February we remember in our prayers the Oliver Memorial Chapel at
Synwell.
Perhaps even more than the other churches, Synwell is aware of its aging
congregation but, even without a Pastor, they are a very strong,committed
meeting.
Their Chapel is a warm, welcoming little space, with memorials on the walls,
and a beautiful stained glass window in memory of Redvers Reynolds, who is
still very fondly remembered in the town.
A big thank you too, that the Chapel has welcomed the installation of one of
Wotton’s defibrillator units, attached to the outside wall. Saving lives, in this
world and the next.

Churches Together in Wotton

Following the Meeting on 19 November, Joan Deveney was
able to clarify certain points as a result of which St Mary’s
approved the Covenant which will replace the previous
constitution for Churches Together. Mary Buckley has taken
over the role of Treasurer, and for 2019 the rotating role of

Chair moves to Rev Phil Summers from the United Church.

Thank you to Roger Wyse who arranged the Living Crib on Saturday 15
December. A change of donkey this year but he behaved as well as any of the
2-legged actors.

Also thank you to Iain Marchant for arranging a United Songs of Praise
service at St Mary's on Sunday 13 January.

As this goes to press, we are meeting at each of the churches for the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity; the final (official) event being the Eucharist
for the Conversion of St Paul on Friday 25 January at 9.30am at St Mary’s,
with Open Table.

Lent Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesdays from 13 March until
10 April at the Baptist Church.  See page vi for more details.

mailto:judy.mills@live.co.uk

