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Letter from Alan and Jackie 
‘As every man hath received the gift. Even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God’ 

1 Peter 4: 10 

D O YOU NOT THINK AND FEEL the same as we do? That because 
we do not, at this moment in time, have a recognised leader to take us 

on our journey of faith, we are more than ever, each one of us, making a 
contribution towards helping in that faith journey. 

 We have been blessed over the last few months since Rob and Christine 
said goodbye by the willingness of everyone to take some of the burden of 
keeping the work of Christ in our churches as effective as we can. Almost 
five months since that retirement the church has continued to be vibrant, 
happy and full of love and faith. This has to be down to every one of our 
worshipping community recognising a need to support each other, to take 
on extra duties which need doing without the need to be asked. 

 We are sure that we are not unique and the same situation is also 
happening within the benefice at St. Martin’s, St. Kenelm’s, and at the 
Chapel, Tresham . 

 We must give grateful thanks for the tremendous efforts of our clergy 
team:   Morag,  Peter,  Sue,  Iain  and  John  for  arranging  and  leading  as 
many of  our  services  as  is  humanly  possible  for  them  to  undertake. 
We are indebted to other members of the benefice clergy team and the 
Diocese who are supporting us when we need extra help to fill the gaps. 

 As churchwardens, the biggest burden of keeping the church ‘ticking 
along’ falls to us. We have been blessed by your kind words of 
encouragement and actions from all our church members. For this we 
would like to thank you most sincerely. It means such a lot to have you all 
giving us your love and support for the work we need to do. 

 We are often asked by people on the streets of Wotton, who do not 
necessarily come to church, or may come on the odd occasion, but have an 
interest in church affairs, and know of our positions as churchwardens  
‘When will we have a new vicar?’ We then need to go into the lengthy 
discussion of the procedure for finding a new incumbent for our benefice. 

 We hope that most of our church members have some knowledge/ 
information as to where we are in that procedure as we try to keep 
everyone informed as much as possible. By the time you read this letter the 
benefice will have created the benefice profile, will have had it approved 
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by all the PCC’s in the benefice and have submitted it to the Diocese. The 
position of vicar for the benefice will have been advertised and hopefully 
we will have some applicants for interviewing in March. 
 With every blessing, 
 Alan and Jackie 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events 
for February 

 
Wednesday 6th February 2.15pm 
Parish Room 

Addressing Loneliness 

A discussion introduced by June Kent speaking on Abbeyfield 
followed by tea and biscuits. 
 

The new programme will be distributed at this meeting 
 
Wednesday 20th February 9.30am 
Corporate Communion 
This service is on the usual church calendar, but on the 3rd Wednesday 
prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ Union members. It is 
followed by coffee in the Parish Room. We welcome everyone to join 
us, both at the service and for coffee afterwards. 
 
There is no evening meeting in February. 
 

Remember, you are welcome to all our meetings and services. 
 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Preparation of a new Church Electoral Roll 
will take place between 25th February and 1st April 

 

 You are invited to have your name entered on the new roll by 
completing a new application form – necessary, whether your name is on 
the present roll or not. 
 
 Attendance and voting at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 24th 
April and holding elected parochial office are conditional on being 
recorded on the new Roll. 
 
 Please give thought to the significance of being on the Electoral Roll of 
our Parish because by doing this you will be saying that: 
 

 I support the Church of England and its work in my Parish 

 I am making a commitment to my Parish Church 

 I will take a responsible share in supporting and developing the     
    mission and ministry of the Church in my Parish through regular       
    giving 

 I will give not only money, but myself, my time and my gifts and 
    skills to God, in service both within the Church and also in the    
    wider community. 
 

 Application forms are available at the back of church. Please return in 
the box provided or directly to me. 
 

Graham Smith, Electoral Roll Officer, 20 Parklands GL12 7LT 
 

------------------------------ 
 

Church Pews 
 There has been a lot of interest in the two small pews (both two- 
seaters) at St. Mary’s. To make it fair, we shall be selling them by sealed 
bids. If you are interested, please put your bid in a sealed envelope with 
your name, telephone number and which pew you are interested in. 
(smaller, larger or either). Bids are to be given to Kate Cropper by Friday, 
22nd February. The successful bidders will be notified on Monday, 25th 
February. 
 Kate Tutty (Tel. 844371). 
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Children’s Society Box Opening 
Coffee Morning 

 The annual coffee morning for the opening of Children Society boxes 
will be held on Saturday 23rd February from 10am until noon in the 
Parish Room. As well as refreshments there will be a stall, so please come 
along and enjoy browsing and having a coffee with friends, whether you 
are a box holder or not. If you are a box holder and are unable to bring 
your box on that morning, please let me know and I will arrange to collect 
it. 

Dot Moss Tel: 844886 
 

----------------------------- 
 

Brass Cleaning 
 It is several years since the Brass Cleaning Rota was brought up to 
date. There are currently a couple of months that are not covered and I 
would be very grateful for offers to fill these gaps. Please speak to me if 
you feel you could help with brass cleaning in either July or December. 

Dot Moss 
 

----------------------------- 
 

Christingle at St Mary's 2018 
 What a wonderful time we had on Christmas Eve with the two 
Christingle services! It was made even more special as it was the 50th 
anniversary of The Children's Society celebrating Christingle. Both 
services were well attended and much appreciated by the young and old in 
our Wotton  community. We were delighted to welcome two guest 
speakers from The Children's Society. A fantastic £1,244.30 was raised 
for the much-needed work amongst the young and vulnerable by The 
Children's Society.  
 A big thank you to all who came to support, and to the army of willing 
helpers who happily gave of their time. 
 

----------------------------- 

St. Mary's Art Group 
 The group will be meeting on Friday February 1st and Friday 15th 
February. 
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Julian Trust Night Shelter 
 My thanks to all who responded so generously to the Caring at 
Christmas appeal to help the homeless attending the Julian Trust Night 
Shelter in Bristol over Christmas and beyond. A small number of Co-
Workers met in November to make up bags containing boxer shorts, socks, 
gloves, beanie hats and toiletries; a good number of these items had been 
collected and consequently thirty bags were filled. The collection on 
Sunday 9th December brought in donations of food, goods and money. The 
gifts of money came to £320 but a further £127.90 was collected at the 
Living Crib Service on 15th December making a total of £447.90. The 
donated goods and the parcels were passed on to Gloria Hammond, who 
kindly took them to the Night Shelter when she was next volunteering there. 
Again, to everyone who responded to the plight of the homeless in Bristol, 
thank you for showing you care. 

Dot Moss 
***** 

Hmm!! 
 The daring Israeli attack on Entebbe airport resulted in the death of 
Jonathan Netanyahu. A collection of his letters was later published, Self-
Portrait of a Hero. He tells how, just before the six-day war, an 
Englishman, an American and an Israeli were caught by a tribe of 
cannibals. Before being put into the pot, each was allowed a last wish. The 
Englishman asked for a whisky and got it, the American for a steak. The 
Israeli then asked the cannibal chief to kick him. At first he refused, but 
after much argument he did just that. At once the Israeli pulled out a gun 
and shot the cannibals. The American and Englishman asked, ‘If you had a 
gun all the time, why did you not shoot sooner?’ 
 “Are you crazy?” said the Israeli. “And have the United Nations call me 
an aggressor?”              The Laugh Shall Be First 

St. Mary's Sing and Social 
Friday 8 February 6.30 - 9.00pm  

Come and learn some new music at the next Sing and Social. We will 
sing,  break for some drinks and nibbles and cake and then sing some 
more.  You are welcome to the whole evening or just to join for the first 
or second half.  A great opportunity to sing with the choir and learn 
some new hymns. It will be good to have more suggestions of new 
music you would like to sing -- please contact Eddie on a Sunday or on 
07789 777008.  
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George Herbert was born in Montgomery, Wales, on April 
3, 1593, the fifth son of Richard and Magdalen Newport 
Herbert. The family was very important in Welsh border 
life, one of whose ancestors was the owner of Raglan 
Castle. After his father's death in 1596, he and his six 
brothers and three sisters were raised by their mother, 
who was patron to John Donne, the great religious thinker 
and author.  

  Herbert was educated at Westminster School and Trinity College, 
Cambridge. His first verses to be published, in 1612, were two memorial 
poems in Latin on the death of Prince Henry, the heir- apparent. 
 After taking his degrees with distinction (B.A. in 1613 and M.A. in 
1616), Herbert was elected a major fellow of Trinity and, in 1620, he was 
elected public orator. This was a post carrying dignity and even some 
authority: its incumbent was called on to express, in the florid Latin of the 
day, the sentiments of the university on public occasions. In 1624 and 1625 
Herbert became a Member of Parliament for Montgomery. In 1629, 
Herbert married his step-father's cousin Jane Danvers, while his brother, 
Edward Herbert, the noted philosopher and poet, was raised to the peerage 
as Lord Herbert of Chirbury. 
 Herbert could have used his post of orator to reach high political office 
but, instead,  he gave up his secular ambitions. Herbert took holy orders in 
the Church of England in 1630 and spent the rest of his life as rector in 
Bemerton, near Salisbury. (Sonia, our daughter-in-law lived in this parish, 
and it was in this church that she and our son, Ian, were married). 
 At Bemerton, George Herbert preached and wrote poetry; helped 
rebuild the church out of his own funds; he cared deeply for his 
parishioners. He came to be known as "Holy Mr. Herbert" around the 
countryside in the three years before his death from consumption on March 
1st, 1633. 
 Just before his death, he sent the manuscript of ‘The Temple’ to 
Nicholas Ferrar, asking him to publish the poems only if he thought they 
might do good to "any dejected poor soul." It was published in 1633, and 
such was the demand for copies that the book received thirteen printings by 
1680. 
 Herbert's poems are characterised by his precise use of language,  
metrical versatility, and imagery favoured by the metaphysical school of 

George Herbert 
Priest, Poet and Hymn Writer 

 
February 27th 
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poets. They include almost every known form of song and poem, but they 
also reflect Herbert's concern with speech---conversational, persuasive, 
proverbial. The poems are  arranged in related sequences, which explore 
and celebrate the ways of God's love as Herbert discovered them within the 
wide range of his own experience.  
 Several of his poems have become hymns. Among those which we still 
enjoy singing are: ‘Teach me, my God and King’,  ‘King of Glory, King 
of Peace, I will love thee’, ‘Let all the world in every corner sing’, and ‘The 
God of love my Shepherd is’.  
 Although he was both an ecclesiastical and a religious poet, he still has 
much appeal today in this more secular age, and  he is  remembered in the 
Church Calendar on February 27th. 

Doug 
 

 

Tuesday March 5th
 

PANCAKE PARTY 

4-5.30pm 

at St. Mary’s Church 

 
A social event for all ages to enjoy! 

 

Come and join us any time: 

 Fresh Pancakes (until we run out), 
 

 Plus tea and cake in church 

 

 Fun activities for all in church 

 

 Races on the drive, weather permitting. 
 

Donations are welcome towards costs 
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Rev’d Iain has asked John to tell us about his favourite 
charity, one in which is he is very involved. To tell us what is 
happening in a favourite charity of yours, do speak to Rev’d 
Iain or give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail 
(address at bottom of last page in the magazine). 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
Wotton-under-Edge and District Branch 

Guest Speaker Evening and Town Hall Teas 
 This year’s Guest Speaker evening at the Cotswold Edge Golf Club is 
on 28th March; our speaker is an animator from Aardmann Animations 
(Wallace & Grommit, etc). Tickets are on sale from late January. 
 The Branch is hosting Town Hall Teas on Sunday 14th April. Please 
drop in and talk to us to learn more about us or the RNLI. 

Campaigns against Drowning 
 Around 190 people drown around the UK and Irish coast each year 
(more than are killed in cycling accidents); almost half go out with no 
intention of getting wet; more than half who drown do so in the first few 
minutes due to Cold Water Shock. The activity, causing most drownings is 
– Coastal Walking! 
 World-wide, an estimated 360,000 people drown each year; over 90% 
of these drownings occur in Africa and Asia. In many parts of Asia, 
drowning is now the leading killer of children over the age of 1; in 
Bangladesh alone, 50 children drown every day. 
 The RNLI is working with other organisations to make a difference 
(both at home and overseas). This includes: 
 At home - Respect the Water and FLOAT messages 
 Overseas - Providing support and training to: 
 the volunteers of the Hellenic Rescue team – who are at the forefront of 

rescuing exploited migrants in the Mediterranean. 

 the CIPRB (in Bangladesh) – who provide lifeguards and safety 
training on the 120km-long beach at Cox’s Bazaar. 

 The monies used by the RNLI for its international work have been 
donated specifically for this purpose. 

Further information is available on the RNLI website as follows: 
 Water Safety: https://rnli.org/safety/respect-the-water. 
 International work: https://rnli.org/what-we-do/international. 
 
John Barnett (E-mail: jabwrnli@gmail.com; Tel: 01453 844709; Branch 
website: ) 

mailto:jabwrnli@gmail.com
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Citizen’s Advice celebrates 60 years in 
Stroud! Can you help us find 60 new donors? 
 Your local Citizen’s Advice is a charity which offers free, 
independent, impartial and confidential information, advice and 
support to the local community. As a charity it depends on the 
goodwill of its supporters which includes local councils, trusts and 
also many individuals. 

 We have just celebrated our sixtieth year of service to Stroud and 
District and are seeking to enrol 60 more long term financial 
supporters in order to ensure the continuation of our service in the 
future. Can you help, please? 

 We ask that you consider making an annual pledge to us in the 
form of a standing order - as little as £5 a month is a valuable 
contribution, especially if you are also able to allow us to collect Gift 
Aid on your donation. 

 If you would like to become one of our 60 new supporters please 
phone us on 0808 800 0510 and ask us to send you the necessary 
forms. 

 See below an example of the advice we can give:- 

Keeping Warm This Winter 
Energy Projects at Stroud and Cotswold Districts Citizen’s 

Advice 

 We are working to provide advice to energy consumers to help 
save money on their gas and electricity bills and access any other 
help available. 

 We can do this by helping to find the best deal for them, check if 
they can get the Warm Home Discount of £140.00 a year, check 
they are on the most suitable tariff for them and discuss energy 
saving measures. Our advisers will help people through the 
switching process or show them where to find the information to help 
themselves. 

 We can also help with any other energy related issues like 
disputes over bills, complaints, energy efficiency and grants. 

 For a one-to-one energy appointment call your local advice line: 

Stroud District freephone 0808 800 0510 
Cotswold District freephone 0808 800 0511 
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Diary for February 
 

for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 

1st Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
2nd  Saturday. 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
3rd Sunday - Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Holy Communion at the Chapel of Ease, Tresham 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
4th  Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under- 
  fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish   
  Room – Two Houses 
  10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room  
  7.30 LMT in Parish Room 
5th   Tuesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
6th   Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  2.15pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 
  7.45 pm Alderley and Tresham PCC Meeting at Wortley Farmhouse 
7th  Thursday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
8th  Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 6.30pm Sing and Social at St. Mary’s - Come and learn some new  

music at the next Sing and Social. We will sing, break for some   
drinks and nibbles and cake and then sing some more. You are  

 welcome to the whole evening or just to join for the first or second  
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 half. A great opportunity to sing with the choir and learn some new 
songs. 

9th   Saturday 
  9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s - breakfast, activities  
  and worship for all ages – ‘Self Confidence’ 
 
10th  Sunday– 4th before Lent 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
  9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
11th  Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under- 
  fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish   
  Room – St. Valentine 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room. 
12th  Tuesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
13th  Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

  7.30pm Wotton Finance Committee Meeting in Parish Room 

14th  Thursday – Valentine’s Day 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
15th  Friday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
16th  Saturday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  7.30pm Wotton Concert Series Concert at St. Mary’s 
 
17th  Sunday– 1st Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
  6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
18th  Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 



 

12 

  10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – meet in Parish Room for   
  activities and crafts for under-fives and carers 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 
19th  Tuesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
20th  Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union Corporate 
  Communion) 
21st  Thursday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
22nd  Friday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
23rd  Saturday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10am Children’s Society Coffee Morning in Parish Room 
 
24th  Sunday – 2nd Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
25th  Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under- 
  fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish   
  Room – The Great Feast 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room. 
26th  Tuesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room; 
27th  Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
28th  Thursday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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Dates for Early March 
1st   Friday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
2nd  Saturday 

9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 

3rd  Sunday 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’ 
4th   Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 
5th  Tuesday – Shrove Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 4pm – 5.30pm Pancake Party at St. Mary’s 
6th  Wednesday – Ash Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  2.15pm Mothers’ Union in Parish Room 
  6.00pm Evening Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  7.30pm Evening Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
7th   Thursday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 

Readings for February 
3rd Candlemas 
  Malachi 3: 1-5;     Hebrews 2:14-end;   Luke 2: 22-40 

10th, 4th Sunday before Lent 
  Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-end];     1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; Luke 5: 1-11 

17th 3rd Sunday before Lent 
  TBA 

24th 2nd Sunday before Lent 
  Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-end; Revelation 4;    Luke 8: 22-25 
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Choir Notes 
 On behalf of myself and the choir I wish you all a very happy 
and healthy 2019, albeit rather belatedly. 

 I am thrilled to be able to report that since writing in the last 
magazine we have been joined in the choir by four new members, 
two of school age and two wishing they were still that young! 

 I am resurrecting the reward system for school-age choristers that 
enables them to work toward medals and examinations of the Royal 
School of Church Music and, hopefully, this will encourage new 
members and also existing young choristers in their attendance. If 
you feel you would like to join them in their music-making, or 
know of others that would enjoy being involved, then please contact 
me either in church or on 07789777008. Remember, age is no 
barrier (young or more mature) and there is no audition. So come 
and enjoy both the singing and social aspect of the choir. 
Remember, singing is a very healthy activity. 

 Choral Evensong in February will include Stanford’s “Ye choirs 
of New Jerusalem” and “Blessed are the pure in heart” by Walford 
Davies. 

 Looking to the future, we are planning to sing Stainer’s 
“Crucifixion” on Passion Sunday, 7th April, so please come and 
support this event either as a singer or member of the congregation. 
There are several congregational hymns in this work. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church 
music please see me on a Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 

***** 

Hmm!! 

 Harry left his place in the choir and made his way to the lectern for the 
first lesson. He ascended the steps and began to read from Isaiah in his 
deep bass voice: “Thus says the Lord, I am the Lord your God.” 

 With the satisfaction of one who has discovered the truth at long last, 
four-year-old Timothy looked up and said, “Oh, so that’s who God is!” 

Monarch Books 
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Save the Date 

VINEY HILL CAMPING AND SOCIAL 

WEEKEND IS FROM 21st – 23rd June 2019 

 

 St. Mary’s has booked the Viney Hill Christian Outward 
Bound Centre in the Forest of Dean, near Lydney for another 
summer weekend. 

 Get to know those at St Mary’s in this relaxed atmosphere, 
with plenty of time to chat, share a meal and join in activities if 
you choose. We hold compline before bed and a service before 
lunch on Sunday. 

 The surroundings are ideal for a walk or bike-ride and we 
enjoy an evening talent show and bonfire chat (weather 
permitting). Saturday’s organised activities include: Archery 
and raft building (we have reserved the lake this year!) which 
are led by a qualified instructor (additional cost approx. from 
£14 to £15.50 each). We also have free activities for the young 
and old to join. 

No need to pitch a tent (they are pre-erected) or you can stay 
in one of the Cabins. 

Food is included in the price with inside=facilities for preparing 
and serving meals and a lounge for relaxing. 

Cost subject to confirmation: Weekend: adults/8+yrs £47 pp; 
school age to 8yrs £35 pp; 1-7yrs £20 pp; under 1 free.  

Saturday: £14 per adult/8+ yrs; £5 per 1-7 years. 
 

Enquiries please contact Mrs. Teresa Pottinger, telephone 
01453 843272 or teresa.pottinger@talk21.com 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

mailto:teresa.pottinger@talk21.com
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 Green Policy 
Imagine someone spending time and effort 
painting a beautiful picture, only to have it 
vandalised by some inconsiderate and cruel 
person. How do you think the artist would feel? 
I think I’d be distraught. If that’s the case, I 
wonder how God feels about the way this 

thoughtless and selfish generation is, at times, destroying His creation. Bishop 
Trevor Huddleston once said, ‘We forget that this is God’s world, created and 
sustained by him, and not ours “to do with what we like”. We must recover, before 
it is too late, a Christian theology of Creation.’ 

 The Leadership Team of Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, has adopted a 
Green Policy. This is an endeavour to help our church play its part in caring for the 
environment. There’s much work to do, but at least we’ve made a start and a 
commitment to be ‘stewards’ of creation. Tim Cooper writes, ‘In recent times this 
concept of stewardship is often mistakenly understood solely in the context of 
financing the Church. It has become too closely identified with raising money for 
the needs of the Church, instead of using appropriately all of the resources which 
God has entrusted to us — our time, energy and money, and especially the gift of 
God’s creation.’ 

MAYBE TODAY is a day for introducing a Green Policy into your life or household. 
This is for God’s sake, for your own benefit, and with concern for future 
generations. 

 Ponder this thought that was coined by twentieth-century environmentalist 
David Brower (possibly a native Indian proverb): ‘We do not inherit the earth from 
our ancestors, we are borrowing it from our children.’ 

 Being green is not a trendy fad; it’s about living responsibly and considerately. 

PRAYER 
Creator God, help me to live carefully and purposefully every day, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

BIBLE READING 

 Adam and Eve--Eden’s Caretakers. Genesis 2:15-25  
 In Awe of the Creator. Psalm 8  
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FURTHER REFLECTION  
Enjoy the earth gently  
Enjoy the earth gently  
For if the earth is spoiled  
It cannot be repaired. 
Enjoy the earth gently. 

    West African Poem 
SMILE 
‘How is it one careless match can start a forest fire, but it takes a whole box to start 
a barbecue? Anon 

‘Maybe Today’, Tony Miles -- Kevin Mayhew 
 

-------------------------- 
Hmm!! 
 An inexperienced teacher stood at the blackboard writing down the Ten 
Commandments as the class called them out. 
 ‘Keep Sunday holy,’ said one. 
 Another said, ‘You shall not steal’. 
 ‘Don’t commit adultery,’ said another. 
 ‘What’s adultery?’ came the question she hoped would not be asked. 
With great presence of mind she replied, ‘Adultery is when a male and a 
female live together, but are not married.’ A silence followed. The 
explanation seemed to satisfy. 
 ‘Any more commandments?’ 
 ‘Don’t tell lies,’ said a boy. 
 She breathed a sigh of relief. The crisis was past. But then another boy 
raised his hand and said, ‘I live with my mother and we’re not married. Are 
we committing adultery?’ 

***** 
 Once at a civic dinner I met John, a former university classmate, whom I had 
not seen for forty years. I had aged so much that he did not recognise me! The 
following morning, as I was shaving, I got to thinking about this. As I looked at my 
reflection in our new bathroom mirror, it suddenly struck me that they don’t make 
good mirrors any more! 

***** 
 A man waited wearily while the barber gave the customer before him a 
summary of the current political situation. At last, when his turn came, the barber 
said, ‘And how would you like your hair cut?’ 
 ‘Preferably in silence!’ 

The Laugh Shall  be First 
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Word Search 
C….C 

 
Cadillac  Cambric  Catholic  Caustic 
Celtic  Ceramic  Chaotic   Cherubic
Chic  Chromatic  Chronic  Citric  Civic 
Classic  Cleric  Clinic  Colic  Comic
Conic     Cosec  Cosmic  Critic  Cubic 
Cyclic  Cyclonic  Cynic 

 
 



 

19 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday in 
the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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 House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please ring Jean Fryer (842625) for 
information. 
 

Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, 
just after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  
 
THURSDAYS 

John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 
7.30 pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
Hmm!! 

 Paula, aged six, had been praying for the healing of the very sick father 
of two of her playmates. Then, suddenly, he no longer featured in her 
evening prayers.  

 “Aren’t you going to ask God to make Mr. Jones better?” prompted her 
mother. 

 At this, the little girl put her hands together, bowed her head and said, 
“Dear Jesus, you’ve had plenty of time to make Mr. Jones better. I shan’t 
remind you again.” 

---------------------------------- 
 A lad came home from the church youth club and said, “Dad, I’ve got a 
part in the play.” 
 “What is it?” his dad asked. 
 “I play a man who’s been married for 20 years.” 
 “Never mind,” said his father. “Next time you may get a speaking part.” 

---------------------------------- 
 A little boy couldn’t understand the verse of the hymn that says:  

“Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees.” 

 “Why would anyone want to sit upon Satan’s knees?” he asked. 
 Monarch Books 

Deadline for the March Magazine by February 14th, noon, please. 
My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


