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nd
 APRIL 
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MOLLY’s GREAT EASTER  

EGG HUNT & CREAM TEAS 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO CHILDREN & 
YOUNG ADULTS LIVING WITH TYPE 1 DIABETES  

BY KIND PERMISSION OF DEBBIE & WALTER ELEY 
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Nibley Festival is very pleased to 
announce the Julian Trust as its 
main Charity Partner for this year.   
The Trust was set up by Meg Grimes 
in 1986, as an emergency night 
shelter for homeless people in 
Bristol.  It receives no public or government funding, 
and is solely dependent on voluntary donations and 
practical help.  There are no paid staff members. 

 

On the evening 
of Comic Relief 
day, Sarah, 
Shaenna and 
Catherine 
found little to 
laugh at when 
visiting the 
Shelter, and 
getting to 
understand first
-hand the plight 
of those that 

find themselves in such a desperate situation, with no 
home to go to, sleeping rough around the city in the 
most appalling conditions.  We were kindly driven down 
by Nibley resident Alan Kennett, who’s been actively 
involved with the charity for a number of years.  We 
were given a guided tour of the facility, and were hugely 
impressed by how organised and well run it is.  Its shift 

volunteers for the night number around 15, and were 
very busy in the kitchen preparing food for guests due 
to be let in at 9.30pm.  
 

There are just 18 emergency beds at the Shelter, with 
an average of 60 meals served per evening.  Although 
expenses are kept to a minimum there are overheads to 
pay, such as heating, cleaning, catering etc, and it costs 
around £80,000 a year to finance. 
The Trust welcomes donations in any form, and to find 
out exactly what is needed, and how you can help, visit 

www.juliantrust.org.uk.             

“To love a human 
being is to accept 
him as he is.  If 
you wait until he is 
different you are 
only loving an 

idea.” 

Dame Julian  
of Norwich. 

  North Nibley historical group 

 

Thursday 2nd May at 7.30pm 

            at Nibley House  

 

A History of Chipping Sodbury - 

From Stone Age to Waitrose 

With Jim Elsworth 
 

 

 

 All welcome.    

 

Members £3.00  

Non—members £4.00 

   

At the Historical Group meeting in March the  talk 

by Fiona Waring on the Women’s Land Army  

reminded some in the audience of local connections. 

Sure enough when asked Frances Brown produced a 

photo of her late father, Basil Tudor, supervising   a 

group of women harvesting potatoes whilst being 

observed by Queen Mary at Slimbridge. A second 

photo shows some male workers in the background 

watching the visit with interest.  Mr Tudor was the 

area supervisor and trained the Land Girls locally, 

but Frances says they didn’t actually work at 

Waterley Farm.        See Page 11 for Danny Ayres’ 

memories of prisoners of war and  Bristol school 

girls working at the local farms. 

Mr Basil Tudor of Waterley Farm 
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Our meeting on March 11th 
welcomed Dave Shipp and Memories 

of Sodbury Market.  His father was 

for many years the Market 

Superintendent which gave us a 

picture of the past when there was a weighbridge 

in the middle of Chipping Sodbury’s High Street.  

On a Tuesday it was transformed with cattle and 

sheep, (the pigs went to Yate Market) and was 

very much a social occasion as well. With the 

help of old images it was possible to see how 

much was altered from the 1920’s and 30’s, roads 

widened and houses demolished - an interesting 

view. 

April 8th brings us the second instalment of Girls     

in Patagonia presented by Val Quest and Lorraine 

Smith as they move on to the Falkland Islands.  

Not to be missed!  

Meetings   2nd Monday of the month at 2.30 pm 

in the Village Hall. 

           Visitors and new members welcome 

Happenings at the Hall 
 

See our web site for details of  the facilities, events and how to make your bookings 
www.northnibleyhall.org.uk 
NO fees increase for 6 years! 

 

EYE 

VILLAGE 

April 2019: This month we will be talking to the children about Easter and celebrating St 

George’s Day (23 April).  We will also be talking about baby animals. 

 

Remember … the Pre-school will be running an Easter Egg Hunt starting at the 
Village Hall and leading participants around the village.     The date to keep is 
Tuesday 16 April .  Look out for posters around the village advertising the event. 

 

If you are interested in your child joining our pre-school there are some places available for this year.         

We accept childcare vouchers and the Nursery Education Grant for those children who are eligible for the    

15 hours per week (universal entitlement) and have spaces for the 30 hours (extended entitlement) free 

childcare hours.  We are happy to give information on the 30 hours if required, please don’t hesitate to contact 

us.  Also as a registered provider with Gloucestershire County Council, we are able to accept funding          

for 2 year olds. 

We operate in North Nibley Village Hall, Monday 9.00am to 1.00pm and Tuesday-Friday 9.00am-3.30pm 

(term time only).  You can contact us, during session times, on 01453 297493 or out of hours please leave      

a message on 07842280220 and we will call you back.  Or drop in and meet our lovely staff and children. 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Annual Parish Meeting—7 pm on 8th April—Village Hall– for YOUR benefit 
Guest Speakers :   Neighbourhood Warden   Andy Beamish 

Police Community Support Officer   Hazel Walkley 
NN School Representatives 

Local organisations will also receive their grant cheques 
 

Our new Parish Councillor is Dan Roberts of Knoyle House, Wotton Road 
 

Are you interested in First Responder and/or First Aid skills training?  
The PC will arrange free half day courses in the Hall if at least 8 people show interest.  

Contact the Clerk - elizabethoakley317@yahoo.co.uk  
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W ell known 

l o c a l 

h o s t e l r y 

The New Inn, situated in the 

idyllic hamlet of Waterley 

Bottom, at the end of the 

North Nibley valley, has 

been awarded Cider Pub 

of the Year 2019 by the 

local branch o f the 

Campaign for Real Ale 

(CAMRA).  The pub was 

judged top from 40 pubs in 

the Dursley & District Area, 

which st retches from 

Sharpness to Kingscote and 

Tytherington to Tormarton.  

The result came by virtue of 

local members of CAMRA who visit pubs in their area 

throughout the year and vote on the quality and range of ciders 

on offer and the ambiance of the establishment. 

On Saturday Peter Corfield, Chairman of the local sub branch 

of CAMRA, along with other local members, attended The 

New Inn to present landlord Les Smitherman with his 

congratulations and a framed certificate.  Peter said that the 

award was well deserved as there had been 6 strong contenders 

for Cider Pub of the Year title this year.  The pub will now be 

put forward as the district’s representative for the 

Gloucestershire Cider Pub of the Year award. 

The New Inn is a freehouse which has been licensed since  

 

1875.  Previous to this it 

was a ‘Jug and Bottle’ 

establishment, and men 

from the valley and from 

Wotton and beyond, would 

pass by on the way to work 

and stop for a sustaining 

tipple prior to tackling the 

hike over Breakheart Hill 

to Dursley.  Owned by a 

variety of breweries in the 

i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s , 

including the long-gone 

Coombe Valley Brewery, it 

has been an independent 

establishment since its 

ownership by the Moons in 

the 1930s.  Les is only the 

5th owner and landlord 

since then and has been in residence since 2004.  Although 

also offering real ale and many other tipples, as well as 

excellent food, the pub is best known for its 15 ciders on offer 

at any one time – including Tyndale Gold from local cider 

maker The Wild Cider Co in nearby Wick, as well as those 

from further afield.  John Barnes from the Wild Cider Co 

attended the presentation to add his congratulations to Les for 

the award. 

Every August The New Inn holds a well established month 

long cider festival with over 30 ciders on offer, as well as 

live music and fancy dress events at the weekends.  Its 

award-winning rural garden is the perfect place to enjoy a 

cool cider in the most peaceful of settings. 

NEW  INN  WINS  CIDER  PUB  OF  THE  YEAR  AWARD 

Les Smitherman, (L) and Peter Corfield, Chairman CAMRA 

Dursley & District Sub Branch (R)  

Did you know there's a North Nibley 

Community Facebook Page? Set up 

and administered by Jessie Marsh it 

provides a very useful information 

point and forum for all things Nibley.  Such things 

as community events, lost and found, requests for 

lifts, recommendations or other assistance, up to 

date information on road closures, crime alerts , 

things of historical interest and all sorts. Check it 

out and sign up as a member if you're interested. 

We know that not everyone is on,  or is  a fan of 

Face Book, but you could always delegate to /ask 

someone else to keep you informed of anything 

that might be helpful or relevant to you.  

We have been enjoying our chats over a cuppa in Dinneywicks, Kingswood, every 

Thursday, so we have decided to change our times slightly so we can enjoy the tea/

coffee and cake that Dinneywicks now have on offer in the afternoons. 

 We will be there between 1pm and 3pm and look forward to meeting whoever joins us. 

Of course, if a few decide to meet for lunch there anytime we could do that too. 

 Open to anyone living with or caring for someone with dementia. 

 Chris and Amanda    07870 334553 

Dementia Connections 
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What a Plonker! 

I write this article in the sincere hope that disclosing my 
stupidity may save someone else from falling for one of 
the many sophisticated scams that are now so prevalent. 
Last year, along with many others in the village, our 
broadband service was terrible and I spent many hours 
and numerous calls on the telephone with an overseas 
Talk Talk call centre. 
One November morning I took a landline call from Talk 
Talk apologising for the months of disruption and failed 
replacement routers and offering to make some 
improvements to finally rectify the problems. They 
explained that some settings on my laptop were causing 
error messages which needed to be fixed to improve the 
service. 
As they had called me I took the precaution of 
requesting some accreditation and they offered me my 
account number, postcode etc. and I was satisfied this 
was Talk Talk. 
During the course of this and two subsequent calls that 
morning from different departments within Talk Talk I 
was persuaded to grant them remote access to check 
security settings and they demonstrated 5200 error 
messages on the screen. The process of clearing these 
errors then started when they explained that My 
NatWest on line account would need to be accessed to 
check that sites security settings. I then accessed my 
account and they went into the security tab. In order to 
make the necessary changes I was then asked to use my 
card and reader and the clean-up process continued. 
These calls had now lasted over 2 hours and I had an 
appointment elsewhere. When I explained this they said 
it may take several more hours and to leave the 
connection open and check back with them on my 
return. 

Some 10 minutes later while in the 
car my wife, who had overheard 
snippets of the conversations, said 
she was suspicious of the calls and      

I immediately checked with my on line account. 
In that time a large sum of money had been fraudulently 
withdrawn from the account of North Nibley 
Congregational Chapel for whom I act as Treasurer. 
Despite the fact that at no time had I opened the 
payment page or authorised any transaction the 
fraudsters had succeeded in disabling all the banks 
triggers for issuing any text warnings or unusual 
activities warnings. 
In hindsight I can see how I was conned, but believe me 
they were very convincing. 
I am happy to report that all the monies have now been 
recovered after a long and protracted fight with the 
bank and the support of my fellow Trustees. 
My advice to you all is never believe a phone call, email, 
or letter involving money is genuine without checking 
first by ringing them on the number/email/address that 
you already use, not the one in their communication.   
 

 I would urge you all to be vigilant not just for yourselves 
but for your family, friends and especially for the elderly 
and vulnerable known to you. 

Richard Morris  –   Treasurer  -  North Nibley Chapel  

      
   Cyber Fraud 

Come and hear how  
to be cyber safe. 

Darren Peters will be leading       
a session. 

 

In The Chapel  on Monday April 1st at 7.30pm 

 
An Introduction to Sign Language 
Geraldine Breen                                                   

In the Chapel on Monday April 8th at 7.30pm             

 

The Chapel 

will be having 

a stall at the 

Spring Fayre 

selling Ladies’ Accessories – 

hats, scarves, gloves, 

jewellery.       

Please leave  contributions   

in the chapel foyer.  
 

All support  

will be much 

appreciated. 
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 www.northnibleychapel.org.uk  

The Chapel is available for weddings,  
christenings, and funerals.  

Contact: Rosie Casken, Chapel Development 
Worker, mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk         

07977454083  
Dave Purnell   

 

REGULAR COMMUNITY  
EVENTS  

at the CHAPEL 
 

TABLE TENNIS   
Tuesdays in term time 10 - 11.30 am 

£1.50 includes coffee and biscuits 

COMMUNITY CHOIR      
Tuesday evenings  7.30pm                        

Led by Rowan Armes (Term time only) 
All welcome to join—any queries 

contact rowanarmes@btinternet.com 

DANCEFIT  
Every Thursday 10.00 - 11. 00 am 

£5 a session p-a-y-g-. Come and join us  

 

DRAMA  CLUB  
Every Friday 6.00 - 7.00 pm in term time 
For kids in years 5,6 &7.  £2.50 a session. 

HATHA YOGA 
Mondays 9.30am £7 per session        

ART CLUB  
Every Wednesday 10.00am - 12.30pm  

A very peaceful way to spend a morning. 
Not sure if it’s for you? Pop your head 
round the door and come in for coffee 

and chat . No regular commitment.  

               Wednesday 10am-12pm 

        CHAPEL CAFé   
 

Come and enjoy coffee, tea,    
cake and good company. 
 
ALL WELCOME! 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                          

Throughout Lent, the Chapel are supporting a social enterprise that is 
particularly close to member Nona Rushton’s heart; a baby-bank called 
Kid’s Stuff.  The project, which is based in Brimscombe and covers all the 
Stroud District, aims to reduce poverty and isolation through providing 
good quality pre-loved, nearly new and new baby and children’s items for 
families in need.  Support is accessed through referrals to enable families 
to be given things they need for free.  In addition, Kid’s Stuff also run a 
shop that is open at their warehouse on Thursdays, Fridays and the 1st 
Saturday of the month, for high quality toys , books and clothes for 0-2’s.  
The money raised through this part of the project is used to buy items 
that are needed that cannot be passed on (e.g. car seats) and for the 
running costs of the project. 
Nona says “When we were pregnant, we were also homeless and 
penniless and babies require lots of expensive stuff in the early days.  
Having a referral for support from Kid’s Stuff was a huge answer to prayer 
and a great comfort because it meant that I knew that we could access 
anything we needed that we couldn’t afford or that our families or friends 
weren’t able to help with.  Now that we have our benefits in place,              
I regularly visit the shop in Stroud as the clothes and toys are almost 
brand-new and priced so that we can easily afford them.  It’s also great to 
be able to have somewhere to give items we have outgrown to be passed 
on to and support others in need.” 
Kid’s Stuff will be running a ‘pop-up shop’ on Wednesday 3rd April from 

10am -12 at the Chapel coffee morning.  Please come along and support 

them and find out more about the amazing job they do helping local 

families.  During Lent, they have provided a list of 40 items they are 

hoping to have donated.  The ‘item of the day’ will be posted on our 

Facebook page and there is a box in the entrance to the Chapel for 

contributions, where you can collect copies of the full list (also available 

on our website).  If you, or someone you know may benefit from a 

referral, please contact the Chapel or call Kid’s Stuff on 01453 367750. 

                              

           10.00am
           

         19th April
   

                                 Walk of Witness      
Start at 10am from the Chapel and  
walk  to the Church for a short service 
and hot cross buns.  All ages welcome.  

 

An Hour before the Cross 

2.00—3.00pm   : at St Martin’s Church                                      

Contemplation led by Revd Peter Marsh    

  

SUNRISE   

 SERVICE      

ON NIBLEY KNOLL. 

     6.00AM * FOR 6.30AM  

      BREAKFAST IN THE CHAPEL AFTERWARDS.  
(*Meet at the bottom of the lane at 6.00am. David Purnell will 
provide  transport for those  who are unable to walk up the hill.) 

 

9.30am Easter  Day Eucharist  
at St Martin’s Church. 

 
 

6.00pm  Easter Evening       

Poems and Songs 

A modern, informal family service  
around the font at the Church.  

ALL WELCOME! 

Sunday 21st April 

Oriana  
Singers 

19th April at 7pm 
St. Martin’s Church 

 

Music and verse 
for Good Friday 
Works by Elgar,  

Beethoven,                 
Michael Haydn 

 

Admission Free 

ST MARTIN’S  
CHURCH   

 

SERVICES DURING APRIL 
 
Sunday 7th:  LENT 5 
9.30am: Parish Eucharist 
 

Sunday 14th : PALM SUNDAY 
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Family  Service 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 19th: 
10am at Chapel: Walk of Witness 
2pm An hour before the Cross 
 

Sunday  21st:  EASTER DAY 
6am for 6.30am Sunrise Service  
on Nibley Knoll 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 
6.00pm Easter Evening Service  
 

Sunday 28th :   EASTER 1 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

 
 

APRIL               CLEANING ROTA     
7th    Wynne Holcombe 
14th  Dawn Shepherd and Sarah Aston  
21st   Carole Smith 
28th   Anita Fletcher and Di Findlay 

  FLOWER ROTA 

  7th            No flowers in Lent 
14th                          “ 
   Saturday 20th Decorating for Easter 
 28th     Anita Fletcher  and Di Findlay 

Wednesday 3th April 

2.15pm: Geoff Hill speaks 

and answers questions on          

St Mary’s Re-ordering  
 

Wednesday 17th April 

7.45pm  

Kat Gibson speaks on her 

travels  

As the Sparrow Flies 
 

 Meetings are held in the  

Parish Rooms,   

Wotton-under-Edge 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader)  

Tel: 01453 845157   

 

Rev’d Peter Marsh 01453 547521  
(not after 7.00 pm, please)                
pcemarsh@gmail.com  
Churchwarden, Wynne Holcombe  
01453 542091          

WEBSITE   
northnibleychurch.uk  

Monday 29th April  
 Annual Parochial  
Church Meeting  

7.00pm at the Church 

Parish served from Thornbury 

VIGIL MASS 5.30pm SATURDAY 

NO Mass on Sundays 
Maundy Thursday  

18th April 5.30pm  Mass of the Last Supper  & washing  of the Feet 

Good Friday 19th April 3.00pm Commemoration of  Our 

Lord’s Passion with Holy Communion 

Holy Saturday 20th April 5.30pm Easter Vigil and First Mass 

of Easter Celebration 
Masses at Christ the King, Thornbury: Sunday 8.30 and 11.00am 

Weekday Masses: usually twice weekly 9.15am - check weekly 

bulletin & website for  details   www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before or after Masses  

Emergency Contact: Father George Malecki on 07539 289248 or 
Thornbury Parish Office on 01454 412223 for non urgent matters. 

Rosie’s ramblings for Easter 
 

I have always regarded autumn                     
as my favourite season of the year.  When I stop to reflect on this, I realise it is because, until the last few years, I have 
always been involved in education where the autumn heralds a new school year. Like the first footprint on freshly fallen 
snow, there is something very special about a blank exercise book waiting for the first strokes of the pen. New beginnings 
are full of promise and opportunity and the sense of a fresh start is a something I have always welcomed.  

This year I have had more time to appreciate the wonders of the spring season. Buds and blossoms and green shoots have 
made my heart sing and nature’s glorious renewal has both excited and delighted me. I know that I, too, 
need to be refreshed and renewed and to put past mistakes and disappointments behind me.  
I am so grateful for the message of Easter which is one of hope and rebirth – the ultimate fresh start.      
To have a God who will give us a clean slate every day and who offers us new life in all its abundance is    

a gift beyond measure.                                                                                Happy Easter to you all. 

D e a r  F r i e n d s  a t  N i b l e y , 
It has been a treat for me recently to lead 
a monthly service at St.Martin’s, after 
something of an interval when we were 
so well provided with clergy, and to find 
the village in such good heart.  Churches 
Together seems to have blossomed, and 

to be reaching out to people on the “fringe”.  If Christians 
cannot agree among themselves, they can hardly expect the 
rest of the world to take much notice. You have had joint 
Remembrance and Harvest services, provided Christian input 
and logistic support at the Music Festival, a village lunch, and 
raised £213 for Christian Aid at the Pancake lunch, all washed 
down with regular weekday coffee at the Chapel. Coming up 
are Good Friday and Easter observances.  Much of this is 
thanks to the efforts of Rosie Casken and Peter Marsh. 
These things are precisely what Jesus told us to do,                

                                     (John 17 : 20-23 is a good start).  
They are a great encouragement when so many find the 
churches irrelevant : long may they continue.                

              Every blessing at Easter,  Iain Marchant.  

Pancakes & Ploughmans Lunch.      £213 was raised having an enjoyable time, 
to be sent to Christian Aid. Many thanks to all who supported the event by 
coming along or helped in any of many ways! 
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North Nibley Football Club Update 

With the football season drawing to a close, North 

Nibley FC have given themselves a fantastic chance of 

securing the treble...and yes I mean the treble! 

Nibley currently sit atop Stroud Divison 5 having only lost 

2 games all season and are a semi-final win away from 

p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  C h a r i t y  C u p  F i n a l . 

Most importantly a fanstastic 6-2 win away against 

Cheltenham league side Smith’s Athletic Reserves has 

booked a place against local rivals Charfield in The 

County Cup Final. (This is the same competition we won 

i n  d r a m a t i c  f a s h i o n  2  y e a r s  a g o ) . 

With the finals set to take place at some point in April 

(possibly first weekend of May) it would be great to have 

a strong Nibley contingent cheering us on as we go toe-to

-toe with Charfield, so if you’re free why not come along 

and watch it!  

To keep up to 

date with when 

the finals will actually take place, follow us on 

Instagram (@northnibleyfc) or keep an eye out on 

Facebook.  

BRITISH WOMEN MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP  

The first round will take place on 28th April 

Entry Free to North Nibley Residents 

The organisers of the Motocross events wish to 

convey their thanks to everyone in the village for their 

support in 2018. 

Any comments or concerns, please contact: 

 Mike Dunham 07836600526 

TYNDALE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
Tyndale Photography Club's first competition of 2019 
was judged by Sandie Cox ARPS DPAGB. Sandie is an 
accomplished nature and wildlife photographer, 
lecturer and judge, judging not only camera club 
competitions but national and international 
competitions too. 
She began the evening by judging the Annual 
Landscape Print competition, into which members 
had placed 30 entries. The number of projected digital 
images was 58, so all in all Sandie had her work cut 
out to appraise and mark each one. She was however 
able to settle on her first, second and third favourites 
in each category. 
Sandie's comments and critique on each image 
entered were constructive and supportive and 
hopefully a benefit not only to the photographer 
concerned but also everyone else who attended the 
meeting. 
Christine Ryske gave the vote of thanks. 
 Results are as follows: 

Landscape Print Trophy 
1st – Oldbury on Severn – Don Grundall 

2nd – Tenby Harbour – George Ryske 
3rd – Rural Contrasts – Lionel Jones 

 
Projected Digital Images – Division One 

1st – Boys Toys – David Bishop 
2nd – Low Tide at Amble – Mike Pritchard 

 
Projected Digital Images – Division Two 

1st – Greater Spotted Woodpecker – Mike Smith 
2nd – Forgotten Chapel – Gloria Pritchard 

3rd – Crail Harbour – Marjory Wright 
 

For more information about the club and to view all 
winning images visit www.tyndalephoto.org  
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NORTH NIBLEY PERFORMING  
ARTS BURSARY 

 
A sum of money is available in order to  

help support young, dedicated musicians, 
 actors and dancers, or those closely  
connected to these arts, who wish to  

further their various skills. 
 

Applications are invited from those under  
the age of 26 who live or were born within 

 a six-mile radius of North Nibley. 
 

Apply online or download an  
application form: 

http://northnibleyartsbursary.co.uk 
 

Closing date is Fri. June 14th 2019 
 

All applicants will need to provide references 
 to show evidence of their commitment and  

achievements. 

The Oriana Singers present 

Choral Masterpieces 

Including Handel’s Coronation Anthems 

Zadok the Priest 

Let Thy Hand be Strengthened 

Saturday April 6th 2019 7.30pm 

St James Parish Church, Dursley  

Tickets £10 on the door,   

Under 16s free 
 

from Durcan’s in Dursley or  

 www.orianasingers.org  

 

An Amazing African Experience! 

Classes 1 and 2 
have been studying 
a topic called ‘Are 
deserts always 
hot?’ We have been 
comparing two 
contrasting 
continents, Africa 
and Antarctica, and 
finding out what life 
is like for people 
that live there.  

We had a special 
visitor who visits 
Africa regularly. The children learnt about the ‘family’ of West African drums, also known as the ‘Dundun’. 
We discovered that the largest drum is called the dundunba and makes the lowest pitch, the medium 
sized drum is the sangban which makes a slightly higher pitch and the smallest is the kenkeni and makes 
the highest pitch.  

The children liked the mbira which made the most calming sounds. The mbira was put into an old 
calabash, which is similar to a pumpkin, to amplify the sound. The calabash was covered in wire stitching 
where it had cracked previously and been repaired. We all admired how people in Africa make use out of 
everything and would always rather repair something than throw it away.  

The children thought the best part of the day was playing music on the African drums. They practised 
using different parts of the drum to make a different pitch and enjoyed changing the 
tempo. They thought carefully about the different sounds they would make on the 
drum for an African animal. We then took it in turns to play the drums whilst the 
other children performed a dance acting out working in the African plantations. 
Finally, we listened to an African story told in Gambia with the music of the mbira.  

We think it is extremely important to learn about contrasting places as it allows the 
children to compare their lifestyle to other children’s. They found it extremely 
interesting to learn, in particular, the types of food they eat, the clothes they wear, 
the houses they live in and their everyday school life. Most importantly, it teaches 
the children to respect other beliefs, cultures and individuals and to celebrate differences. 

Miss Tyers, Class 2 Teacher 
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NORTH NIBLEY VILLAGE SHOP – 548374  

JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  

 Individual Design 

 Doors, windows, Stairs 

 Conservation Work 
 

TEL/FAX: 07973 360131 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 

 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 

 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 

Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

RK AERIALS 
Aerials & Satellites 
Serviced & Installed 

 

SKY DIGITAL FREEVIEW 
SETTING UP of TVs, DVDs, VCRs 

 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
 Call Roger Kloiber 
 

 01453 843664 or 

 07789 044956  
Wimley View, Coombe 

Lane, Wotton-u-Edge 

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 

 Tel: 01453 546557 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 

 Extensions 

 Outside Lighting 

NO Job Too Small 
 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

WOTTON TYRE AND 
EXHAUST CENTRE 

01453 844444 
Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd, 

Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF 
 

Celebrating 23 Years Serving 
Wotton & Surrounding Areas 
www.wottontyres.co.uk 

 

Friendly Local Service 

Home Solutions    
for all your  maintenance 
and building needs... 

 Renovation-Extensions 

 Bathrooms-Kitchens 

 Roofing-Plumbing-Electrical 

 Internal/External Decorating 
 

Tel: 01453 546178 
Mob: 07788 560066. 

home-solutions@talk21.com  

WOTTON DENTAL 

CLINIC 

All your needs for 
healthy teeth 

& gums 

All enquires & 
appointments 

Call: 01453 844428  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available throughout the year for  

Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events. 

Bed and Breakfast  Certified Caravan Site. 

Events and Reservations  01453 549700   

www.nibleyhouse.co.uk  

Nibley House 

www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk 

01453 521546 

 

Established family business offering a 
wide range of  local, seasonal fresh 
fruit and vegetables, meat, dairy and 

hearty home cooked food. 
Seasonal hanging baskets and 

bedding plants. 
Lunch & coffee available. 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

 

T. 01453 542494 

M. 07870 564228 

timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 

www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

The Black Horse Inn  - North Nibley 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS 

  TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY 

  COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE  ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE  

  COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE 

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND  BEER GARDEN 

 

Contact: 01453 543777 
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk  

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 

George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 

*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  
Gardening Services     

*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 
 

Servicing & Car Repairs 
All Under One Roof 

We also do M.O.T’s on Cars, Vans, & Taxi Tests.       
Scanning, Fault Code Reading                                                      

   and much more…… 

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.u

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
                                       

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 
LOGS  AND KINDLING 

                                                                                                                            
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 

STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

 

Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      
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Danny says that seeing the notice to announce the 
sale of North Nibley Garage has got him thinking 
about his youth in 1930s and 1940s North Nibley; 
a very different place to the North Nibley we all 
see today. The village which Danny grew up in 
was a self sufficient community with 3 different 
shops, 5 pubs, a police station and an animal-food 
mill. Also a postman, a nurse, a cobbler, a 
blacksmith, and a scrap merchant, as well as 
organisations including the Home-guard, the 1st 
North Nibley Boy Scouts troop and the Cycle 
Speedway Team formed by some of the lads 
which was later known as The Tyndale Tygers.

In 1932 Danny Ayres was born at Warren House. 
He grew up in this home at the bottom of Warren 
Hill and has lived within a stone's throw his whole 
life except during the time he was in the RAF 
working as a driver mechanic. He still lives next 
door to his birth home with his wife Rita, from 
Dursley, to whom he was married in 1956. Danny 
left school at 15 and became apprenticed as an 
electrician to Listers over the hill in Dursley. This 
set him up for his work with the RAF and his future 
employment, including later working at Berkley 
Nuclear Laboratory.

Domestically life was not as it is now. Danny grew 
up with no mains water, no sewers and no 
electricity. Many houses at the head of the valley 
still have no sewers or mains water but electricity 
is now more widely available! In those days people 
had to go to the garage to get their accumulators 
charged up for their radios and if there was any 
money left over they could also buy a bottle of 
“pop’. Mrs Tallboys ran the shop in The Street. Mr 
Hignell delivered oil but if you missed him you 
could buy paraffin for your lamps from Mr James 
at the back of Pitt Court Manor. He also supplied 
vinegar!  

The village was served by its own residents. The village 
‘Bobby’ went round on a bike and there was even a police 
station, at first situated behind the bus stop and then a later 
version towards the cemetery. The nurse, Mrs Warner, who 
wore a uniform, was married to the garage owner. She 
looked after the school and did the rounds of people’s 
houses. The Post Man, and then Post Lady, Eve Wilcox, 
would pick up the post before distributing it around the 
village. The Post Office was next to Fairfield House, on the 
other side of the main road, but is now a residence named 
“The Old Post Office” 

The boys spent most of their leisure on the hill playing 
football. They played with a football borrowed from KLB, 
which in those days was situated in Wotton. If they needed 
their football stitched up they would take it to Billy Oakley, 
the local cobbler who lived at the bottom of Frog Lane, 
though Mr Oakley’s main work was mending shoes. He 
biked around the village picking up shoes to mend and 
returned them to their owners later. And, of course, there 
was also a bike shop at the bottom of Stancombe Lane for 
the repairs of all the local bikes.

Nibley House, down the road, had been requisitioned by the 
Army in those days. Subsequently it housed the German 
and Italian POWs who came to work on the land and around 
the village. When, later, the boys began to play football on 
the field in front of the school, the Italians joined in. Danny 
remembers his first ever taste of coffee being provided by 
the Italians at half time. Extra help for the farms was also 
provided by St George’s Girls School, Bristol, who came to 
the village during the summers and holidays of the 40s: they 
camped and provided much interest for the local young lads 
as well as extra farm labour!

Agriculture was always at the heart of the village. Danny’s 
brother Ivor worked, as a young lad, at Crowell Brook Mill 
where they milled the animal foods. The Mill was later sold 
as a private residence and then for a while it incorporated a 
youth hostel which was nobly run by Mr and Mrs Longman. 
Particularly important was the production of local cider 
pressed at Sandfield Farm and local beer both of which were 
served at the 5 pubs. The Black Horse is still going, though 
The White Hart opposite, The Kings Head at the bottom of 
Frog Lane and the Golden Hart at Pitt Court are all now 
private homes. Finally the New Inn, still going strong today, 
was open for many daylight and non daylight hours; it was a 
“refreshment staging post” for those on their way over to and 
from work at Listers! 
Danny has a message:     "To finish I’d like to say to 
today’s youngsters that you seem equipped for the 
modern world with mobile phones and computers, a 
village school that is second to none and then on to KLB.  
A lovely sports field for football and cricket and as well 
The Music Festival. The modern Village Hall, The Chapel, 
all its activities and of course the beautiful countryside, 
and I’m sure many more events I know nothing about. So 
just go out and enjoy them. Oh, and maybe by the time 
you read this you may have a shop again. Good Luck to 
you all!”

DANNY AYRES REMEMBERS HIS CHILDHOOD  
IN NORTH NIBLEY DURING THE 30s and 40s
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On The Edge - Editors & Contact Details 
Please note that the deadline for ALL SUBMISSIONS for the May 2019 issue is  

Wednesday 10th April 2019 to our email address: nibleyote@googlemail.com  

 

   

Shirley Chalmers 542717 Sue Devine        543748 Di Hay       544965 

   

Dave Beer  546251  Dave Earle       546659 Alison Edwards      543441 Sue Shrimpton     544409 

 If any other publication wishes to use items from this newsletter, kindly contact one of the editors. 

SUNDAY 19th MAY AT 12 NOON 

JUBILEE PLAYING FIELD - NORTH NIBLEY 
NB: NEW DATE & TIME! 

Meet our new Shopkeeper! 

A big welcome to Jabbar Osman, who has taken over our Village Shop.  
Jabbar has hit the ground running: local milk from Cotteswold Dairy, bread 
and rolls from Walkers Bakers, meats from Cam Butchers and eggs from 
Jones in Bradley Green were immediately restored to the shelves,  plus 
sweets, soft drinks, groceries, pet food and cleaning products.  But most 
important, Jabbar is keen to listen to you and learn what you would like to 
see stocked, so do let him know if there is something you would like to see 
in the shop.  A big THANKS to The Chapel for minding the greetings cards 
stock and returning it so willingly!  We have Mother’s Day and Easter cards 
as well those covering birthdays and other events.   

The alcohol licence needs to be reapplied for and this is happening at present.  Jabbar is looking forward to refilling the 
shelves with beer, cider and wine and some spirits in due course but will consider more exotic choices if he thinks there is 
a demand – so let him know.  He tells me he likes a lager himself, so we must educate him with the taste of Orchard 
Revival!  He is considering a coffee corner in the shop and is also negotiating with the Post Office regarding the service 
they would be willing to reinstate.  This important facility has been much missed in the village, although we are extremely 
grateful to Jeremy Clutterbuck for the Friday mobile van, which has plugged the gap.    

Of Kurdish ethnicity, Jabbar has lived in the UK for 19 years since he came here from his native Iraq, and he works as a 
licensed taxi driver in Bristol, where he lives, but he also has experience working in a convenience store for a friend.  When 
he saw the advert for the lease on our shop, he thought it a great opportunity to use this experience to run his own retail 
offering.  Hard work is obviously in his DNA as he is continuing to do shifts in his taxi at night while he builds the business.   

Jabbar is keeping the shop opening hours under review until he sees the pattern of demand. 

It’s wonderful that Jabbar is giving us another chance to keep this hub of our community alive; the very best of luck, 
Jabbar, and welcome to our village. 

Please support him and help to make our shop a success.  
Follow us on Facebook:  North Nibley Village Shop  -  for updates on opening times and notices 

 Tel:    01453  549829 

UWE Bristol,  EX4040   03.19
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