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Tresham: Susan Whitfield (01666-890 338) 

PARISH OFFICERS: Wotton Parochial Church Council: 

Hon. Secretary: Lucy Chandler (842892)  

Hon. Treasurer  Joan Deveney, 85 Shepherds Leaze (01453-844 370)  

Stewardship Treasurer: Alan Bell,110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 
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 Kate Tutty, Hilary Varlow, James Yarker,  
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Safeguarding Officer      Kate Tutty (01453-844 371) 
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Letter from Iain 
Dear fellow-Christians, 

I ’M NOT SURE HOW LONG IT IS since I was last banging on about 
Christian Unity, but it seems as important as ever this month. 

 If Christians cannot agree among themselves, and work together, why 
should the general public take any notice? 
 In January we had a good week, with over 100 at the United Songs of 
Praise on the 13th, followed by about two dozen at each prayer evening in 
the different churches during the Week of Prayer, a little up on last year. 
 Last month the combined Lent Talks began at the Baptist Church on the 
13th, and continue each Wednesday up to and including 10th April. We 
continue this month with the Walk of Witness on Good Friday morning 
19th April, starting at Synwell Chapel and ending at St.Mary’s, followed by 
hot cross buns. The Three-hour Good Friday devotional service runs at St. 
Mary’s from 12 noon until 3pm, divided into half-hour slots, involving 24 
people. Do come to as many or as few as you can manage. I am delighted 
that speakers from other churches have agreed to take part. 
 Then there will be the United Easter Sunrise service on Coombe Hill, 
7.30am this year. In the past few years, St. Mary’s has been conspicuous by 
its absence (we can’t claim we all attend the 8am service). Let’s hope we 
can do better. 
 Then it will be all hands on deck for Christian Aid Week, starting on 
12th May with a United 6pm service at Synwell Chapel, followed by the 
shop open Monday-Thursday in the Baptist Schoolroom. Please clear out 
the attic, and unwanted Christmas presents, but we can’t really sell vast 
quantities of worn-out clothes: Longfield will accept them for shoddy. If 
you sow seeds now, the plants will be welcome at the plant stall : sweet 
peas and runner beans always sell quickly. 
 During Lent we have distributed Christian Aid booklets, with a daily 
reminder of the uncomfortable world beyond Wotton, and what we can do 
to help. It’s never too late to start. If the challenge moves you to contribute 
money, please direct this to Peter Sutton c/o the United Church: please tell 
him if Gift-Aid is applicable. 
 In the meantime, the weekly round continues at the Food Bank, and the 
daily round continues at the Ark Coffee Shop, staffed by volunteers from 
all the churches. The Ark is always in need of helpers, even one forenoon 
or afternoon a month. If you can spare a couple of hours in a wonderfully 
friendly atmosphere, do please contact Nia Archer on 845585 or email 
niaarcher@btinterrnet.com. 
 Blessings, as we celebrate the coming of spring, and the resurrection of 
Jesus.                      Iain 

mailto:niaarcher@btinterrnet.com
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From: The Church Wardens  
Mrs Jackie Excell and Mr Alan Bell 

 
09 March 2019 

Dear members of St. Mary’s Church, 
Update on our Parish Vacancy 

 A few days ago, the churchwardens of the Benefice met with the 
new Archdeacon of Gloucester, Ven. Hilary Dawson, to discuss the 
vacancy in our parishes. 
 The Archdeacon informed us that the advertisement for the 
vacancy will go ahead as planned. The first date for the 
advertisement will be 22nd February and the second date 1st March. 
She stated that the wording of the advertisement will be changed 
from that of advertising for a Vicar for the parish to that of Priest in 
Charge-Vicar Designate. 
    The reason for the change in wording is because of the following:  
During the Autumn the Head of Property and Development at the 
Diocesan Office undertook a five-year quinquennial inspection of 
the vicarage to assess what work was needed to be done so as to 
bring the vicarage up to modern-day standards and suitable for the 
new incumbent, After receiving the assessment of the building, and 
the quotation for all the work, the amount and cost of the work was 
considerable and far exceeded the budget that was available. 
 The diocese has decided that it is not sustainable to undertake 
the work needed and it would be more effective to sell the vicarage 
and to purchase a more modern house within the town which would 
meet the needs of a vicarage. 
 Bishop Robert does not want any appointment to be delayed by 
the decision to sell the current vicarage and has therefore agreed to 
the change in the wording regarding the appointment. 
 If an incumbent is selected and approved following the interviews 
in April, it would possibly mean that the new ‘Priest in Charge-Vicar 
Designate’ would live in the vicarage until a new property is 
purchased. The Diocese is already pro-active in sourcing the right 
house for use as a vicarage. 
 Please speak to Alan or Jackie if you want more information or to 
seek any clarification. 
 We will continue to keep you informed of any developments. 

Alan and Jackie 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events 
for April: 

 
 

Wednesday 3th April 2.15pm Parish Room 

Geoff Hill speaks and answers questions 

on St Mary’s Re-ordering project 

followed by tea and biscuits 

 
 

Wednesday 17th April 9.30am 
Corporate Communion 

Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by 
Mothers’ Union members. It is followed by coffee in 
the Parish Room. We welcome everyone to join us, 
both at the service and for coffee afterwards. 
 
 

Wednesday 17th April 7.45pm Parish Room 

Kat Gibson speaks on her travels 

‘As the Sparrow Flies’ 

 
 
 

Remember, you are welcome to join us at all our 
meetings and services 

 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Lent Lectures 
 This Year the Lent Lectures are held once more at the Baptist Church 
and the topic chosen is "Discipleship".   This has been co-ordinated by the 
United Church as they are holding the Chair this Year for Churches 
Together in Wotton (CTiW). 

  The topics chosen are as follows: 

3rd April           Peter Hill                   (Discipleship in Retirement) 
10th April         Rev’d Phil Summers (Personal Discipleship) 

All meetings start at 7.30pm. 

A retiring collection to a charity of the speaker’s choice 

Please support CTiW and come along to these organised meetings 
throughout Lent. 

 
Contact Alison Jackson with any queries on 01453 843072. 

 
 

St. Mary's Annual Meetings 
Wednesday, 24th April 

 We will be holding the annual Vestry Meeting and Parochial Church 

Meeting on Wednesday 24th April, at 7.30pm, in the Parish Room. 

 Please come along to support the PCC for this important meeting. 

We will follow the usual format, by first electing two Churchwardens at 
the Vestry meeting. In the subsequent Parochial meeting we will 

receive a financial report for 2018, approve other reports of interest, 

elect PCC members and approve sides men and women for the 

coming year. It’s an opportunity to review the past year, to thank 
everyone for their support, and look forward to the coming year. 

 Anyone on the civil electoral role can attend the first one, but to 

attend the second meeting you must be on the church Electoral Roll. 

As the roll is being revised, and the old roll being thrown away, make 

sure that your name has been added to the new roll. Applications 
close on 1st April. 

Adrian Davis 
PCC Vice-chair 



 

5 

2019 Pancake Party 
 

 Despite the weather worsening, we set up the pancake party, ready to 
cook fresh pancakes in the vicarage garage and also put out flags for the 
finish line on the drive, for the pancake races. Tea, coffee and cakes were 
available in Church, as well as nine activities, involving different aspects of 
Lent and Shrove Tuesday. Helpers were waiting ready at each station. At 
4pm, people started to arrive and the four pancake-makers were kept busy. 
As soon as enough people had arrived, we started the races - which lasted 
for about half an hour - before it began to rain and get rather cold. 

 Then the activities in Church became a great draw. The “How many 
pancakes can you flip in a minute” challenge went down very well with the 
slightly more competitive participants, with several coming back to try to 
improve their score. The best adult flipper was Lynda Durrant and the best 
child flipper was Phoebe, albeit at her third attempt! 

 Another   challenge  was  the  scavenger  hunt  where  one  had  to  try  
to locate various people involved with different aspects of Christianity, 
within our Church and also hunt for facts about international celebrations 
on Shrove Tuesday. There was some very concentrated effort on the bean 
bag pancake-making as well as on the Mardi Gras mask-making activity. 
Some thoughtful conversations were had on the Ash Wednesday and Prayer 
Chain stations, too. As a different activity, a table word-search and word- 
quiz were available amongst those enjoying tea and cake. Various “handout 
material” included Lent challenges and information about Church activities 
leading up to Easter were also available. 

 In spite of half-term holidays meaning that there were slightly fewer 
numbers, all the pancake mixture was used and thanks to our jolly pancake-
makers, they ensured that everyone had at least one of the freshly made 
pancakes. Also, we thank the team that prepared and served tea and cake. 
This was a wonderful opportunity to share our love of Christ with our local 
community and it was great to see so many new faces in this very friendly 
atmosphere. Thank you to everyone who helped to make this such a 
positive experience. 

Teresa Pottinger and Joan Deveney, 
Local Ministry Team 

 

Art Group 
 No Art Group in April. Next session will be on May 3rd.     Anne 
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Children’s Society 
 Thank you to everyone who supported the Box Opening Coffee Morning 
in February - those who donated and bought goods, those who drank coffee 
and those who ensured that there was a good number of boxes to open on 
the day. I am very grateful to Joan Deveney, Beryl Jarvis and Kate Tutty for 
giving up their morning to sort and bag up a terrific number of coins. My 
thanks also to Jackie Excell for overseeing the refreshments. The Coffee 
Morning raised £117.35 and so far £590 from the boxes has been banked. 
There are still a few more boxes to chase up but thank you everyone for 
your continued support and generosity. 

Dot Moss 
 
 

Revision of the Church Electoral Roll will take 
place between 27th March and 

10th April 
 

If your name is not on the curr ent Roll, displayed in the church porch, 
or there are any changes to your name or address, you are invited to 
complete an application form. 
 

Please give thought to the significance of being on the Electoral Roll of our 
Parish because by doing this you will be saying that: 

      I support the Church of England and its work in my Parish 

  I am making a commitment to my Parish Church 

  I will take a responsible share in supporting and developing the  
     mission and ministry of the Church in my Parish through   
  regular giving 

  I will give not only money, but myself, my time and my gifts  
  and skills to God, in service both within the Church and also in  
  the wider community. 

 Application forms are available at the back of church or from the Parish 
Office. Please return in the box provided. 
 

Graham Smith, Electoral Roll Officer, 20 Parklands GL12 7LT 
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Save the Date 

VINEY HILL CAMPING AND SOCIAL WEEKEND 

IS FROM 21st – 23rd June 2019 

 

 St. Mary’s has booked the Viney Hill Christian Outward Bound 
Centre in the Forest of Dean, near Lydney for another summer 
weekend. 

 Get to know those at St Mary’s in this relaxed atmosphere, with 
plenty of time to chat, share a meal and join in activities if you 
choose. We hold compline before bed and a service before lunch 
on Sunday. 

 The surroundings are ideal for a walk or bike-ride and we enjoy 
an evening talent show and bonfire chat (weather permitting). 
Saturday’s organised activities include: Archery and raft building 
(we have reserved the lake this year!) which are led by a qualified 
instructor (additional cost approx. from £14 to £15.50 each). We 
also have free activities for the young and old to join. 

No need to pitch a tent (they are pre-erected) or you can stay in 
one of the Cabins. 

Food is included in the price with inside-facilities for preparing and 
serving meals and a lounge for relaxing. 

Cost subject to confirmation: Weekend: adults/8+yrs £47 pp; 
school age to 8yrs £35 pp; 1-7yrs £20 pp; under 1 free.  

Saturday: £14 per adult/8+ yrs; £5 per 1-7 years. 
 
Enquiries please contact Mrs. Teresa Pottinger, telephone 01453 

843272 or teresa.pottinger@talk21.com 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 

 

mailto:teresa.pottinger@talk21.com
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Choir Notes 

 Referring to last month’s choir notes where it mentioned the reward 

system now in operation, the result has been an increase in the attendance 
of some school-age members and a great improvement in their effort. Well 
done to them all! 

 You may well have realised that some of the new music learnt at the 
Sing and Social has now been introduced into the services. 

 By the time you read this, Stainer’s Crucifixion will likely have taken 

place but if April 7th is still to come then please support this event and use 
this as part of your preparation for Easter. Because Easter Sunday, this 
year, falls on the third Sunday of the month Choral Evensong will be 

replaced by a format yet to be decided. 

 Choir practices on Fridays are organised in a relaxed and enjoyable 
manner so if you feel you would like to join, or know of others that would 

enjoy being involved, then please contact me either in church or on 
07789777008. Remember, age is no barrier (young or more mature) and 
there is no audition. So come and enjoy both the singing and social aspect 

of the choir. Remember, singing is a very healthy activity. We particularly 
require singers for the alto, tenor and bass section. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church music 

please see me on a Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
=- 

 

“Regular readers will be aware of my 
belief that the purpose of living is to 
reflect the ethos of the Trinity in the 

way that each one relates to the others in glorious other-
centredness. This is a category of living which we don’t hear 

much about in our churches today.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’- Selwyn Hughes 

Punch Line 
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 Good Friday 
Truth will out! 

Read: Some of the guards went into the city and 
told the chief priests what had happened. After the 
priests had called together the elders, they 
formulated a plan to give a generous bribe to the 
soldiers, telling them, ’You must say this, ”His 

followers came during the night and made off with him while we were sleeping.” If the 
governor gets to hear of this, we will reassure him and keep you out of trouble.’ So the 
guards took the money and did as instructed.        Matthew 28:11 -15a  

Ponder: Truth will out, we are told, and so it repeatedly proves. There may be occasions 
when deceit goes unnoticed, but falsehood has an uncanny habit of being exposed; of 
weaving a web that finally traps the very one who spins it. We may suppress the truth, we 
may twist and distort it, but it is hard to keep it hidden for ever, as the death and 
resurrection of Christ make crystal clear. His enemies stopped at nothing to get their man, 
cynically employing false witnesses to secure the verdict they were looking for. Similarly, 
when they heard news of the empty tomb, they turned once again to deceit, slipping a 
backhander to the guards in a desperate bid to hush up events. They did all they could to 
stifle the truth, but it was no good, for first one person, then another, then another still, and 
so on in perpetuity, met with the risen Lord and knew the truth for themselves. 

 There is here both challenge and promise. On the one hand, there is a warning that 
deception will be uncovered however hard we try to conceal it; that all things will finally 
come to light. On the other hand there is assurance that right will triumph; that God’s 
purpose will triumph. So we put our trust in Christ, the way, the truth and the life, knowing 
that his love is sure and his mercy dependable, now and always. 

Ask yourself: Are you hiding behind half-truths or untruths? Is it time to be open with God, 
so that you might receive his mercy and know the peace of a clear conscience and a life 
right with him? 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, I celebrate again today your triumph over falsehood and evil; the 
fact that all the attempts to discredit you and suppress the truth of your resurrection came 
to nothing, for it was impossible to deny the reality of your presence in the hearts of those 
who knew you. 

 Forgive me that I am not always as truthful as I should be, slipping so easily into white 
lies, hiding behind untruths or half-truths, or being economical with the truth. Remind me 
that your truth can set me free, and so teach me to receive it with joy, speak it in love and 
live by it in faith, trusting in your love that alone will never fail. In your name I ask it. Amen. 

Remember: If we claim to have no sin, we are fooling ourselves and the truth has no place 
in us. If we confess our sins, he is just, and we can rely on him to forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all evil.                 1 John 1:8—9  

Close: Living God, teach me that though all else may prove false, you will stay true. Amen. 
‘Daily Prayer’, Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 
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Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Alan 01453 521388 or Jackie 01453 845178 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 

The Oriana Singers 

present 

Choral Masterpieces 

including Handel’s Coronation Anthems 
 

Zadok the Priest 

Let Thy Hand be Strengthened 

 

Saturday April 6th, 7.30pm 

St James Parish Church, Dursley 

 

Tickets £10 on the door, Under 16s free 
from Durcan’s in Dursley or 

www.orianasingers.org 

http://www.orianasingers.org


 

11 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine Chapel on 
Sundays 7th, 14th and 28th. Story sacks and books are available from the 
Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 
We hope to continue to have a leader for Children’s Church as often as possible, 
and will let you know via facebook when that will happen. 
 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

1st: The Easter Story 
8th: Easter Holidays - meet in Parish Room at 10.00 
15th: Easter Holidays - meet in Parish Room at 10.00 
22nd: Easter Monday - NO Little Church 
29th: St George 
 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Church: Saturday 13th ‘Always with us’ - looking at the story of Easter 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Family Communion: Sunday 21st - Easter Sunday 
 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 

Family Time: 

Talk: How easy is it to believe some peoples’ stories and not others? 
Can you share love with people you don’t like, or don’t know? 

Make: an Easter cake for a neighbour or give a chocolate egg to someone you 
don’t know very well 

 
Pray: Lord Jesus, we are so sorry that you had to die, 
but so glad that you came back to life! Please help us 
to hold on to this Easter gladness every day. Amen 
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Mellitus was the first Bishop of London in the Saxon period, the 
third Archbishop of Canterbury, and a member of the Gregorian 
mission sent to England to convert the Anglo-Saxons from their 
native paganism to Christianity.  
 

 He arrived in 601 AD with a group of clergy sent to augment the 
mission, and was consecrated as Bishop of London in 604. Mellitus was the 
recipient of a famous letter from Pope Gregory I known as the Epistola ad 
Mellitum, preserved in a later work by the medieval chronicler Bede, which 
suggested the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons be undertaken gradually, 
integrating pagan rituals and customs. In 610, Mellitus returned to Italy to 
attend a council of bishops, and returned to England bearing papal letters to 
some of the missionaries. 

 Pope Gregory sent ‘all things necessary for divine worship and the 
service of the church, namely sacred vessels and altar-cloths, ornaments for 
the churches, and vestments for the priests and clerks, likewise relics of the 
holy apostles and martyrs and many books’. Mellitus was further charged 
with the delivery of a number of letters to Augustine and others of 
Gregory's friends in Britain. Gregory did not hear from Mellitus as soon as 
he expected, and he wrote another letter asking for news of his journey and 
giving an answer to Augustine's question on the propriety of using the 
temples of idols for divine worship. 

 Augustine consecrated Mellitus and Justus bishops between 601 and 
604, the year of Augustine's death. Before his consecration, Mellitus 
probably joined either the monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul (afterwards 
St. Augustine's) or the archiepiscopal community at Christchurch. As 
bishop he was sent to preach to the province of the East Saxons, which 
Bæda describes as divided from the kingdom of Kent by the river Thames 
and bounded on the east by the sea, having London for its metropolis—‘a 
city situated on the bank of the Thames, the mart of many nations resorting 
to it by land and sea.’ The king of the East Saxons was Sabert, the nephew 
of Æthelbert, king of Kent, and subject to him. Mellitus was thus able to 
win his support, and when the work of conversion was sufficiently far 
advanced, King Æthelbert built the church of St. Paul in London, where 
Mellitus and his successors were to have their episcopal see. 

Mellitus 
First Bishop of London 

 
April 24th 
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 The genuineness of many of the charters in which Mellitus's name 
occurs is ‘more than questionable’; but to the grant of Tillingham in 
Essex, although bearing marks of later garbling, Bishop Stubbs is willing 
to assign some measure of authenticity. Tillingham is undoubtedly a very 
early possession of St. Paul's. Mellitus joined in Archbishop Laurentius's 
letter to the bishops of the Irish and British churches proposing union, and 
urging compliance with the customs of the Roman church, and 
subsequently returned to Rome to attend a council held, Bæda says, to 
secure the peace of the monastic order. Mellitus brought back the 
council's decrees to England, besides letters from Pope Boniface IV to 
Archbishop Laurentius, King Æthelbert, and the whole clergy and people 
of the English. The decrees and the letters are in all probability lost, 
though some are extant in fictitious forms.  

 Æthelbert's son Eadbald, on his father's death in 616, rejected the new 
religion. Sabert died at the same time; his sons refused to be converted, 
and granted free liberty to the people under their government to serve 
idols. Mellitus for a while pursued his ministrations, subject to the taunts 
of the young princes, who, watching him celebrate mass, asked for the 
white bread which he had been wont to give to their father, and which 
they saw him give to the people. To this he replied that they must first 
seek salvation through baptism, and he declined to comply with their 
wishes on any other conditions. He was consequently banished, and went 
to Kent, where he found Laurentius and Justus in like difficulties. 
Mellitus and Justus took refuge in Gaul, but Eadbald was soon afterwards 
converted and recalled them a year later. But the East Saxons remained 
refractory, and the Londoners refused to receive Mellitus as their bishop. 
In 619 Laurentius died, and Mellitus succeeded him as archbishop. He 
never received the pall, but Bæda reports that he received letters of 
exhortation from Pope Boniface V.  

 Mellitus consecrated a church to the Blessed Virgin in the monastery 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, which had been built by King Eadbald. On the 
occasion of a great fire in Canterbury, which raged round ‘the place of the 
four crowned martyrs,’ he was borne thither by his servants; and Bæda 
reports that in answer to his fervent prayers a strong wind immediately 
arose which drew the flames southward and saved the city. He died, after 
much suffering from gout, on 24 April 624, and was buried, like his 
predecessors, in the monastery of St. Peter and St. Paul. Legend ascribes 
the foundation of St. Peter's, Westminster, to Mellitus, but it is 
unsupported by any historical evidence. Further details of Mellitus's life, 
recorded in Elmham, are equally untrustworthy.              Doug 
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Word Search 
World of Sports 

 
Agostini  Ashe  Borg  Camera  Comaneci Dempsey 
Edberg  Evert  Fangio  Graf  Hagen Hogan 
Lauda  Lewis  Nurmi  Ovett  Owens  Palmer 
Ruth  Spitz  Tunney  Viren  Williams  Zatopek 
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Thinking of joining a Book Group? 
Why not try this one? 

 Formed in 2014, the Deanery Reading Group aims to find and 
discuss issues which relate to spirituality and faith. Books read are 
mainly contemporary novels from worldwide settings. Discussions are 
neither heavy nor intense and there is often laughter. As the next 
reading list is about to be chosen new members would be very 
welcome. 
 Monthly meetings are at 2pm on Tuesdays in Wickwar. 
 To know more, contact Susan Bailey 01454 294112  

 susan.m.bailey@gmail.com 
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 Diary for April   
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton; 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley; St. Kenelm’s, Alderley and 
the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 

1st  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for  
  under-fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the 
  Parish Room – ‘The Easter Story’ 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 

 7.30pm LMT in Parish Room 

2nd 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm Alderley and Tresham Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting at The Chapel of Ease, Tresham 

3rd 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm Lent Lecture at The Baptist Church – ‘Discipleship in 
Retirement’ – Peter Hill 

4th
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

5th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 10.45am Blue Coat School Easter Service at St. Mary’s 

 12.00pm Lent Lunch in Parish Room in aid of “Send a Cow” 

6th  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 2.00pm Baptism of Benjamin Barker at St. Mary’s 

 

7th  Sunday – 5th Sunday of Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Holy Communion at the Chapel of Ease, Tresham 

 6.00pm Stainer’s “Crucifixion” at St. Mary’s 
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 8th
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers - Parish Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 

9th
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

10th  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm Lent Lecture at Baptist Church – ‘Personal 
Discipleship’ – Rev’d Phil Summers 

 7.30pm Wotton PCC Finance Committee Meeting in Parish 
Room 

11th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

12th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 12.00pm Lent Lunch in Parish Room in aid of St. Mary’s Re-
ordering Project 

13th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Messy Church – ‘Always with Us’ 

 

14th  Sunday – Palm Sunday 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist with Dramatic Reading of the 
Gospel at St. Mary’s 

 1.30pm Baptism of Athena Vincent at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

15th  Monday – Holy Monday 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for 
under-fives and carers – Parish Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 
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 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – St. Mary’s 

16th  Tuesday – Holy Tuesday 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.00pm Compline at St. Mary’s 

17th  Wednesday – Holy Wednesday 

  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union   
  Corporate Communion) 

  5.00pm Prayer Space in the Catherine Chapel 

  7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Kat  
  Gibson “As the Sparrow Flies” 

  9.00pm Compline at St. Mary’s 

18th  Thursday – Maundy Thursday 

  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

  7.30pm Holy Communion of the Last Supper at St. Mary’s 

19th  Friday – Good Friday 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Walk of Witness from Oliver Memorial Chapel, 
through Wotton to St. Mary’s. Hot cross buns will be served 
after the service 

 10.00am Journey to Calvary. North Nibley Chapel to Church 

 12pm – 3pm At the foot of the Cross – readings and reflections 
at St. Mary’s 

 2pm – 3pm At the foot of the Cross – reflections at St. Martin’s 

 7.00pm Oriana Singers at St. Martin’s 

20th  Saturday – Easter Eve 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Palm Sunday to Easter at St. Nicholas, Ozleworth 

 8.00pm Ceremony of the Easter Fire at St. Mary’s 

 

21st  Sunday – Easter Sunday 

 6am for 6.30am Dawn Service (CtiNN) at Nibley Monument 

 7.30am Dawn Service (CtiW) on Coombe Hill followed by 
breakfast at Holy Cross Church 
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 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist for Easter Day at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Family Communion for Easter Day at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Family Communion for Easter Day at St. Kenelm’s 

 11.00am Family Communion for Easter Day at The Chapel of 
Ease, Tresham 

 6.00pm Easter Carols at St. Mary’s 

 6.00pm Easter Service for Easter Evening at St. Martin’s 

 

22nd  Monday – Easter Monday 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 No Little Church 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 No Games Group 

23rd  Tuesday – St. George’s Day 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

24th  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

25th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

26th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 1.00pm Wedding of Tom Foxwell and Laura Wilson at St. 
Mary’s 

27th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 10.00am Messy Church Training Day with Lucy Moore 

 7.30pm Wotton Arts Festival Concert with Robin Bigwood on 
Harpsichord at St. Mary’s 

 

28th  Sunday – 2nd Sunday of Easter 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 1.30pm Wedding of Sean Heveran and Rachel Power at St. 
Mary’s 

 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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29th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-
fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish 
Room – ‘Noah and the Rainbow’ 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 

 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room 

 7.00pm North Nibley APCM at St. Martin’s 

 

30th  Tuesday – Mark the Evangelist (Transferred) 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 2.30pm Co-workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room 

  7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 

 

Early dates for May 
1st  Wednesday – Philip and James, Apostles 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Favourite 
Cakes and May Day Memories 

 3.00pm North Nibley PCC – Blanchworth House 

2nd 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 6.30pm Wotton Arts Festival – Schools concert 

3rd 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 1.30pm Art Group at St. Mary’s – in Parish Room 

4th 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 

 7.30pm Wotton Arts Festival concert with the Bristol Ensemble 

 

5th –  Sunday 3rd Sunday of Easter 

 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 

 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 

 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 

 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 

 1.30pm Baptism of Sophie Sully 

 6.00pm Wotton Arts Festival Service (no separate Evensong) 
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From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by 

the Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
31st March  William James Howard Moore (St. Mary’s) 
 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 
“Behold! I make all things new” 

6th March  Ruby Clare Hardy (75) (Westerleigh/ St. Mary’s) 
 
 
 

Readings for April 
7th  5th Sunday of Lent  
  Isaiah 43: 16-21;  Philippians 3: 4b-14;  John 12: 1-8 
14th Palm Sunday 
  Luke 19: 28-40;   Philippians 2: 5-11;   Luke 23: 1-49  
21st Easter Day 
  Acts 10: 34-43;   1 Corinthians 15: 19-26; John 20: 1-18  
28th Second Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 5: 27-32;  Revelation 1: 4-8;  John 20: 19-end 
 
 
 

Wotton Library Club 
Ludgate Hill, Wotton-under-Edge GL12 7JJ 

Second Friday of the month 
10.00am -12.00 noon 

We meet monthly to choose books, recommend ones we have read, 
and chat over a cup of tea and biscuits. It is a lovely, informal group 
and everyone is welcome. Just turn up! 

Transport can be provided both ways for those who need it, and there 
is also a wheelchair facility. Please telephone the library (Tel. 01453 
842115) so that it can be arranged. 
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Most people who have heard of St. Mark know that he was the 
author of one of the four Gospels. His was the first of the four 
to be written and was regarded as so authentic by both 
Matthew and Luke that they included large sections of it in 
their own Gospels.  

 They may, perhaps, have been influenced by a statement of Papias - a 
bishop who died in Asia Minor in about 130 A.D. - that Mark was a 
colleague of St. Peter from whom he gained much of his information. 

 It is often thought that Mark may have been the man carrying a jar of 
water whom Jesus told his disciples to follow in order to discover the 
house where they were to prepare the Passover. It is also thought that 
Mark was the young man who nearly got arrested himself when Jesus was 
taken in Gethsemane. If that is so, and it seems very likely, we owe Mark 
a priceless piece of information about our Lord's Agony and death. 

 His Gospel records the thrice-repeated prayer of Jesus, "Abba, Father, 
all things are possible to thee; remove this cup from me; yet not what I 
will but what thou wilt". That prayer sealed our Lord's complete 
obedience to the will of God which ensured our redemption. None of the 
eleven apostles could have heard it, for they were fast asleep and were 
rebuked by their Master. What may be regarded as the most important 
words ever spoken were heard only by someone recorded as "a young 
man" whose presence was completely accidental. And it seems that that 
young man could only have been Mark. 

 We do not come across his name until Chapter Twelve of the Acts of 
the Apostles. When Peter had been "sprung" from Herod's gaol by a 
mysterious visitor, he made his way to the house of the mother of John 
Mark. Several of the Christians were there praying for him, which 
suggests that the house was a kind of headquarters, or at least a “branch 
office”; of the Christian community in Jerusalem. It is likely that it was 
the house in which Jesus ate the Passover and instituted the Last Supper 
with the Twelve Apostles. As the reference in Acts speaks of "the house 
of John Mark's mother" it seems that his father - "the householder" 
mentioned in the Gospel  had died. 

 Some time after Peter's escape from prison, Barnabas and Paul, who 
were in Jerusalem, set out to return to Antioch and took John Mark with 
them. He was Barnabas' cousin, though probably some years younger, and 
the older man seems to have thought that his relative could be useful in 
helping with the inevitable chores of their journeying. 

Saint Mark April 25th 
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 But something went wrong. The writer of Acts says, "Paul and his 
company..... came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to 
Jerusalem' (ch. 13,13). No reason is given for his defection: he might have 
been unwell, or a bad traveler.  

 Some years later, when Paul and Barnabas planned their second 
missionary journey, Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them again. Paul, 
however, would not hear of it, and the argument between the two apostles 
became so bitter that they parted company. Paul went off on the proposed 
journey with Silas, and Barnabas went back home to Cyprus with Mark.  

 This  quarrel,  and  the  drastic  action  which  followed,  suggest  that 
there was a matter of principle at stake. It is possible that young Mark, a 
Jerusalemborn-and-trained Jew, was not happy with Paul's liberal attitude to 
Gentiles and that was why he left the first expedition and went home. To 
Paul, such thinking was hostile to all that he stood for, and to have Mark in 
his team would have been to entertain someone whose support was at best 
luke-warm. Barnabas, although he shared Paul's position, put the claims of 
kinship first and he took his cousin with him to his home in Cyprus. We 
never hear of Barnabas again. 

 It must have cost Barnabas a great deal to forego his missionary travels, 
but his action bore fruit. Many years later, when Paul was imprisoned in 
Rome, we find him writing to his friend Timothy and ending his letter with 
several requests and instructions, among them "Get Mark and bring him with 
you, for he is very useful in serving me" (2 Tim. 4,11). They were evidently 
reconciled and, since by no stretch of the imagination can we see Paul 
changing his mind, we are led to the conclusion that it was Mark whose 
stance had altered - almost certainly to the wise and kindly influence of his 
cousin. 

 It is interesting to note, in passing, that in the same verse in which Paul 
asks for Mark to come to him, he also says "Luke alone is with me". Did the 
two future Gospel-makers meet? And did they know of each other's intention 
to be an evangelist? 

 Much of Mark's life has to be regarded as guess-work and the same holds 
true of his death. It may be that Mark  - who was in Rome at a time when 
Christians were suffering persecution - was arrested by the authorities while 
he was writing, and that the Gospel was never completed by its author. It is a 
remarkable book, emphasizing the strength of Jesus and his power over evil 
in all its spirits by which many people were possessed. There is more of 
Jesus' actions than of his teaching and he  always seems to be on the move - 
the word "immediately" is constantly occurring, carrying the reader forward 
to the great dénouement of Calvary and the Resurrection, for we cannot 
doubt that it was Mark's intention to record that.           T.N. 
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From ‘Every Day With Jesus’ 
I came across this reading in ‘Every Day With Jesus’, printed 
several years ago and I thought I would like to share it with you. 

 
FOR READING AND MEDITATION - 1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-58 
‘But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.’ (v.57) 
 
He writes: 
 Let us pause on this Good Friday and consider an Easter meditation I 
picked up some years ago which contained this statement: “The most 
influential person who ever lived on our planet was Jesus of Nazareth and 
He died an apparent failure.” I am glad that the writer used the word 
‘apparent‘, for that one word makes a world of difference. Jesus’ death on 
the cross may have looked like failure, but actually it was a most glorious 
success. What does this say to us? Failure in itself is not so bad after all. 
 
 Because of what Iesus did on the cross. we are secure, also, against 
failure. The same One who took the darkness of the world’s sin, and 
brought forth the  light of the gospel, is able to take every failure of our 
lives and make it work in some way for good. If the gale of failure is 
lashing against your frail ship at the moment, and is threatening to drive 
you on to the rocks of disillusionment and despair, then drop your anchor 
at the cross. There you will find that John did find that God has chiselled a 
ledge in the bedrock of the universe just for you. You must face the fact 
that you may fail — success in everything can never be guaranteed — but 
perhaps God, through the failure, is stripping you of everything that He 
may give to you: Everything — Everything with a capital ‘E'. 
 
 Don't take your eyes off the cross. It was there that God showed His 
ultimate power. He overcame evil with good and hate by love. He turned 
what looked like an abysmal failure to a most marvellous victory. He may 
not save you from failure, but He will save you in it. You will be the 
victory. Then although you may never be able to preach a sermon. you can 
be one. 

Lord Jesus Christ, I see that everything I have is safe in You 
even my failures. You turn failure into fruitfulness - fruitfulness 
in me. I need be afraid of nothing for I can use everything. I am 
so very thankful. Amen. 
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Restoration  
“Dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the 

nations” - Psalm 22:28 

 Politics and uncertainty are difficult to deal with — we have seen that 
with Brexit. But for Christians in countries where there is persecution, 
political change brings not just uncertainty, but violence and fear. Speaking 
about Nigeria's recent presidential elections, a Nigerian pastor says: "Every 
time there are elections. there is so much fear of the unknown among 
Christians, because they have been targeted so often. We appreciate all 
Christians abroad for praying for the election. You are showing us that we 
are one in Christ and that anything that affects us here in Nigeria also 
affects you." 

 Sadly, it's not only elections that re-inforce persecution, as our main 
feature shows in many countries - including Nigeria on this year's Open 
Doors World Watch List. Christian women and girls are raped, abducted 
and forced into marriage, or used as sex slaves. Some are as young as ten 
years old. They are doubly vulnerable because of their faith and gender - 
and their stories are heart-breaking. Not only are they traumatised; they 
frequently have to live alongside the people who assaulted them, and are 
shunned by their loved ones. Too often, churches remain silent, ashamed of 
the stigma. That silence and stigma has to be broken. 

 It is shocking that our sisters are still treated like this in the Zist century 
— and even more shocking that so few Christians in other countries know 
about it. That's why we've launched the See Change campaign, to restore 
hope, dignity and identity to persecuted women by raising awareness of 
their plight, and support for the work of our local church partners in the 
field. Through the vital work that our partners are doing - both to provide 
trauma-counselling and therapy to persecuted women, and to equip church 
leaders to support women subjected to sexual violence - lives are being 
restored, marriages reconciled and hope reborn. It's a massive win and a 
witness to all. 

 Being persecuted because of your faith and gender is a huge injustice 
and Isaiah 51:5 says the Lord's arm will bring justice to the nations. I am so 
encouraged that Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt has called for an immediate 
review to look at UK support for persecuted Christians around the world. I 
am sure this review comes in response to all our prayers — so thank you for 
praying and please keep going! 

Henrietta,               CEO, Open Doors UK&I 
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Archbishop calls for ‘Creativity in mission’ 
at 

The Reverend Duncan Dormor’s Commissioning Service 
  
 The Most Reverend Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, spoke of 
catalysing creativity in mission during his Homily at the commissioning 
of The Reverend Duncan Dormor, General Secretary of USPG (United 
Society Partners in the Gospel) at a Eucharist Service in the Chapel of 
Lambeth Palace on Tuesday 12th February 2019. 

 The service was attended by a variety of international colleagues and 
guests, reflecting USPG’s partnership with churches worldwide, 
including Archbishop Naudal Alves Gomes, Primate of Brazil, who gave 
a reading from Genesis (Chap. 1:20-2:4) on God’s Creation in his own 
language and Archbishop Moses Nag Jun Yoo, Primate of Korea who 
sang verses of Mark 7:1-13 in Korean. The beautiful prayers of 
intercession were led by The Venerable Liz Adekunle, Archdeacon of 
Hackney. Focusing on the Genesis passage and the over-spilling 
creativity of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, the Reverend Justin 
Welby said: – 

 “In the life of the Church that lives in true harmony with God through 
Jesus Christ, we should be overflowing with creativity. We should be 
seeing what is not, and seeing it come to be, by working in partnership 
through grace with God himself. That is our call and our mission – and 
Duncan, in USPG that is your call and mission around the world: to be a 
place that catalyses creativity, imagination and a new sense of what the 
Church is to be in our rapidly-changing and deeply-fractured world.” 

 Duncan said, “It was a tremendous honour to be commissioned as 
General Secretary by Archbishop Justin in the Chapel at Lambeth on 
Tuesday. I was deeply touched that Archbishop Moses sang the gospel in 
traditional Korean chant and Bishop Naudal, read a lesson. Creativity in 
mission lies at the very heart of USPG’s global approach to rethinking 
mission, energising churches and communities and championing justice. I 
look forward to responding to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s call both 
personally and through USPG.”   

USPG 
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USPG Launches ‘Open to Encounter’ 
on ‘Bray Day’ 15th February 2019 

 USPG, is launching an engaging and enlightening invitation called 
‘Open to Encounter’, on February 15th 2019 which is also Bray 
Day.  Bray Day is the anniversary of USPG’s Founder, the Rev’d Dr 
Thomas Bray, who founded the charity in 1701 and it’s perhaps apt that 
this new, illuminating document explores the changing role of mission 
around the world in the 21st century. 

 Launching the strategy, the USPG General Secretary, The Rev’d 
Duncan Dormor described it as, “An invitation to go beyond your comfort 
zone, as Jesus did, to meet people of different cultures and to stand with 
the marginalised and dispossessed. This is an invitation to join us on the 
journey towards being a more globally-aware, inter-cultural Christian.” 

 In a revealing and insightful interview with young director, writer and 
performance artist Justina Kehinde, the Rev’d Duncan Dormor discusses 
the role of Mission in today’s society and what it means to be an ‘inter-
cultural’ Christian. He also explains USPG’s determination to rethink 
mission, energise the church and community and champion justice which 
are USPG’s three strategic aims. 

 “I warmly welcome this booklet as heralding a new era for USPG”, 
said The Most Rev’d and Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu, The Lord Archbishop 
of York, “At the same time…it’s important to recognise…through the 
faithful witness of so many missionaries over the centuries, USPG has 
helped to bring the Gospel to so many parts of the world and has also 
shown to us what we can learn and receive as a gift from the worldwide 
church.” 

 

-------------------------------- 

Higher Education 

 A little girl had been to Sunday School for the first time and was asked 
by her mother how it compared with the day school “Oh! I like it much 
better,” she said. “There are no exams there, and at the end you go to 
heaven instead of the High School.” 

Monarch Books 
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The Messenger  

Imagination: A time to pray 
A different way to explore Lent 

Children in 190 Church of England schools across the Diocese have been 
given wooden spoons to decorate, Lego™ to make traffic lights and 
welcome signs to colour, as part of our Lent course 2019, Shapes for 
Living. They’ve been looking at what is means to have a rule of life, and 
some of the activities and disciplines that were practised by Benedictine 
monks. It’s not too late to get involved—find out more and download 
activities for adults, for schools and for families at 
www.gloucester.anglican.org/your-ministry/shapes-for-living 

The activity below is taken from week four of the families 
programme. 

 
30 May to 9 June 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are asking Christians across the 
globe to join them in a global wave of prayer for the Church between 
Pentecost and Ascension. There are lots of ways to take part: 

 Download free resources and inspiration like the Adventure Prayer 
Map to guide children’s prayer (one free copy of the map is being 
supplied to all Church of England pupils in years 4-6). 
 

 #Pledge2Pray and add your prayer light to the map by adding your 
pledge at www.thykingdomcome.global 
 

 Share what you are doing on social media with #Pledge2Pray and 
#ThyKingdomCome in all your posts. 
 

Find out more at www.thykingdomcome.global 
 
 

 Every day faith—share your story 
 We would like to invite you to share your everyday faith story in a 
short video. Whether you are a mum, builder, administrator, doctor or are 
retired, the aim is to create two-minute-long videos of people sharing how 
they live out their faith every day. Each video will be linked to our LIFE 
vision and Thy Kingdom Come.  All films will be promoted through the 
diocesan website and social media and also made available for you to 
share on your own online platforms. Please contact Sam Cavender, 
scavender@glosdioc.org.uk or call 01452 835527.   
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Events 

Brunch and bounce 

Saturday 6 April, 9.30am to 11.30am at Gloucester Cathedral 
Chapter House 
A fun and relaxed get-together, open to all, with a bouncy castle and 
crafts for the children, plus coffee, pastries and the weekend papers. 

  

Eggsplore Easter 

Saturday 6 to Monday 22 April at Gloucester Cathedral 
Do you know what happened on the very first Easter Day? Come and 
explore this amazing building to find the answer. £1 per copy from the 
gift shop and exchange the completed trail for a tiny egg (subject to 
availability). More info www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk 

  

Catalyst: Your Voice, Central, with Revive. For young people aged 
11-18. 
Saturday 27 April, 7.30pm to 9.30pm, Kingfisher Church, 
Gloucester, GL1 4NJ 
Connect, worship, have your say. Have your voice heard about your faith 
and what really matters. More information from andy@therock.uk.com 
01242 700700. 
  

Cheltenham Jazz Festival 
4 to 6 May, Montpelier Gardens, Cheltenham 
Come along and make some music with the diocesan team at the 
Cheltenham Jazz Festival. You can try out our giant windchime, make a 
drum and find your own rhythm, think about what makes your heart sing 
and having encounters and conversations about the big things in life. If 
you’re interested in volunteering to help, contact Emma on 
eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk For more information on the festivals visit 
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com 

  

Faith in the Arts showcase 

Sunday 12 May, 3pm to 6pm at Discover Decrypt, Southgate 
Street, Gloucester GL1 1TP 
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Do the arts bring people into your church? Does the local choir or drama 
club rehearse there? Do you host art exhibitions—or would you like to? If 
so, this event is for you. Designed to bring together artists and church 
communities, this will be an opportunity to share experience and learn 
from each other. Talks, discussion and interactive arts sessions. Free—
book at christianartsfestival.org 
    

Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Emma 
eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter 

@glosdioc, view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester 

or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 

----------------------------- 

From Ireland 

 “Father,” asked the village reprobate. “What would be this sciatica that 
I read about?” 

 The parish priest saw his chance, “Ah,” he replied. “You may well ask. 
A most painful and incurable infliction, and it comes of loose living and 
bad ways. Those get sciatica who neglect their religious duties, and go 
after the drink, and lead lives of dissipation.” 

 “I am very grateful to you, Father,” the reproate replied, “and I am glad 
to know about the sciatica, for I have just read how his Lordship the 
Bishop is suffering from a severe attack of  it. 

The Tablet 

----------------------------- 
 The local Salvation Army corps at Elgin in north Scotland, though quite 
small, managed to attract large numbers for special events. One Christmas, 
the captain had written an Advent play making liberal use of both 
spotlights and music. There was, however, only one electric socket, which 
meant that considerable dexterity was required to effect changes. 
 Towards the end of the play, following the angel’s announcement, the 
captain experienced a problem removing the plug for the spotlight. An 
extra tug resulted in the plug coming suddenly free, and a surprised captain 
fell through the curtains, landing at the feet of a row of elderly ladies. From 
the row behind, a voice sang out, “Lo, he comes with clouds 
descending….” 

Monarch Books 
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Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 

  
Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10 am Monday (first Monday in 
the month Holy Communion) 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Prayer  Space  at  St.  Mary’s:  5.00 – 6.00pm  Wednesday,  in  the 
Catherine Chapel 

Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, subject to 
 clergy availability 

Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Evening Prayer at St. Martin’s, North Nibley: 5pm on Wednesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for 
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
 W. A. Spooner, an Anglican clergyman, was, at one time, warden of 
New College, Oxford. A nervous man, he had difficulty in getting his 
words out, resulting in numerous verbal blunders to the delight of the 
undergraduates, who undoubtedly added to the range. 
 Addressing a group of farmers, he intended to greet them as ‘sons of 
toil’, but instead began, ‘I see before me tons of soil.’ 
 In another sermon he said, ‘There is no peace in a home where a dinner 
swells.’ 

--------------------------------- 
 

  I was a Sunday school teacher in Glasgow in the late 1960s, and had 
been discussing with my group of five to seven year olds the story of the 
Last Supper. When the story and all the discussions were finished, we set 
about illustrating it.  
 Shortly afterwards, one wee girl proudly showed me her stickmen 
disciples with a big stickman Jesus. In the background was a very non-
Galilean mobile food van with a line of customers. 
 “What’s this?” I asked. 

 She looked at me in pity. “That’s where they get their supper from.” 

  Monarch Books 

Deadline for the May Magazine by April 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


