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 Kate Tutty, Hilary Varlow, James Yarker,  

Deanery Synod representatives: Adrian Davis, Irene Perks 

Safeguarding Officer:      Kate Tutty (01453-844 371) 

 
CHURCH BOOKINGS: Parish Office, Tuesday-Thursday 9.00-1.00, Friday 9-12 

noon (01453-842 175) 
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 Wotton-u-Edge (01453-842 300)  
 E-mail: douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 

 Copy deadline 14th of preceding month 

Clergy Days off:  
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A Letter from a Benefice Churchwarden 

U PON MY RETIREMENT from thirty years in education I looked 
forward to a quiet and relaxing life that included spending more time 

with family and friends, travelling, gardening, walking....... in short, all of 
those things that you are too busy or too tired to contemplate. 

 I remember the surprise question, posed at the end of a service, a little 
over twelve months ago. “What do you think about being our new 
churchwarden, Kay?” 

 “Oh no, not for me!” was my hasty response and the conversation 
continued about the latest village news. 

 A week later upon further reflection and after discussion with my dear 
husband (now the invaluable churchwarden’s assistant), I retracted my 
earlier response because I thought about how much I value our church as 
the centre of the community and the importance of its role, not just as a 
place of worship, but as a place of fellowship and peace. If nobody else 
came forward where would we be and we have only one service a month in 
Alderley. 

 Never, like me, underestimate the role, especially when the vicar retires! 
There is so much to do, so much to learn and more importantly so much to 
be gained from the opportunities to make new friendships, meet people and 
appreciate the kindness and generosity of people and the willingness of 
communities to join together in times of celebration and great sadness. 

 I am so grateful to all those people who give up their time to clean and 
decorate the church, who are on the rota for flowers, mowing the 
churchyard, providing refreshments, and who read at services. Many of 
these people are not regular attenders at church but they want to help. 

 The Interregnum period has provided so many opportunities for the 
parishes to work together and I am hopeful that this will continue to 
flourish when a new vicar is appointed. 

 I am sure that you will join me in saying a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone for whom the Interregnum period has caused extra duties, 
especially the clergy team and Rev’d Morag, who is doing a commendable 
job, exuding a persona of thoughtfulness and caring. 

 I am now looking forward to another busy and fulfilling year as a 
Churchwarden, whilst still enjoying all of those activities possible during 
retirement.  A warm welcome awaits any of you who would like to join 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for May: 
 

Wednesday 1st May 2.15pm, Parish Room 
Favourite Cakes and May Day Memories 
You are invited to bring a cake or memory and to say a few 
words about it if you would like to; followed by tea and biscuits. 
 
Wednesday 15th May 9.30am Corporate Communion 
Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. The service is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the service 
and for coffee afterwards. 
 
Wednesday 15th May 7.45pm St Martin’s, North Nibley 
A tour of the church guided by Sue Devine; followed by coffee 
and cake 
 

Remember, anyone is welcome to join us at our 
meetings and services. You do not have to bring 
anything or speak, so please do not be put off 
attending any meeting on that account. 

 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 

us in the Family Communion Service at St. Kenelm’s on the third Sunday 
of each month at 11am. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8. ‘Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.’ 

 Wishing you love, peace and happiness always, 

 Kay Pettifer 
 Churchwarden, Alderley with Tresham 
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From Toilets to Teaspoons 

A re-ordering update. 

 This sums up the first two major refurbishments, due to be completed 
by Easter this year as part of Phase 1. 

1.  Toilets. There are two toilets – both unisex but one is designed 
to enable anyone with limited mobility, or in a wheelchair, to 
access the facility. 

 There is a nappy-changing shelf in one, and a wash hand-basin in 
each. Concerns over sounds of flushing and odours have been 
carefully addressed - as promised in the original proposals. 

 It will be a great asset to all folks in need of these amenities, especially 
our older visitors and our very young ones. We can welcome everyone 
now, as all will feel comfortable in St. Mary’s; and no one will be 
apprehensive about coming to church if they have medical reasons for 
needing toilets. 

2. Servery. This has been designed to allow refreshments to be 
served in church, easily, without a number of trips to the Parish 
Room to fetch equipment. 

 3. There are no cooking facilities but a water heater and a 
dishwasher are planned features of this asset. 

 Woodwork, originally part of the church’s décor, has been utilised 
to help render the facades of these new amenities to look as though 
they belong to the church’s interior. 

 Now, here is a new idea! Sponsoring a toilet roll holder has got to be on 
your next Christmas letter of achievements for this year. Or maybe a toilet 
brush!? There is a list of similar requirements. The scheme asks you to 
donate the money you feel you can afford for a particular item. The list will 
be on the re-ordering boards in church with contact details. You ring or 
speak to one of the contacts and state your preference. When you have 
given the money to your contact, it will be crossed off the ‘wedding list’. 
Then everyone else knows what has been covered. Just to note that your 
name will not be affixed to the item! 

 Please consider giving your donation with Gift Aid if you are a 

taxpayer. 

 

 With thanks from the Re-ordering Committee, 
Shirley Wyse 
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After being nearly forgotten for 600 years, Julian's 
insights and gentle wisdom have now made her justly 
famous.  

 In a medieval church which emphasized God's condemning wrath, 
Julian wrote, 'There is no wrath in God….It is the most impossible thing 
that can be that God would be angry, for wrath and friendship are two 
opposites.' Just as striking and as relevant to the 21st century is Julian's 
perception of the feminine element in God. 'As truly as God is our Father,' 
Julian wrote, 'so truly God is our Mother.'  
 Julian, who was also called Juliana, was born in 1342, probably in 
Norwich. On May 13, 1373, she was healed of a serious illness after 
experiencing a series of visions of Christ's suffering and of the Blessed 
Virgin. She wrote two accounts; the second, longer version was composed 
20 or 30 years after the first. ‘Revelations of Divine Love’ (or ‘Showings’) 
is generally considered one of the most remarkable documents of medieval 
religious experience. It is a description of a series of visions which opened 
Julian to the depths of God's unconditioned love for us in Jesus Christ, and 
spans the most profound mysteries of the Christian faith -- such as the 
problems of predestination, the foreknowledge of God, and the existence 
of evil. The clarity and depth of her perception, the precision and accuracy 
of her theological presentation, and the sincerity and beauty of her 
expression reveal a mind and personality of exceptional strength and 
charm.  
 In the 14th and early 15th century, Julian spent much of her life as an 
anchorite, a vowed religious person living by herself in a small room 
attached to a parish church. Beyond this, little is actually known about 
Dame Julian, as she was called. She is the patron of the Order named after 
her, and spent the latter part of her life as a recluse at St. Julian's Church. 
 As Julian prayed often in silence, so the Order gives high priority to 
'still prayer' and intercession for all in need. As the three windows of 
Julian's anchorhold cell opened, one to the altar, one to the room of her lay 
sisters, and one to the public lane, so the life of the Order looks, first to the 
worship of God, secondly to the support and strength of the wider 
community of the Order - our Oblates and Associates - and thirdly to the 
service of others.  
 She died in about 1417, and is remembered in the Church calendar on 
May 8th 

Doug 

Julian of Norwich May 8th 
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St. Mary's Sing and Social 
Friday, May 10, 6.30 - 9.00pm  

 
Everyone is welcome to join us at the Sing and Social evening. 
We will sing,  break for some drinks and nibbles and cake and 

then sing some more.  You are welcome to the whole evening 

or just to join for the first or second half.  This will be a great 
opportunity to sing with the choir and learn some new hymns. It 

will also be good to have more suggestions of new music you 

would like to sing -- please contact Eddie on a Sunday or on 
07789 777008.  

Martin Dove, Tel. 521459 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Alan 01453 521388 or Jackie 01453 845178 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 
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Choir Notes 
 Firstly, can I thank all those who sang in the Crucifixion, both soloists 
and choir and also a big thank you to all who attended and I hope that you 
found the performance an additional act of meditation as we approach 
Easter. 

 I have continued to use some of the new music learnt at the last Sing 
and Social in the Eucharist service. There will be another Sing and Social 
in May and if you want any hymns/songs included please speak to Martin 
or myself. 

 The standard of performance of the choir at Choral Evensongs on the 
third Sunday of every month is equal to that of a good cathedral choir but 
sadly we do not attract a large congregation. If you feel able please come 
and support us. 

 The choir has now another new young chorister and it would be good if 
we could attract more members. Choir practices on Fridays are organised in 
a relaxed and enjoyable manner so if you feel you would like to join, or 
know of others that would enjoy being involved, then please contact me 
either in church or on 07789777008. Remember, age is no barrier (young 
or more mature) and there is no audition. So come and enjoy both the 
singing and social aspect of the choir. Remember, singing is a very healthy 
activity. We struggle for tenors and basses in the morning choir. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church music 
please see me on any Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 

Golden Wedding 
Congratulations to John and Mary Downs who celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, 7th April.  They were 
married at St. Mary's church 50 years ago and we wish them 
both many more happy years together.  Lovely to see them walk 
down the aisle together towards the end of the morning Eucharist 
service. 

Jackie Excell 
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Save the Date 

VINEY HILL CAMPING AND SOCIAL WEEKEND 

IS FROM 21st – 23rd June 2019 

 

 St. Mary’s has booked the Viney Hill Christian Outward Bound 
Centre in the Forest of Dean, near Lydney for another summer 
weekend. 

 Get to know those at St Mary’s in this relaxed atmosphere, with 
plenty of time to chat, share a meal and join in activities if you 
choose. We hold compline before bed and a service before lunch 
on Sunday. 

 The surroundings are ideal for a walk or bike-ride and we enjoy 
an evening talent show and bonfire chat (weather permitting). 
Saturday’s organised activities include: Archery and raft building 
(we have reserved the lake this year!) which are led by a qualified 
instructor (additional cost approx. from £14 to £15.50 each). We 
also have free activities for the young and old to join. 

No need to pitch a tent (they are pre-erected) or you can stay in 
one of the Cabins. 

Food is included in the price with inside-facilities for preparing and 
serving meals and a lounge for relaxing. 

Cost subject to confirmation: Weekend: adults/8+yrs £47 pp, 
school age to 8yrs £35 pp, 1-7yrs £20 pp, under 1 free.  

Saturday: £14 per adult/8+ yrs, £5 per 1-7 years. 
 
Enquiries please contact Mrs. Teresa Pottinger, telephone 01453 

843272 or teresa.pottinger@talk21.com 

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

mailto:teresa.pottinger@talk21.com
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Sleepwalking 

 My daughter used to sleepwalk when she 
was a child. It was disconcerting to see 
Hannah climb downstairs with her eyes wide 
open, knowing she was asleep. She gave every 
impression of being awake, but the reality was 
quite different. Gently, we would persuade her 

to go back to bed — which was difficult enough when she was awake! 

 Sometimes adults,  too, can give the appearance of being awake when actually 
we are ‘spiritually sleepwalking’. The joys and trials of life make people weary, 
both physically and faith-wise, too. 

 It happened to the disciples — Peter, James and John. They were sleepy at the 
time of Jesus’ transfiguration. Luke 9:32 reveals that, ‘Peter and his companions 
were very sleepy….’ It was not until they were fully awake that they ‘..... saw his 
glory and the two men standing with him’. 

 The disciples were exhausted again in the garden of Gethsemane before Jesus’ 
crucifixion. 

 We can also become drowsy in heart and mind and fail to reflect on our 
experiences; fail to wrestle with our consciences; fail to hear what our Lord is 
saying to us; or fail to see the glorious new thing that God wants to do in our lives 
or the world at large. Are we sleepwalking, for example, whilst an estimated 40 
million people are living with HIV/AIDS and nearly three million are dying each 
year? 

MAYBE TODAY you could check you are fully awake, for the philosopher, 
Plato, said ‘The unexamined life is not worth living’. 

PRAYER: Lord, don’t let the rhythm of life rock me into a slumber. Rather, keep 
me conscious of Your purposes and glory. Amen. 

BIBLE READING: 

The Transfiguration: Luke 9:28-36 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins: Matthew 25:1-13  

FURTHER REFLECTION: 

God of miracles and wonders, 

shatter our complacency; 

challenge our apathy; 

feed our spiritual curiosity; 

until our restless souls 

find peace in Your grace and mercy. 

 This we pray, in the name of our Saviour, Jesus, who came that we might find 
spiritual freedom and everlasting life. Amen. 

 



 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maybe Today’, Tony Miles - CWR 
 
 

 
From CMS 

 We take creation care seriously: “For God so loved the world” – the 
planet and the people – and we want to join him in the renewal of both. In 
light of this, mission spirituality adviser Ian Adams, guides us through this 
account of creation and encourages us to take action. 

 If that whets your appetite for more, you can also listen to interviews, 
watch videos and read articles about creation care on the CMS Resource 
Hub, as well as stories from our people in mission (be sure to check the 
Related Content). 

 Also, look out for some new video interviews that we’ll be posting later 
in the month for Earth Day (22 April). 

 We hope this material inspires and encourages you! 

Helen Brook 
Church Mission Adviser 
 
 

Art Group   
Next meeting for the Art Group will be on 3rd May at 1.30 - 4.00 in 
the Parish Room.                   Anne 

https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-67L1D-8XA3PA-3JFCNY-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-67L1D-8XA3PA-3JFCNY-1/c.aspx
https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-67L1D-8XA3PA-3JFCNZ-1/c.aspx
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Cather ine 
Chapel on Sundays 5th, 12th and 26th. Story sacks and books are 
available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 
We hope to continue to have a leader for Children’s Church as 
often as possible, and will let you know via facebook when that will 
happen. 
 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am 

6th: Bank Holiday - No Little Church 
13th: TBC 
20th: TBC 
27th: Bank Holiday - No Little Church 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Church: Saturday 11th ‘Pray, pray, pray’ - looking at the 
story of the Unjust Judge 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Family Communion: Sunday 19th - Celebrate ‘Open the Book’ 
with Revd Jo Wetherall 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 

Family Time: 

Talk about which food you would take to a picnic breakfast on 
the beach with Jesus. 
Donate boxes of your favourite breakfast cereal to a local food 
bank. 
 

Pray: 
Forgive us, Lord Jesus, 
and give strength to those who need to turn their 
lives around. 
May they feel your presence and guidance as they 
seek to change. Amen. 
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Hymn for the Month 
 "Living Lord" (463 in AHON) 

(This is a reprint from our 2006 magazine) 

 Eastertide lasts for forty days - six weeks of joyful celebration 
corresponding to the forty days of solemnity in Lent. We celebrate that 
"Christ is risen - he is risen indeed" - it is a fact that he has risen from the 
dead and we celebrate it for forty days until Ascension Day. 

 For the first disciples, their celebration was more personal than ours. 
Peter knew his Lord's forgiveness for his cowardly denial; Thomas had 
his doubts dispersed and his faith strengthened; Cleopas and his 
companion and half-a-dozen others met their Lord over a meal. So do we: 

 Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, You are one with us, Mary's  
  Son; 
 You have commanded us to do this, in remembrance, Lord, of you:  
 Into our lives your power breaks through, Living Lord. 

 Our Lord rose from the dead on the first day of the week, so every 
Sunday is an Easter Day, and we meet our Risen Lord in the way he told 
us to - by breaking bread and sharing the cup - and we have the same 
experience as Peter, Thomas and the others: 

 Cleansing our souls from all their sin, pouring your love and    
  goodness in,  
 Jesus, our love for you we sing, Living Lord. 

 But those forty days of the first Eastertide were not only days of 
unalloyed happiness: they were also days of preparation for the days that 
were to follow - days of  witness to the Risen Lord, of spreading the 
Gospel, of showing the world how God wanted people to live and how 
they could live because their sins had been forgiven: they were God's sons 
and daughters whom he loved and wanted to live with him for ever. For 
those first disciples, the first Eastertide was a time of dedication and 
preparation - not merely to a purpose but also to a Lord and his service. 
The two-thousand-and-sixth Eastertide is the same for us! 

 Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you, live my life for you, Son of   
  God. 
 All your commands I know are true, Your many gifts will make me   
 new,  
 Into my life your power breaks through, Living Lord. 

T.N. 
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Diary for May 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 
1st Wednesday  – Philip and James, Apostles 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Favourite 

Cakes and May Day Memories 
 3.00pm North Nibley PCC – Blanchworth House 
2nd  Thursday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 6.30pm Wotton Arts Festival – Schools concert 
3rd Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group at St. Mary’s – in Parish Room 
4th  Saturday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton Arts Festival concert with the Bristol Ensemble at 

St. Mary’s 
 
5th Sunday   – 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 No service at Tresham today 
 1.30pm Baptism of Sophie Sully at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Wotton Arts Festival Service (no separate Evensong) 
6th  Monday – Bank Holiday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 No Little Church at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
7th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
8th  Wednesday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
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 7.00pm Wotton PCC Eucharist followed by PCC meeting, all in the 
Catherine Chapel 

9th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
10th Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 6.30pm Sing and Social at St. Mary’s – Open to all 
11th  Saturday  
 9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – “Pray, pray, pray!” – 

breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. 
 Blue Coat May Fair in school grounds 
 1.00pm Les Smitherman and Emma Sansom wedding at St. 

Martin’s 
 
12th Sunday  – 4th Sunday of Easter 
 Beginning of Christian Aid Week 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Christian Aid Service at Synwell Chapel 
13th Monday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to the Parish 
Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
 7.30pm LMT in Parish Room 
14th Tuesday   - Matthias the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
15th Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union Corporate 

Communion); 
 7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Tour of St. 

Martin’s, North Nibley 
16th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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17th  Friday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group at St. Mary’ – in Parish Room 
18th Saturday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
19th  Sunday  – 5th Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
 1.30pm Baptism of Hugo and Evie Ballinger at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
20th Monday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish 
Room 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
21st Tuesday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
23rd Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
24th Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s. 
25th Saturday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.00pm Wedding of Tom Beale and Charlotte Pointon at St. 

Kenelm’s 
 
26th Sunday   – 6th Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
 (No Evensong) 
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27th Monday   - Bank Holiday Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.45am Visiting Bellringers peal at St. Mary’s 
 No Little Church 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room. 
28th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room. 
29th Wednesday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
30th Thursday  – Ascension Day 
 8.00am Morning Communion for Ascension Day at St. Mary’s 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
31st Friday  – Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 

 
Early Dates for June 

 
1st  Saturday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
2nd Sunday  – 1st After Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s & Baptism of William Howe 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
3rd Monday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church, meet at St. Mary’s then head to Parish Room 

at 10am 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
4th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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 5
th Wednesday   

 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Poppies 

revisited” 
6th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
5th   May  Sophie Rose Sully    (St. Mary’s) 
19th  May  Hugo and Evie Ballinger  (St. Mary’s) 
 

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 
11th May   Les Smitherman and Emma Sansom  (St. Martin’s) 
25th May   Tom Beale and Charlotte Pointon   (St. Kenelm’s) 
 
 
 

Readings for May 
 

5th  3rd Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 9: 1-6 [7-20]  Revelation 5: 11-end  John 21: 1-19 
12th 4th Sunday of Easter 
  2 Kings 5, 1, 6-14 ;  James 5, 13-16 ;    Luke 9 .1-6. 
19th 5th Sunday of Easter 
  TBA 
26th 6th Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 16: 9-15;   Revelation 21: 10, 22 - 22: 5;  John 14: 23-29 

----------------------- 

 In our small village the vicar has asked us to raise funds for repairs to 
the church, a new church hall, new hymn books, a new church minibus, 
and much else. 
 We are now known not as “the flock” but “the fleeced.”  

Monarch Books 
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Word Search 
Sight Seeing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 Behold  Binocular  Clear Eyeball  Eyes  Glance

 Glass Look  Lorgnette  Monocle  Observe Peek 

 Peep  Perceive Pupil  Retina Scope Seeing Sight 

 Spectacles Squint Stare View  Vision Watch 
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The Red Letter days of the Church Calendar commemorate 
either an event (Easter, Ascension) or a person (St. Mark, St. 
Thomas); this one remembers both: the event is a visit and the 
persons are our Lord's mother and Elizabeth, the mother of 
John the Baptist. Both women were mothers of men 
outstanding in the Gospel story. But what is important about 
their meeting? 

 Elizabeth had been married to a priest named Zechariah for many years 
and they had lived into middle-age but had had no children. One day, when 
Zechariah was about his priestly duties in the Temple, he was confronted by 
the angel Gabriel, who told him that his wife would have a son, who was to 
be called John and would be the precursor of the long-awaited Messiah. 

 Mary was a country girl looking forward to her marriage to the village 
carpenter. Gabriel came to her with the news that she was to be the mother 
of the Messiah. He added that this would be the work of God himself and 
she was to call her child Jesus. When Mary expressed bewilderment at this 
news, Gabriel went on to say that her relative Elizabeth, who was thought 
to be beyond child-bearing, was six months pregnant - implying that what 
God had done for Elizabeth he could also do for Mary. The difference, of 
course, was that Elizabeth had had no choice in the matter, but God was 
looking for Mary's assent, which she gave. 

 Mary immediately went to visit Elizabeth (was she an aunt or a 
cousin?), a journey getting on for a hundred miles. Elizabeth could not have 
been expecting her but St. Luke's Gospel tells us that when the girl arrived 
"the babe (the future John the Baptist) leaped in her womb" and blessed 
Mary for her humble obedience to Gabriel's message. It seems that the two 
women, in spite of their great difference in age, "got on" well with each 
other and Mary stayed with Elizabeth almost until the birth of John. 

 Luke's description of the event (chapter 1, verses 39-49) is a beautiful 
word-picture of a happy family occasion and it is possible that he included 
it in his Gospel to emphasize the close relationship of our Lord to John the 
Baptist. John was to prepare the way for Jesus' ministry. Neither of them 
seemed to begin his work until he was in his thirties, and they may well 
have met each other from time to time and exchanged ideas about what they 
were going to do and how they might set about it. 

The Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 

 

May 31st 
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 But, on this day, we are expected to focus our thoughts on Mary and 
Elizabeth. What have they to tell us? Perhaps that God calls women into 
his service. Since Biblical times many who are now renowned for their 
service of Christ have testified to the influence of their mother on their 
lives --  St. Augustine and John Wesley are outstanding examples -- but 
there are thousands of less well-known ones - how many of us can testify 
to have acquired our faith and learnt to pray at our mother's knee? And it's 
not only in motherhood that women can serve God. St. Luke tells us of a 
group of women who sometimes travelled with our Lord and his apostles 
and "provided for them out of their means" (chapter 8, vv. 2-3). 

 We may not see angels these days, but God still visits us, sometimes 
directly, sometimes through other people, and calls us to do some kind of 
service for him, perhaps in the Church, perhaps elsewhere. The response 
of Mary and Elizabeth is a reminder that "Whatever God asks us to do, he 
always helps us to do it" - and young and old can help and encourage each 
other. 

T.N. 

 

 

 

Hmm! 

On one occasion at the midweek meeting I spoke on “Heaven and 
Hell”. 

At the end of the talk the secretary stood up to give the notices, saying, 
“Well, friends, it will soon be time to think about the outing - which place 
do you want to go to?” 

Monarch Books 

 

“The prospect of being forced to give up 
one’s life for the cause of Christ is not 
pleasant, but for a Christian death is not 

the end; it is the prelude to a new and joyously endless life 
shared with Jesus himself.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’- Selwyn Hughes 

Punch Line 
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The Messenger 

Thy Kingdom Come, Thursday 30 May to 
Sunday 9 June 

T HERE IS A HUGE GLOBAL WAVE OF PRAYER planned from 
Ascension (30 May) to Pentecost (9 June). Christians from 

across the world are praying the line in the Lord’s Prayer that asks 
“Thy Kingdom Come”. 
 What does that actually mean when we pray that line? We’re 
praying for the world to be healed, for relationships to flourish, for 
an end to war and hatred and for God to rule over the world with 
justice, peace and love. We’re praying for the people that we know 
and love to come to know Jesus Christ and for their lives to be 
completely transformed by his joy and truth. What a mind-blowing 
prospect. If you’re excited by the thought of the power of prayers 
from across the globe joining and Christians standing together for 
love, you can be part of it. 
 Visit www.thykingdomcome.global to 

 Get resources and help to focus your prayers 

 Share what you are doing on social media—use 
#Pledge2Pray and #ThyKingdomCome in your posts. 

 Add your light to the map of the world. 
 And if you’re not sure about joining in, but would like to be prayed 
for at this time, please do get in touch (kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk). 
  

Cheltenham Jazz Festival 
Friday 4 to Monday 6 May, 10-6pm, Montpelier Gardens, 
Cheltenham 
Come along and make some music with the diocesan team. Try out our 
giant windchime, make a drum and find your own rhythm, think about 
what makes your heart sing and have conversations about the big things in 
life. If you’re interested in volunteering, contact Emma, 
eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk For more information on the festivals visit 
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com 
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25th anniversary celebration of women ordained into priesthood 
Monday 20 May, 5.30pm at Gloucester Cathedral 
Everyone is welcome and if you are a member of the clergy attending, you 
are invited to bring along a girl or young woman who is being encouraged 
to become who they are called to be. This is about aspiration and not 
necessarily about a calling to ordained ministry, although it would be 
wonderful if we could particularly identify young women and girls who 
might be encouraged to explore ordained vocation whether now or in the 
future. RSVP to dbest@glosdioc.org.uk or 01452 835 511 by Friday 10 
May. 
 
The Christian Arts Festival is now on 
Loads of events are taking place now across the Diocese with a family 
friendly and fun focus. Comedian Paul Kerensa (writer of Miranda, Not 
Going Out, TFI Friday) is on stage at St Michael’s Whaddon on Friday 3 
May, 7.30pm. 
There’s a folk dancing workshop at Gas Green Church, Cheltenham on 
Saturday 4 May, 10.30am to 1pm, where there’s the chance to explore the 
UK’s country dance heritage and learn some of the Jewish steps Jesus 
would have known. 
Make a puppet at the Bee Daws Puppet workshop and give them a story 
plus a heart-warming little piece of theatre on friendship. This is for 
children 5+ accompanied by an adult on Saturday 11 May, 10am to 
12.30pm at Discover DeCrypt, Gloucester. 
There’s absolutely loads on offer for all different groups of people—have a 
look at the full programme at christianartsfestival.org Tickets for all events 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/christianartsfestival or telephone 03336 
663366 (£1.75 for telephone booking). 
 
Bishop’s sign language challenge 
Bishop Rachel has been learning 50 words in sign language to raise 
awareness of the work of the Gloucestershire Deaf Association (GDA). It’s 
part of their 100-year anniversary celebrations. 
Bishop Rachel said. “I will learn words that I can use in my work and aim 
to have completed my challenge by the end of May. It’s a daunting feeling 
learning something new from scratch, but I’m committed because the 
money raised from the campaign will help the charity to continue 
providing life-changing practical and emotional support to the thousands of 
children, young people and adults who have been born deaf and are British 
Sign Language (BSL) users and those who have become deaf through 
illness or age.” To make a donation visit justgiving.com/fundraising/
bishoprachelsbslchallenge 
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Events 
Faith in the Arts showcase 
Sunday 12 May, 3pm to 6pm, Discover Decrypt, Southgate 
Street, Gloucester GL1 1TP 
Designed to bring together artists and church communities, this will 
be an opportunity to share experience and learn from each other. 
Talks, discussion and interactive arts sessions. Free—book at 
christianartsfestival.org 
  
Catalyst: Your Voice 
Sunday 12 May, 7-8.30pm, St. Laurence Church, High Street, 
Stroud, GL5 1AP 
Christian? Aged between 11 – 18? Come and tell us about what 
could help you in your faith journey? 
Do you talk about your faith with your friends? What could help 
your  
confidence in talking about those things that really matter? Contact  
barrie@thedoor.org.uk to find out more. 
  
Ascension Day hilltop service 
Thursday 30 May, 7am at the top of Cooper’s Hill 
St. George’s Church, Brockworth will mark Ascension Day with a 
short act of worship at 7am at the top of Coopers Hill, Gloucester. 
All are welcome to join in this special service. For more 
information contact 
churchoffice@st-george-brockworth.org.uk 
  
Michael Perham Cathedral Lecture 
Monday 3 June, 7pm, University Chapel, Francis Close Hall, 
Swindon Road GL50 4AZ 
Lecture by Canon Lucy Winkett, Rector of St. James’ Church, 
Piccadilly. The lecture is called ‘The silence of the damned?’ - is 
there space for public and shared silence in contemporary multi-
faith Britain? Tickets eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-2019-michael-perham-
university-cathedral-lecture-tickets-58636944680 

mailto:barrie@thedoor.org.uk
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Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Emma, 

eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter  @glosdioc, 

view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 

gloucester.anglican.org 

 

 

Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 

Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday and Friday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special services 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for  
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
  
 The rector of a church  in Nottinghamshire was visiting an aged and 
ailing parishioner. She fixed him with a stern gaze. “When I die, rector,” 
she insisted. “I want you to take my funeral. I can’t hear that young curate 
at all.” 

--------------------------------- 
 As a soldier in the Salvation Army I used to accompany the 
Commanding Officer to sell the War Cry in local pubs. No matter what 
rank the officer held, one landlord always referred to him as ‘lieutenant’. 
 One Friday evening the landlord made his customary greeting, to 
which our C.O. replied, “I’m a captain now, I have two pips on my 
shoulder, not one.” Hearing this, one of the locals leaning on the bar 
commented, “The more pips, the bigger the lemon.” 
 We made good sales that night. 

--------------------------------- 
 A boat crashed onto the rocks and began to sink. 
 “Does anyone know how to pray?” shouted the skipper. 
 “Yes, I do,” cried a zealous Christian, leaping to his feet. 
 “Good,” said the skipper. “You pray, the rest of us will put on our life-
jackets. We’re one short.” 

    Monarch Books 

Deadline for the June Magazine by May 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


