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Letter from Sue, 
Dear Friends, 

I F WE ARE HONEST, all of us, no matter what our circumstances, 
would want them to be better – looks, health, friends, finances, holidays 

– the list is probably endless. The Reverend William Smith came up with a 
list of requisites for contented living in a new year’s sermon. This was 
summarized in a periodical entitled The Christian Work and Evangelist in 
January 1904. And it is on this that the following is based: 

Health enough to make work a pleasure; 
Wealth enough to support our needs; 
Strength enough to battle with difficulties and forsake them; 

Grace enough to confess our shortcomings and overcome them; 
Patience enough to toil until some good is accomplished; 
Charity enough to see some good in our neighbour; 

Love enough to move us to be useful and helpful to others; 
Faith enough to make real the things of God; 
Hope enough to remove all anxious fears concerning the future. 

How lucky the person who possesses enough in his or her life. 
 
Paul encourages us more simply:  

I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it 
is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and 
all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and 
of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do 
all things through him who strengthens me. 

(Philippians 4:11a-13) 

 It is still a tall order, for we do not all have Paul’s strength of character. 
I tend to agree with this advice attributed to Goethe: 

It is not doing the things we like to do, but liking the things we 
have to do that makes life blessed. 

 In the coming weeks, whatever life throws at you, I wish you good 
humour and health enough to like all the things you have to do so that you 
can feel content and happy. 

Love and God bless, 
Sue 
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Changes to Services 
 After much discussion with our clergy members, and in 
conversation with our Archdeacon and Rural Dean, a decision has 
been made to reduce some services with immediate effect.   Our 
Sunday services remain the same, however there will be one mid-
week Eucharist service on a Wednesday at 9.30 am  held in our 
Katharine Chapel.  The Friday morning Eucharist will be postponed 
until further notice. 

 Some of the Saints’ days services (some red letter days) will not 
be held but incorporated into a Wednesday or a Sunday service 
closest to the day and date.  

  A list is being compiled of those services that will not be held and 
will be handed to our Administrator to help with organisation of 
rotas. 

 Whilst we have been covering as many services as possible with 
the help of outside clergy as well as those with Permission to 
Officiate, it has become increasingly difficult to secure the vacant 
slots in our calendar.  

 We will, of course keep you Informed of any changes and 
updates when we have them. 

 Thank you for your understanding. 
The Churchwardens 

 
 

 
The Word is sweet when it comes to us from 
God, but when rejected by those we share it 
with it can turn to bitterness inside us.   It is  

not that we are bitter because of the rejection, but we 
experience the bitterness that comes with rejection. But 
whether it is rejected or not, the Word must be shared. The 
work of witness is powerful and vital. 

‘Every Day With Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 

Punch Line 
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 Retiring Church Warden 
 This year at the APCM Alan Bell stood down after his three years in 

office as Churchwarden at St. Mary's and St. Nicholas Churches.  Douglas 

Hinton has now replaced Alan as a Churchwarden, and Lynda Durrant will 

be our newly appointed Deputy Churchwarden.  The Vice Chair and PCC 
thanked Alan for his time serving as Churchwarden for us.  However, Alan 

will not be too far away should we need advice.  

 I would personally like to thank Alan for all his help, advice and support 

that he has given to me as well as all the behind-the-scenes work that he 
has carried out so diligently. It has been an interesting two years serving 

with him as Churchwarden.   

 Equally, I now look forward to working with Douglas Hinton and he 

received a warm welcome from Archdeacon Hilary at the Deanery Visitation 

on 12th May at St. John's Church in Chipping Sodbury.   

Jackie Excell, Churchwarden 

 

 

 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Jackie 01453 845178 or Douglas 07415 541359 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 
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Hmm! 
 A Sunday school teacher was endeavouring to instil in her class the 
difference between right and wrong. 
 “Let’s take another example,” she explained. “If I were to get into a 
man’s pocket and take his purse with all his money, what would I be?” 
 A little boy raised his hand. “You’d be his wife.” 

Monarch Books 

 
 
 
 
 

Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for 
June 

 

Wednesday 5th June 2.15pm St. Mary’s Parish Room 
You are welcome to join us for some memories as Helen and 
Arthur Barry show their video of The Poppies Revisited, 
followed by tea and biscuits and chat 
 
Wednesday 19th June 9.30am Corporate Communion 
Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. The service is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the service and 
for coffee afterwards. 
 
Wednesday 19th June 7.45pm St. Mary’s Parish Room 
Pam and Phil Nash talk about Travels, followed by tea and 
biscuits and chat. 
 

VISITORS MOST WELCOME 
 

Further information on all events from: 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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. 
Choir Notes 

 May I first apologise to you all for cancelling the last Sing and 
Social due to a family bereavement. There will be another Sing and 
Social later in the year and if you want any hymns/songs included 
please speak to Martin or myself. 

 The choir has recently recruited Franky, a new adult member for 
the Evensong choir who will be singing alto. We have also had a  six
-year-old young lady join who has a lovely sweet voice and also 
reads very well. Her name is Wren. 

 Choir practices continue on Fridays and are organised in a relaxed 
and enjoyable manner so if you feel you would like to join, or know 
of others who would enjoy being involved, then please contact me 
either in church or on 07789777008. Remember age is no barrier 
(young or more mature) and there is no audition. So come and enjoy 
both the singing and social aspect of the choir. Remember singing is 
a very healthy activity. 

 One very notable achievement since writing to you last month is 
that Anna Geary, our head chorister, took the Grade 8 Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music singing examination and 
passed with a distinction, only losing 15 marks in the whole 
examination. Grade 8 is the highest grade. 

 The standard of performance of the choir at Choral Evensongs on 
the third Sunday of every month is equal to that of a good cathedral 
choir but sadly we do not attract a large congregation. If you feel 
able, please come and support us. 

 One notice for the future is that on Saturday, October 26th will be 
a ‘Come and Sing Messiah’ with all proceeds going to church funds. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church 
music please see me on any Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
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Henry Sewell was born on August 21st, 1847 at Upton-on-
Severn.  He was the only son of Henry Sewell of Claybury, 
Essex, a Solicitor, and Charlotte, daughter of Rev’d Dr. Wood.  

 He was Vicar of St. Mary’s, Wotton, from 1883 - 1903, succeeding 
Benjamin Perkins who had held the living since 1829. Naturally, he had 
become less active in his later years, though as a younger man he had made 
extensive alterations and restoration of the church, raised money for the 
poor in the Hungry Forties and led an unsuccessful movement to get 
Wotton a local Board of Health with power to improve housing and 
sanitation.   But as headmaster of the grammar school he became an 
obstacle to modernization. 
 Henry Sewell, as Vicar, immediately embarked on another drastic 
restoration of the church, completely altering the appearance of the interior.  
Undoubtedly rather autocratic, he gave us a light and spacious church. As 
vicar of the parish he was hard-working and conscientious. It was his 
practice to preach the Annual Parish Sermon in April of each year, 
reviewing the past twelve months. In 1889 he reported that there had been 
1,000 services, including 181 of Holy Communion.  Collections on that 
day, for church funds, amounted to £156.6.9d – a staggering sum, if 
translated into currency of today. He always said that his poor parishioners 
gave more generously than the rich — a sign that they appreciated his care 
for them.   There were three services on Sundays and three in mid-week. 
 Concern for Social Welfare. When he came to Wotton, he found too 
many parishioners living in very poor conditions.   Water had to be fetched 
from a few street pumps – The Chipping, The Tolsey, Old Town – drawn 
from polluted wells or even dipped from the spring at Streamleaze or even 
Dyers Brook.  As a result, there was much water-borne disease and an 
appalling child death rate. His visiting of the sick and poor brought all this 
home to him, and he at once began a campaign which lasted for eleven 
years, to bring a supply of clean water to the town. Parish affairs were in the 
hands of the Vestry (which could be, and was, attended by nonconformists) 
which had limited powers – incapable of raising loans for public 
improvements, etc. It was not long  after this that a Rural Sanitary Board 
came into existence at Dursley with permissive powers to deal with 
sanitation, water and refuse collection — but its members were Guardians 
of the Poor for the area, whose main object was to keep the rates down – 
they were usually landowners and wealthier business men. 

Canon Henry Sewell August 21st 
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 Most Wotton land and much property belonged to Lord Fitzhardinge.   It 
must be recorded that he, like other landowners, was an obstacle to sanitary 
reform. The Authority eventually appointed Wotton Parochial Committee to 
advise on local problems – vestry members and Wotton guardians. Sewell 
became chairman of this, and year after year pressed for reform. 
 Early in 1894, the Sanitary Authority at last agreed to raise a loan of 
£3,500 to give Wotton a supply of water, and the springs at Rushmire were 
tapped and brought to the town. (Note: Lord Fitzhardinge gave land at 
Coombe Quarry to build a reservoir).   This was only the beginning – the 
supply was not adequate for many years, but it was an important step. (In 
October 1894 Lord Fitzhardinge officially declared the water works open). 
 Later that year, when Parish Councils and Rural District Councils were 
about to be set up, Sewell tried to get Wotton made an Urban District on its 
own, which would give the widest powers.   There was a tumultuous public 
meeting in the Town Hall when the Berkeley Faction and Sewell’s 
supporters met head on.  The police had to be called to restore order – on 
the platform!   The meeting voted for Sewell’s proposal, but Wotton got 
only a Parish Council and the right to elect members of Dursley Rural 
District Council.   It needed a great deal of courage to stand up to Lord 
Fitzhardinge and the land-owning gentry in those days and many other 
ratepayers were very hostile.   He was subject to much abuse and 
unpopularity – which he could take without flinching. 
 Sewell served on the Parish Council for a time and I seem to remember 
that he was elected to the Rural District Council but am not sure.   He 
became a county councillor before he left Wotton in 1903.   When the first 
election to the Parish Council was held in the Town Hall (by show of 
hands) he was there, asking candidates whether they were in favour of 
taking advantage of the recent Public Health Act to provide better housing 
and if they would try to provide a recreation ground. 
 Soon after his arrival, Sewell bought the old Austin mill in the Steep, 
henceforth known as Church Mill (now the library).  This he adapted for 
church work, especially young people. The top floor was a boys’ Sunday 
School and club on weekdays.  The ground floor was the girls’ Sunday 
School and weekday club, for meetings, sewing classes, social teas and 
amusements. The middle floor was the Church Institute – for quarterly 
subscription of 1s.6d (7½p) members could read the newspapers or play 
billiards, bagatelle and other games. Smoking was allowed, but not betting 
or alcohol.   Plenty of cocoa and coffee was available. It was open from 
9.00 am to 9.45 pm and he must have had many voluntary helpers. There 
were weekly entertainments, musical and otherwise, in the Church Institute. 
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It was also available for non-church events like Christmas parties, tea 
parties etc. All this survived throughout his twenty years as vicar – no 
mean achievement at a time when there was no help from the rates — the 
first real effort in youth work in Wotton. 
Education. This was one of his keen interests. He was a relative of Canon 
Edward Sewell, a High Churchman of the time of the Oxford Movement 
with Keble, Pusey etc. who founded St. Columba’s College in Ireland and 
Radley College. Our Canon Sewell did pay visits to Ireland. 
 He was a governor of Katharine, Lady Berkeley’s Grammar School.  
When the 1902 Education Act made the County Council the Local 
Education Authority, many people wished the school to remain 
independent. Sewell, already a County Councillor, understood the situation 
and persuaded the governors that it should become a voluntary aided 
school, preserving a measure of self-government but with finance from the 
Education Committee. Nearly all small schools that tried to remain 
independent faded out, and he could foresee this. Some people would think 
this was his most important service to Wotton. 
 He became Chairman of the Gloucestershire Education Committee for 
many years.   Probably his interest in education led him to leave Wotton 
for the small rural parish of Sandhurst near Gloucester, so that he could 
give more time to work for the County. Canon Henry Sewell died on May 
15th 1943 aged 95 years. 
 

(This is a copy of notes and memories written by someone probably in the 
1920s or 1930s.   It was given to me many years ago.   I thought many of you 
may be interested to read this. I don’t agree with many of the alterations he 
made in St. Mary’s, but without a doubt he was a good Priest and a 
remarkable man). 

   Michael Chappell 
 
 

St. Mary's Art Group 
The next session will be on June 7th.  at 1.30pm in the 

Parish Room.  
Anne 
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News from USPG 
A reflection by Rt Rev Dhiloraj R. Canagasabey, 

the Bishop of Diocese of Colombo 

 “Over the past several days I have reflected prayerfully on what 
happened in three Christian churches in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa 
and also in some of our city hotels on Easter Sunday. lt is sad that humans 
have arrogated to themselves the right to commit mass murder in the name 
of God Almighty, the giver of Life, also injuring, and maiming many for 
life. Life belongs to God and no one has the right except God to take one’s 
life away, Jesus Christ our Lord fought against the dark forces of death on 
the Cross, died and rose again empowering us with his Resurrection Power. 
This is the resilience of the Christian community. We cannot, and must not, 
act on the basis of “an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth” but we will 
follow the Master’s example and cry the same cry He cried on the cross 
with so much of sadness and heaviness of heart saying; “Father, forgive 
them for they do not know what they do”. 

 

The Leprosy Mission  
 Perhaps some of you may not have heard of the Leprosy Mission, even though 
it has been active in Africa and Asia for the last 145 years. Of course we read 
plenty about leprosy in the Bible, portrayed as a most horrific and life-
changing  disease, causing people to lose limbs and become social outcasts. 
Unfortunately these days this can still be the case, causing people to  lose limbs 
through neglect or slow diagnosis, and consequently are sometimes still stigmatised 
by their neighbours.  

 All this can now be easily changed by recognising the symptoms early on and 
with easy cheap treatment, what might have been a life of misery is dramatically 
avoided. There is, of course, because of attitudes, still the ongoing problem of 
convincing a victim who is themselves suspicious of having developed the disease 
to actually report it so they can receive treatment: and because of the emotional and 
physical problems caused by leprosy,  The Leprosy Mission does not just confine 
it's efforts to healing and prevention but by providing resources to rehabilitate 
patients: setting up vocational training and, business co-operatives, sustainable 
farming projects, orthopaedic workshops, raising awareness, counselling and 
research. The opportunities and work are endless, but the results and achievements 
are dramatic. This is yet another important and worthwhile Christian organisation 
which perhaps we might consider supporting in our prayers and our giving. If you 
are moved to give a donation or, even better, commit to giving regularly, for every 
pound you give, the government will match it.  

The Leprosy Mission, Peterborough  PE2 5GZ   
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Flying for Life  
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) 

 

Rev’d Iain has asked Roger to tell us about his favourite charity, 
one in which is he is very involved, and this is a letter which he 
and Shirley have received from MAF. To tell us what is 
happening in a favourite charity of yours, do speak to Rev’d 
Iain or give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail 
(address at bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 

 In response to cyclone Idai that struck the south east coast of Africa, we 
sent a donation to MAF who operated survey flights over the devastated 
area, and received a lovely letter in reply: 

 “Thank you for the time and care you have shown for others with this 
gift to MAF. 

 Our overseas teams have to balance efficiency with time and care every 
day, which can be difficult emotionally - balancing the head and the heart. 

 Pilot Mathias Glass was flying to his fourth destination during a busy, 
rainy Monday; having already had to dig an aircraft wheel out of a soft 
patch of ground during a turn around. 

 “As we unloaded our cargo at Wasua airstrip, Papua New Guinea (PNG), 
we were informed of a lady who had been suffering for weeks and needed to 
be taken to hospital. We worked out the fuel and flight plan, and the 
medevac seemed feasible. We were told that it would take 20 minutes to get 
her to the airstrip. With our minds still focused on the time and the weather 
conditions, we promised to wait for a maximum of 30 minutes and no more. 

 The clock was ticking and we were growing uneasy, because the concept 
of time in PNG can be very flexible! Should we wait or leave? Eventually, I 
heard noises from the bush path behind to tall grass and trees. A frail 
woman, perched on the shoulders of a man, came towards me. The man had 
beads of sweat streaming down his face, maybe tears too.” 

 Mathias guided the man as he put his wife carefully on the floor of the 
plane and climbed in next to her, exhausted but relieved. As Mathias left 
them at the airstrip near Balimo Hospital, waiting for the ambulance to 
come, he again felt emotional, but had to fly on. He took comfort from the 
fact that he'd been able to help, and that the funds raised by supporters 
around the world had made the emergency flight possible.  

Thank you! 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine Chapel on 
Sundays 2nd, 9th and 23rd. Story sacks and books are available from the Children’s 
Corner to be taken to the pews. 
We hope to continue to have a leader for Children’s Church as often as possible, 
and will let you know via facebook when that will happen. 
 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30 

3rd: Storm 

10th: Fathers 

17th: The Lost Sheep 

24th: Old Down Trip - meet there at 10.00 am 

For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Messy Church: Saturday 13th ‘Dazzling Disciples’ 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Family Service: Sunday 16th 
 

Family Communion: Sunday 30th 

For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 

Family Time: 

Talk: Have you ever experienced something amazing that was difficult to explain? 
 
Make and decorate cupcakes to celebrate Pentecost – the birthday of the 
Church. 
 

Pray 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
like a rushing wind. 
Fill us, inspire us, 
and burn like a flame in our hearts.  
Amen. 
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Diary for June 
 

for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 
1st  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
2nd  Sunday - 7th Sunday of Easter, 1st Sunday after Ascension Day 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s with Baptism of William 

Howe 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
3rd  Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church, meet at St. Mary’s then head to Parish Room 

at 10am – Storm 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
 7.30pm LMT at St. Mary’s 
4th  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am CTiW Prayer Group in Parish Room 
5th  Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – ‘Poppies 

Revisited’ 
6th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
7th  Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room – All welcome 
8th  Saturday 

9.30 – 11.00am Messy Church at St. Mary’s – breakfast, activities 
and worship for all ages 
2.00pm Baptism of Joshua Pink at St. Mary’s 
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3.30pm Wedding of Alistair Barley and Rosie Burstal at St. 
Martin’s 

 
9th  Sunday – Pentecost 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s and St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 2.00pm Memorial Service for Hilary Hughes at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
10th  Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to the Parish 
Room - Fathers 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
 
11th  Tuesday – Barnabas the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am CTiW Prayer Group in Parish Room 
12th  Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Celebrating Barnabas the 

Apostle) 
 7.30pm Wotton PCC Finance Committee meeting in the Parish 

Room 
13th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
14th  Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
15th  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Growing your Healing Ministry in Parish Room 
 
16th  Sunday – Trinity Sunday 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s & St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Matins at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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17th  Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish Room 
– ‘The Lost Sheep’ 

 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room. 
18th  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am CTiW Prayer Group in Parish Room 
19th  Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union Corporate 

Communion) 
 7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room – Pam and Phil 

Nash ‘Travels’ 
20th Thursday – Corpus Christi 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Corpus Christi Service at Ozleworth 
21st  Friday 
 Vineyhill Weekend 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room – All welcome 
22nd  Saturday 
 Vineyhill weekend 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton Concert Series at St. Mary’s 
 
 
23rd  Sunday – 1st Sunday after Trinity 
 Vineyhill weekend 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
24th  Monday – Birth of John the Baptist 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s – Old Down Trip – meet there at 

10am 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
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25th  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am CTiW Prayer Group in Parish Room 
 7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room. 
26th  Wednesday 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
27th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
28th  Friday – Peter the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
29th  Saturday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Baptism of Katherine MacKenzie at St. Kenelm’s 
 
30th  Sunday – 2nd Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
 

Early Dates for July 
1st  Monday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers beginning in Church then moving to the Parish 
Room – Noah’s Ark Part 1 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
2nd  Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.30am CTiW Prayer Group in Parish Room 
3rd  Wednesday - Thomas the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union Summer outing to St. Kenelm’s 
 3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blancworth House 
4th  Thursday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
5th  Friday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
6th  Saturday 
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  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Baptism of Imogen Dovey and Rosie Budd at St. Kenelm’s 
 Nibley Festival – Nibley Churches Together ‘Spirituality Tent’ 
 

From the Registers 
The following services have been taken by the 

Anglican Clergy of these Parishes 
 

HOLY BAPTISM “We welcome into the Lord’s family” 
5th May  Sophie Rose Sully    (St. Mary’s) 
19th May   Hugo and Evie Grouden  (St. Mary’s) 

HOLY MATRIMONY “May God bless their lives together” 
26th April  Thomas Foxwell and Laura Wilson  (St. Mary’s) 
28th April  Sean Heveran and Rachel Power   (St. Mary’s) 
5th May   Les Smitherson and Emma Sansom  (St. Martin’s) 
25th May   Tom Beale and Charlotte Pontin   (St. Kenelm’s) 

FUNERALS AND THANKSGIVING SERVICES 
“Behold! I make all things new” 

25th April Colin Holloway (Westerleigh Crematorium and St. Mary’s) 
8th May   Valda Brown  (Westerleigh Crematorium) 
17th May   Yvonne Kinnersley (St. Martin’s) 
29th May   Jean Jones (St. Mary’s and Westerleigh Crematorium) 
 

Readings for June 
2nd   7th Sunday of Easter, 1st Sunday after Ascension 
   Acts 16: 16-34;  Revelation 22: 12-14, 16, 17, 20-end; 

John 17: 20-end 
9th  Pentecost 
   Acts 2: 1-21; Romans 8: 14-17; John 14: 8-17 [25-27] 

16th  Trinity Sunday 
       Family Service 
      Tba 

23rd  1st Sunday after Trinity, Proper 7 
   1 Kings 19: 1-4, [5-7], 8-15a;  Galatians 3: 23-end;  

Luke 8: 26-39 
30th  2nd Sunday after Trinity, Proper 8 
   2 Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14; Galatians 5: 1, 13-25;  Luke 9: 51-end 
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Word Search 

A is for Atlas 
 

 Abkhazia  Accra  Adana  Africa  Alabama

 Alaska  Albania  Alberta  Algeria  Amazonia 
 America  Anatolia  Andorra Angola  Antarctica 

 Antigua  Arabia  Argentina  Arizona  Armenia 
 Aruba Asia  Australia Austria 
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There was only one thing that was unusual about the birth of 
John and that was the age of his mother (Luke 1,7). It probably 
caused concern among her friends and relations, but nothing 
unexpected happened and the child was duly brought into the 
world. 

 What was unusual was what had happened nine months before when the 
angel Gabriel told Elizabeth's husband that a boy would be born to them 
and that he would be the forerunner of the long-awaited Messiah. Like the 
Conversion of St. Paul and the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary this 
announcement was an Act of God - because the adult life of the child would 
be lived in the service of God. This was acknowledged by his father 
Zechariah after the birth when he proclaimed, "Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people ..... and, you, my child, 
....will go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people". John's entry into the world was an 
Act of God brought about with the co-operation of his parents. 

 It was not only John's birth that was unusual. When he achieved adult 
life, by which time his parents had probably died, he left home and lived an 
open-air life away from the towns and villages of Judaea. He had probably 
been given by his father some idea of his vocation, for he dressed in the 
same rough way as the prophet Elijah, with camel's hair garments and a 
leather girdle, and adopted his way of life; it was believed by many that the 
eventual appearance of the Messiah would be preceded by the return of 
Elijah and John clearly saw himself in that role. So did Jesus (Mark 9, 11-
13). 

 Like Elijah, John preached a message of repentance, urging the people to 
show a more positive faith by acts of charity, financial honesty and general 
goodwill, because when the Messiah came he would come in judgement - a 
judgement on people's behaviour, a judgement that would sort out the wheat 
from the chaff. And, also like Elijah, he had no hesitation in rebuking the 
ruler of his country for his wrong-doing, though for himself it eventually 
meant an ugly death. rather than a glorious ascension into the realms of 
glory. 

 John the Baptist was sent into this world for a purpose - part of the 

purpose of God. That is why his birth is an Act of God - one which is duly 

celebrated by the Church with a day of praise and thanksgiving. His parents 

were no doubt chosen by God as a pair whose upbringing of their son 

    Birth of John the Baptist June 24th
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would prepare him not only for his divine vocation as a prophet but also for 
the ability - which no one else had - to recognize the Messiah when he came 
to prepare for his mission by the act of baptism 

 That event marked the beginning of John's retirement from public life. 
Some of his disciples resented his being overshadowed by the apparent 
success of Jesus but he recognized that that should be so, saying, "He must 
increase, but I must decrease" (John 3, 22-30). He stuck firmly to his role as 
the one who was to prepare the way for the Messiah and, having done that, 
he was content to retire into the background. That our Lord appreciated how 
faithfully John had done his work he made clear when he said, "Among 
those born of women there has risen no one greater than John the 
Baptist" (Matthew 11,11). 

 John had what we call today a vocation - a calling by God to do some 
particular work. No doubt, when he was old enough, he was guided by his 
parents to know what his life's work would be and his whole upbringing 
would have been planned to prepare him for it. 

  History is full of the names of people who have also realised early in life 
that they had particular abilities which were to be used in the service of God 
and men and we have all benefited from the work of musicians, artists, 
spiritual teachers, social reformers and a host of others. Other people have 
realised their vocation later in life and have had to make a great change, and 
sometimes a great sacrifice, in their way of living. If we are to see God, as 
Christians do, as the Governor of the Universe, we have to accept that each 
one of us figures in his plan with a particular life to lead.  

 We may know early in life what God's plan for us is, or we may not 
know until later; we may be called to play a prominent part on the world 
stage or we may be restricted to making it possible for someone else to be 
in the spotlight - like Zechariah and Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary. What 
matters is that we recognize that God has some purpose for us to fulfil in 
our life, that we recognize what it is and give ourselves, with his help, to 
fulfil it to the best of the ability with which God has endued us. 

"There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.. He came 
for a witness, to bear witness to the light", that all might believe 
through him". That is the calling of every Christian. 

T.N. 
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The Messenger 

#LIEDENTITY 
 
“My desire is for every person to discover their worth and 

potential as a unique individual created in the 
image of God.” 

 
 Three years ago Bishop Rachel embarked on a campaign to raise 
awareness of body image anxiety in young people and the pressures they 
face through social media, TV and advertising to look a certain way. 

  Bishop Rachel said, “Over the last few years I have been speaking 
publicly about this issue and promoting the message that who you are, is 
more than how you look. I launched a social media campaign #Liedentity 
with pupils from All Saints Academy in Cheltenham, challenging negative 
body image and encouraging young people to look within to discover true 
value and beauty. This has given me a great opportunity to speak with 
young people about my own identity in Christ and my desire for every 
person to discover their worth and potential as a unique individual created 
in the image of God. 

  “As part of that campaign we collaborated with the BRF’s Messy Church 
team and created a 'Real Me' session for Messy Churches. All the activities, 
crafts, songs and reflections pointed to one truth: that we are all special, 
uniquely crafted by our creator God in his image and for his purposes. We 
are not all meant to be the same.” 

  The Messy Church Team share this story— 

  “In one particular Messy Church, the ‘Real me’ message hit hard. The 
previous week, the suicide of a popular young woman in the wider 
community – apparently as a result of low self-worth – had rocked the 
community. Leaders were counselled to use the activity sessions to simply 
listen to what people needed to say. 

  “Before the session was over, one woman had confessed to living with 
abuse for years and asked for help. Anonymous prayer requests collected 
for leaders to intercede over in the coming week were dominated with cries 
for help about mistreatment at work. An emergency meeting of the core 
team was called to plan how to respond pastorally to this unprecedented 
outpouring.” 

  
To read Bishop Rachel’s full introduction to the Real Me and to 

download this free resource please visit https://www.brf.org.uk/updates/am-i
-enough 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/resource/real-me
https://www.brf.org.uk/updates/am-i-enough
https://www.brf.org.uk/updates/am-i-enough
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 #Say1Thing 
We’re asking for action! ‘Say1thing’ is an initiative as part of the 
#Liedentity campaign, which asks the simple question; “What do you value 
about your best mate? #Say1Thing”. 
We are living in a society where our value is being determined by what we 
look like, rather than who we are from the inside out. So we are 
encouraging all people on social media to change this message by posting a 
picture of their friends or family and sharing one thing they value about that 
person with the hashtag #Say1Thing.  Be sure to tag us on social media fb: 
Diocese.of.Gloucester Tw/IG: @GlosDioc 

Cheltenham Science Festival 
Tuesday 4 to Sunday 9 June, 9.30-5.30pm, 
Imperial Square, Cheltenham, GL50 1QA 
If you’re interested in volunteering or sharing your stories of faith in our 
tent, please contact Emma, eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk 
 Get hands-on and explore how humans are created by making your very 
own DNA bracelet, writing your name in genetic code, checking out your 
fingertips under the microscope or guessing where different internal organs 
fit in your body. Drop in to The Happiness Lab (Thursday, 5–7.30pm and 
Friday, 5–8pm) and explore what psychologists, doctors and faith leaders 
say will make people happier. For more information on the festivals visit 
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com 

  

Events and training 
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events 

Flower Festival: Friends of Coaley Church’s 25th Anniversary 
1—2 June, 11am-5pm, 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, Coaley 
Admission free. Preview Evening on Friday 31 May at 7pm with 
refreshments and musical entertainment by pianist Matthew Sharp. Tickets 
for preview evening available from Maggie 01453 8890559 

Michael Perham Cathedral Lecture 
Monday 3 June at 7.00pm 
University Chapel, Francis Close Hall, Swindon Road GL50 4AZ 

The lecture will be given by Canon Lucy Winkett, Rector of St. 
James’ Church, Piccadilly and is entitled ‘The silence of the 
damned?’. It will explore the question: ‘In contemporary multi-faith 
Britain and in a noisy society, is there a place for a silence that is 
public and shared?’ 
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Catalyst: Your Voice 
Sunday 9 June, 7-8.30pm 
St James’ Church, Church Street, Chipping Campden GL55 6JG 
Christian? Aged between 11 – 18? Come and tell us about what 
could help you in your faith journey? Do you talk about your faith 
with your friends? What could help your 
confidence in talking about those things that really matter? Contact 
youthworker@stjameschurchcampden.co.uk to find out more. 
  
CELEBRATE: Tetbury 
Sunday 30 June, 4-5.30pm, 
St Mary’s School Hall, Tetbury 
GL8 8BW 
New for all the family. Explore best-loved Bible stories and ask 
questions, big and little. Enjoy time together with crafts, chatting, 
learning iSingPOP songs and prayers. We finish with teatime for 
everyone. All Welcome. 
 
Save the date: LIFE Party 
Saturday 9 November, 2-5pm 
All Saints’ Academy, Blaisdon Way, Cheltenham GL51 0WH 
Food, drink, dancing, singing, storytelling, sports, games, face 
painting, plus much more…Further information coming soon! For all 
in our worshipping communities. 
    
 

Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Emma 
eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 

view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our 
website gloucester.anglican.org 

 

The Messenger 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x16884056041166992251&id=YN1029x16884056041166992251&q=St.+Mary%27s+Church+Of+England+VA+Primary+School&name=St.+Mary%27s+Church+Of+England+VA+Primary+School&cp=51.642730712890625%7e-2.1594929695129395&ppois=51.64273071289
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x15290783523644136555&id=YN1029x15290783523644136555&q=All+Saints%27+Academy&name=All+Saints%27+Academy&cp=51.915443420410156%7e-2.114561080932617&ppois=51.915443420410156_-2.114561080932617_All+Saints%27+Academy
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Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 
Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10am Monday (first 
Monday in the month Holy Communion) 
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday  
Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, 
subject to clergy availability 
Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special 
services 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for  
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem! 
 

 During an election campaign, Harold MacMillan was approached by a 

lady who said, “I would not vote for you if you were St. Peter himself.” 

 “If  I were St. Peter,” came super Mac’s reply, “I doubt if you would be 

in my constituency!” 

—————— 

 

 An elderly episcopal minister was having difficulty recalling the names 
even of people he had known for a long time. One day he noticed a 

colleague coming towards him in the superstore, a minister he knew well, 

but whose name he could not remember. As they approached he put out his 

hand to greet his colleague. As he did so he walked into a mirror. The 

older you become the more truth there is in the young lad's definition of 

memory as ‘something you forget with’. 

—————— 

 Archbishop Coggan once said, “My ignorance of science is such that if  

anyone mentioned copper nitrate, I should think he was talking about a 

policeman’s overtime.” 

‘The Laugh Shall Be First’ (Saint Andrew Press) 

Deadline for the July Magazine by June 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


