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Letter from the Curate 
Dear Friends 

H ERE WE ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF 2019, at a time when many 
people will be looking forward to going on holiday. Part of the fun of 

holidays is the anticipation: we think about where we might like to go and 
what we might like to do this year … and that thinking often takes place in 
the depths of winter, when it is wonderful even to be considering the 
coming of summer. For some, out come the atlas and the brochures; for 
others the online equivalents (!) and we pour over them in eager 
anticipation of some time away from routine and work. 

 Some of us don’t go away for a holiday, rather we plan day trips out, or 
time with family and friends. Whatever we do, it is a time for something 
different, and a time to relax and reflect on all that has happened over the 
past year, a time also to consider the year ahead. 

 It is not always easy to organise time off, and that is something that we 
need to consider on a weekly, and even a daily, basis too. “All work and no 
play …” as the old saying goes. 

 When I was a child living in Scotland, Sunday was considered to be a 
day of rest for Christians. It didn’t have quite the ‘no work’ ethos that the 
Jews of Jesus’ time had decided was necessary, for I can remember my 
father cutting the grass and cleaning the car, and when I got to about nine 
years old, I was allowed to make the cake for Sunday tea. The best bit of 
that was decorating the cake … and eating it! 

 When we were considering the Messy Church programme, we decided 
to look at the book ‘Jesus’s Day Off’ for our August service. It is a lovely 
little book and well worth a read for the humour contained in it. As with all 
little books, it packs a lot in especially in the pictures. I love the one where 
Jesus does cartwheels in the desert! 

 Time off work, or time away from the normal routines, in a regular way 
is an essential for every Christian, based as it is on God’s day of rest after 
the six days of creation. 

 So, whatever you are doing this week, this summer, may you find in it a 
time to relax and reflect, and may you know in it the peace and grace of 
God. 

With every blessing in Christ 
Morag 
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Ahem!!  

 A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read: “The man 
named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but the 
wife looked back and was turned into salt.” 
 “And what,” asked the little boy, “happened to the flea?” 

———————— 
 At the conclusion of his prayers, young Robert said: “Please God, take 
care of yourself, I might need you again tomorrow.” 

Monarch Books 

 
 
 
 
 

Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events 
for July: 

 
 

Wednesday 3rd July 1.45pm 
Meet on Church Drive for Summer Outing to 

St. Kenelm’s Church, Alderley 
followed by tea at the Evans’. 

This meeting is for members and invited guests. 
 
Wednesday 17th July 9.30am Corporate Communion 
Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ 
Union members. The service is followed by coffee in the Parish 
Room. We welcome everyone to join us, both at the service and 
for coffee afterwards. 
 
No evening meeting in July. Please see Summer Outing details 

above. 
 
 

Further information on all events from: 
Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Ascension Day Visit 
 It was quite a surprise to hear from Bishop Rachel's chaplain that the 
Bishop wished to join us at St Mary's on Ascension day for a Benefice 
Eucharist service.  This had not been programmed into our church calendar 
so an Order of Service had to be prepared.  

 With the first part of Phase 1 of the reordering work in church coming 
close to completion, all the stops were pulled out to prepare for our 
Bishop’s visit.   We sincerely thank all those who have worked so hard to 
enable this to go ahead and to all who helped us on the day.  Bishop Rachel 
agreed to dedicate and bless the new servery and facilities provided and was 
very impressed with all the works that had been completed to date.  She 
also spent time speaking with the three DPT contractors who joined us for 
the service and members of our congregation.  We all enjoyed drinks and 
light refreshments afterwards. 

 Bishop Rachel will now start her sabbatical for three months.   

 On 4th August we will welcome Bishop Robert to our 10.15am 
Eucharist service and, on 8th September, Archdeacon Hilary will be joining 
us. 

The Churchwardens 
 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Jackie 01453 845178 or Douglas 07415 541359 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 
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Hymn for the Month 
“God moves in a mysterious way” (Anglican Hymns Old and 

New 247) 

“God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform” 

 “You can say that again,” says the mother whose child has been 
run over by a drunken motorist; or the employee who has been 
made redundant after twenty years’ service in the same firm; or the 
person who has been diagnosed as having cancer. Where is God in 
all the tragedies of human life?  

 “In there with the sufferers”, says the Gospel. It was not God’s 
doing that Jairus’ daughter died at the age of twelve; or that Gentiles 
should be shunned and despised by Jews; or that people found 
themselves condemned to death by leprosy. But when the son of 
God met such people he entered into their situation and brought 
them through it. The occasion of their suffering was also the 
occasion of their joy. 

 “Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much  
  dread 
 Are big with mercy and will break in blessings on your head”. 

 It was not God’s will that Caiaphas should be murderously 
malicious, or that Judas should be disloyal, or that Pilate should be 
cowardly. But he allowed their actions to happen, causing the 
unimaginable sufferings of Jesus on the Cross; and out of that 
suffering came not only the redemption of the world but also the 
assurance that the evil of mankind cannot overcome the will of God, 
and that beyond this life is the life of a glorious eternity for those who 
stick to God in faith—however dim and dogged that faith may be. 

 The author of this hymn, William Cowper, knew what he was 
writing about. He suffered several spells of maniacal depression, but 
came through them with a certain faith in the goodness and power of 
God. He wrote the very funny “Ballad of John Gilpin” and many other 
poems of great beauty; he was able to appreciate both the 
seriousness of suffering and the loving power of a fatherly God who 
could use that suffering in the purpose of his love. 

 “Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust him for his grace; 
 Behind a frowning providence he hides a smiling face”. 

T.N 
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Sense 
Rev’d Iain has asked Joan to tell us about her favourite charity, 
one in which is she is very involved. To tell us what is 
happening in a favourite charity of yours, do speak to Rev’d 
Iain or give me a phone call (842300) or send me an e-mail 
(address at bottom of last page in the magazine). 

 
 “No-one left out of life” This is Sense’s strategy. Sense is a charity that 
helps the deaf and the blind. To be deaf is very hard. A friend who was deaf 
once told me that “if you were deaf, people thought you were daft”. To be 
blind must be very hard and difficult to have an independent life. How 
much worse, then it must be to be both deaf and blind! 
 I have a grandson who has Usher’s Syndrome. He was born deaf and, 
unless there is successful research he will lose his sight by the time he is in 
his thirties. When his parents finally found out that he was deaf, he was 
helped so much by Sense charity to be able to see a future for him. He has 
been lucky and has been able to be fitted with cochlear implants and has led 
a normal life through mainstream school. Had he been born 10 years 
earlier, cochlear implants would not have been available. 
 Emma is deafblind as a result of her mother catching rubella when she 
was pregnant and is now working with children at a Sense Centre in Bristol 
and campaigning for the MMR vaccine. 
 When Sense International first met Morium in Bangladash she was very 
isolated. She had dropped out of primary school due to her vision and 
hearing impairment, which made it tough for her to follow the lessons. 
After support from local partners and disability training, Morium was re-
enrolled into school. Now aged 20, she goes to secondary school where she 
has flourished and recently came third in an essay writing contest. She 
hopes to finish school and perhaps, become a teacher. 
 Tony and his Mum were struggling alone with his blindness and 
difficulty in hearing, after his time at college ended, mainly because of 
financial cuts. Eventually, a social worker identified that Sense TouchBase 
South East Centre could meet his needs. After a nervous start, he loves 
going to the Centre trying a range of activities – from music to cooking, 
trampolining and going out into the community. Best of all though he says 
“My favourite thing is rock climbing, that’s what I like”. 
 Chris had always had poor hearing and sight, but this became a lot 
worse and she had to give up work. As a carer herself, this was very hard 
on her and her husband, but Sense provided a Communication Guide for 
her. The guide would take her out and about and Chris has got a social life 
of her own now. 
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 Visit any Sense Centre or gathering and you will invariably find a lot of 
laughter and good humour. Little Kathy is deafblind but also has no speech. 
She reached out to touch the knee of a visitor to her house. Because the 
visitor was ticklish she laughed and tickled her back and Kathy started 
laughing too. Playing a silly game can take a load off everyone’s shoulders 
and it is a great way of building trust and confidence too. Laughter can be a 
release, a way of coping. 
 There are different degrees of hearing loss and loss of vision – from just 
needing hearing aids and glasses to being completely deaf and blind. Often 
children have learning difficulties too. Sense helps in such a large variety of 
ways to all – from practical aids to specially organised holidays and help in 
so many ways with socialising. It all helps to improve the life of these 
people and I continue to support them as they do what they can to ensure 
that “No-one is left out of Life”. 

Joan Deveney 
 
 

Readings for July 
 

7th 3rd Sunday after Trinity 

  Isaiah 66: 10-14; Galatians 6: [1-6] 7-16; Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20 

14th 4th Sunday after Trinity 
  Deuteronomy 30: 9-14; Colossians 1: 1-14; Luke 10: 25-37 

21st 5th Sunday after Trinity 

  Tba 

28th 6th Sunday after Trinity 

  Genesis 18:20-32; Colossians 2: 6-15 [16-19]; Luke 11: 1-13 
 

------------------- 
Ahem!! 
 Some years ago I used to play the organ at our local crematorium. One 
cold, frosty morning when the ice made walking difficult, I was plodding 
through the grounds when a lady observed, “You would think that they 
would spread some ashes around here, wouldn’t you?” 

------------------- 
 The organist at another crematorium told me that he had to play for a 
service of a deceased man who weighed 28 stone (nearly 400 pounds). 
 The opening hymn was “How Great Thou Art”. 

Monarch Books 
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 The Church and Humour 

 William Shakespeare made one of his characters, Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek, say, ‘Methinks sometimes I have no more wit than a Christian 
has’. It saddens me that there is still often a strange absence of humour and 
joy in people’s religion, and an absence of fun from the lives of very pious 
people. Too often in church circles the impression has been given that God 
is better pleased with tears than laughter, that the closer you get to 
godliness the more grimly sombre you become. 

  John Calvin, whose thinking exerted a considerable influence on 
Scottish religious thought, was not known for his exuberance or wit. 1 
could not imagine anyone going to any of his numerous publications for a 
laugh. Calvin believed that whereas a dignified sober demeanour was 
evidence of a state of grace, laughter was evidence of our fallen nature. A 
book on Calvin’s humour might well be one of the world’s shortest. In the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a phrase like ‘the tearful chidings of 
the ministry’ was a more accurate description of the ministry than the 
cheerful tidings of the ministry’. During this period, the fourth Earl of 
Chesterfield wrote, ‘There is nothing so illiberal and so illbred as audible 
laughter . . . . how low and unbecoming a thing laughter is: not to mention 
the disagreeable noise it makes, and the shocking distortion of the face that 
it occasions’. 

 The church’s negative attitude to laughter continued for a long time. An 
old poem contains the lines:      

The church meeting has begun 

No more laughter, no more fun.    

        ‘The Laugh Shall be First’ - The Very Rev’d Dr. James A. Simpson 
 

 
Thank You 

Jackie Sims has written for everyone who had any involvement with the 
wedding of her granddaughter in April. She has also written a poem to 

recall the day. 
 

   I was absolutely delighted with everyone at St. Mary's when my 
granddaughter was married in April. The clergy, and the music from the 
organist and choir and the bellringers all made the service a memorable 
one. Thank you so much to everyone who was involved.  
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Reflections of a Wedding 
 

The day had just dawned for Little Miss Mouse 
Asleep on her couch in her little Church House 
Friday April 26th, that was the date 
For Laura and Tom’s wedding, she couldn’t be late. 
 

She tied a big bow on the back of her pinny 
And with her best hat on she felt a little bit silly 
To the Altar she ran to take wine and some bread 
Be careful Miss Mouse, it will go to your head. 
 
Let the bells ring out and the organ play 
For Laura and Tom’s Wedding Day 
At her christening St Mary held this babe in her arms 
Today she is a woman full of beauty, grace and charm. 
 
Bridesmaids are waiting and the congregation stand 
Laura walks down the aisle, taking her father’s hand 
Vows are taken and prayers are said 
Laura and Tom are finally wed. 
 
The Breakfast nut roast for Miss Mouse was a delight 
Whilst the Humpty Dumpty Woodland Band played into the night 
The sun had set for the day for Little Miss Mouse 
Back asleep and content in her little Church House. 
 
Thanks to the Vicar, the Choir and the organist, too, 
The photographer, the florist, the entire backstage crew 
We would like to say thank you to everyone, who 
Celebrated the occasion with “a bit of a do”. 

 
The Lord Bless You and Keep you 
The Lord make His face to shine upon you… 

 
 A lovely day with many happy memories made, 
 Thank you so much, 

Jackie Sims 
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 Elizabeth Ferard 
First Deaconess of the Church of England  

 
July 18th 

Elizabeth Catherine Ferard was encouraged by Bishop Tait of 
London to visit deaconess institutions in Germany and, in 
November 1861, she and a group of women dedicated 
themselves 'to minister to the necessities of the Church' as 
servants in the Church. On this day in 1862, Elizabeth Ferard 
received the first deaconess licence from Bishop Tait.  

 Elizabeth Catherine Ferard was descended from an old Huguenot family 
and had been awaiting an opportunity to serve God in the Church of 
England. When her mother died in 1858 she went to Germany to stay for at 
least three months at Kaiserswerth. A deaconess institution had been 
established here by the Lutherans in 1838,  

 The Lutherans were the first denomination to revive the order of 
deaconesses, a deaconess institution being founded at Kaiserwerth by 
Pastor Theodor Fliedner in 1836 with the idea to train and send women, 
two to each parish—one to nurse and one to teach.  

 Her inability to understand their German dialect caused much frustration 
but, while she worked in the orphan house observing and learning nursing 
skills, she became aware of the continual spreading of the work of a 
deaconess in every direction, except in England, and the idea of a 
Deaconess House in England became a dream which she intended to make 
a reality.  

 She heard of the Ditchingham Sisters when she was at Kaiserswerth, and 
so she visited the Anglican Community of All Hallows in Suffolk. This 
visit led to Elizabeth’s offering to begin deaconess training in England in 
1861: she and two other women began the Community of St. Andrew at a 
house in Burton Crescent, just south of King’s Cross which,  on St. 
Andrew’s Day that year, was given official recognition as the North 
London Deaconess House. The  common rule was to be dedicated to 
worship and to works of mercy. 

  On July 18th, 1862 Bishop Tait of London admitted Elizabeth as the 
first deaconess in the Church of England, receiving Licence No.1. The 
sisters worked in the local parish and the slum area of Somers Town (just 
west of King’s Cross), were in charge of nursing at the Great Northern 
Hospital, and taught in the local Infants’ and Girls’ schools. 

 The new Order began to flourish as more dioceses began to admit 
women to the order. When the Metropolitan Railway opened the station  of 



 

11 

Westbourne Park in 1866, this resulted in more people moving into the 
area, and the clearance of Somers Town for St. Pancras railway yards led to 
the move of the institution, by then called the London Diocesan Deaconess 
Institute, to Notting Hill in 1873.  

 Sadly, during the year in which the institution moved, Elizabeth’s health 
deteriorated and she resigned her leadership role. However, she lived for a 
further ten years, dying on Easter Sunday 1883.  

 In the Revised Calendar of the Church of England, we remember her life 
and work on July 18th, the day on which she became the first Deaconess of 
the Church of England,  

Doug 
 
 

Choir Notes 
 There will be another Sing and Social on July 5th and if you want any 
hymns/songs included please speak to Martin or myself. 

 Because of the growth in choir numbers we have needed extra music 
books and as a result of singing at weddings recently we have received 
sufficient funds to enable the purchase of these. 

 Choir practices continue on Fridays and are organised in a relaxed and 
enjoyable manner so if you feel you would like to join, or know of others 
that would enjoy being involved, then please contact me either in church or 
on 07789 777008. Remember age is no barrier (young or more mature) and 
there is no audition. So come and enjoy both the singing and social aspect 
of the choir. Remember singing is a very healthy activity. 

 I have noticed that congregation numbers at Evensong services seem to 
have reduced and it would be very sad to lose this service at St Mary’s so if 
you feel able please come and join in this wonderful service of worship. 

 One notice for the future is that on Saturday October 26th there will be a 
Come and Sing Messiah with all proceeds going to church funds. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church music 
please see me on any Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine 
Chapel on Sundays 7th, 14th and 28th. Story sacks and books are 
available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 
We hope to continue to have a leader for Children’s Church as often as 
possible, and will let you know via facebook when that will happen. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147. 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am. 

1st: Noah’s Ark, part 1 
8th: Noah’s Ark, part 2 
15th: Teddy Bears’ Picnic 10.30 at Synwell Park 
22nd: Meet in Parish Room at 10.00 
29th: Gray’s Farm visit - meet there at 10.00 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Church: Saturday 13th Messy Church goes to Holywell Lease - 
meet for breakfast at 9.20am in church and walk along by the stream 
together 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147. 

Family Communion: Sunday 21st 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175. 

Family Time: 

Talk: How does Jesus help you to imagine God? 
Do: Ask someone you know, e.g. in your family, church, friendship 
group, what God means to them. Tell them what God means to you. 
 

Pray: Lord Jesus, 
you see all that goes on in the world you hold. 
We pray for anyone who is: 
ill, sad, lonely, afraid. 
We lift them up to you 
and ask you to bless them. Amen. 
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Records from the past 
 

Wotton’s First-recorded Vicar 
 
 The church of Wotton was given in about 1146 AD by Robert 
FitzHarding of Berkeley as part of the endowment of the Abbey of St 
Augustine which he founded in Bristol.  (Now Bristol Cathedral). A gift of 
this kind normally meant that the abbey received the tithes of the parish and 
used a proportion of the sum received to pay a vicar who was responsible 
for ministering to the parishioners.  Soon after  the gift was made, the 
Abbot presented the living to Henry FitzRobert, the fifth son of 
FitzHarding. 

 Henry had taken orders and entered the service of King Henry II, a great 
friend of his father, rising to the important position as Treasurer.   In those 
days servants of the Crown did not receive a fixed salary: they were 
rewarded by gifts of land or appointments to ecclesiastical livings and 
offices. Henry was given not only Wotton, but also several other churches 
in South Gloucestershire. We must assume that he received all or part of the 
tithes and paid a chaplain to officiate for him and, probably, Wotton saw 
little of him. 

 Later, he was made Archdeacon of Exeter and by this time his 
connection with Wotton may have ended, for in 1154 Gerinus was priest 
here.  Henry  went on to become Priest of the Collegiate Church of Mortain 
in Normandy, which was then part of the King of England’s dominions and, 
finally, Archbishop of Dol in Brittany.  Visitors to that part of France 
passing through Mortain on their way south from Cherbourg may be 
interested to see the church of St. Evrault there, and at Dol there is a 
magnificent cathedral which is evidence of the importance of the See in 
medieval times. Henry was archbishop only for one year, dying in Rome, 
where he’d gone to receive his pallium, the cloak of office from the Pope. 

Michael Chappell 
 

Art Group    
Please note:  

The next Art Group will meet on 12th July. That is the second 
Friday in July rather than the usual first Friday in the month.   

Anne 
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Shirley Wyse has sent me this about a charity with which she is 
involved. If you would like to tell us about your charity, do speak to 
Rev’d Iain or give me a phone call (842300) or send it to me - my e-
mail address is on the bottom of the last page in the magazine. 

A Dinner 
Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes 

July 12th at 7pm in the Masonic Hall, Wotton 
Four courses, with wine included; catering by Sarah Beale 

at £35 per head. 

 The Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes are joining forces on July 
12th for a fund raising dinner celebrating Armed Forces Day. And to 
remember all the special events this year where our personnel had 
inevitably seen deaths and caused injured service men and women. 

 We only have to see the elderly veterans and hear their stories to know, 
(whether we have personal connections or not) how much was sacrificed for 
our present freedom. 

 Some years ago, I (Shirley) nursed a man of 90 who was still reliving his 
traumas of the WW1. And he could not listen to the accent of a German 
nurse, in the Care Home, without showing fear. 

 On-going support for veterans and their families are vital parts of our 
community living here in Gloucestershire. 

 This is the first time that RBL and H4H have run a joint event. This is 
surprising as they both give substantial funds to run the Rehab centres e.g. 
Tedworth in Wiltshire, every year, alongside the MOD and the local 
council. 

 We are hoping for a Beneficiary (an injured veteran) to tell his/her story 
at this event. If not we will have a presentation of both societies’ work. 

 A number of our congregation at St. Mary’s volunteer in the H4H team, 
and with the Poppy collection. And other members of the Wotton and 
district support many fundraisers in the County. 

 It would be great for you to join in this dinner, Sarah’s charity 
contribution, to enjoy some splendid food, meet some new people and show 
a great support for often the hidden folk who need us. 

 You don’t need a military connection to come (some of the volunteers 
have no such link) just a wish to raise some money and enjoy a convivial 
evening. 

 Tickets in Robinsons and The Heritage Centre. 

With our grateful thanks from 
Help for Heroes and The Royal British Legion 
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News from Church Mission Society 
 Last month, our Pioneer Mission Leadership Training team brought 
together those involved in pioneering work with children and young people 
to share ideas and encourage one another. 

 We caught up with some of the practitioners who came and shared their 
learning and experience – in areas including social enterprise, pioneering 
youth churches, sex and relationships, equipping Christians working with 
young people, connecting with the environment and bringing children and 
families together to encounter Christ. 

 Here we have drawn together interviews and videos of the main sessions 
so that you can share in those resources, too. Please share them with anyone 
you know who is involved in work with children and young people. 

 To find out more about the pioneering youth and children’s work 
training on offer at Church Mission Society, check out our pioneer website. 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Autumnfest 
Saturday 14th September 2019 

12 noon to 3 pm 
 A feast, a festival, a celebration of life at St Mary’s as we approach the 
autumn and harvest.  This is an opportunity for us to invite the wider 
Wotton community into St Mary’s.  Plans are in the early stages, but we 
hope to have an exhibition of art from the St Mary’s Art Group, to have 
Messy Church crafts for the children, a couple of competitions, games and 
play activities.  We will open up the tower and conduct tours for those who 
wish to climb to the heights and make use of the new servery for tea and 
cake.  

 We would like to sell produce, so for all those who garden and those 
who turn the produce into jams, chutneys etc., please can you keep a little 
aside to contribute to the table of produce which we will sell to raise funds 
for St Mary’s.  

 Please, do pop the date into your diaries and keep an eye out for more 
news about the plans for this event in September. 

 If you have any questions please do speak to Sarah Guy or Sharon Dove. 

https://churchmissionsociety.co.uk/1MYY-6BHL4-8XA3PA-3MEUKP-1/c.aspx
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Diary for July 
 

for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 
St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 

and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 
 
1st Monday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church Trip to Old Down Country Park. Meet there 

at 10am 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 11.30am Funeral service for Nora Chappell at St. Mary’s 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
2nd Tuesday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
3rd Wednesday -  Thomas the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union Summer Outing to St. Kenelm’s 
 3.00pm North Nibley PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
4th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
5th Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 6.30pm Sing and Social at St. Mary’s 
6th Saturday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Baptism of Rosie Budd and Imogen Dovey at St. Kenelm’s 
 Nibley Festival – Nibley Churches Together Spirituality Tent 
 
7th Sunday   – 3rd Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
8th Monday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under-

fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to the Parish 
Room – Noah’s Ark – Part 2 
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 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
9th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
10th Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton PCC meeting in the Parish Room 
11th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
12th Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room – All Welcome 
13th Saturday  9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s 
 
14th Sunday – 4th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
15th Monday   
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 10.30am Little Church Teddy Bears’ Picnic meet at Synwell Park 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room. 
16th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
17h Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s (Mothers’ Union Corporate 

Communion) 
18th Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
19th Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.45am Blue Coat School Leavers’ Service at St. Mary’s 
20th Saturday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.00pm Baptism of Eloise Mundy at St. Mary’s 
 1.00pm Wedding of Rafael Zanatta and Catherine Alexander at St. 

Martin’s 
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 7.30pm Moonrakers Concert at St. Mary’s, raising funds for the re-
ordering project 

 
21st Sunday  - 5th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
 2.00pm Baptism of James Stanulewicz at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
22nd Monday – Mary Magdalene 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under 

fives and carers in the Parish Room 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
23rd Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
24th Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
25th Thursday  - James the Apostle 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
26th Friday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
27th Saturday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
28th Sunday – 6th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Family Communion at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
29th Monday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under 

fives and carers in the Parish Room 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room 
30th Tuesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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 7.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room 
31st Wednesday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 
 

Early Dates for August 
 
1st Thursday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
2nd Friday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room – All welcome 
3rd Saturday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 12.30pm Wedding of Daniel Sheppard and Emma Robertson at St. 

Mary’s 
 3.00pm Baptism of Zoe Richardson at St. Mary’s 
 
4th Sunday - 7th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s with Bishop Robert 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 

--------------------------------- 
Hmm!! 
 The diocesan conference was held in a holiday camp. During a free 
period two bishops went into the snooker hall. After 30 minutes neither of 
them had potted a red. 
 Then the Archdeacon walked in and removed the triangle. 

Monarch Books 

 
“Take a new grip with your tired hands, stand 
firm on your shaky legs, and mark out a 
straight, smooth path for your feet so that 
those who follow you, though weak and lame, 
will not fall and hurt themselves, but become 
strong.” 

‘Every Day With Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 

Punch Line 
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 Word Search 
Tennis Players 

 Borg  Connors  Djokovic  Evert  Federer  Goolagong

 Graf  Ivanisevic  King  Lendl  McEnroe Muguruza 
 Murray  Nastase  Natal  Navratilova  S Williams 

 Seles  V Williams 

Tennis Players 
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Down 
1. One of the twelve sons of Jacob, who 
formed the priestly tribe (Numbers 1:49-
50). 
2. Paul wrote an epistle to the believers at 
this Macedonian city (Acts 16:12). 
3. One'of the four 'major prophets', who 
prophesied during the reign of Jehoiachin. 
4. One of the five cities of the Philistines, 
through which the ark of God travelled (1 
Samuel 5:10). 
6. A son of Adam, slain by Cain (Genesis 
4:25). 
9. A famous woman of the Bible, who 
redeemed the Jews from death at the hands 
of Haman. 
10. Ruth's mother-in-law (Ruth 1:4—8). 
12. Jacob's uncle, father of Rachel and 
Leah (Genesis 29:10). 
13. Jesus told his disciples to drink from 
the ___ which symbolised the blood of the 
covenant (Matthew 26:27). 

Across 
1. To drink water like a dog (Judges 
7:5). 
5. This king had his life prolonged  
by 15 years after he prayed to God 
for longevity (Isaiah 38:5). 
7. The son of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 
4:17). 
8. Gideon saved the Israelites from 
oppression by the people of this land 
(Judges 6:14). 
11. Aquila and Priscilla expounded 
the way of God more fully to this 
Jew at Ephesus (Acts 18:24-26). 
14. David ate the shewbread at this 
city (1 Samuel 21:1-6). 
15. One of Noah's sons (Genesis 
5:32). 
16. Mary poured this ointment over 
Christ before his death, while he was 
in the house of Simon the leper 
(Mark 14:3). 
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The Messenger 

Israel versus Egypt in Stonehouse 

T HIS HALF TERM, sports ministry charity PSALMS held its first sports 
camp in Stonehouse. 18 children aged 7-11 came to play sport and 

learn more about trust and perseverance through the story of Moses. 

  Ben Fudge, one of the sports ministers running the day explained how it 
was set up. “The day started with the children dividing into two countries, 
Egypt and Israel. They did team chants, made badges and held an opening 
ceremony. To introduce the theme of trust and perseverance, we watched 
a video of the Brownlee brothers, the brothers who became famous when 
older brother Alistair helped his dehydrated younger brother Johnny over 
the line in the World Triathlon Series race in 2016. 

  “The PSALMS team got the children involved by doing a role play about 
Moses and Pharaoh and then it was time to start doing sport. Each sport 
task used the key values as part of the activity and the ‘countries’ came 
together to discuss the value in each break time. The final conversation 
was around practical applications of the values for the young people’s 
lives— “How can this value be worked out in the situation that I am facing 
right now?” Camps in general are important for getting kids outside of their 
comfort zones and getting them to think in a different way. It gives them the 
space to go a bit deeper in their thinking and ask questions about faith. 

  “Delivering the day was a team effort—thanks go to The Woolpack for 
providing free food and Pizza Planet for discounted food, plus Churches 
Together in Stonehouse for a donation towards costs. 100 per cent of the 
children said they would like to come again to something similar and 80 per 
cent were confident that they now understood more about the core values.” 

  If you are interested in sponsoring a sports ministry event or sending 
your children along, you can get in touch with PSALMS at https://
psalms.uk.net/ 
  
 

Internships at PSALMS 

PSALMS sports ministry charity is looking for interns to develop their skills 
in children's and youth work while gaining theological knowledge. PSALMS 
will cover the cost of the New Wine Discipleship year programme and pay 
£2,000 a year. You can choose sports specialism stream or youth ministry 
stream. To find out more visit https://psalms.uk.net/2019-2020-internships/ 
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Sticks for Stumps 
 Scripture Union has produced resources based around the Cricket 
World Cup which you can use to engage with your community, church or 
school. You will need to sign up to download the resources, but it’s free to 

do. https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk/sticks-stumps 
 
 
Taking faith further with the Foundations course 

 God wants you to know him better. And one of the ways that you can get 
to know God and your calling in his Church is to keep learning about him. 

 Each year, the Diocese of Gloucester sponsors places on the 
Cuddesdon Gloucester and Hereford (formerly WEMTC) Foundations in 
Theology, Ministry and Mission. If your local church feels that this would be 
a good course for you, you can apply for a sponsored place for this year 
long course. 

 Former course participant Kathryn Lee said: “I thought I might not be 
clever enough, or know enough and although I wanted to learn more, I was 
afraid it would be boring. 

 From the first evening, I knew I was wrong. The first module was about 
theological reflection and it bought my faith to life. It was faith in action, not 
faith in books, which was exactly what I was looking for.” 

 It’s perfect for people who feel called into greater public involvement in 
the life of their church, to serve the local congregation, live out your faith in 
the world and serve your local community. Visit 
gloucester.anglican.org/2017/foundations-in-theology-ministry-and-mission-
2 or speak to Jane Cusworth at jane.cusworth@rrc.ac.uk to find out more. 
 
 

Events and training 
 

More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/
events 

 
Faith in creation: Climate change and hope workshop 
Saturday 6 July, 10am for 10.30am start, finish 3.30-4pm, at Rudford 
Church, GL2 8DT. Cost £15 including a simple lunch. 
 A day to reflect on the environment and climate change and explore how 
we can find paths forward in our current crisis. For more details including an 
outline programme or contact faithincreation@icloud.com 
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Tewkesbury Abbey Theological Forum: Sacred Music and Human 
Dignity 
Tuesday 9 July, 7.30pm to 9pm, at Abbey House, Tewkesbury 
 Speaker,    the    Rev’d    Dr.    Jonathan    Arnold,    Dean    of    
Divinity at Magdalen College, Oxford University. 
tewkesburyabbey.org.uk/the-theology-forum 
  
Barnwood Church’s Flower Festival 
Friday 12 July to Sunday 14 July, 10am to 5pm at St Lawrence 
Church, Barnwood 
 Afternoon tea and a raffle will be available throughout the weekend. 
 
British Festival of Archaeology: Archaeology Roadshow 
Saturday 13 July, 11am to 3pm at Cathedral Green, Gloucester. 
 Kurt Adams, Finds Liaison Officer for Gloucestershire and Avon, will 
have a variety of local archaeological finds on display and some handling 
items to bring history to life. If you have unearthed something you want to 
know about, bring it along. Admission free. 
  
Song writing workshop for young people 
Saturday 20 July, 10.30am to 3pm in the Parliament Room at 
Gloucester Cathedral 
 Workshop for young people aged 12-18. Using music to tell stories and 
express ideas, try song writing or improve song writing skills. Spaces £5 
helen.jeffrey@gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
  
Celebrate: Tetbury 
Sunday 21 July, 4pm to 5.30pm in St Mary’s School Hall 
 New for all the family. Explore best-loved bible stories and ask 
questions, big and little. Enjoy time together with crafts, chatting, learning 
iSingPop songs and prayers. Finishing with tea time for everyone. 
Celebrate is run by St Mary’s, Christ Church, Five Valleys Christian 
Fellowship and St Michael’s Catholic Church. All are welcome. 
  

Have your say 
Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Emma 
eanderson@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter 
@glosdioc, view videos on YouTube Diocese of 
Gloucester or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 
 

The Messenger 
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News from Church Army 
 

Child poverty on the rise in Wales 
 

 Shocking recent statistics show that Wales is the only nation in 
the UK to see a rise in child poverty - the overall figure has risen to 
almost 30%. 
 Mark Russell recently wrote about work at St. Asaph Centre of 
Mission on the Caia Park estate. New research by Loughborough 
University, commissioned by the End Child Poverty Network, now 
reveals that in three of the five wards in Caia Park almost half the 
children are in poverty. 
 Along with these extreme levels of poverty comes: family 
breakdown, low self-esteem, debt problems and the lure of 
criminality. People here face an uphill battle.  
 Pioneer Evangelist Josh Smith says,"The kids here feel like 'I’m 
from Caia Park, I’ll never amount to anything'". That's why we're 
here, day in and day out, investing in people's lives and sharing the 
Good News of Jesus.  
 Thanks to this work, young people like Megan (14) have come to 
faith and are discovering new life. The 'Tin Can' Youth Hut was the 
first place she had ever heard about Jesus or has had positive role 
models to look up to. Last summer she gave her life to Christ.  
 

"Josh took us on a camp and we learned about how 
Christians are, what they believe in, their faith and stuff 
like that. It was really good. Over that summer I started 
to believe, and now I’ve got a Bible that Josh gave me. 
My favourite verse is from Philippians, you can do all 
things through God because he gives you the 
strength,” Megan says. 

 To have the opportunity to play a part in people encountering God, and 
seeing their families and community transformed, is our honour and 
privilege. But there is more to do. 

 
 

Please give today. Your gifts and prayers will change the 
future for more young people like Megan.  

https://churcharmy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d453295a5e324f9cf7a50ce78&id=c8722750dc&e=cccf123227
https://churcharmy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d453295a5e324f9cf7a50ce78&id=c8722750dc&e=cccf123227
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During the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the following 
years of Communist rule, many Christians were put to 
death at the diktat of the country's government.  

 In 1977, Archbishop Janani Luwum was killed on the orders of 
the President of Uganda. At the present time in several countries 
Christians are killed, have their homes and churches destroyed and 
are precluded from employment, not by the direct action of their 
governments but by adherents of the national religion with the 
approval of their governments. James, the son of Zebedee and 
brother of John, was the first Christian to be put to death on the 
orders of a secular ruler. Several years earlier he had been warned 
by Jesus that that might be his fate. When his mother asked Jesus if 
her two sons might be given the chief places in what she thought 
would be the earthly Kingdom of God, Jesus asked James, "Can 
you drink the cup that I am to drink?" and James, thinking with his 
brother, that the question referred to some kind of banquet, replied, 
"I can", whereupon Jesus said, "You shall drink my cup", referring, 
as we know today, to the cup of suffering which his Father would be 
giving him (cf. St. Luke. 22. 42; St. John 18. 19).  

 Before meeting Jesus, James and John had worked with their 

father, Zebedee, in his fishing business. It was a profitable concern, 
in which Simon Peter and Andrew were also involved, and required 
the employment of several other men. As the owner's sons, the 
brothers were in a position of some authority and may have been 
something like co-directors in the business. So it was not surprising 
that, when they found themselves in Jesus‘ company of followers 
with the prospect (as they thought) of the establishment of a new 
governing body in the land, they should see themselves as 
occupying the highest possible positions in the government - as they 
had in their father's business. 
 Their request (whether it was theirs, as St. Mark records, or their 
mother's, matters little) was gently turned away by Jesus, first by 
saying that the privilege was not his to grant; secondly, by warning 
that following him would involve them in sacrifice - probably of life 
itself; and thirdly, by saying that their real aim in life must not be to 

     St. James the Great July 25th 
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exercise  authority over others  but to be the servants  of others - 
like slaves. who had no rights or privileges of any kind. just as he 

was serving, even to the point of laying down his life for others. 
 In comfortable England, we are not likely to lay down our lives 
for the sake of our Lord, but as his followers, his own people, we 
are called upon to lead lives of service - to him and to our 
neighbours, not seeking positions of power or authority over others 
but always living and working to do the will of God for the good of 
our fellow-men and women. To live our life, even until death, in the 
service of God and others is as acceptable to God as death by 
martyrdom.  

T.N. 
___________________ 

 

A Tale of Peace 
 

 A rich industrialist, Visiting the South of India from a city in the North, 
was mystified to find a fisherman lying lazily beside his boat, smoking a 
pipe. 

 “Why aren‘t you out fishing?” asked the industrialist. 

 “Because I have caught enough fish for the day,” said the fisherman. 

 “Why don't you catch more than you need?” said the industrialist. 

 “What would I do with it?” 

 You could earn more money,” was the reply. “With that you could 
have a motor fixed to your boat. Then you could go into deeper waters and 
catch more fish. Then you would make enough to buy nylon nets. These 
would bring you more fish and more money. Soon you would have 
enough money to own two boats . . . maybe even a fleet of boats. Then 
you would be a rich man like me.” 

 “What would I do then?” asked the fisherman. 

 “Then you could sit down and enjoy life,” said the industrialist. 

 “What do you think I am doing right now?” asked the contented 
fisherman. 
 

(From ‘The Song of The Bird’ by Anthony de Mello, SJ) 
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Update and advice from Citizen’s 
Advice, marking 60 years in Stroud 

 

We continue to seek new standing order donors to our 
charity - to celebrate our 60 years in Stroud with our ‘60 

for 60 Campaign’. 
 

The great news is that we now have 14 new donors! Please help us 
achieve our goal by the end of the year in order to maintain this 
free, confidential and independent advice service to our community. 
We ask that you consider making an annual pledge in the form of a 
standing order – as little as £5 a month is a valuable contribution, 
especially if you are able allow us to collect Gift Aid on your 
donation. Please phone us on Freephone 0808 800 0510 and ask 
us to send the necessary forms. 
 
This month’s advice: We would like to let you know about 
Council Tax Discount for those people living alone, or with 
someone else in the property, who has a severe mental 
impairment. If your condition is considered to cause ‘severe mental 
impairment’- which is likely if someone has a diagnosis of Dementia 
- it could mean that they are disregarded for Council Tax liability. 
 
In order to qualify for Council Tax Discount on these grounds a 
person must meet the following criteria: 
 

Have a severe impairment of intelligence and social 
functioning which appears to be permanent. 

Have a certificate from a registered medical practitioner 
confirming the diagnosis 

Is entitled to a qualifying benefit such as Attendance 
Allowance or Personal Independence Payments. 

 

Please do contact us on freephone 0808 800 0510 if you 
would like more information on this matter. 
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Brooke Foss Westcott was born in Birmingham in 1825 
and, after education at King Edward School, won a 
scholarship to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was 
invited to join the Cambridge Apostles. After obtaining his 
degree, Westcott remained in residence at Trinity and, in 
1849, he obtained his fellowship. In the same year he  was 
ordained deacon and priest by his old headmaster, Prince 
Lee who, later, was to become Bishop of Manchester. He 
devoted much attention to philosophical, patristic and 
historical studies, but his main interest was in New 
Testament  work.  

 In 1852, he became an assistant master at Harrow School,  and soon 
afterwards he married a Miss Whithard. He managed to combine his school 
duties with an enormous amount of theological research and literary 
activity. Westcott worked at Harrow for nearly twenty years and his 
writings won acclaim as a landmark in the history of modern English 
theological scholarship. These included ‘The Bible in the Church’ (1864), a 
‘History of the English Bible’ (1869) and ‘The Gospel of the 
Resurrection’ (1866). In 1868 he was appointed examining chaplain and in 
the following year he accepted a canonry at Peterborough, which forced 
him to leave Harrow. 

 For a time he was enthusiastic about a cathedral life, devoted to the 
pursuit of learning and to the development of opportunities for the religious 
and intellectual benefit of the diocese. But when the Regius Professorship 
of Divinity at Cambridge became vacant in 1870, Westcott was elected to 
the chair, a position for which he was undoubtedly the right man. Supported 
by his friends Lightfoot and Hort, he disregarded many of the privileges of 
a university career in order to devote more time to his studies. The years in 
which Westcott, Lightfoot and Hort met frequently for the discussion of the 
work in which all three were so deeply engrossed formed a happy and 
privileged period in their lives; this was before Lightfoot became Bishop of 
Durham. In 1881, nearly thirty years of incessant work came to fruition in 
the famous Westcott and Hort text of the New Testament. 

 The inauguration of the Cambridge mission to Delhi and the founding of 
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, were all, in a very real degree, the result of 
Westcott's energy and influence as regius professor. He was also very 

Brooke Foss Westcott 
Bishop of Durham and Teacher of the Faith 

 

July 27th 
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involved in setting up the Oxford and Cambridge preliminary 
examination for candidates for holy orders.  

 It was in March 1890 that he was nominated to follow in the steps of 
his friend Lightfoot, who had died in December 1889. He was 
consecrated on May 1st at Westminster Abbey and Hort was the preacher. 
He was enthroned at Durham Cathedral on May 15th. The change of 
work and surroundings could hardly have been greater, but having the 
sudden administration of a northern diocese gave him new strength. He 
surprised the world, which had thought of him as a recluse and a mystic, 
by the practical interest he took in the mining population of Durham and 
in the great shipping and artisan industries of Sunderland and Gateshead. 
There was one memorable occasion in 1892, when he succeeded in 
bringing a peaceful end to a long and bitter strike which had divided the 
masters and men in the Durham collieries -  and his success was due to 
the confidence which he inspired by the moral energy of his strangely 
"prophetic" personality, at once thoughtful, vehement and affectionate. 
His constant endeavour to call the attention of the Church to the religious 
aspect of social questions was a special note in his public utterances. 

 He was a staunch supporter of the co-operative movement, and he was 
practically the founder of the Christian Social Union. He continually 
insisted upon the necessity of promoting the cause of foreign missions, 
and he gladly gave four of his sons for the work of the Church in India. 
He studied the Sacred Books of the East in great depth, and strongly 
contended that no systematic view of Christianity could afford to ignore 
the philosophy of other religions. 

 His energy was remarkable to the very end but, during the last two or 
three years of his life, he aged considerably. His wife, who had been for 
some years an invalid, died rather suddenly in May 1901, and he 
dedicated to her memory his last book, ‘Lessons from Work’ (1901). In 
the same year he preached a farewell sermon to the miners in Durham 
Cathedral at their annual festival on July 20th, and shortly afterwards he 
suffered a short, sudden illness, resulting in his death on July 27th. The 
Birmingham Civic Society plans to erect a Blue Plaque to mark where he 
was born in Birmingham. This is scheduled for 2026 to coincide with the 
125th anniversary of his death.                   

Doug 
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Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 
Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10am Monday (first 
Monday in the month Holy Communion) 
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday  
Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, 
subject to clergy availability 
Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special 
services 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370. 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
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 House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for 
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem ! 
 During Advent, a primary school teacher asked the class what 
baby Jesus' mother was called. 
 ‘Mary, Mary,’ they answered excitedly. 
 When she then asked them the name of baby Jesus’ father, one 
little boy said, ’Was it Virg?’ 
 When the surprised teacher asked why he thought that, the wee 
lad replied, ‘Because we are told that the ‘Virg and Mary’ had a baby 
boy’. 

———— 

 “I have never heard a sermon from which I did not receive some 
good,” said a fine old man. “But I have had many near misses!” 

———— 

 A well-educated woman asked her minister if she could have a 
copy of the sermon he had preached on the doctrine of the Trinity. 
The minister was thrilled until she added, “Just didn't understand it 
at all.” 

———— 

 A three-year-old looked out of the window and saw lightning for 
the first time. 
 “Grandma,” he shouted, “God has taken my picture!” 
 

       The Laugh Shall Be First’ (Saint Andrew Press) 

Deadline for the August Magazine by July 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


