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Letter from a Tyndale Benefice Churchwarden 

L AST MAY, KAY PETTIFER wrote about how she became a 
churchwarden in our parish of St. Kenelm, Alderley, with Tresham. I 

am also a churchwarden in that parish but while she concentrates on St 
Kenelm’s in Alderley, I mainly deal with Tresham. 

 St. Kenelm’s is mainly Georgian, while Tresham Church, a chapel of 
ease – easier to walk to church - was built in 1855 in Norman style to 
replace a long-lost building. Originally attached to Hawkesbury, in recent 
times it was transferred to St. Kenelm’s. It is very small and simple in 
every way, but it is valued by the village as a whole, whether or not they 
attend our 11 am service on the first Sunday of each month (except around 
Christmas), where visitors are warmly welcomed. 

 My role as warden is far lighter than for most. Although our building is 
simple and our congregation small, many people locally contribute in a 
variety of ways to the needs of the church and its surrounding churchyard. 
We are starting to extend activities outside worship, as a way of increasing 
the social life of Tresham and making the building of more use to 
everyone. I have received much satisfaction in being a very small link in 
the very long chain of the life of this farm-centred hamlet and its church, its 
only public space. 

 My entry into churchwardenship took place in a similar sort of way to 
Kay’s, but a few years earlier. I, too, had had a career in education. My 
husband worked at Filton, which brought us to find the beautiful village of 
Tresham. It was also an area I knew from my youth; my parents being 
posted abroad, my sister and I had boarded at Westonbirt School. It was 
there that I was confirmed, and sometimes we would walk along footpaths 
and lanes to nearby villages to go to church instead of in the school one, so 
I visited several over the years I was a pupil there. I was later a governor 
for ten years after retirement in 2008, and one of my especial 
responsibilities was to be particularly mindful of the importance of the 
Church of England to its foundation, practice and ethos. 

 The school’s motto was ‘Bono malum superate’ (‘Overcome evil with 
good’) from St Paul’s letter to the Romans 12, verses 20 and 21, using 
King James’ version: 

 “Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink; 
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

. 
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This motto has stayed with me for life; I believe we can all work to make 
good come out of bad or sad situations, and generally help good (or love) 
prevail whenever possible. 

 I end with a child’s prayer from long ago, to all of us who live in the 
Tyndale benefice. It is a prayer which makes me think of the way that love 
ripples out across the world: 

God bless those whom we love; 
God bless those who love us; 
God bless those who love those whom we love, 
and those who love those who love us. 

 
Susan Whitfield, Tresham Churchwarden 

 

 
New Magazine Deliverer Needed for 

Tabernacle Road 
 Mrs. Jean Terrett feels that after delivering the magazine for 56 years 
that it is now time for her to call a halt. We give her our most grateful vote 
of thanks and appreciation for the way in which she has brought our church 
magazine to us over the years. 

 Now we are looking for someone to take over the role which Jean has 
been doing so devotedly. If you feel that this is something you could do, 
please give Kate Cropper in the Parish Office a call on 842175. 
 
 

 
“The law made nothing perfect, but Christ 
makes everything perfect. He bore our sin in 
such a way that he bore it all away. In Him we 
find perfect peace, perfect joy and perfect 
pardon.” 

‘Every Day With Jesus’ - Selwyn Hughes 

Punch Line 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for 
September 

 

Please note there are no branch meetings in August 

 
 

Wednesday 4th September 
Visit to Highfields Garden Centre 

Meet on St Mary’s Drive at 2.15pm to share lifts 
Tea at the restaurant 

 
Wednesday 18th September 9.30am 

Corporate Communion at St Mary’s 
Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ Union 
members. It is followed by coffee in the Parish Room. We 
welcome everyone to join us, both at the service and for coffee 
afterwards in the Parish Room. 
 
Wednesday 18th September 

Kat Gibson of Barnwood Trust speaks about being a 
Community Builder. 

Kat was a most inspiring and entertaining speaker when she came 
to talk earlier in the year. We are very glad to welcome her back 
for a second chapter. 

St Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm 
Followed by coffee and chat. 

 
VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME. 

 
Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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 The Mission to Seafarers 
Sea Sunday Up-date 

 On July 14th, Sea Sunday, it was with great 
pleasure that we were able to welcome back, 
after a break of six years, the Reverend Philip 
Auden to speak to us at the 10.15a.m. Parish 
Eucharist. 

 Those of our congregation who were present at the service six years ago 
will, doubtless, have been looking forward to Philip's visit in the 
expectation of hearing another memorable sermon — and they will not have 
been disappointed. 

 He told us how, in 1835, John Ashley - having witnessed a ship in 
trouble in the Bristol Channel — decided that something should be done to 
give support to those braving the perils of the sea in order to bring food and 
materials of various kinds to these shores and, from that vision, the 
Missions to Seamen came into existence as an Anglican charity. More 
recently, with the entry of women into the Merchant Service, the name of 
the charity was changed to The Mission to Seafarers, as we know it today, 
but with the logo of The Flying Angel remaining unchanged. 

 Philip explained in great detail how the charity, through its many 
Seafarers' Centres across the world, is able to give spiritual and practical 
support to seafarers of all nations, citing the number of  ship visits carried 
out where ships were not in port long enough for crew members to come 
ashore, and detailing the facilities that are available within the Centres for 
those who are able to leave their ship for a short while. He explained the 
problems facing seafarers being away from their homes and loved ones for 
very long periods of time, often confined with multi-national crew-members 
with whom they could not converse because of the language barrier, and of 
the dangers they faced on the high seas on a day-to-day basis. 

 Philip's talk was interspersed with patches of humour, and I know that it 
was very well received, judging by some of the comments made to me after 
the service. This was undoubtedly reflected in the fact that, as a result of the 
retiring collection, I was able to send a cheque for £186.30 to the Mission 
headquarters in London, and another cheque for £100 to the Port of Bristol 
Seafarers' Centre at Royal Portbury Dock. 

 On behalf of The Mission to Seafarers, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank most sincerely all those whose generosity made this 
possible. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 

     John Ballantyne, Saint Mary's Mission to Seafarers Parish Link 
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. 
Choir Notes 

 On 5th July Martin led a Sing and Social which was very well attended, 
in excess of 40 people. I understand the original purpose of these events 
was to learn hymns from our Hymn Books which were not particularly 
known to the congregation in order for them to be used in the services. 
Unfortunately we are receiving no requests from members of the 
congregation which means Martin and I are imposing our own choices on 
these occasions. There will not be another event this year because of other 
pressures on the choir but when we do have the next please give us 
suggestions. 

 During June we welcomed Angela into our morning choir in the 
Soprano section but we still need extra altos, also tenors and basses. 

 Choir practices continue on Fridays and are organised in a relaxed and 
enjoyable manner so if you feel you would like to join, or know of others 
that would enjoy being involved, then please contact me either in church or 
on 07789777008. Remember, age is no barrier (young or more mature) and 
there is no audition. So come and enjoy both the singing and social aspect 
of the choir. Remember, singing is a very healthy activity. The school 
members start at 6.15pm until 7.30pm and the adults at 6.45-8.00pm. The 
young people are taught singing technique as well as music theory. 

 I have noticed that congregation numbers at Evensong services seem to 
have reduced and it would be very sad to lose this service at St Mary’s so if 
you feel able, please come and join in this wonderful service of worship 
particularly Choral Evensong on the 3rd Evensong of the month when the 
music is of a very high standard and singers come from a wide area to join 
us in our efforts. 

 One notice for the future is that on Saturday October 26th there will be a 
Come and Sing Messiah with all proceeds going to church funds. The 
afternoon rehearsal will start at 2.30pm with the performance at 7.00pm. 
We will be supported by a small orchestra. For the singers there will be a 
£10 charge and for audience a retiring bowl. There will be scores available 
to borrow. Please support this event in either capacity and do inform 
others, either singers or audience. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church music 
please see me on any Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
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Mary Heywood was born in 1828 into a wealthy and cultured 
family. She grew up in the beautiful surroundings of Hope End, 
in Herefordshire. She was educated at home, spoke three 
foreign languages, and became an accomplished singer. Yet 
what she valued most when she reminisced about her family 
home was its Christian atmosphere. Daily scripture and prayers 
formed the basis of lives lived for others. 

 Mary fell in love with, and married in 1848, George Sumner, the son of 
the Bishop of Winchester, and they embarked on 61 years of married life. 
For nearly thirty years, Mary was fully occupied in bringing up their three 
children, and supporting her husband’s ministry in Old Alresford, near 
Winchester, by providing music and teaching Bible classes. 

 In due course, Mary decided that a new organisation was needed in the 
parish, and the first branch of the Mothers’ Union was begun. Mary did not 
start the Mothers’ Union when she became a mother, but when she became 
a grandmother. She remembered her feelings of inadequacy as a young 
mother. She believed that motherhood involved more than providing 
physical needs for children. The primary responsibility of mothers was to 
raise their children in the love of God, and they could only do this if their 
lives were rooted in prayer. 

 Her first meeting of bringing mothers together had to be postponed for 
a week as Mary was too nervous to put forward her plans to them, but at 
the following meeting she presented them with cards on which the first 
sentence read: “Remember that your children are given up, body and soul, 
to Jesus Christ in baptism, and that your duty is to train them in His 
service.” 

 A few years later, Mary was asked to speak to poor and anxious women 
at a Church Congress. Despite her initial resistance, she agreed. Referring 
to the low moral standards in the country, she asked what could be done to 
improve the national character. Her answer was that power for change lay 
in the hands of mothers. If women united in prayer and committed 
themselves to a Christian life, the nation could be transformed. 

 Following this meeting, the Bishop of Winchester decided to make the 
Mothers’ Union a diocesan organisation. From there, the Mothers’ Union 
grew, and today has over one million members world-wide. The special 
day for remembering Mary Sumner is August 9th.    

Hilary Noon 

      Mary Sumner 
      Founder of the Mothers’ Union in 1921 

 

August 9th 
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Hmm! 
An elderly Scottish preacher always thanked God for the weather. Even 
when it was really awful he would pray:  

“We thank you, Lord, that every day is not as bad as this one.” 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Jackie 01453 845178 or Douglas 07415 541359 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 



 

8 

‘Growing a Healing Ministry’ 
Two-Day Course 

 
 St. Mary’s Healing and Wholeness group held ‘Growing a Healing 
Ministry’ as a refresher training course over two Saturdays, 25th May and 
15th June. This course has been produced by the Acorn Christian 
Foundation (and modified for this Diocese by our Bishop Rachel) to help 
Christians learn about the healing ministry and to help us put what we learn 
into practice, so that healing ministry becomes part of how our church 
expresses the transforming love of Jesus: 

“Christian healing is Jesus Christ meeting you at your point of need.” 
Bishop Morris Maddocks 

 Altogether, 23 people attended the course including some from Stroud 
churches healing group with Rev’d. Steve Earley and some from Chipping 
Sodbury with Rev’d. Peter Fewings. One aspect of the course everyone 
most enjoyed was sharing the learning, exploration and fellowship with 
people from other parishes. 

 This course is being run in parishes throughout Gloucester Diocese by 
members of the Bishop’s Advisory Group on Healing Ministry and our 
course was led by Reader Sue Rodford. 

 We covered a great deal over the two days (too much to mention here) 
but I’d like to share with you some elements about the healing ministry 
taken from the Course Handbook. 

The Church’s Mandate for Healing: 

 Jesus exercised a ministry of healing alongside preaching the Good   
News of the Kingdom, as a demonstration of who he was and the 
nature of the Kingdom. (Matt 4: 23-24) 

 Jesus expected and authorised his apostles, and then other disciples, 
to exercise this ministry. (Luke 9: 1 – 6 and Luke 10: 1, 8-9) 

 The context for healing and miracles usually accompanies the 
proclamation of the gospel of the Kingdom of God and salvation, and Jesus 
hardly ever commands his followers to preach without adding ‘and heal’. 
This is the primary authority for the Church’s healing ministry. 

Defining Health and Healing: 

 The Old Testament idea of ‘Shalom’ encompassed more than just what 
we might think of as ‘peace’; it conveys the idea of harmony not just within 
our mind and body, but with God, one another, and our world. It gives a 
sense of total well-being. 
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 We recognise that we can know ‘Shalom’ even when we face physical 
illness or disability. 

Christian healing encompasses: 

 Reconciliation, forgiveness, restoration of relationship with God – 
Jesus meeting our deepest human need through the cross. 

 Restoring that which is broken by the fall, bringing us back to 
wholeness of body, mind and spirit. 

 Ultimate healing of all creation and realisation of the kingdom of 
God. 

As humans, God made us for relationships - there are four major areas of 
relationship: 

 With God 

 With Others 

 With Ourselves 

 With Our World 
Any of these may be damaged and in need of healing. 

Dear Lord Jesus, give us your listening heart so that when 
we pray we will become a powerful channel through which 
you will touch each person with your healing care. 

During the course we also focussed on listening, forgiveness (ourselves and 
others), ministry as a team, gifts of the Spirit in prayer ministry and 
growing a healing church. 

Growing a Healing Church: 
A church in which healing ministry can flourish; a community in which 
everyone has a part to play: 

 A place where Jesus Christ is proclaimed 

 A fellowship of loving and caring people 

 A community of people who pray and worship 

 A fellowship people want to join 

 A people expectant of the Holy Spirit’s surprises 

 A force for the Kingdom. 

Dear Heavenly Father, you call us to share the love and healing 
power of your Son; give us those gifts and graces of the Spirit 
and the medicine of your Holy Gospel that will enable us to meet 
people at their point of need and bring them to wholeness of life 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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 Thank you to everyone who helped with making the two days such a 
success: including Sue Plant and Adrian Davis. Also the people from the 
Healing Group who made cakes, served refreshments and cleared up 
afterwards. 

The Healing Group 
John and Mary Downs, Lynda Durrant, Morag Langley, Iain Marchant, 
Jenny Mayston, Irene Perks, Anne Slann and Jean Yates. 

 

 
St. Mary’s Autumnfest 

Saturday 14th September 2019 
12 noon to 3 pm 

 A feast, a festival, a celebration of life at St. Mary’s as we approach the 
autumn and harvest.  This is an opportunity for us to invite the wider 
Wotton community into St. Mary’s.  Plans are in the early stages, but we 
hope to have an exhibition of art from the St. Mary’s Art Group, to have 
Messy Church crafts for the children, a couple of competitions, games and 
play activities.  We will open up the tower and conduct tours for those who 
wish to climb to the heights and make use of the new servery for tea and 
cake.  

 We would like to sell produce, so for all those who garden and those 
who turn the produce into jams, chutneys etc., please can you keep a little 
aside to contribute to the table of produce which we will sell to raise funds 
for St. Mary’s.  

 Please, do pop the date into your diaries and keep an eye out for more 
news about the plans for this event in September. 

 If you have any questions please do speak to Sarah Guy or Sharon Dove. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to John and Jackie Ramsdale as 

they celebrated their Golden Wedding on 
July 12th 
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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Children’s Church: there will be some activities left in the Catherine 
Chapel on Sundays 4th, 11th and 25th. Story sacks and books are 
available from the Children’s Corner to be taken to the pews. 
We hope to continue to have a leader for Children’s Church as often as 
possible, and will let you know via facebook when that will happen. 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 

Little Church: usually meet in the Parish Room at 10.00am 
1st: Gray’s Farm visit - meet there at 10.00am 
5th:  Crafts and Snack in Parish Room 
12th: Crafts and Snack in Parish Room 
19th: Stream Walk - meet in Parish Room at 10.00am 
26th: Bank Holiday - NO Little Church 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 

Messy Church: Saturday 10th ‘Jesus’ Day Off’ 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Service: Sunday 18th - this is the Pet Service 
For more details, contact the Parish Office 01453 842175 
 
Family Time: 
Talk: Have you ever felt Jesus near you in a difficult or stressful 
situation? 
Do: Carry a plastic jewel, a Lego™ figure or a cross in your pocket. 
Whenever you touch it, ask God to help you with whatever you are 
struggling with. 
 

Pray: Father God, thank you that you love each 
one of us as your sons and daughters. Help us 
to see you at work in our lives this week; in the 
good things, but also in the worries and 
difficulties. Amen 
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 .A Point of Reference 
Read: I, the Lord, do not change.  

Malachi 3:6a 
Ponder: Searching through my bookshelves 
the other day, I came across a couple of 
books about my home town, Southend-on-Sea 

— Southend Past and Edwardian Heyday. The two comprise a fascinating 
collection of photographs showing the town in bygone days, and to see the 
difference that just over a century has made is truly astounding. Take the 
area of Prittlewell, where I spent most of my childhood years and where my 
parents still live. Today, it is a busy, featureless area with little to distinguish 
it from the urban sprawl that has swallowed it up, but 120 years ago it was 
the main habitation in the area and a truly delightful village full of timber-
framed cottages and rustic charm. Were it possible to travel through time, a 
visitor from the past would imagine they had come to the wrong place, 
except for one feature, the parish church of St. Mary's that still presides 
majestically over its centre — a welcome point of reference in a forever-
changing landscape. Not that you have to go back a hundred years to notice 
changes: almost every shop I remember as a boy has either closed down or 
changed its use, and once-quiet roads are now busy thoroughfares. 
 The case of Southend, of course, is repeated in towns up and down the 
country, and is but one more example of the way life itself is in a constant 
state of flux. As the years pass, not only places change but us with them, our 
attitudes; opinions, beliefs and convictions repeatedly challenged and 
shaken, if not completely undermined. Many find themselves not knowing 
what to believe in, life apparently without meaning or direction. Yet, as the 
prophet Malachi reminded the people of Judah centuries ago, there is a point 
of reference for us all in the one true God; the God who tells us, ‘I, the Lord, 
do not change.’ That is a promise which generations of believers across the 
years have found to be true, in a world where everything else seems never 
to stay the same. 
Ask yourself: Do you feel overwhelmed by changes taking place in your life, 
or depressed by the rapid pace of change around you? Have you lost sight 
of the revelation of God in Christ — the same yesterday, today and 
tomorrow? 
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Pray: Living God, even in my lifetime so much has changed, so many of the 
things that I took to be enduring features turning out to be passing shadows. 
It is hard not to be unsettled by it all, and harder still not to question whether 
anything is permanent, even your love. I find myself all at sea, like a ship 
without an anchor, overwhelmed by a sense of helplessness in stemming the 
relentless flow of time, and I look around In desperation for something to 
support me; a lifeline to keep me afloat. 
 Teach me to look to you, the one unchanging reality in a would that is 
constantly moving on. Teach me that you alone offer a hope that endures 
and a life that defies the ravages of the years, and so may I keep my eyes 
fixed on you, come what may, assured that though all else may fade away, 
your love will remain the same, unchanged and unchangeable. ln Christ's 
name I ask it. Amen. 
Remember: He himself has said, ’I will never leave you or forsake you.’ 

 Hebrews 13:5b 
Close: Living God, help me in this uncertain and fleeting world to keep my 
eyes fixed on you, knowing that though all else may change, you will not. 
Amen. 

‘Daily Payer’ Nick Fawcett - Kevin Mayhew 
 

 
 
 

Notice outside a village 

church 

 

WORN OUT? 
COME  IN  FOR 
A  SERVICE 
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Word Search 
Dem Bones 

Coccyx  Cranium  Femur   Fibula  Frontal  Humerus 
Hyoid Ilium  Lumbar  Mandible Maxilla  Metatarsal 
Occipital Parietal  Patella  Pelvis  Radius  Rib Sacrum 
Scapula Sternum Talus Temporal Tibia  Ulna 
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Open Doors 
“By this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you love one another.” John 13:35  
 At boarding school, I was taken to task by someone in my dorm who 
tearfully accused me of bullying her (she was right and I was mortified). 
Forty-five years on, I am still horrified by stories of school-ground 
bullying — made worse by being filmed and posted on social media. 
These films often show the ‘innocent bystanders' looking unconcerned 
and doing nothing to intervene. But how often do we stand by and do 
nothing when we see others being victimised — when they have done 
absolutely nothing wrong? 
 The Hindu extremist group the RSS has threatened to wipe out non-
Hindus in India by 2021, and the landslide victory of the Hindu 
nationalist party. the BJP, in recent elections only makes that more likely. 
The level of hatred directed against our Christian brothers and sisters in 
India is really distressing, particularly the attacks on pastors' wives and 
young daughters. Brothers in India speak of ‘a whole network of Hindu 
terrorists who are well trained. They used to come with sticks. Now they 
come with sharp weapons and guns'. 
 In effect, Hindu extremists in India are promoting a form of religious 
cleansing. The vicious attacks on Christians - and indeed Muslims - are 
simply wrong. Everyone should be free to follow the faith of their choice 
and to change their religion if they so wish. There have been times in the 
not-so-distant past when ethnic or religious people groups have been 
decimated, while the world just passed by on the other side. Today, we 
look back in horror at such events and find it difficult to believe that 
nobody intervened. Yet this could be true for India's Christians. The 
survival of the church is at stake. 
 Open Doors believes the witness of the church is key to India 
flourishing and we want to see a strong missional church rising by 2022. 
so we are doubling our support for local church partners over two years. 
And it's making an impact, with committed church leadership, confident 
women. capable youth, courageous children, resilient families — praise 
God! For all who have already given and prayed to support this, thank 
you, and please keep going. If not, now is the time to join in. The Foreign 
Office review into UK support for persecuted Christians worldwide has 
only been made possible through the influence of Open Doors supporters, 
so please keep praying. You can help us seize this pivotal moment to 
ensure our persecuted family are seen and heard. 
                  Henrietta Blyth, 

CEO, Open Doors UK&I 
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 Diary for August 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

 

1st Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
2nd Friday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room – All welcome 
 4.30pm Wedding Rehearsal at St. Mary’s 
3rd Saturday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 12.30pm Wedding of Daniel Sheppard and Emma Robertson at St. 

Mary’s 
 3.00pm Baptism of Zoe Richardson at St. Mary’s 
 
4th  Sunday  – 7th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s with Bishop Robert 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
5th Monday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church - Meet in Parish Room 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room. 
 7.45pm LMT in Parish Room 
6th Tuesday  – The Transfiguration 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
7th Wednesday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
8th Thursday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
9th Friday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
10th Saturday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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  9.30am Messy Church at St. Mary’s–breakfast, activities and 
worship for all ages – Jesus’ Day Off 

 
11th Sunday  - 8th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 No 8am Service at St. Martin’s 
 9.30am Family Service at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s with The Church Army 
 4.00pm Benefice Songs of Praise at St. Mary’s 
12th Monday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under

-fives  and carers in the Parish Room 
 10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room. 
13th  Tuesday   
 Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
14th Wednesday    
 Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union Corporate 

Communion) at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Wotton Finance Committee meeting in Parish Room 
15th Thursday  – The Blessed Virgin Mary – Patronal Festival 
 Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Evening Eucharist with incense at St. Mary’s 
16th  Friday   
 Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
17th Saturday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.00pm Wedding of Kieran Bird and Lydia Morrison at St. 

Martin’s 
 
18th Sunday – 9th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Family Pet Service at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Family Communion at St. Kenelm’s 
 6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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19th  Monday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10.00am Little Church Stream Walk – start at St. Mary’s 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games in the Parish Room. 
20th Tuesday    
  Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
21st Wednesday 
  Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s; 
22nd Thursday    
  Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
23rd Friday   
  Benefice/Parish Office Closed 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
24th Saturday - Bartholomew the Apostle 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 
25th Sunday – 10th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
26th Monday – Bank Holiday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  (No Little Church) 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes; 
27th Tuesday    
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room. 
28th Wednesday    
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
29th Thursday   
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
30th Friday    
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
31st Saturday    
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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Early Dates for September 
1st Sunday – 14th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
2nd Monday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church - Meet in Parish Room 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2.00 – 4.00pm St. Mary’s Games Group in the Parish Room. 
3rd Tuesday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Alderley with Tresham PCC meeting 
4th Wednesday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers Union in Parish Room – visit to Highfield Garden 

Centre 
 3.00pm St. Martin’s PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
 8.00pm Planning meeting for St. Mary’s Little Church in Parish 

Room 
5th  Thursday   
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
6th Friday    
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 1.30pm Art Group in Parish Room 

 
Readings for August 

4th  7th Sunday after Trinity 
  Ecclesiastes 1; 2, 12-14; 2: 18-23;  Colossians 3:1-11;  
                  Luke 12: 13-21 
11th 8th Sunday after Trinity 
  Genesis 15, 11-6;   Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16; Luke 12: 32-40 
18th 9th Sunday after Trinity 
  Jeremiah 23, 23-29;  Hebrews 11: 29-12:2;  Luke 12: 49-56 
25th 10th Sunday after Trinity 
  Ecclesiastes 10: 12-18; Hebrews 13: 1-6, 15-16; Luke 13, 10-17 
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Maximilian Kolbe, a friar and martyr, was born in January 1894 
in part of the Russian Empire. His life was strongly influenced 
by a childhood vision of the Virgin Mary which remained with 
him throughout his whole life.  

 

 Maximilian Kolbe was born in January 1894 in Zdunska Wola, which 
was at that time part of the Russian Empire. His father was an ethnic 
German and his mother of Polish origins. In 1914, his father joined the 
Polish Legions and was captured by the Russians and hanged for fighting 
for the independence of a partitioned Poland. 

 He had a childhood vision of the Virgin Mary which had a profound 
effect on him and the way in which he would live his life. He later 
described this vision:  

 "That night, I asked the Mother of God what was to become of me. 
Then she came to me holding two crowns, one white, the other red. She 
asked me if I was willing to accept either of these crowns. The white one 
meant that I should persevere in purity, and the red that I should become a 
martyr. I said that I would accept them both." 

 In 1907, he and his elder brother Francis decided to join the Conventual 
Franciscans and illegally crossed the border between Russia to join the 
junior seminary in Lwów. He took his final vows in 1914 in Rome.  

 During his studies at university, he witnessed strong demonstrations 
against two popes and was inspired to organise the ‘Militia 
Immaculata’ (Army of Mary) to work for the conversion of sinners and the 
enemies of the Catholic Church through the intercession of the Virgin 
Mary. By using the then most modern printing and administrative 
techniques, the Immaculata friars were able to publish catechetical and 
devotional tracts, a daily newspaper with a circulation of 230,000 and a 
monthly magazine with a circulation of over one million. 

 In 1918, Maximilian Kolbe was ordained priest and he returned to the 
newly-independent Poland where he was very active in promoting the 
veneration of the Immaculate Virgin Mary. He founded and supervised the 
monastery near Warsaw, a seminary, a radio station and several other 
organizations and publications.  

 Between 1930 and 1936 he took a series of missions to Japan, where he 
founded a monastery at the outskirts of Nagasaki, a Japanese paper and a 
seminary. The monastery remains prominent in the Roman Catholic 
Church in Japan. He chose to build it on a mountain side which, according 

Maximilian Kolbe August 14th 
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to Shinto beliefs, was not the side best suited to be in tune with nature. 
However, when the atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, the main force 
of the blast hit the other side of the mountain and Kolbe's monastery 
remained safe.  

 During World War II, he gave shelter to refugees from Greater Poland, 
including 2,000 Jews whom he hid from Nazi persecution in his friary near 
Warsaw. He was also active as a radio amateur, with Polish call letters 
SP3RN, in which his reports vilified what the Nazis were doing. 

 Almost inevitably, in February 1941, he was arrested by the German 
Gestapo and, in the following May, he was transferred to Auschwitz. Two 
months later, a man from his barracks vanished and the deputy camp 
commander, suspecting he had escaped, picked ten men from the same 
barracks to be starved to death in Block 13 (notorious for torture), in order 
to deter further escape attempts. Later, the man who had disappeared was 
found drowned in the camp latrine. 

 One of those ten men cried out, lamenting his family, and it was Kolbe 
who volunteered to take his place, knowing the torture and suffering he 
would receive before his certain death. During the time in the cell he led 
the men in songs and prayer. After three weeks of dehydration and 
starvation, only Kolbe and three others were still alive. He encouraged 
others that they would soon be with Mary in heaven, and each time the 
guards checked on him he was standing or kneeling in the middle of the 
cell and looking calmly at those 
who entered, while the others lay 
moaning and complaining, on the 
ground around him. Finally, on 
August 14th, he was killed with an 
injection of carbolic acid, and some of those who were present say that he 
raised his left arm and calmly waited for the injection. 

 He was canonized by Pope John Paul who declared him to be "The 
Patron Saint of Our Difficult Century", and he is remembered in our 
calendar on August 14th. 

Doug 

________________ 

Hmm! 

From Northamptonshire 

 An elderly lady said that she was unable to attend the “Bright Hour” 
because she had information in her feet. No doubt she was greatly missed.. 

Monarch Books 

“Greater love hath no one than 
this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends.” (John 15) 
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From the Archives 

‘Only Men Allowed Cake Competition’,  
St. Mary’s Fete 

 That was the fete, that was! It was a wonderful day, and a tribute to the 
combined working of the St. Mary’s congregation and friends. 

 Our new venture, running a cake competition for men only, this year, 
turned out to be more successful than anticipated. 

 17 strong men, and nervous, ranging from 16 years old to over 80, 
valiantly poured over recipe books. They took some useful, and not always 
useful, advice from wives and women friends, in order to produce a 
Victoria sponge of 7in. diameter. 

 So, firstly, we say well done to all participants for putting your often 
new, skills on the line for the public. There were some interesting variations 
on 7in. and one or two had sneaked in some cream into the middle. But 
nothing phased our local catering judge, Mrs. Sarah Beale. 

 She was very impressed with the standard, realising this was a first effort 
at baking for many of the competitors. 

 She carefully judged all cakes and pronounced the winner as Chris 
Lowther from the Baptist Church/DIY shop. There were several entries 
from both those sources so thank you to them for their enthusiasm, and 
providing a little rivalry! 

 There was only one prize this year as we did not anticipate such a lot of 
entries. Other cakes were highly commended by Sarah and next year, we 
will award more: i.e. 1st 2nd and 3rd. Watch this space. 

 A special mention must be given to Jo Hall who was our under-18 class 
entry, who made the most wonderful chocolate cake. He was awarded a 
special prize for an exceptional cake. 

 We thank Ali Vowles, too, for her interest, and interviewing Sarah and 
getting some tips for us all for next time. 

Roger and Shirley Wyse 

___________________ 
Hmm! 
 A mediaeval legend tells of a man called Marcolf who was reputed to be even 
cleverer than King Solomon. Marcolf demonstrated time and time again the larger 
wisdom of the fool. The final straw for Solomon was when Marcolf questioned the 
wisdom of Solomon having seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines. 
While Solomon might have been willing to give a little on his wisdom, he was not 
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willing to give on his women! Marcolf was arrested, tried and sentenced to be 
hanged. On hearing the judgment Marcolf asked if he might be granted one dying 
request, ‘Can I choose the tree from which I will be hanged?’ 

 To Solomon this sounded fair enough. His wish was granted The legend then 
concludes, ‘Marcolf and the king’s soldiers travelled through Jerusalem, and 
through the valley of Jossafat, and over the hill of Olivet and through all Arabia, 
and over the desert to the Red Sea, and never did Marcolf find the tree from 
which he chose to be hanged’. 

‘The Laugh Shall be First’ - Dr. James A. Simpson 

 

Letter from the Dean of Gloucester 

H ENRY VIII was responsible for the foundation of Gloucester 
Cathedral, and this year is the 500th anniversary of his ascending to 

the throne. Some historians have been asking the question, ‘What would 
have happened to the English Church if he had obtained his marriage 
annulment from the Pope?’ The arguments range from ‘Well, the 
Reformation would have happened anyway’ to ‘we would still be a 
Catholic nation like Spain, where Protestantism was quickly rooted out.’ I 
suspect we would have ended up as rather irreligious Catholics instead of 
irreligious Protestants!  

 But, if you like history and want a really informed view with a 
dynamic argument, try taking Eamon Duffy’s wonderful book ‘The 
Stripping of the Altars’ away with you to sunny Spain this holiday. 

 The tragedy is that we have still not healed the schism which resulted 
from Henry’s rash action, which led to such terrible destruction of many 
innocent people, much great architecture and art and a horrible division 
within the Body of Christ in this land. We not only see the wounds in our 
cathedral and in many a parish church, but also in the continuing 
misunderstanding between Christian sisters and brothers. And does not 
this remain a scandal when the sceptical and cynical can justifiably say to 
us that we should remove the plank from our own eyes before trying to 
pick out a mote from theirs?  

 We have gone a long way along the road to a true unity but, somehow, 
we have to find the energy and the will and make the sacrifices which will 
finally bring us to the goal of really having One Church, One Faith, and 
One Lord.  

 After 500 years, isn’t it time we embraced one another and sat down to 
eat together in full communion? 

 Nick Bury                 From The Archives 



 

24 

One  of    the  lesser  interesting  facts  in  the  Bible  is  that  we  
read  of several  people  who  had  two  names.    

 In  the  Old  Testament  Abram  became  Abraham, Jacob  became  
Israel,   and  in  the  New  Testament  we  learn  that  Simon  became  
Peter, Levi  became  Matthew  and  Saul  became  Paul.  Bartholomew  
also  had  two  names, not by  changing  one  for  the  other  but  by  
having  both  a  forename  and  a  surname. 

 The  surname  is  the  one  by  which  we  remember  him,   though  in  
its  anglicised version.  To  his  Jewish  contemporaries  he  was  known  
as  Bar-ptolmai,  which  means "son  of    a    water-carrier".   In  the  lists  
of  the  apostles  given  in  the  first  three Gospels  he  is  always  
mentioned  with  Philip.   In  the  Fourth  Gospel  we  are  told  that it  was  
Philip  who  brought  a  man  named  Nathanael  to  Jesus,  whom  he  
followed  as  a disciple.  Most  scholars  agree  that  Nathanael  and  
Bartholomew  are  one  and  the  same  person. 

 Philip  was  recruited  as  a  disciple  by  Jesus  himself   (John  1,43),  
whom  he immediately  believed  to  be  the  long-awaited  Messiah.  He  
went  straight  off  to  his friend  Nathanael  and  said,   "We've  found  the  
Messiah  -  Jesus  from  Nazareth". Nathanael  Bar-ptolmai  was  both  
surprised  and  shocked.   "Can  anything  good  come out  of  Nazareth?"  
he  said.   Philip  was  not  to  be  deterred:   "Come  and  see",  he  said. 
To  his  credit,  Nathanael  did  not  dig  in  to  his  prejudice  and  went  
with  his  friend. Jesus  saw  him  coming  and  said  to  those  with  him,   
"Here's  a  true  Israelite  -  he's straight,   there's  no  deceit  in  him"  -  a  
reference  to  the  original  Israelite   (Jacob) who  double-crossed  both  
his  father  and  his  brother.  Nathanael  was  staggered  by the  remark.   
"How  did  you  know anything  about  me?"  he  asked.   "When  you  
were  sitting under  that  fig-tree,  before  Philip  spoke  to  you,   I  knew  
what  sort  of  person  you  were," replied  Jesus.  That  convinced  
Nathanael.   "Rabbi",  he  said,   "you  are  the  Son  of God,  the  King  of  
Israel".   Jesus  returned,   "There  are  greater  things  to  come"  and, 
turning  to  all  those  with  him,  he  said,   "One  day  you  will  all  see  
heaven  and  earth united  in  me".   He  was  referring  to  Jacob's  dream  
of  a  ladder  between  heaven  and earth  with  its  traffic  of  angels  
going  to  and  fro. 

    St. Bartholomew August 24th 
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 A  few  days  later,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  found  themselves  in  
Cana  where  they were  invited  to  a  wedding.  Nathanael  came  from  
Cana   (John  21,2)   and  we  may  wonder whether  he  had  anything  to  
do  with  the  visit.  We  may  also  wonder  whether  his  father—
Ptolmai,   the  water-carrier—had  anything  to  do  with  bringing  the  
water  which Jesus  turned  into  wine. 

 What we do know is that Nathanael saw the Risen Christ, not only in 
the Upper Room on the first Easter Day and a week later but also, some 
time afterwards, when Jesus appeared to seven disciples, including 
Nathanael, at the Sea of Tiberias: on Jesus' directions they made a 
remarkably large catch of fish (John 21,1-14). 

 Nathanael  Bartholomew  appears  by  name  on  only  three  occasions  
in  the  Gospels; for  most  of  the  time  we  can  think  of  him  only  as  
one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  -  and much  like  all  the  others:   slow  
enough  "on  the  uptake"  to  earn  rebuke  from  Jesus, quarrelling  
among  themselves  about  precedence  in  the  future  kingdom,  
hindering Jesus'  work  by  trying  to  prevent  people  who  needed  help  
coming  to  him  and  -  finally  -  falling  asleep  and  then  running  away  
at  our  Lord's  time  of  greatest  need. 

 Disciples  don't  change  much!  Most  of  us  are  very  ordinary  
people,   doing  ordinary jobs  and  living  ordinary  lives.  We  are  
followers  of  Jesus  but  we  don't  always  take his  words  to  heart  or  
grasp their  full  meaning.  We  quarrel  among  ourselves—hence the  
divisions  in  the  Church.  We  tend  to  think  of  our  own  comfort  and  
convenience more  than  to  show  Christ's  love  for  others.  We  tend  to  
shy  away  from  defending  our Lord  or  speaking  up  for  him  in  the  
face  of  opposition.   Just  like  Nathanael Bartholomew! 

 But  Nathanael  Bartholomew  had  been  chosen  by  Jesus,  he  stayed  
with  the  others who  had  been  called  in  the  same  way,  he  knew  the  
Risen  Christ,   and  -  obviously forgiven  for  his  failures  -  was  endued  
with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  entrusted  with the  responsibility  of  
continuing    the  work  to  which  his  Lord  had  called  him. 

 Just  like  us! 

 He is remembered in our calendar on August 24th. 

T.N. 
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The Great Moon Hoax 

 On August 25 in 1835, the first in a series of six articles announcing 
the supposed discovery of life on the moon appeared in the New Y ork 
Sun newspaper. 
 Known collectively as “The Great Moon Hoax,” the articles were 
supposedly reprinted from the Edinburgh Journal of Science. The by-line 
was Dr. Andrew Grant, described as a colleague of Sir John Herschel, a 
famous astronomer of the day. Herschel had in fact travelled to 
Capetown, South Africa, in January 1834 to set up an observatory with a 
powerful new telescope. As Grant described it, Herschel had found 
evidence of life forms on the moon, including such fantastic animals as 
unicorns, two-legged beavers and furry, winged humanoids resembling 
bats. The articles also offered vivid description of the moon’s geography, 
complete with massive craters, enormous amethyst crystals, rushing 
rivers and lush vegetation. 
 The New Y ork Sun, founded in 1833, was one of the new “penny 
press” papers that appealed to a wider audience with a cheaper price and a 
more narrative style of journalism. From the day the first moon hoax 
article was released, sales of the paper shot up considerably. It was 
exciting stuff, and readers lapped it up. The only problem was that none 
of it was true. The Edinburgh Journal of Science had stopped publication 
years earlier, and Grant was a fictional character. The articles were most 
likely written by Richard Adams Locke, a Sun reporter educated at 
Cambridge University. Intended as satire, they were designed to poke fun 
at earlier, serious speculations about extra-terrestrial life, particularly 
those of Reverend Thomas Dick, a popular science writer who claimed in 
his best-selling books that the moon alone had 4.2 billion inhabitants. 
  Readers were completely taken in by the story, however, and failed to 
recognize it as satire. The craze over Herschel’s supposed discoveries 
even fooled a committee of Yale University scientists, who travelled to 
New York in search of the Edinburgh Journal articles. After Sun  
employees sent them back and forth between the printing and editorial 
offices, hoping to discourage them, the scientists returned to New Haven 
without realizing they had been tricked. 
 On September 16, 1835, the Sun admitted the articles had been a hoax. 
People were generally amused by the whole thing, and sales of the paper 
didn’t suffer. The Sun continued operation until 1950, when it merged 
with the New Y ork World-Telegram. The merger folded in 1967. A new 
New York Sun newspaper was founded in 2002, but it has no relation to 
the original. 
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The Messenger 

How Christians are making a difference in 
their communities 

  

S HARON IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE UGLY DUCKLING COMPANY. The charity’s 
mission is to explore how you stimulate life-changing and spiritual 

conversations. 
 Sharon said, “People often find it hard to get beyond small talk in everyday 
conversation but I think there is a real human need to connect on a deeper 
level. When we become Christians, we are motivated to share our faith. Building 
on real relationships and listening to people lets us truly understand those 
around us. As we share life with someone, opportunities naturally arise to 
stimulate relevant conversations about the Good News. 
 “I bring a group of women together in the local pub to play a game called 
Table Talk (a conversational game, devised by the UDC which gives people the 
space to explore and share their ideas). On the way home from the last Table 
Talk session, a woman said to me, “I love our Table Talk evenings. Even though 
our group appears to have nothing in common—different jobs, interests, never 
worked together or been to school together and don’t have children the same 
age… yet this is where I have the most deep and meaningful conversations. And 
it doesn’t matter what you believe—you can still say anything that’s on your 
mind.” I was grinning as I was driving home because that’s exactly why we 
created the game. Another woman said, “I’ve been desperate to talk about 
some of these things, but didn’t want to be the one to bring it up in 
conversation.” 
 “When I was growing up, my dad always used to remind me that it doesn’t 
matter which job you are in or where you find yourself, we can all do our best 
and we all inspire other people in some way.” Find out more at 
www.theuglyducklingcompany.com 
  

Heading up Gloucestershire Credit Union 
 We caught up with retired banker Geoff Shaw who is a lifelong Christian and 
Chairman of the Board at Gloucestershire Credit Union. 
 “I first got involved with Stroud Valleys Credit Union (SVCU) when my local 
MP put my name forward to help with internal audit. 
 “The big challenge came for me when I listened to Archbishop Justin railing 
against payday lenders, back in 2013. At that time, he charged credit unions to 
compete with the likes of Wonga. I wrote to Bishop Michael, asking in what way  
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Gloucester Diocese was willing to help. As it happened, Gloucestershire Credit 
Union (GCU), whilst having savers and borrowers, lacked board members and 
management. The Diocese responded with a six point plan for both credit 
unions, including a cash injection. The money allowed GCU to employ someone 
help it recover. Although still small, it has grown hugely over the last five years. 
We have just under 1,000 members, with total savings of £335,000 and loans 
totalling just short of £200,000. 
 “We are responsible lenders and help people from all walks of life, especially 
those who might otherwise be financially excluded – people like a single mum 
whose washing machine has broken down. We don’t lend into the debt spiral – 
only to people that we consider will both willing and able to repay. We are a non
-profit co-operative, owned by the members, whose savings we lend out, much 
like a building society. The ethical element of credit unions is very important to 
me and to our members. 
 “Until recently we were struggling to handle the volume of applications but 
we have received a grant from the Diocesan Life Development Fund, enabling us 
to employ an Executive Director and a Loans Officer. Gloucestershire County 
Council has also commissioned us to help develop services for young people 
leaving care to help them set up home. 
t “My work with the credit unions and other things that I do are a way putting 
something back into society. Whilst my role is largely strategic, I would hope that 
we have made a difference in the lives of at least some local people with our 
work and will increasingly continue to do so.” 
As well as his role with GCU, Geoff has been treasurer of his PCC for 20 years and 
still sits on the PCC. Find out more about becoming a CU member at 
www.gloscreditunion.org.uk 
 
Wine and Welding 
 Our Senior Digital Comms Officer Sam Cavender runs a ‘wine and welding’ 
session in his Bristol home. At surface level, the group of guys that comes along 
are putting together weirdly tall bikes and testing them out.  
 But the real point of what is going on is actually friendship. Younger men as a 
group often find it difficult to connect with other men, find it hard to share 
struggles that might be going on in their lives and as a group are at a higher risk 
of suicide. Although the suicide rate for this group is coming down, over three 
quarters of all suicides still fall within this demographic. 
 Sam’s Wine and Welding gives people a reason to connect, to laugh, and 
generally just take some time out from the pressures of adult life. Sam says, “It’s 
a tiny thing, but I think life is made out of these little connections. We don’t need 
an agenda in order to help set each other free.” 

http://www.gloscreditunion.org.uk
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Scroll Free September 
 This September we are getting behind the Royal Society for Public Health’s 
Scroll Free September campaign. It’s a chance to take a break from social media 
and find out what you could do with that extra time in your day. You could choose 
to delete all personal social media accounts from your phone for 30 days or if that 
seems too much, you could sign up to limit your use. 
 You can choose between five different programmes: 

 Social butterfly—take a break from social media at social events 
 Night owl—give up social media after 6pm 

 Cold turkey—give up all personal accounts for 30 days 

 Sleeping dog—give up social media in the bedroom 

 Busy bee—take a break from personal accounts at school or work 

  It could be that social media is not a problem for you, but we all know 
someone who might find their life happier and more fulfilling with a little less 
scrolling. Find out more and sign up at: 

www.rsph.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/scroll-free-september.html 
  

 

Events and training 
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events 

 
Three Choirs Festival, Friday 26 July to Saturday 3 August 
 The 292nd Three Choirs Festival is in Gloucester. Highlights include Verdi’s 
Requiem, The Damnation of Faust and Israel in Egypt. Visit www.3choirs.org to 
book your tickets. 
  

Charity concert with Sarah McQuaid 
Tuesday 6 August, 7.30pm to 10pm at Saints Philip and James Parish, Up 
Hatherley, Cheltenham 
 Tickets from Tony Mcfarlane 07971 141110, £8 in advance, £10 on the door. 
An evening concert with singer, song writer and guitarist Sarah McQuaid—a 
mixture of classic and original folk music. 
  

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
Monday 26 August, 7pm, Gloucester Cathedral 
 Brought to life by award-winning writer Laura Turner and performed by 
Chapterhouse Theatre Company. Adult £16, child £11, family £46. Tickets from 
www.seetickets.com 
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Free social media training 
Tuesday 10 September, 9.30am to 4pm at 4 College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 
Bring your laptop and log ins for your church’s social media accounts and find out 
from the national Church’s digital team about social media trends, writing for the 
web, dealing with online negativity and how to use Facebook and Instagram. 
Light lunch provided. Book your space online at www.gloucester.anglican.org/
event/free-social-media-training-gloucester/ 
  
Ride and Stride 
Saturday, 14 September 
 How many miles could you cover in one day? The Gloucestershire Historic 
Churches Trust has put out a challenge to see who can be sponsored to visit the 
most churches, on foot, bike, horseback, driving or public transport. Find out 
more from Glenn Duff at 
ride-and-stride@speracc.com 
  
Catalyst Youth Celebration 
Living out God’s adventure, Saturday 12 October, 7pm to 9pm, food and chill 
from 5pm at St Andrew’s, Churchdown 
 Connection, worship, prayer, inspiration. Speaker is Liz Bewley from OneLife 
with Bishop Rachel. More information from barrie@thedoor.org.uk 01453 
756745. 
  
Walk with me 
Friday 8 to Sunday 10 November, Yarnfield, Staffordshire 
 Enjoy fellowship and prayer with others exploring lay and ordained vocations. 
Learn what studying theology is about and hear from trainee ministers and others 
who have responded to God’s call. Visit churchofengland.org/ministry-events 

   
Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine kclamp 

@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view videos on YouTube 

Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 

 

The Messenger 
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Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 
Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10am Monday (first 
Monday in the month Holy Communion) 
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday  
Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, 
subject to clergy availability 
Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special 
services 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370. 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this: 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. 
 If you require a lift, please contact Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for 
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem ! 
Headline in local paper 

PENSIONERS WED 
Fifty years’ friendship ends at altar 

——————— 
 Methodist ministers sometimes decide to dress up as John Wesley. One 
such minister dressed himself suitably and rode through the streets of his 
town, stopping at the market place where he delivered a short homily 
seated on his horse. One young man was heard to say to his girlfriend, 
“Now I know what is meant by the Sermon on the Mount”. 

——————— 
 My daughter, aged eight, attended the Parish Communion. She 
watched the bread and wine being prepared with great interest. When the 
congregation left their seats to receive the sacrament she whispered: “Do 
you think it would be all right if I joined in with the commotion?” 

——————— 
 A woman was sending an old family bible through the post. As the 
parcel was being weighed at the post office she was asked, “does it contain 
any breakables?” 
“Well, no,” she replied, “nothing except the ten commandments.” 

  ‘More Christian Crackers’ - Monarch Books 
  

Deadline for the September Magazine by August 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Ruth Gibson (Exell) 01453- 
 454593, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net
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LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


