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 The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Wotton-under-Edge; The Parish Church of St. 
Martin of Tours, North Nibley; The Church of St. Nicholas of Myra, Ozleworth; The Parish 
Church of St. Kenelm, Alderley; The Perry and Dawes Almshouses Chapel; The Chapel of 
Ease at Tresham. (North Nibley also publishes its own journal ‘On the Edge’) 
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 Rev’d John Evans ( 01453-845 320) 
 Rev’d Canon Iain Marchant (01453-844 779) 

Parish Administrator: Kate Cropper, Parish Office Tuesday-Thursday 9.00-1.00, 
Friday 9-12 noon  (01453-842 175)   

 e-mail: wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 

Wotton: Jacqueline Excell, 94 Bearlands. (01453-845 178) 

 Douglas Hinton (07415 541359)  

 Assistant Churchwarden Lynda Durrant (01453 521873) 

North Nibley: Wynne Holcombe (01453-542 091}  
Alderley, including Kay Pettifer (01453-843 838) 
Tresham: Susan Whitfield (01666-890 338) 
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Hon. Treasurer  Mary Buckley, 1b Water Lane, Wotton, (07896 227575)  

Stewardship Treasurer: Alan Bell,110 Parklands (01453-521 388) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Graham Smith (01453-842 618)  

PCC Vice-chairman  Adrian Davis, 17 Pitman Place (01453-844 393) 

PCC Members: Joan Deveney, Sharon Dove, Sarah Guy, Geoff Hill,  

 Anne Parry, Kate Tutty, Hilary Varlow, Roger Wyse  

Deanery Synod representatives: Alan Bell, Adrian Davis, Irene Perks 

Safeguarding Officer      Kate Tutty (01453-844 371) 

 
CHURCH BOOKINGS: Parish Office, Tuesday-Thursday 9.00-1.00, Friday 9-12 

noon (01453-842 175) 

MAGAZINE:  Editor: Douglas Hobbs, Mistral, 10 Tabernacle Road,  
 Wotton-u-Edge (01453-842 300)  
 E-mail: douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 

 Copy deadline 14th of preceding month 

Clergy Days off:  
 Rev’d Morag - usual days off  Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
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The Ramblings of the Associate Priest 

B ACK IN MARCH, I went off for three days on my fully-laden touring 
bike to explore Salisbury Plain. The first day, on a clear, wide road, I 

was hit from behind by a car. As I came to, amid a scattering of wing mirror 
and bits of bumper, I became aware that the car had stopped and was, 
somewhat erratically, now reversing up maybe to have another go. As I 
staggered to my feet, a very old man got out, hugged me close with my 
head cradled in his hand and said, ‘Please forgive me, I didn’t see you”. He 
was crying. 

 When he asked me to forgive him, he was not saying, “If you call the 
police I might lose my licence”, neither was he saying, “If you forgive me I 
won’t have to pay for any damage to you or your bike.” No, he was saying 
quite simply, and it must be said, very contritely, “Please forgive me for 
what I have done to you”. 

 As it turned out, my bike was still rideable, my arm was damaged but 
still capable of steering and operating the brake, so I popped him back into 
the car, along with all the bigger bits of bodywork, and, since he was on his 
way home from church, gave him a quick blessing and sent him on his way. 

 The point of this story is that he was genuinely sorry for what he had 
done to me in an instant of not concentrating on his driving. He wasn’t 
worried about the consequences to himself that might arise from the 
incident. He just wanted me to forgive him. 

 That’s how it is with God. We mess up and He forgives – provided that, 
like the old man, we are genuinely sorry for the pain that we have caused 
God by turning from his love for us. 

 After I got back home, he came and found me to make sure that I was all 
right. It turned out that he was the British Cycle Road Race Champion of 
1957! 

Peter 

 

 
“True worship depends not on how loudly we 
sing or on the musical competence of the 
worship team. Rather, it depends on how 
clean our hearts are. As it has been said, 
‘Acceptable worship is inseparable from 
acceptable living’.” 

‘Every Day with Jesus’ 

Punch Line 
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Autumnfest 
is taking place on Saturday, 14th September from 

12 noon until 3pm. 

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE. 

There will be: St. Mary's Art Group exhibiting 
their work, tower tours, sale of garden produce, 
jams, preserves and chutney, children's crafts 
with the Messy Church team, activities on the 
drive to engage and entertain, a fruit tombola, a 
bottle tombola. 

Hot pork rolls to feast upon and, of course, tea and cake!! 

Donations of garden produce, jams etc, cakes, bottles would all 
be very welcome. 
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------------------ 

Readings for September 
1st  11th Sunday after Trinity 

  Ecclesiasticus 10: 12-18; Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16;  
  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 
8th 12th Sunday after Trinity 

  Deuteronomy 30: 15-end; Philemon: 1-21; Luke: 14: 25-33 
15th 13th Sunday after Trinity (Holy Cross (Transferred from  
  14th  September) 

  Exodus 32: 7-14; Timothy 1: 12-17; Luke 15: 1-10 
22nd: 14th Sunday after Trinity 

  Amos 8: 4-7; 1 Timothy 2: 1-7; Luke 16: 1-13 
29th 15th Sunday after Trinity 

  Revelation 12: 7-12; Hebrews 1:5-end; John 1; 47-end 
 

Wotton-under-Edge Branch of the RNLI  
 The Branch runs a small stall at local events selling Christmas cards, 
calendars, diaries and other RNLI-branded items. On 6th July the stall was at 
the North Nibley Music Festival and a lady at the festival left something on 
the stall with the stated intent of collecting it later. However, she did not 
return before the stall was cleared away.  
 If you are that lady, the Branch chairman is still holding what you left on 
the stall and if you contact the branch through its website (wuernli.btck.co.uk/
Contact%20us) to confirm what was left and how he may contact you, he will 
be glad to so do. 
 Alternatively, come to the stall at Cromhall Flower Show on Saturday,7th 
September. 

Join in with the Autumnfest Baking Challenge! 

Three categories: Carrot Cake, Fruit Cake, Apple Pie 

In addition for the under 16's: half-a-dozen home-made sweets.  

Try your hand at fudge, truffles, nougat, coconut ice, peppermint 
creams or any other recipe. We would love to see your sweet treats. 

If you have any questions please do get in touch. We look forward to 
seeing everyone. 

Sarah Guy and Sharon Dove 

http://wuernli.btck.co.uk/Contact%20us
http://wuernli.btck.co.uk/Contact%20us
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Harvest at St. Mary’s 

 

Sunday, October 6th 
 

 8.00am  Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Communion for Harvest 

12.30pm Bring and Share Lunch 

 6.00pm  Harvest Evensong 

 

All non-perishable gifts donated at the 10.15am service 

will be given to the Foodbank. Perishable goods will be 

sold after that service in aid of the Foodbank. 

Making contact with us at St. Mary’s 
 During the period of the interregnum when we are without a vicar, if 
anyone wishes to speak to someone to help with their enquiries, please 
make contact with Kate in the Parish office, who will deal with the 
request, or be pleased to arrange for the appropriate person to assist. 

 If you need to speak to someone as an emergency outside the 
parish office hours, please call a churchwarden for assistance – 

St. Mary’s: Jackie 01453 845178 or Douglas 07415 541359 
St. Martin’s: Wynne 01453 542091 
St. Kenelm’s: Kay 01453 843838 
Tresham: Susan 01666 890338  

  Parish office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.00am 
– 1.00pm. Friday 9.00am to 12 noon 
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Mothers’ Union Meetings and Events for 
September 

 

Wednesday 4th September 
Visit to Highfields Garden Centre 

Meet on St Mary’s drive at 2.15pm to share lifts. 
Tea at the restaurant 

 
Wednesday 18th September 9.30am 
Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s 
Third Wednesday prayers and readings are led by Mothers’ Union 
members. It is followed by coffee in the Church. We welcome 
everyone to join us, both at the service and for coffee afterwards by 
the servery. 
 
Wednesday 18th September 
Kat Gibson of Barnwood Trust speaks about being a Community 
Builder.  
Kat was a most inspiring and entertaining speaker when she came to 
talk earlier in the year. We are very glad to welcome her back for a 
second chapter. 

St. Mary’s Parish Room at 7.45pm 
followed by coffee and chat. 

 
Advance Notice of Coffee Morning and Sale 
Saturday 5th October in the Parish Room 10am -12 noon 

Everyone Welcome 
Some good bargains for Christmas presents available. 

 
Further information on all events from: 

Sue Plant (Branch Leader) Tel: 01453 845157 
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Onward into the New Year with completing 
the First Phase of Re-ordering 

  
 As life goes on in the vacancy at St. Mary’s, we are greatly enjoying the 
facility of the Servery for a number of occasions. The toilets have also been 
much admired for their design and usefulness in their discreet part of the 
church’s interior and the choir has now moved back into the newly- 
furbished vestry and cleared the area in the All Saints Chapel. 

 So what next in this continuing adventure? 

 Geoff Hill says that the architect has been asked to carry out the detailed 
design of the remaining work for which we have a Faculty. He will carry 
out this work in September after completing the work he already has in 
progress. Once we have the details designed, we will seek a contractor. 
Good quality contractors will have 2-3 months of work committed, taking 
us into December before work on site could commence. December is also 
the busiest month for the church so we aim to start on site in January.  
 This year we are pleased with what has been achieved, and working 
from New Year to Easter things have gone well. We therefore aim for 
completion of all Faculty approved work by Easter next year (2020). 

Items for completion:- 
Draft proofing to the West and South doors. 
Screen in the Tower to be installed to reduce drafts. 
Cupboards in the Berkeley chapel. 
Display panels in the Font area. 
Modifications to the wall between nave and the choir. 

 In the meantime we are still fund-raising. We will continue with local 
fund-raising but we now want to try harder at obtaining donations from 
funding organisations. We have already received a pledge of £10,000 from 
such an organisation. The applications to such funders tend to be substantial 
documents and, although we have a template for this, each application has 
to be tailored to the needs of each funder. We need more people who are 
good at putting pen to paper. If you would like to help with this please let us 
know. 

Two non- building items: 
 On the right side of the church, facing the altar, there are still pews. Five 
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of them have been sold and will be collected when more chairs (on order) 
have arrived. The remaining pew is still for sale and Kate Tutty on 844371 
can be contacted by interested parties. Sale of pews so far has raised over 
£5,000. 

 There will be a nave altar, after the modifications have been completed, 
which will require a frontal cloth. Proposals for design and possible sewing 
of this frontal, (which will not change throughout the year, as the High 
Altar’s does). Anyone who has interest in this project may submit designs 
to the Re-ordering Committee for consideration, or there may be a friend or 
relative not directly connected with St. Mary’s but has experience of this 
kind of Church needlework who could be contacted, through a 
congregational connection. 

 The congregation and re-ordering committee continue to thank all the 
folk who are playing their part, from project-managing: Geoff Hill and 
Anne Parry, and to all the ‘workers’ clearing and tidying and dusting and 
sorting out the details of such an extensive project. 

From The Re-ordering Committee 
 

Quiet Time 
Does true worship find us living on two levels, Lord? 

Eyes fixed upon Your wondrous face yet open wide to 
a world in need? 

Hands lifted high in constant praise, yet serving and 
giving You all the glory? 

Kneeling humbly in surrender and awe, while striding 
toward Your highest goal? 

Singing Your songs within our hearts, while speaking 
forth Your  truth and love? 

Is this what You meant, Lord, when You said we must 
worship in spirit and in truth? 

Does the truth of our outward actions reveal our 
inner spirit of worship? 
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John Coleridge Patteson was born into an upper-class English 
Christian family. His father was Mr. Justice Patteson, and 
John’s strong, straightforward character was no doubt due to 
the influence of his father, but his mother’s gentle love gave 
him another part of his character.  

 This lady was a descendant of the poet Samuel Coleridge Taylor, to 
whom many of his friends was known as ‘Coley’.  Two people who had a 
great influence on Coley were Bishop Selwyn, the newly-consecrated 
Bishop of New Zealand, and the Venerable Samuel Wilberforce, 
Archdeacon of Surrey. 

 After three years at Balliol College, and a short holiday on the 
Continent, John returned to Oxford to become a Fellow at Merton College, 
where he was involved in the movement for reforming the university. 

 Then came a dramatic change in his life – was it divine intervention? 

 The Coleridge family had given the church, parsonage and premises to 
the village of Alphington in Devon with the intention that Coley would one 
day be the incumbent. However, in 1853, Rev’d. Henry Gardiner, the then 
parson, became seriously ill, and Patteson went to help care for him and to 
assist with parish duties, the outcome of which was that he was ordained on 
September 14th that year and served in Alphington parish. 

 Bishop Selwyn revisited England and asked Patteson to help develop 
the Church in Melanesia which was being hindered because of the various 
dialects. It was the bishop’s plan to try to persuade some of the inhabitants 
to leave their island homes to undergo instruction to prepare them for 
Christian work on their return. He received a positive response from Coley, 
and on March 25th, 1855, he set sail from London, on the new mission 
schooner, the ‘Southern Cross’. On the journey he had to try to get to grips 
with the Maori language and also study the practice of navigation. 

 On arrival in Auckland, he found that in teaching the Maoris the truths 
of Scripture and Christian doctrine, he was drawn more closely towards 
them, so that he learnt many of the niceties of their dialect which would be 
of help in his preaching. 

John Coleridge Patteson 
The First Bishop of Melanesia 

 
September 20th 
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 The time came for the departure to cruise among the islands of 
Melanesia - May 1st, 1856. After a challenging, and often adventurous six 
years under the guidance of Bishop Selwyn, Patteson became the first 
Bishop of Melanesia, the occasion being marked by a meal of roast beef 
and plum pudding. 

 Many of the islands gave him a friendly reception, but others were 
hostile and had the reputation of cannibalism. On 20th September, 1871, 
Coley was visiting the area of the Island of Nukapu when he received news 
of trouble on the island. Apparently, just previously a group of white men 
had landed on the island and pretended to be friendly, even quoting Bishop 
Patteson’s name. These men were ‘black-birding’, collecting slaves for the 
plantations of Fiji and Queensland. They had taken five young men, and so 
tempers were very inflamed. 

 Coley decided to try to comfort the islanders and in order to try to 
convince them that he came in peace, he got into one of their canoes to land 
on the island. Those on board the boat waited anxiously for his return, but a 
shower of arrows and cries of vengeance made them hurry back to the ship. 
Later, two canoes rowed out to meet them. One of them was left, while the 
other returned to land. Inspection revealed it contained the body of Bishop 
Patteson. It was wrapped carefully in a native mat, and upon the breast was 
placed a spray of native palm with five mysterious knots tied in leaves; and 
when they unwrapped them, beneath the spray of palm were five wounds. 
The explanation of this was that the Bishop had been killed in expiation of 
the outrage on five natives who had been kidnapped by white men. The 
uncle of the five kidnapped youths had vowed to kill the first white man to 
set foot on the island: Bishop Patteson was that man. 

 News of the bishop's death took some time to reach England, and it was 
not until near the Feast of St. Andrew on 30th November when the full 
facts were known, so the SPG and CMS jointly asked the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to appoint an annual day of prayer for the mission work of the 
Church throughout the world, and St. Andrew's Tide was suggested as a 
most appropriate time. He is remembered in the Church calendar on 
September 20th. 

Doug 
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Choir Notes 
 Choir practices are every Friday and are organised in a relaxed and 
hopefully enjoyable manner so if you feel you would like to join, or know 
of others that would enjoy being involved, then please contact me either in 
church or on 07789777008. If you are unsure whether joining is for you, 
just try it free of any obligation to commit. Remember, age is no barrier 
(young or more mature) and there is no audition. So come and enjoy both 
the singing and social aspect of the choir. Remember, singing is a very 
healthy activity. The school members start at 6.15pm until 7.30pm and the 
adults at 6.45-8.00pm. The young people are taught singing technique as 
well as music theory. 

 I have noticed that congregation numbers at Evensong services seem to 
have reduced and it would be very sad to lose this service at St. Mary’s. At 
every Evensong the hymns, psalm and canticles are sung with also a choir 
anthem so, if you feel able, please come and join in this wonderful service 
of worship. The Choral Evensong on the third Evensong of the month is as 
is sung in our cathedrals and is of a very high standard with singers coming 
from a wide area to join us in our efforts. 

 One notice for the future is that on Saturday October 26th there will be a 
Come and Sing Messiah with all proceeds going to church funds. The 
afternoon rehearsal will start at 2.30pm with the performance at 7.00pm. 
We will be supported by a small orchestra. For the singers there will be a 
£10 charge and for the audience a retiring bowl. There will be scores 
available to borrow. Please support this event in either capacity and do 
inform others, either singers or audience. It would be good to have at least 
100 singers in the choir and a full audience. 

 If you wish to speak to me regarding any aspect of the church music 
please see me on any Sunday or ring me on 07789777008. 

Eddie Garrard 
 
 

Art Group 
 We shall be meeting again on Friday, 6th September. This group is 
especially for watercolour beginners and improvers. We started about three 
years ago to raise money for the reordering and we will be exhibiting some 
our work at the Autumnfest in St. Mary's on Saturday September 14th. 

 Anne Slann 
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Children and Families 
 

For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 

Little Church: usually meet in the Church at 9.30am then in the Parish 
Room at 10.00am 

 
2nd: Meet in Parish Room at 10.00am 
9th: Daniel and the Lions 
16th: Bournstream Visit - meet there at 10.00am 

23rd: TBA 
30th: TBA 
For more details, contact kirstybeasley@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Messy Church: Saturday 14th ‘Messy Church at AutumnFest’ 
For more details, contact Morag 01453 845147 
 
Family Service: Sunday 15th September and Sunday 29th September 
 
For more details, contact the parish office 01453 842175 
 
Family Time: 
Talk: What sort of people get left out of things? 

Do: Offer to buy something to eat for a homeless person on the street (only 

with adult help) or take some old clothes to a charity shop. 

 
Pray 

Father God, thank you that you welcome us all. Help us 
to be welcoming to others – especially people who get 
left out of things. Show us how to love others more. 
Amen. 

------------------------------ 
 

Thunderous Sermons 
 While St. Lynas was preaching a sermon in Kansas one evening there 
was a tornado warning. Lightning flashed, thunderous rain came down, all 
the lights in the church went out, and the microphone died. After 30 seconds 
everything came back on. Though this happened three times in the sermon, 
St. Lynas doggedly carried on throughout. 
 As the congregation left, one man said to him at the door, “That was 
great, what are you going to do tomorrow night?” 

The Gospel according to St. Lynas 
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Wilson  Carlile  was  born  in  1847  in  Brixton,   South  London.  
Both  his  father  and grandfather  had  businesses  in  the  City  
of  London  and,  at  the  age  of  15,  Wilson  left school  to  join  
his  grandfather's  firm,  where  he  spent  the  next  16  years  of  
his  life.  

 He  became  head  of  the  firm  at  the  age  of  21  and  married  in  
1870.   In  1873,  however, there  was  a  financial  crisis  in  the  banking  
world  which  affected  the  business  and left  him heart-broken  and  close  
to  financial  ruin.  He  became  physically  and  mentally ill  and  was  only  
saved  from  it  by  reading  a  Christian  book  given  to him  by  an  aunt. 
The  result  of  his  reading  was  a  personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  a  
resolve  to  enter on  a  new  way  of  life. 

 Although  Wilson's  father  took  him  into  his  business,  his  heart  was  
not  in  it;  he knew  that  he  was  really  meant  to  be the servant of others. 
He brgan by taking a Bible Class for ’rough’ boys then, with the help of his 
wife, he took a house and converted it into a Rescue Home for girls. This 
was done in membership of a group called The Brethren, but he found his 
place in the life of the Church of England, and he and his wife were 
confirmed.  

 He continued  to work among ‘rough’ young people, took part in the 
Moody-Sankey Mission of 1875 and eventually came to realize that he 
should be a priest. He was ordained in 1880 and began his ministry in 
Kensington. He soon took it to outside the walls of the church and held 
meetings in halls and in the open air. These  attracted large  numbers  of  
people  who  were  not always  friendly,  and  Carlile  and  his  colleagues 
were  often  physically  assaulted  and  bombarded  with  rotten  fruit  and  
vegetables.   Eventually  the  meetings  had  to  be  discontinued  and  
Carlile  set  out,  with  the  backing  of some  friends,   to  organize  a  group  
of  "ordinary"  men  who  would  work  with  him  in spreading  the  
Gospel.   The  Church  Army  was  founded  in  1882  with  Carlile  as  its 
Honorary  Leader  and  Chief  Secretary  -  a  position  which  he  held  until  
his  death  60 years  later  and  for  which  he  never  accepted  payment. 
 Unlike  the  Salvation  Army,  which  became  an  independent  
movement,   the  Church Army  was  firmly  established  within  the  life  of  
the  Church  of  England  and  no  work was  ever  undertaken  anywhere  
without  the  approval  of  the  local  Rector  or  Vicar. Groups  of  men  

     Wilson Carlile 
      Founder of the Church Army 

September 26th 
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were  organized  to  work  as  evangelists  in  many  parishes  and  there  
were also  teams  who  travelled  from  one  place  to  another  with  vans  in  
which  they  also slept,   staying  in  each  place  for  a  week  or  so.   The  
work  spread  and  was  so  much appreciated  that,  after  three  years,  
there  were  45  evangelists  supported  by  the  prayers and  gifts  of  nearly  
5,000  members. 
 Carlile  saw  that something  more  than  preaching  was  needed  to  
offer  fullness  of life  to  those  in  need, so, in  1889,  he  set  up  a  Labour  
Home  where  ex-prisoners  and unemployed  men could  live  for  a  while  
in  exchange  for  work  while  they  restored  themselves.   Other  homes  
followed  elsewhere  in  the  country  from  which  men  were  placed  in 
jobs,   restored  to  family  life  or  helped  to  settle  abroad  in  the  
colonies. 
 Social  work  of  that  nature  spread  and,  in  the  course  of  the  years,  
the  Church Army  founded  Rescue  Homes  for  women,   lodging  houses  
for  the  homeless  and  work-places for  unemployed  men.   Evangelists  
joined  Chaplains  in  prisons,   prisoners'   families were  helped  and  cared  
for  and  there  were  "half-way"  houses  for  ex-prisoners.   In  both World  
Wars,  Church  Army  Captains  provided  recreational  facilities  for  the  
troops  - which  also  included  opportunities  for  spiritual  help.   In  World  
War  I, C.A. Sisters  did  great  work  in  escorting  soldiers' wives  to  visit  
their husbands who  could  not  be  brought  to  England. 
  In  1915,  Carlile  was  made  a  Prebendary  of  St.   Paul's  Cathedral,  
and  still  the work  spread.   Seaside  Missions  were  arranged   (and  still  
continue)  to  take  the  Gospel to  holiday-makers  and,  in  the  1920s,  
C.A. officers  started  work,  which  also continues, in  U.S.A., Canada,  
Australia  and  parts  of  Africa.   In  1925,  Carlile  was  awarded the 
degree  of  Honorary  D.D.  by  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and Toronto  
and  was  appointed Companion  of  Honour  by  King  George  V. 
 The  work  of  over-seeing  the  Church  Army's  activities,  besides 
raising the  money  to  fund  them,  took  a  great  toll  of  Carlile's  strength  
and,  in  his  late 80's,  he  had  a  serious  illness  as  a  result  of  which  he  
had  to  restrict  his activities.  He  became  Rector  of  St.  Mary-at-Hill  in  
the  City  of  London  in  1892 and  directed  the  work  of  the  Church  
Army  from  there   (as  well  as  running  his  parish and  three  others  that  
were  added  to  it)  until   1925.  He  resigned  in  1926  and  died  on 
September 26th, 1942— a great  Apostle,   Evangelist  and  Christian  
example—whose work, though using modern methods, still  goes on. 

    T.N. 
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Diary for September 
for the Tyndale Benefice serving St. Mary’s, Wotton, 

St. Martin’s, North Nibley, St. Kenelm’s, Alderley 
and the Chapel of Ease at Tresham 

1st   Sunday - 11th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
 10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
 6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
2nd Monday  
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 10.00am Little Church - Meet in Parish Room 
 10.00am Holy Communion at Perry and Dawes 
 2 - 4pm Games Group in the Parish Room 
 7.30pm LMT in Parish Room 
3rd Tuesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 7.30pm Alderley with Tresham PCC meeting 
4th Wednesday 
 9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
 2.15pm Mothers’ Union visit to Highfields Garden Centre 
 TBC St. Martin’s PCC meeting at Blanchworth House 
 8.00pm Planning meeting for St. Mary’s Little Church in Parish 

Room 
5th  Thursday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
6th  Friday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  1.30pm Art Group in the Parish Room 
7th  Saturday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  12.30pm Wedding of Connor Sidley-Adams and Ria Chambers at  
  St. Mary’s  
 
8th Sunday -12th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 
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  9.30am Family Service  
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St. Mary’s with Archdeacon Hilary 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
9th  Monday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s — Meet in Church ‘Daniel and  
  the Lions’ 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2 — 4pm Games Group in the Parish Room 
10th Tuesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
11th Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  7.30pm St. Mary’s PCC meeting in the Parish Room 
12th Thursday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
13th Friday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
14th Saturday -— Holy Cross Day 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  12- 3pm Autumnfest at St. Mary’s — A feast, a festival, a   
  celebration of life at St. Mary’s: Crafts and produce plus   
  activities 
 
15th Sunday - 13th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Family Service at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Family Communion for Harvest at St. Kenelm’s 
  2.30pm Baptism of Ivy Jean Stratford at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Choral Evensong at St. Mary’s 
16th Monday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  10.00am Little Church Visit to Bournstream — meet there 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2 - 4pm Games Group in the Parish Room. 
17th Tuesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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18th Wednesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion (Mothers’ Union Corporate     
  Communion) at St. Mary’s 
  7.45pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room — Barnwood  
  Trust 
19th Thursday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
20th Friday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  1.30pm Art Group in the Parish Room 
21st Saturday-St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.00pm Baptism of Benjamin Moakes at St. Martin’s 
 
22nd Sunday- 14th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’ s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s 
  2.00pm Baptism of Isabelle Davies at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
23rd Monday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under- 
  fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to the Parish  
  Room 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  1.30pm Blue Coat School ‘Welcome Service’ at St. Mary’s 
  2-4pm Games in the Parish Room 
24th Tuesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  2.30pm Co-Workers of Mother Teresa meeting in the Parish Room 
25th Wednesday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
26th Thursday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
27th Friday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
28th Saturday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
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29th Sunday -15th after Trinity — St. Michael and All Angels 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 
  9.30am Matins at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Family Communion at St. Mary’s 
  2.00pm Baptism of Harry Roberts at St. Mary’s 
  6.00pm Service of Healing and Wholeness at St. Mary’s 
30th Monday 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Little Church at St. Mary’s - activities and crafts for under- 
  fives and carers starting in the church, then moving to the Parish  
  Room 
  10.00am Morning Prayer at Perry and Dawes 
  2-4pm St. Mary’s Together Games in the Parish Room 
 
 

Early Dates for October 
1st  Tuesday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
2nd Wednesday - St. Francis 
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  2.15pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Parish Room — “Living  
  Alone” 
3rd Thursday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
4th  Friday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  1.30pm Art Group in the Parish Room 
5th  Saturday  
  9.00am Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s 
  9 - 12.30pm Mothers’ Union Pop-up Coffee morning in the Parish  
  Room 
 
6th Sunday - 16th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.00am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s 
  9.30am Parish Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
  10.15am Harvest Family Communion at St. Mary’s 
  11.00am Harvest Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel 
  6.00pm Evensong at St. Mary’s 
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Word Search 
Openings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning  Birth  Cradle  Creation  Dawn Debut 
Entrance  Entry  Genesis  Germ  Intro  Launch 
Onset  Origin  Outset  Overture  Preamble 
Preface  Premiere Prologue  Start  Womb 
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Hymn for the Month 
"Lift High the Cross"  (No. 437 in Anglican Hymns Old and New) 

(September 14th is Holy Cross Day) 
 When we enter a church, the first thing that catches our eye may 
be the Cross. It may be at the far end of the church from where we 
are, but it can dominate the whole building - standing on or above the 
altar, flanked by candles to emphasize its importance; it confronts us 
with a message: the Gospel, the Good News about God. 

 Sometimes, another version of it leads a procession, reminding us 
that we are followers of him who won a great victory on the Cross - a 
victory over evil, sin and death. 

 “Come, Christians, follow where our Saviour trod, 

 O’er death victorious, Christ the Son of God. 

 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

 The hosts of God in joyful praise combine.” 

 Our following the Cross is no  mere memory: we belong to the 
company of the Cross, It was signed on our forehead at our Baptism, 
we are committed to him who died on the Cross, committed to 
following his way of obedience to God and the service of God's people 
- the way of Sacrificial Love. 

 “Each new disciple of the Crucified 

 Is called to bear the seal of him who died.” 

 It is because of the Cross that we are here in church at all. Our 
Lord went to the Cross because it was his Father's will: "Not my will 
but thine be done" he said, and by that supreme act of obedience he 
expiated our sins and made it possible for us to live with God for ever 
as his children. 

 “Saved by the Cross whereon their Lord was slain, 

 Now Adam’s children their lost home regain.” 

 It may seem unusual to be thinking about the death of Jesus in the 
middle of September - surely that's for Lent and Holy Week? The 
Cross and all it means is for ever. What Jesus did on the Cross 
benefits us, blesses us, every day. It is good to be reminded of it in a 
big way (it is a Red-Letter Day in the Calendar) half-way through the 
Christian Year, and to remember the Love of Christ, the Sacrifice of 
Christ and the Victory of Christ, when we follow the Cross which is 
inscribed not only on our heads but also in our hearts. 

"Lift high the Cross, the love of Christ proclaim.” 
T. N. 



 

20 

 

Jerome was born of well-to-do Christian parents at Stridon, 
Dalmatia, probably near the modern Ljubljana, Slovenia, in 
about the year 347.  His education, begun at home, was 
continued in Rome when he was about twelve. There he studied 
grammar, rhetoric, and philosophy. He was a serious scholar, 
with a love of Latin literature, and near the end of his Roman 
education he was baptised (c. 366), probably by Pope Liberius.  

 The next 20 years were spent in travel. He became attracted to 
monasticism and, for a while, he associated with an ascetic group of writers 
and scholars. When the group disbanded (c. 373), Jerome decided to go on 
a trip through the East. On reaching Antioch in 374, fatigued by travel and 
by inner-conflict, he rested as guest of the priest Evagrius of Antioch and 
there may have composed his earliest known work, De septies percussa 
("Concerning Seven Beatings"). There also, in mid-Lent 375, during a near-
fatal illness, he had a celebrated dream. In that dream, in which he was 
dragged before a tribunal of the Lord, he was accused of being a 
Ciceronian—a follower of the 1st-century-BC Roman philosopher—rather 
than a Christian, and he was severely lashed; he vowed never again to read 
or possess pagan literature. 

 In 375 Jerome began a two-year search for inner peace as a hermit in the 
desert of Chalcis. The experience was not altogether successful. A novice in 
spiritual life (he had no expert guide, speaking only Latin), he was 
confronted with Syriac and Greek; lonely, he begged for letters; a gourmet 
with a weak stomach, he found desert food a penance; desperate for peace, 
he was racked by passion. Yet, he claimed that he was genuinely happy. His 
response to temptation was incessant prayer and fasting; he learned Hebrew 
from a Jewish convert, studied Greek, had manuscripts copied for his 
library and his friends, and carried on a great deal of correspondence. 

 Then Jerome was suspected of being a heretic, and he left the desert and 
headed for Antioch. By now, in 378, he was recognised as a scholar and 
that, and his belief in monasticism, made Bishop Paulinus decide to ordain 
him. Jerome accepted on two conditions: his monastic aspirations would not 
be prejudiced, and priestly functions would not be forced on him.  He 
attended lectures by  Apollinaris of Laodicea and visited the Nazarenes 
(Jewish Christians) of Beroea to examine their copy of a Hebrew gospel 
purporting to be the original Gospel of Matthew. 
 Jerome spent almost three years (379-382) continuing his pursuit of 
scriptural studies. He improved his knowledge of Greek and developed an 

     Saint Jerome September 30th 



 

21 

admiration for Origen's interpretations and translated 14 of his sermons on 
Old Testament books into Latin. Here, too, he translated the church 
historian Eusebius' Chronicon (Chronicles) and continued it to the year 378. 

 But the most decisive influence on Jerome's later life was his return to 
Rome (382-385) as secretary to Pope Damasus. There he pursued his 
scholarly work on the Bible and propagated the ascetic life. On Damasus' 
urging he interpreted some short tracts and translated two sermons of 
Origen on the Song of Solomon. More importantly, he revised the Old Latin 
version of the Gospels on the basis of the best Greek manuscripts 
obtainable, and made his first, somewhat unsuccessful, revision of the Old 
Latin Psalter based on a few Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old 
Testament) manuscripts.  

 He held classes for a monastic-minded circle of noble Roman widows 
and virgins. He taught them the Hebrew text of the Psalms, orally and in 
letters, he answered their biblical problems, and he was their master in 
spirituality as well.  

 But he was soon to be in trouble again. His preaching in support of the 
monastic life and his relationship with the ascetic coterie, his outspokenness 
against Roman clergy, lax monks, and hypocritical virgins, and his 
correction of the gospel text, provoked such a storm of criticism and 
calumny, especially after Damasus' death, in December 384, that in August 
385 he left Rome in bitter indignation and made his way to the Holy Land. 

 In company with virgins led by Paula, Jerome made a religious and 
archaeological pilgrimage through all of Palestine and to the monastic 
centres of Egypt. 

 The summer of 386 found him settled in Bethlehem. There, by 389, 
Paula finished a monastery for men under Jerome's direction, three cloisters 
for women (forming one convent) under her own supervision, and a hostel 
for pilgrims. Here Jerome lived, except for brief journeys, until his death. 

 Jerome is remembered in the Church calendar on September 30th. 

Doug 

------------------------ 
Hmm! 

The Vicar announced: 
 “Now that Sister Christine has successfully completed her examinations, 
we want to congratulate her. Will you please remember to pray for all the 
patients on Ward 3D where she will be working?” 

R.D. 
Monarch Books 
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Conservation 
It’s strange that there can sometimes be a water 
shortage when it’s pouring down with rain. 
Nevertheless, that was the case when I first wrote 
this reflection: people in the South East of  
England were being told that our water was 

running out, literally running out, from broken pipes of an aging infrastructure, and 
from taps that were being left running in homes unnecessarily! The call was to 
preserve scarce resources. What’s more, we were asked not to waste gas and 
electricity — by turning off the TV, rather than leaving it on standby, for example. 
 
MAYBE TODAY you could take conservation seriously. I believe Christians should 
be God’s caretakers: we are entrusted as ‘stewards of His creation’. If that’s the 
case, our Creator cares about how we look after His world, and each other. So, 
being a conserver of natural resources is not an option, but a holy obligation. 
 The trouble is, looking at the low level of huge reservoirs I’m tempted to believe 
that my efforts won’t make a difference. Yet, I’m reminded of a quote from Mother 
Teresa: we may think our efforts are a drop in the ocean, but ‘the ocean is made up 
of a lot of little drops’. 
 
PRAYER 
Creator God, help me to be a loving caretaker of the world’s resources, rather than 
being carefree and selfish. May this be part of the worship I offer You. Amen. 
 
BIBLE READING  
How Many Are Your Works, O Lord (Psalm 104) 
The Supremacy of Christ (Colossians 1:15—23) 
 
FURTHER REFLECTION  
Deep peace of the running wave to you- 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you- 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you-  
Deep peace of the shining stars to you- 
Deep peace of the Prince of peace to you. 
May the road rise to meet you  
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face. 
May the rains fall softly upon your fields. 
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Until we meet again-  
May God hold you in the hollow of His hand. 

An Old Gaelic Blessing  
 

SMILE 
“Let me get this straight,” said the student who was being taught ‘The 
Big Bang’ theory of how the universe came into existence, ‘first there 
was nothing at all and then it exploded.’ 

Anon 
 
 

The Messenger, September 2019 
 

A church for everyone? 

T HIS MONTH we are looking at how welcoming our local churches are 
and what you could expect if you’re going. The Rev’d Canon Dr. Tom 

Clammer often ministers in churches in this area and uses a wheelchair. 
He shares more about how three different churches have shown welcome 
and taken useful steps that help him to access worship. 

  
 “Beautiful, ancient, historic buildings can be difficult to access. One way 
that churches have made a big difference to me is listing accessibility 
arrangements on their website or on A Church Near You. It’s always best to 
be honest about whether a building can be made accessible and to make 
the information as easily found as possible. Gloucester Cathedral has 
disabled spaces, wheelchairs available to borrow, lifts and hearing loop 
facilities. It explains which areas are accessible and inaccessible clearly on 
the website. This really makes a difference when you are planning your 
visit, but naturally not all churches are this well-resourced. 
  
 “St Stephen’s in Cinderford advertises on the website that there is 
disabled access and that the toilets include disabled facilities. I know that 
many other churches provide these facilities, but when you are going 
somewhere new, it’s really helpful to know in advance what is available. 
  
 “St Luke’s in Tutshill, where I regularly preach, has recently 
completed a reordering. They ensure that there is a suitable space for me 
to sit with my wife for worship, as well as arrangements for taking holy 
communion which is vital to my feeling of welcome and belonging in a 
church. 
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 “A growing number of churches across the area are thinking about 
access for those with different challenges to accessing church. If you’re 
keen to visit church but are not sure about accessibility, do give your local 
vicar a call (details on achurchnearyou.com) to find out what’s available.” 
  
Dementia Songs of Praise:  
Remembering the past, engaging in the present 

 The Rev’d Canon Nikki Arthy and her pastoral team in Gloucester City and 
Hempsted became increasingly aware of a number of people in their worshipping 
communities living with dementia. They wanted better to understand and support 
those who have dementia and the people who care for them. 
 Nikki said. “We wanted to understand dementia better and how we could 
welcome those living with dementia into our church building and so we arranged 
training to become more informed. One of the things to come out of that training 
was an idea to start a monthly Songs of Praise for those with dementia and their 
carers. 
 “We sing lots of old hymns that people love and trigger memories. We have 
had some lovely feedback, with one carer telling us that it’s the only thing the 
gentleman she looks after will get out of bed for. Memories may fade, we may 
become muddled, but we are always held in the memory of God who loves each 
and every one of us. Our responsibility as a church is to reach out and support 
those living with dementia and their carers, as well as going out into our 
communities and supporting those living with dementia as well.” 
 The Barnwood Trust is a local charity that focusses on inclusion of people 
living with all sorts of disability.  The Barnwood Trust run an excellent programme 
of free training, which is open to everyone, that help us think through how to 
ensure that everyone is included in our church and  
community events: www.yourewelcome.to/workshops 

Fingerspelling session 
 Gloucestershire Deaf Church organised a fingerspelling session to help people 
learn a new skill. It was planned as part of the FestivALL, a month of inclusive 
activities across Gloucestershire, encouraging people to meet, share and learn 
from each other. People who went along learned the deaf manual alphabet which 
can be used for basic communication. For more information contact Stephen 
Morris on spadework22@gmail.com 

More than welcome: disability training 
Saturday 12 October, 9.30am to 4.30pm 
St. Bartholomew, Coaley GL11 5EB 
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 If you are part of a worshipping community and would like to find out more 
about supporting the full participation of disabled people at your church, you 
might be interested in the More than Welcome: disability training. It’s on Saturday 
12 October, 9.30am to 4.30pm, at St Bartholomew, Coaley GL11 5EB. Despite one 
in six people in the UK experiencing disability, all too often churches don’t know 
how to respond. And those who do, can find themselves stuck in old, unhelpful 
ways of doing things. 

“When you talk to disabled people, you’ll hear that nine times out of ten, it’s 
attitude, not architecture that says you are welcome.” 

(Extract from the ‘More than Welcome’ training brochure 
gloucester.anglican.org/more-than-welcome-disability-training-gloucestershire) 
 

Taking care of your mental health with Scroll Free September 
This September we are getting behind the Royal Society for Public Health’s Scroll 
Free September campaign. It’s a chance to take a break from social media and find 
out what you could do with that extra time in your day. 

Social butterfly—take a break from social media at social events 
Night owl—give up social media after 6pm 
Cold turkey—give up all personal accounts for 30 days 
Sleeping dog—give up social media in the bedroom 
Busy bee—take a break from personal accounts at school or work. 

Social media can take its toll on our self-esteem and lead us to focus on looking a 
certain way. #liedentity helps us to recognise that who we are is much more than 
how we look. Taking a break from social media might be just what you need to 
help put life back into perspective. 
www.rsph.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/scroll-free-september.html 
  
 

Events and training 
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events 

Free social media training 
Tuesday 10 September, 9.30am to 4pm at 4 College Green, Gloucester GL1 2LR 
Bring your laptop and log ins for your church’s social media accounts and find out 
from the national Church’s digital team about social media trends, writing for the 
web, dealing with online negativity and how to use Facebook and Instagram. Light 
lunch provided. Book your space online at www.gloucester.anglican.org/event/
free-social-media-training-gloucester/ 
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Ride and Stride 
Saturday, 14 September 
How many miles could you cover in one day? The Gloucestershire Historic 
Churches Trust has put out a challenge to see who can be sponsored to visit the 
most churches, on foot, bike, horseback, driving or public transport. Find out more 
from Glenn at ride-and-stride@speracc.com 
  
Gloucestershire deaf community church 
Third Sunday of each month (excluding August). Next one is Sunday 15 
September, 3.15pm 
St. Christopher's, Lincoln Ave, Warden Hill, Cheltenham. GL51 3DD 
For more information contact the Revd Stephen Morris at 
spadework22@gmail.com 
    
Catalyst Youth Celebration - Please do share this invitation with 11-18-year olds 
that you know 
Living out God’s adventure Saturday 12 October, 7pm to 9pm, food and chill 
from 5pm at St Andrew’s, Churchdown 
Connection, worship, prayer, inspiration Speaker is Liz Bewley from OneLife with 
Bishop Rachel. More information from barrie@thedoor.org.uk 01453 756745. 
  
Life party 
Saturday 9 November, 2pm to 5pm, All Saints’ Academy, Blaisdon Way, 
Cheltenham GL51 0WH 
It’s a huge celebration of all that we have achieved three years into our LIFE vision. 
Food, drink, dancing, singing, storytelling, sports, games, face painting and much 
more. For all in our worshipping communities (churches, chaplaincies, fresh 
expressions, families and schools). 
  
Walk with me 
Friday 8 to Sunday 10 November, Yarnfield, Staffordshire 
Enjoy fellowship and prayer with others exploring lay and ordained vocations. 
Learn what studying theology is about and hear from trainee ministers and others 
who have responded to God’s call. Visit churchofengland.org/ministry-events 

 Have your say 

Visit Facebook Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, 
follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, 

view videos on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester 
or visit our website gloucester.anglican.org 
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Regular Week-day Services in the Benefice 
 

Morning Prayer at St. Mary’s: 9 am Monday – Saturday 
Morning Service at Perry and Dawes: 10am Monday (first 
Monday in the month Holy Communion) 
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s: 9.30 am Wednesday  
Evening Prayer at St. Mary’s: 5pm Monday – Saturday, 
subject to clergy availability 
Evening Prayer at St. Kenelm’s, Alderley: 5pm on Tuesday 

Please check with the Diary for Sunday and special 
services 

Pastoral Care 
 There is a team at St. Mary’s who visit those who are sick, lonely or 
bereaved. The role of co-ordinator is currently vacant, but we try to meet 
your needs as follows: 

 If you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit at home or in 
hospital or for information about general pastoral matters, please contact 
the Parish Office on 01453 842 175 during opening hours, Tuesday—
Thursday 9.0am –1.0pm and Friday 9.00 to 12 noon. 

 For bereavement visiting, please contact Joan Deveney on 01453 844 
370. 

 We will do our best to help with lifts to hospital or clinic, but, 
unfortunately, a charge will have to be made for this. Please contact 
Anne Parry on 01453 843 144 or Pat Forster on 01453 842 557. 

Gloucester or Cheltenham £13; Stroud or Dursley £7; 

Wotton £3 

 Lifts to a church service can also be provided. Please contact Anne 
Parry or Pat Forster.  
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House Groups 
Please contact the group leader if you are interested in joining a 

particular group. 

MONDAYS The Monday Group. Please r ing Jean Fryer  (842625) for  
information. 
Kate Tutty (844371) and Shirley Wyse (844222) 68 Shepherds Leaze, just 
after 9 am every other Monday during school term-time.  

THURSDAYS 
John Forster (842557), The Old House, Under-the-Hill, Adey’s Lane, 7.30 
pm monthly,  3rd  Thursday.  

Roger and Shirley Wyse (844222), 112 Bearlands, weekly, 7.30 pm. 

 

Ahem ! 
From Choristers 

 One Sunday, the vicar of St John’s - a keen abstainer -preached that all 
beer and spirits should be thrown into the river. The choir than sang lustily: 

‘SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER’ 

-------------------------- 

 A former chorister was asked why she had given up singing in the 
church choir. “I was absent one Sunday,” she replied, “and somebody asked 
if the organ had been mended.” 

-------------------------- 

 The choir was practising the anthem and the choirmaster said to the 
trebles, “Now don’t forget, when the tenors reach ‘The Gates of Hell’ you 
come in.” 

-------------------------- 

 “Come, Come, this will never do, said the choirmaster,” open your 
mouths and sing boldly . . . ‘LITTLE DROPS OF WATER’ . . . and for 
goodness sake . . . put some spirit into it!” 

Monarch Books 

 

Deadline for the October Magazine by September 14th, noon, please. 

My e-mail address is douglas.hobbs@homecall.co.uk 
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Regular Groups and Events at St. Mary’s         
 

The Ark Coffee Shop, 43 Long Street, Children ’s play area, Traidcraft 
(01453-521 838)    

Bible Study and Housegroups: full listing in magazine 

Flower Guild: Contact the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am-1.00, 
Friday 9.am-12.00)  

Mothers’ Union - Group Leader: Sue Plant (01453-845157)  

Music: Organist: Eddie Garrard (01453-454 849) 
    Assistant Director of Music: Hilary Varlow   (07795 515 219) 

Bellringers: Tuesday 7.30pm, Adrian Davis (01453-844393)  Handbell 
ringing Thursday 7.30pm  

Pastoral Care: Enquiries through the Parish Office (Tuesday-Thursday 9am 
–1.00, Friday 9am-12.00)  

Communication: Vacant 

For Young People: Little Church. Mondays 9.30 – 11.30am (term-time. 
Holiday start time 10am in Parish Room). For pre-schoolers and their 
carers. Story in church followed by arts and crafts and a healthy snack 
in the Parish Room. Contact Kirsty Beasley (07811 187899). 

Messy Church - usually 2nd Saturday of the month, 9.30 - 11.00am 

 Breakfast, activities and worship for all ages. (Please look out for    
notices) 

For Young People for Wotton Churches: Monday Youth Group 8-10pm 
(ages 14-18) at the Baptist Church Hall - Rev'd Tom Wharin (07795 
681861) 

Family Service on Third Sunday in the month. A service for all ages. 

 

 Other Churches in Wotton-under-Edge 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, Old Town (Roman Catholic) Fr. George Malecki, 
 served from Thornbury. Office: Tel. 01454-412223 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  in  the  Rope  Walk. Rev’d Tom Wharin. 
 (01453-844726). Secretary: David King, e-mail address: 
 djs.king@virgin.net. 

THE  UNITED  CHURCH,  in  Bradley  Street,  Rev’d Phil Summers 01453-
 542565 
OLIVER MEMORIAL CHAPEL, in Synwell, Lois Etherington 01823 462955 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), June Hawkins 01453 547793 or 
 wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:djs.king@virgin.net


 

30 

LOCAL TRADES DIRECTORY  

01453 code unless otherwise stated. We hope that you will support 
those who advertise in this Directory, although the appearance of 
an advertisement in no way signifies the endorsement of any goods 
or services offered. 

Builders, etc. 
 J. B. Young & Sons Ltd., The Grange, Ragnall......................... 842103 

Cinema 

 Electric Picture House……………………………….………….844401 
DIY: 
  Wotton DIY, 40 Long Street…...................................................842229 
Electricians 
 Abbey Electrics ……………..……….................,Mobile 07989 595077 
  Toase Electrical ……..…..…....……..(Mobile 07980 917894),  843877 
Florists: 
 Robinsons, Long Street ...............................................................843168 
Garage (Sales, Service, Parts and MOT): 
 Bear Street Garage ….…..……………………………………...843687 
Home Care/Home Help 
 Brenda’s Home Care........07899 080309 or b.alway@btopenworld.com 
 Piano Tuning and Repairs 
 Eddie Garrard …………………………….……………...07789777008 

Portable Appliance Testing and Electric Appliance Repairs. 
 Wright Connections, …………………………...(Mobile 07942893993)  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


