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Christians worshipping & working together in Wotton under Edge
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Quaker Week  - 28 September – 6 October

Wotton Quakers would like to invite you to the following
events on Sunday 6 October

10.30 am    Meeting for worship for enquirers
     The Club Room, The Chipping,Wotton under Edge

          “Who are the Quakers?” – a chance to experience the quiet stillness
of a Quaker meeting and to find out more about the Quaker way of life

7 – 9pm    An evening of Circle Dance
                    Under the Edge Arts, Chipping Hall,  Wotton under Edge
                    There will be a selection of gentle, simple dances chosen to
create a meditative programme.
                    It will be suitable for beginners and experienced dancers alike.
No partner needed, and there is no charge for this event.

For any further details contact Wendy Barber 01453 842612
wendybarber5@yahoo.co.uk

Praying for the Churches

.In October we pray specifically for the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin and
for all those connected with the church.

We remember the friends and families of both Hilary Noon and Ian Marchant,
giving thanks for the friendship, wisdom and witness they have shared with us.

We continue to pray for those working in the church in this time of vacancy;
Kate, the Vicar’s-Secretary-without-a-vicar the churchwardens, the ordained
and lay persons who prepare and lead worship and all those who make sure
the church is accessible to all.

We pray that the ongoing reordering of the church building will make St Mary’s
and the Christian life more inclusive in the town
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The Oliver Memorial Chapel in Synwell will be having two Harvest Services
on Sunday 6 October: 10.15am and 6pm, both led by Lois Etherington,.

The Chapel will be also be open between 2 - 4pm so that people can come
and see the harvest decorations and share in tea/coffee and cake. All
welcome.

The United Church will also be celebrating harvest on 6 October. A special
invitation has gone out to all their neighbours in Bradley Street, but anyone
and everyone will be welcome.  The Service will be a bit practical in nature as
they give thanks for their food, and even prepare and cook a simple meal as
part of the worship, which starts at 10.15am with a cup of coffee. Food and
money will be collected for Foodbank from those able to contribute.

St Mary’s Harvest Festival is on the same day - 6 October and will be a
Harvest Holy Communion at 10.15am followed by a bring and share lunch.
There is also Harvest Holy Communion at the Tresham Chapel at 11am.

There is All Age Worship at Wotton Baptist Church on - yes, Sunday 6
October, commencing at 10.30am

See also page xi for details of a community meal which the Baptist Church is
hosting on Friday 18 October at 7.30pm. All welcome, but booking is a must.

Give thanks for the Harvest
While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and

night shall not cease. Genesis 8 v22

How fortunate we are to live in an area where evidence of the
harvest is all around us

Let us give thanks - and share what we have been given.
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United Ramblers
Monday 7 October

Leave from the United Church @ 10 am

Leader :- Alison Makepeace

amakepeace@outlook.com

01454 415019

The Town Hall Tea held on Monday, 26
August, raised a staggering £365.20 for

Christian Aid.   We have received
several donations since so the total
amount will be around £400. Many

thanks to all those involved in any way.

Alison & Peter Sutton and Frances Biggs

Christian Union at KLB

We are delighted to hear that some of the young people from Wotton Baptist
Church are setting up a Christian Union at KLB and are hoping to make
connections with young Christian people from other churches.

It starts this Friday lunchtime (27 September, 12:50-13:25) in Room D8 at the
school.   Posters should be up around the school but please make sure any
young people you know are aware.

           Please do pray for this venture.

Tom Wharin

Wednesday 16th October @ 2.30 pm
Wotton United Church Hall

Bradley Street
£2 with light refreshments

Speaker : David Baird (Wotton Heritage Centre)
“Women’s Roles during the War”
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Reverend Canon Iain Marchant
Wotton has been saddened to lose one of its great characters, Revd

Canon Iain Marchant who died peacefully on 13 September. Iain's Christian
ministry was enriched by the many and varied interests and experiences he
had during his long life; a man who could 'walk with kings nor lose the
common touch'.

So many people in Wotton have personal memories of Iain and there is no
doubt that St Mary's will be full on the day of his funeral – a funeral, no one will
be surprised to hear, planned down to the last Amen by Iain himself.
Iain was born in Scotland in 1926, hence the spelling of his first name. His
firstborn, daughter Mairi also has a Gaelic name. He entered the Royal Naval
College at Dartmouth aged 13, then after the war trained as a submariner,
becoming a Submarine Commander in due course. Of course this did mean
that he was often away at sea when Mairi and Andrew were small.

In the late 1950s he entered the ministry, studying at theological college at
Wells, Somerset where youngest son James was born. His wife Felicity had a
dislike of prams, instead transporting the children through the streets by
donkey. Here he had a garden plot below the Bishop's Palace where he grew
vegetables. He took up office at Dalston in Cumbria before another long
journey south to Hawkesbury, then in the mid 1970s became Rector at Newent
where as always he planted and grew, Ian in charge of the vegetables while
Felicity took charge of the fruit and flowers and was able to grow both apricots
and peaches in the rich soil.
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On 17 April 1963 Iain Marchant,  conducted the commissioning ceremony
of the first nuclear submarine, Dreadnought using the prayer from the Book of
Common Prayer 'Go forth into the world in peace ....'

It was on his retirement he returned to us in Wotton. Retirement? Did Iain
ever retire? He and Felicity bought a house in Daisy Lane and he worked one
day a week as Relief Chaplain at HMP Leyhill until he was about 70 years old.
It was while living in Daisy Lane that Iain had his first stroke. Immediately
recognised for what it was by Felicity, he was able to receive treatment very
quickly. Dr Probert persuaded him to stop driving so he returned to a pedal
cycle as a means of transport, dragging whatever tools or other paraphernalia
he needed behind him. Of course, this was not without incident, as he
managed to collide with a stationary car in Nibley on one known occasion (who
is to say there weren't others).
 Pupils at Wotton Secondary Modern School remember Iain taking RE
lessons. However, for the boys especially, it was far more fun to listen to his
stories of life as a submariner, so everything would be done to divert him away
from religion and
on to that subject
instead.

Wherever they
lived, Iain grew
more food than
they could eat,
also keeping
poultry; taking on
allotments as well
as their own
gardens. Both with
his pushbike and
later with his
motorised buggy it wasn't unusual to see him trundling around with gardening
tools attached or in the purpose-built trailer at the back.

Iain was always a very outward-looking person. He was one for working
together, for finding a way through, for helping each other. No surprise then
that he took a lead in Churches Together. He was also a long time supporter
of Christian Aid and a member of the Beaumont-le-Roger twinning Society..

If Iain was of the conviction that something needed to be said or done, he
would do it. It was rarely wrong but possibly inconvenient.

Always ready to embrace new technology, he strove to master his PC,
son-in-law Simon getting more than one phone call: "This damn computer
won't work!", but usually Chris Smith or another kind neighbour would have
unravelled whatever knot Iain had managed to get it into.

With buggy and trailer - taken earlier this year.
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Happy to dress informally he would carry his tuck-in dog collar in the glove
compartment of the car saying that it was a great way to get into a hospital
ward when visiting hours were over.

When the children were small he enjoyed sailing; he also rode, but it
seems more to accompany them, than because it was a great hobby of his
own. He used to steward part of the 'roads and tracks' section at the
Badminton Horse Trials 3-day event.

Other interests included birds, wine, a little beer: in the last couple of
weeks he had Mairi fetch him a bottle of his home brew from his outside store
as he was running out in the house.

Family was very important to him, and he loved the company of his
grandchildren, while it seemed they were equally pleased to be with him. At
the age of 90, at both Easter and at Christmas he walked, yes, walked to
Mairi's home at Hillesley, so as not to trouble them. They did manage to
persuade him to have a lift home.

At other times the order would come through: "Can you get me on the first
train to London tomorrow and meet me off the last one. I'm going to see the
children. Don't worry, it's all arranged." and it was.

Not only, as mentioned, were the details of his funeral down in writing, but
in addition the necessary letters informing official bodies of his demise were all
written and addressed with only the date of death remaining to be added.

Being told he had to slow down or stop did not sit well with him. He knew
he was getting unsteady on his feet which accounted for a recent variation in
the Holy Communion Order of Service: "I wanted to bless the wine, then they
would be able to carry on without me if I keeled-over."

It seems only right that others who knew and worked with Iain should have
their say.
Jackie Exell circulated an email: We heard this morning that our dear friend
Iain Marchant passed peacefully away last evening. Iain went to Kingswood
Lodge on Tuesday after it was decided that some respite care would be
needed. On Wednesday Anne & Mary took Holy Communion to Kingswood.
Iain came to join them but was most unsteady, though saying he was rather
'bored' and needed to be at home! He has been such a support and strength
to us at St Mary's before and during our vacancy, always willing to do that bit
extra even if he was not physically up to it.
Organised and punctual, a great friend to us all, Iain will be terribly missed in
this Parish and beyond
Philip Revill remembers: Iain Marchant came to the United Church
occasionally. The last time was in July when he sat on the back row and fell
asleep! Very forgivable given his age and his work for St. Mary’s during the
interregnum. I last saw him at the Songs of Praise service in St. Mary’s at the
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end of July, which became a tribute to him for all he’d done as he was having
to give up. He had a fall during the service, but when I had a chat afterwards
he was bright and with it, although clearly physically weaker. The first
ecumenical Songs of Praise was, of course, his initiative.
Graham Jackson commented: I suppose many people will know about Iain's
rescue in the Solent. He had gone swimming and was pushed out to sea by
the strong tides and thought his time was up! Fortunately a passing boat saw
him. This apparently was part of his decision into ministry.
Rob Axford said of Iain: He was an enthusiast, enthusiastic for his faith which
was expressed so strongly beyond the doors of the church. There was no
hiding his love of God and his desire to be known as a follower of Jesus,
whether on the allotment, at Probus or Royal British Legion, in the town or
wherever he happened to be. He was enthusiastic for church unity and
ecumenism, for the work of Churches Together, for Christian Aid, for simply
being the body of Christ in this place. Iain was filled with the Holy Spirit and
wanted our worship to be Spirit filled, this sometimes meant that worship went
in unexpected directions but always with a smile, a twinkle in the eye and his
good nature.
I valued having Iain as a colleague throughout my ministry, he was faithful and
(on the whole) supportive even though we didn't always agree. Being a
Minister of Religion, a priest in the church of God, was the key to his life, in
ministry and retirement he ministered to so many and we are all grateful for
such a ministry.
Pauline Jones added: He had an allotment behind Parklands and he would
drive his mobility scooter with a trailer attached to carry his tools and produce
back and forth! He grew runner beans to sell at the Christian Aid shop and
manned the plant stall there for many years.
On Facebook Marion Messenger posted (with a beautiful photograph of
poppies): Remembering Canon Iain Marchant, who worked so hard for the
Royal British Legion in Wotton and many other charities including Christian
Aid. RIP Iain, you will be missed. The post has had responses from many
including Diana Baker who wrote: "I think he was loved by all who met him, a
gracious man with a twinkle in his eye, always good-humoured, always willing
to learn. Our loss is heaven's gain." Commonly used descriptions were 'a
lovely man' 'a true gentleman.' 'he will be missed'.
Those sentiments speak for us all.
My thanks to Mairi who has helped me prepare this tribute to her Father.

Judy Mills

A Service of Thanksgiving for Iain’s life will be held at
3pm on Monday 7 October in St Mary’s Church
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Messy  Church
Sat 12 October

9.30 - 11am
St Mary’s

Drop-in Noah’s Ark

Because they’re worth it………
If you’re having a clear out please consider the following two charities.

Give and MakeUp accept lightly used make up and toiletries and give them to
women who have escaped abuse and make it to refuges with next to nothing.
They say if it’s good enough to give to your friend, they’ll accept it.

Smalls for All give bras to women in Africa who are at risk of being raped.
The possibility of a woman being raped is significantly less if she is wearing a
bra as it is seen as a sign of wealth.

I was thinking that we cannot send shampoos etc to the Shoebox Appeal so all
those little bottles we get in hotels could go to this.

I have addresses for both so can gather them in and send them off. I
wondered whether we should pack the bras in little packages with ribbons to
make them more special.

Sue Marsland

United Church

This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you have any comments, or would like
items included in future issues, please contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


