
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
                    

Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 19th April 2020  

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

No Services in the Tyndale Benefice until 

further notice 

All church buildings are now CLOSED 
 

Collect: 
Almighty Father, 

you have given your only Son to die for our sins 

and to rise again for our justification: 

grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and 

wickedness 

that we may always serve you 

in pureness of living and truth; 

through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Risen Christ, 

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
First Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, & listen to what I 

say. 

‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus 

of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 

power, wonders, and signs that God did through him 

among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed 

over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, 

having freed him from death, because it was impossible 

for him to be held in its power. For David says 

concerning him, 

“I saw the Lord always before me, 

   for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

   moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

   or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

   you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” 

‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our 

ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 

tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he 

knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he 

would put one of his descendants on his 

throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection 

of the Messiah, saying, 

“He was not abandoned to Hades, 

   nor did his flesh experience corruption.” 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 

witnesses. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are 

being protected by the power of God through faith for a 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 

rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 

suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your 

faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 

him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious 

joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 
 

Gospel: John 20: 19-end 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 

to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the 

twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 

disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said 

to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 

and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 

in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 

Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here 

and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 



side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 

‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 

are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 

you may have life in his name. 
 

Address from Sue Plant 

The disciples were locked in and afraid to go out. 

Doesn’t this sound familiar? In the old church calendar 

the second Sunday of Easter was known as Low Sunday. 

Our Gospel reading shows us the disciples totally shell-

shocked, gradually learning to believe in the good news 

of Jesus’ resurrection. Throughout this period Acts will 

be read every Sunday. It will show us this same group of 

people working out practically a way to put their faith 

and belief into a community way of living together.  

As most of us spend this low time keeping our heads 

down, getting by, do not forget the beginning of the early 

church. Remember today we are part of the resolution to 

defeat the virus by keeping infection rates low for 

everyone’s sake.  

This may be one of the lowest times we ever experience. 

If not us, many are facing low incomes, low spirits, the 

economy will suffer and drop to its lowest level perhaps 

since the eighteenth century. But that little word low can 

also have its own spark of hope. We are relieved to hear 

lower rates of infection and death reported; we applaud 

low disobedience in response to self-isolation 

infringement. The Government, incidentally, has a low 

expectation of us all, basing its models of how the virus 

will progress on 75% public compliance to lockdown 

rules. Our own expectations have become lowered. Small 

treats and happenings occasion great joy. I was thrilled to 

receive a photo-text of our granddaughter beaming and 

covered in chocolate, as she helped her mum to make 

crispy cakes.  

Tom Hanks reminded us of that Persian proverb 

compiled by an ancient ruler’s wise men to provide an 

appropriate response for any eventuality, which Abe 

Lincoln made famous in the West: And this too shall 

pass... And when it does pass we are ready to put our 

time and gifts into the rebuilding of our community and 

our economy, especially the wealth we have not needed 

for ourselves in this period of isolation.  

Risen Christ,  

whose absence leaves us paralysed,  

but whose presence is overwhelming:  

breathe on us with your abundant life;  

that where we cannot see  

we may have courage to believe  

that we may be raised with you.  

Amen.  

Collect for this Sunday by Janet Morley from All Desires 

Known  

Love and God bless, Sue 

For your prayers: 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, and at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Daily Prayer - for the world, the church, and those who 

are unwell - will still be said at 9.00, by individuals in 

their own homes 

 

Please pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

20th: Alice Marjorie Frankcom (Tresham) (2009) 

 Douglas I.V. Scadding (2015) 

21st: David Caldwell (2007) 

22nd: Margaret Mills (2015) 

23rd: Sybil Joan Rea (2004) 

24th: Sylvia Holmes (2005) 

25th: Raymond M. Woodcock (2010) 

 Raymond C. Hunt (2010)  

 Eric A.H. West (2011) 

Pamela (‘Kay’) Hammond (2016) 
 

Nibley 

None in this time period. 

 

This month St. Mary’s is being remembered in the 

town’s prayers.  
 

***** Notices ***** 
Food Bank – If you can donate food, they are very 

pleased to receive it. Collection point is the Co-op in 

Wotton, Tesco in Cam. They need: baked beans; small 

bags of sugar; pasta and sauce; tinned fruit; tinned 

pulses; tinned custard; rice pudding; UHT milk; UHT 

fruit juice or cordial; instant mash; shampoo. 

If you would like to donate money, please go to their 

website – www.strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk 
 

Live Services from the BBC – BBC Radio 4’s daily 

service is live at 9.45am on BBC Radio 4 LW (long 

wave) or on the DAB side channel. 

Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each Sunday. 

Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

 

 

mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com


The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish 

within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility 

during the vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right 

person for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their 

ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
 

Wotton Churchwardens numbers: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 


