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Samos 2019
Back in 2018, the Music Fes4val
chose as the year’s Charity Partner, a
group of circus performers called The
Flying Seagull Project. These guys
work with children in refugee camps
across Europe and beyond, bringing
light, play and laughter into those
kids’ lives.
Earlier this year the Flying Seagulls
asked Liz Bailey if Junkﬁsh, Nibley’s
own children’s craK ac4vity team,
would help out on one of their
projects. Liz asked around, a few of us
put our hands up, and before we
knew it we were booking our 4ckets.
Many local people donated
resources, helped prepare the
ac4vi4es and assembled the kit that
would be needed before the boxes of
craK ac4vi4es were sent on to Samos,
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the Greek island situated in the Aegean Sea,
only a mile from the Turkish coast.

This year we have decided to go all online rather than have
any paper tickets so there will be no village hall event.

A group of ﬁve of us got up very early one
Tuesday morning in November and found
ourselves on a plane to Samos, arriving a few
hours later on the small Greek island. Vathy
refugee camp is ‘home’ to about six
thousand people and sits above the town of
Samos on a steep hillside. The camp, with a
capacity for six hundred people, spills out
across the hillside, a jumble of tents, plas4c
awnings and makeshiK shelters with liSle in
the way of sanita4on, facili4es or anything
you might call comfort. (con4nued page 2)

village ticket sale
Instead villagers will be able to buy their 4ckets online during a two
week window in February. The card you pay with must be registered
to your Nibley address. If your children aSend Nibley Preschool or
Nibley School we will check you have a genuine Nibley connec4on.
Villagers can buy a *reasonable* number of 4ckets for family and
close friends. If you’d like to volunteer (and get a discounted or free
4cket, depending on how much 4me you can give), please direct
message us or email us on volunteers@nibleyfes4val.co.uk
More informa4on including 4cket prices for 2020 can be found
at: hSps://nibleyfes4val.co.uk/4ckets/
If you do not have access to the internet, there is a laptop at the Hub
you can use for free.
The link to buy 4ckets will be available via the school and preschool,
on village Facebook groups and at the Hub from 15-29 Feb.
Thank you - from the Nibley Fes4val Team!

-ON THE EDGE-

The
Flying
Seagull
Project

We spent a week helping the Flying Seagulls with
their shows, games and acrobaDcs; and providing
our own craF sessions making masks, models,
cuSng, sDcking, painDng and so on. The children
loved the opportunity to get stuck into the craF
acDviDes, going wild with excitement whenever they
saw our tables coming out. Actually it felt like
holding a craF acDvity on the plaUorm at St. Pancras
during rush hour. The noise, shrieks, laughs, smiles,
tantrums and shouts were like kids do anywhere in
the world, but here, when the fun’s over, going
home is a trek up a dusty, or as winter approaches, a
mud ﬁlled path to a tent or awning on the side of a
hill. We all experienced special moments when able
to engage one to one with these children and
recognised the huge posiDve impact that the
Seagulls and other chariDes working in the camps
are making.

Samos con)nued
from overleaf

The camp is ‘home’ to over a
thousand children of all ages,
mainly from Syria,
Afghanistan, and the Congo in
AFer a freneDc week of fun, laughs, smiles and
Central Africa. At ﬁrst sight it’s
someDmes tears we headed home to our own
hard to imagine that the
children. We have been asked to return again early
jumble of tents and shelters
next year- it’s a sobering thought that many of these
can be home to that many
people but the constant ﬂow of humanity to-ing and
children and families will sDll be in this or some
other camp, unable to build a new life or return to
fro-ing soon proves otherwise. These are boat
their old one.
people, crossed over from Turkey, ﬂeeing war and
persecuDon in their own countries, and right now
George, Liz, Mark, Theresa and Jim.
they’re stuck, many for years, unable to move on or
go back home. Europe has Dred of the refugee
‘problem’ and leF Greece, Turkey and other Concert
countries to bear the brunt of this latest wave of
refugees. In turn the Greek government has leF
these people on the islands, about ﬁFy thousand by
the latest count, leading to this intolerable situaDon
for both refugees and islanders alike. In October
2019 the UN reported nine thousand new arrivals,
www.theﬂyingseagullproject.com
including over three thousand children.
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Johannes Brahms

Mendelssohn (Soprano)
Susanna Fairbairn
HEBRIDES OVERTURE (FINGAL’S CAVE) OP 26
James Sherlock
(Pianist)
Brahms

VIOLIN CONCERTO IN D MAJOR OP. 77

7.30 pm Saturday
29th February 2020
Beethoven
SYMPHONY
NO 3Church
IN E FLAT MAJOR
‘EROICA’
at St
Martin’s
North
Nibley
THE LONDON
PLAYERS
Richard
Strauss MOZART
"Four Last
Songs;”
Gustav7.30
Mahler
“ Ruckert Lieder;"
pm Saturday 22nd June 2019

Benedict Hoffnung Conductor / Júlia Pusker Violin
St Mary’s
Parish Church,
Wotton-under-Edge
Claude
Debussy
“ Ariettes
Oubliees”.

Tickets £30, £18, £12, £10 (restricted view), £5 Student
Booking: 07768 931876 Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
or in person at Fish Out Of Water, 25 Long Street, Wotton-under-Edge
or email: christopher@wottonconcertseries.co.uk
More information: www.wottonconcertseries.co.uk
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Not in Wotton this time!

HAPPENINGS AT THE HALL
www.northnibleyhall.org.uk

“projects an infectious joie de vivre”

Friday 7th February Doors open 7 for 7.30pm
Cash Bar
Tickets £10 from The Hub
or www.ticketsource.co.uk/north-nibley-village-hall
“a voyage of delight, a foot tapping whirl of expressive energy”

SO

ACOUSTIC CAFÉ

LD

OU

Saturday 7th March @ 7.30pm
Tickets £12 inc. food & a
drink from The Hub

T

All profits to Nathan’s
wheelchair fund

North Nibley Historical Group
Battle of Nibley Green
20th March 1470 - 2020:
550th Commemoration
A Talk by Professor Peter Fleming
Co-author of "Gloucestershire's Forgotten Battle"

20th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Admission by ticket only.
A limited number of tickets for non-members
are available free of charge from the Hub
Further news of commemorative events including
a guided battlefield walk next month.
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Happy New Year from all the Hub Team
We look forward to welcoming customers old and new over the next 12
months. We’ve been delighted with the success of the Hub in providing a
warm and welcoming space and a chance for people to catch up with old
friends. If you haven’t called in yet, come and see what’s on offer. Calling
in for coffee and cake, or tea and cake, is a great way to keep the winter
blues at bay.

Open from Thursday to Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Look at what’s on offer…

we take card payments
we sell tickets to
Village Events
local freerange eggs
we sell cards by
Claire Failes

we stock the Wotton Times
we have a Community
Noticeboard

Walkers the Bakers
deliver on Thurs and Sat
and
stamps

we sell
bird food

we have a Loyalty Card
(buy 10 drinks get 1 free)
themed window displays
(come and do one)

we have
free Wi-Fi

advertise your local
business on our board

Severnfresh deliver
milk, cheese and butter
order Posey Rose
floral arrangements

Cam Butchers
deliver on Thurs

dry cleaning & repairs
collected/delivered on Thurs

we have a great range of
cakes incl. Vegan and Gf

and sausage
rolls

coming soon: homemade
frozen meals from Cook!

For Your Diary… 16th Feb
Knit & Natter Session @ 10:00
with Beth Anderson, equipment
and teaching provided, for
beginners and experienced
knitters alike

we sell 2nd hand books

amazing art by Holly
Dunham (to buy too)

We’re enormously grateful to our great team of friendly
volunteers who make the Hub possible. If you don’t know the face
behind the counter, feel free to introduce yourself. We want to
get to know all our customers! Even better, why not consider
volunteering yourself? The technology is easy, there’s training
provided and help on hand. Slots are 2.5 hours and you can book
your slot in advance for a time to suit you. Your commitment can
be as flexible as you want, so it’s ideal for people who already
have busy lives, and it’s a great way to meet new people and keep
in touch. Why not pop in to the Hub for a chat or email Carolyn if
you want to know more.

Contact the Hub Team
Carolyn:

carolyn@nibleyhub.co.uk

Marjory:

marjwright54@gmail.com 01453 542511

Thank you to
George Clarke
for our lovely
new fridge and
freezer

01453 542494

Alison:

nibley50@gmail.com

Tarragon:

tandcakes19@gmail.com 07805 342196

and Follow us on…
North Nibley Community Hub
north_nibley_community_hub
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01453 546251

Thank you to Kirsten
Marlow for the Xmas
Decorations sale which
raised £500 for
the Donkey
Sanctuary

th

SØNDER CHOIR CONCERT

Saturday 14 March 3.00pm

St. Martin’s Church, North Nibley

Sønder is a collective of talented vocalists in Bristol brought together by a passion for creating
beautiful vocal harmonies. Their performance will incorporate Gospel, Neo-Soul and Jazz and
they will provide an unforgettable
musical journey. Lucy Sparks, a
former pupil of North Nibley
Primary School and graduate from
BIMM Music School, is a
beneficiary of the North Nibley
Performing Arts Bursary.
When she heard about the
community appeal, Sønder
vocalists kindly offered to perform
in support of this very worthy
venture. Sønder’s music can be
found on their Facebook page and
YouTube.
Tickets:
£8.00 Adults; £3.00 Children
includes refreshments afterwards.

Tickets available from Sarah Sparks: 07720-074064
sarahsparkssasg@yahoo.co.uk and North Nibley Community Hub (Thursday – Sunday)
There will also be a raffle on the day.

All proceeds to Nathan Chapman Wheelchair Appeal
Opportunities - Come and join the team at Yercombe Lodge
Yercombe Lodge
is an 11 bedded
residential and respite
home for the people of
Gloucestershire. It is
friendly, homely and
small, situated in its
own 18 acres of
woodlands and gardens
high on the Cotswold
escarpment with
stunning views across
the Severn Vale.
Originally Yercombe Lodge was the home of the late Herbert
Maxwell Workman JP, who wished that his house should be used to
benefit the people of Gloucestershire with special care needs.
Mr Workman founded a Trust in 1972, which is now a Registered
Charity, which owns and runs the Lodge. Over time the house has
been extended and modified, which has ensured that the facilities
meet the requirements and standards of care for the disabled,
elderly and frail of Gloucestershire.
Yercombe Lodge offers long stay, short stay, respite and day care
as well as a day centre for disabled adults encouraging arts, crafts
and a social atmosphere, which residents can also access.
Residents say that the staff are ‘fantastic, so loyal and will do
anything for you’. They love the home cooked food and feel they
can do what they want including taking part in the variety of activities
available. They describe their rooms as nice places to be and very
personal to them.
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There is a good care staff to resident ratio supported
by an Activities Coordinator, to ensure safe and
person-centred care. Residents, members (of the
day centre) and staff meetings take place regularly
and ideas are implemented e.g. the Pebble in the Jar
scheme for staff which recognises good customer
service and rewards staff.
Staff Benefits include:
Friendly supportive environment where staff have
the time to spend with residents
Managers who are part of the staff team and are
always available
Fully paid supernumerary induction
Annual appraisal in work time
3 monthly supervision in work time
Fully funded and paid training
Weekly pay
Double pay on bank holidays
Sunday pay allowance
Paid breaks
Additional holiday for long service
We are opening a new resident’s room and are looking for
individuals to join our team in a variety of roles. Please contact
Tereza Bingle, Registered Manager on 01453 542513 or
tereza@yercombelodge.co.uk

School Report
Our Nativity is one of the highlights of the
school year. Of course, by the time you read
this Christmas will be but a distant memory,
with New Year’s Resolutions already made and
maybe broken, but the children in Class 2 (6 and
7 year olds, with Miss Tyers’ support) had
already written their piece for On The Edge and
it’s our pleasure to share this with you now…
‘We’ve been fully immersed in the Christmas spirit here at North Nibley
since the beginning of November! The children have been rehearsing
several times a week for this year’s Christmas play. All of our Reception,
Year 1 and Year 2 children have a special role to play in our Nativity. This
year our production is called ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ which has a slight
spin on the traditional Christmas story! It begins with a spaceship that has
crash landed on Earth and a group of aliens are keen to explore the
unusual planet.
The aliens then meet a group of welcoming school
children who are eager to teach them about the birth of Jesus through
their Christmas nativity. Once the children have finished their play they
help the aliens to fix their spaceship before they ascend back into space!
The children have put a huge amount of effort into learning their lines and
understanding how to deliver them with expression and enthusiasm. In our
eyes, each and every child shone during this nativity. It's brilliant to watch
the children's confidence grow during the rehearsals. They start off quiet
and shy, but by the last performance when they are fully costumed and the
hall is buzzing with parents and family members, they are beaming with
self-confidence and excitement.'
And may I say a huge
thank you to FONNS (the
‘Friends of North Nibley
School’) for their kind
donation towards new
costumes for the aliens
and angels this year.
CAN YOU HELP?
From time to time
teachers ask ‘Do we have
a parent or community
member who is (e.g.) a
ship builder, vet,
electrician or astronaut?’
Officially we don’t
collect parent’s
professions or qualification, but there are times when such an ‘expert’
could be a useful visitor to our classrooms, supporting topic work. Current
topics include:
Classes 1 & 2 – Weather and Explorers (and then Local Area after half term)
Class 3 – The Human Body, Health and Nutrition
Class 4 – Space (and then Bagdad in the 1700s - but any experience of the
Middle East could help!)

North
Nibley
Pre-school

Welcome to all new families who
have started with us in January.
We are enjoying getting to know
each other.
The children and staff have had
lots of fun over the Christmas
period. From visiting Father
Christmas at Cattle Country; having
Mary and Joseph attend our
Christmas
dinner; visiting
St Martin’s
Church and
sitting around
the crib
display and
listening to
the Christmas
story retold
by Reverend Peter Marsh (for which
many thanks); making lots of
glittery Christmas decoration; to
having lots of fun at our Christmas
Party including a surprise visit from
Father Christmas too!
If you want to see what we have
been up to, find and follow us on
Facebook.
At the end of January we are
looking forward to celebrating
Chinese New Year and Burns Night –
both falling on the same day! Look
out for pictures of this in the next
issue.

If you feel you might have something to offer please contact us, and we’ll
endeavour to keep a list against a future opportunity. Thank you.
And lastly, the launch of our new ‘break out space’ (pictured in the last
edition of OTE) generated a lot of good publicity for the school. You can
read a full article here:
https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/18065789.tv-architect-george-opensnorth-nibleys-new-classroom/

Un$l next month…
Best wishes, Paul Batchelor, Head Teacher
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North Nibley Pre-school operates
Monday to Friday, term time only.
We are a registered provider with
Gloucestershire County Council and
are able to accept funding for 2-, 3and 4-year olds together with 30
hours (extended entitlement) free
childcare. Look at our website for
more information and contact details
(www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk)

Alastair Receives Commendation in New Year’s Honours List
Sergeant Alastair Beer appears in the New Year’s Honours List 2020, in a commendation by a top
ranking RAF officer for outstanding services to the RAF Mountain Rescue Service.
Former North Nibley
resident, and pupil of North
Nibley Primary School and
KLB Alastair Beer has
received a commendation in
this year’s Honours List.
Alastair joined the RAF in
1999, in the RAF
Regiment—those are the
“ground fighters” who
defend RAF airfields and
other assets in UK and
overseas. In addition to this
his “day job”, he has from
the outset volunteered to
work with the RAF
Mountain Rescue Service
(MRS), giving up weekends Alastair (top) commemorating the 75th Anniversary
and annual leave to train and
of RAF Mountain Rescue
deploy with them.
Inaccessible Pinnacle, Isle of Skye

over the RAF’s helicopter
Search and Rescue service
to Bristows (another former
North Nibley resident is a
pilot with this helicopter
service), RAF no longer has
a role in Mountain Rescue.
In fact, the ground troops
search when and where
helicopters can’t reach,
have intimate knowledge of
the Scottish mountains, and
frequently assist police and
local volunteer civilian
teams.

In the 2017 New Year’s
Honours, Alastair received
a commendation for
“outstanding dedication to
duty” in both his primary
role with RAF Regiment,
and his secondary duty as
RAF Mountain Rescue Party Leader and trainee
paramedic. And in December 2018, Alastair
attended a champagne reception at 10, Downing
St. The RAF Mountain Rescue Service had been
nominated for an award in The Sun Newspaper’s
Military Awards. The reception was followed by
a huge star-studded ceremony at Banqueting
House, Whitehall, hosted by (then) Defence
Secretary Gavin Williamson.

In 2016, he was appointed
as Permanent Staff to the MRS in the
Lossiemouth Team in Northern Scotland. Since
then he has held posts as Deputy Team Leader,
and for a while as Acting Team Leader. He has
also qualified as a paramedic, and is followingup this by studying for a Paramedic Degree.
A common misconception is that since handing

R

to the RNLI) is
£1968.77
Our
sincere
ousing
thanks to all for
sea shanties, soulful
your support at
nautical
ballads,
these events –
particularly
accompani ed
by
generous portions of
Theresa
and
haddock and chips
Nick Eames for
the
allmade for a good
important bar
e v e n i n g s
entertainment on a
provision,
North Nibley Sea Shanty Supper– raising funds for the RNLI
bleak
November
Forgotten
night in North Nibley Village Hall. Including the fee to Orchards for the generous donations of cider, Wotton
the Frampton Shantymen we raised £688.02 for the Fish and Chip shop for wonderfully efficient provision
RNLI.
of 60 plus portions of fish and chips each time, the hard
After 3 very successful sea shanty evenings we feel working crew – Sue and Mike Convery, Marjory Wright
Nibley deserves a rest, so won’t be holding one this year. and all those co-opted on the spur of the moment – and
The total raised over the three years (including the fees of course the Frampton Shantymen.
paid to the Frampton Shantymen who donate it in turn
Alison and Dave Beer
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The Chapel is available for weddings,
christenings, and funerals.
Contact: Rosie Casken, Chapel Development Worker,
mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk
07977454083
Dave Purnell
davidpurnell48@hotmail.com 07775876738
You are welcome to hire the Chapel for your event.

www.northnibleychapel.org.uk

Ploughman’s Lunch

To be a Pilgrim
Sunday 2nd February
At 3.00pm

and Pancakes
on Shrove Tuesday

Alan and Jane reflect on their own
pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella
Tea and cake will be served

Café
Church
At the Chapel
Where?
When?
Sunday February 16th
What time?
10.30am
Come and join us
for this family friendly
occasion
Led by Janet Wootton
Drinks and bacon butties
available
Children of all ages
welcome!

25th February at 12.30pm
Tickets £6 Children £3
from the Hub, and
Chapel Café on Wednesday a.m.
or contact info@northnibleychapel.org.uk
All Welcome!

World Day of Prayer
Service
Friday March 6th
2pm

Prepared by the women of Zimbabwe
Rise! Take your mat and walk.
As we participate in this service we are part of a great wave of
prayer encircling the globe, which begins as the sun rises over
Samoa and ends some 36 hours later back in the Pacific as the sun
sets over American Samoa. We will be joining with people
in over 120 countries and islands around the world.

Everyone Welcome!

REGULAR COMMUNITY
EVENTS
For more details contact :
Rosie Casken 07977454083

TABLE TENNIS

Tuesdays in term time 10 - 11.30 am
£1.50 includes coffee and biscuits

COMMUNITY CHOIR

Tuesday evenings 7.30pm
Led by Rowan Armes
(Term time only)
All welcome to join—any queries to:
rowanarmes@btinternet.com

Wednesday 10am-12pm

CHAPEL CAFé
Come and enjoy coffee, tea,
cake and good company.
ALL WELCOME!

DANCEFIT

Every Thursday
10.00 - 11. 00 am
£5 a session
Pay as you go.
Come and join us!

DRAMA CLUB

ART CLUB
Every Wednesday 10.00am - 12.30pm
A very peaceful way to spend a morning. Not
sure if it’s for you? Pop your head round the
door and come in for coffee and chat . No
regular commitment.
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Every Friday 6.00 7.00 pm
in term time
For kids in years 5,6
& 7. £2.50 a session.

ST MARTIN’S
CHURCH

Rev’d Peter Marsh 01453 547521 (not after 7.00 pm, please)
pcemarsh@gmail.com

Churchwarden, Wynne Holcombe 01453 542091

Annual Collection Box Opening amounted to £1100.10
and donations at the Cream Tea on 12th January £179,
making a grand total of £1279.10. Thanks everyone!
New box holders will be most welcome contact:
suedevine@hotmail.com or 543748
The Christingle Service also raised money for the Children’s Society—
a splendid £580 was collected...Thank you!!!

Leap year ramblings…
“Did you hear that?”, my daughter said. I was sitting with my grandson, my pregnant
daughter and her partner on the Small World ride at Eurodisney. “Did you hear that,
Mum? He’s just proposed to me!”
“And what did you say?”, I foolishly enquired.
Things have changed for the present generation and the once conventional order –
marriage, house, children – has been overthrown and, for some now, would not be a
financial viability whatever their views. And it really doesn’t matter. With 29 days in
February this year, I was thinking about the old idea that a woman could propose to her
man on a Leap Day.
Doesn’t that seem ridiculous now! To suggest that on only one day in one thousand, four
hundred and sixty one a woman has an equal right with a man to initiate an engagement
is preposterous. And yet, I suspect, that it is still a question posed by far more men than
women. Sometimes we are very slow to embrace change. But what is most significant,
and far outweighing matters of custom or convention, is the underlying issue of love and
commitment.
“Will you accept my love? Can you return it? Will you go forward in life with me at your side?”
This life changing and life affirming question is not reserved for human lovers and life
partners. It is at the heart of the Christian faith and God never tires of asking it. And he
longs to hear us answer “Yes”.
Rosie Casken

FEBRUARY SERVICES
Sunday 2nd:
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 9th:
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Service
Sunday 16th:
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Sunday 23rd:
9.30am Parish Eucharist
26th Ash Wednesday:
6.00pm Evening Eucharist
Sunday March 1st: LENT 1
9.30am Parish Eucharist
Every Wednesday 5pm:
Evening Prayer
February CLEANING ROTA
2nd
Dawn Shepherd & Sarah Aston
9th
Carole Smith
16th Anita Fletcher & Di Findlay
23rd Joy Jellings
Mar 1st Liz Pedley

February FLOWER ROTA
2nd
Wynne Holcombe
9th&16th Dawn Shepherd & Ruth Barker
23rd
Jenny Coles & Pam Lewis
Mar 1st No flowers in Lent

CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK : POSITIVE
OPPORTUNITIES for 2020 and BEYOND
Wondering what you can do and how you can help tackle climate change?
The new Wotton Area Climate Action Network (Wotton Area CAN), is
initiating and encouraging practical actions to reduce carbon emissions, and
increasing public awareness of our changing climate.
Meetings are monthly on the 4th Thursday. We have speakers on subjects
such as carbon reduction, tree planting, community resilience, biodiversity,
& renewable energy. You could also get involved in one of the Project
Groups: on land use, home energy efficiency, transport, single use plastic
and resources.
Everyone is most welcome – just turn up. If you have ideas to share, bring them with you.
Future meetings: (with tea and cake!)
27 Feb, 8-9.30 pm in The Chipping Hall, Wotton: Farming and climate change - 9 million hectares of hope
26 Mar, 8-9.30 pm in The Chipping Hall, Wotton: Building a Carbon Neutral Community – learning from Ashton
Hayes
For further information and to subscribe to our e-newsletter, contact WottonAreaCAN@gmail.com, or follow us at
WottonAreaCAN on Facebook and Instagram.
The Wotton Area CAN Team
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Benefice Prayer Day
St Martin’s Church
Sat 8th February
10am-4pm
You are invited to drop
in for a while, to
explore ways of
meeting God in prayer
Refreshments

Wotton-under-Edge
Vigil Mass 5.30 Saturdays
Christ the King,
Thornbury: Masses
Sundays 8.30 and
11.00am
See: www.ctkthornbury.org.uk
Thornbury Parish Office:
01454 412223
Emergency: Father George
Malecki on 07539 289248

JAMES PITT
BESPOKE JOINERY

COLE BUILDERS
Dave & Fred

Nibley House

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE




SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS



KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

MASONRY – PLASTERING
JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR
IDEAS INTO REALITY…..

Available throughout the year for
Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events.

Bed and Breakfast
Events and Reservations 01453 543108
www.nibleyhouse.co.uk

Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027
12, The Street, North Nibley

NICEIC Registered Electrician

TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE

SETTING UP of TVs, DVDs, VCRs

 Rewires
 Extensions
 Outside Lighting

COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE

NO Job Too Small

OUTSIDE SEATING AND BEER GARDEN

RK AERIALS
SKY DIGITAL FREEVIEW

PAUL BURTON
ABBEY ELECTRICS

LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS

Contact: 01453 543777
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk

Aerials & Satellites
Serviced & Installed

Hand Made Kitchens
Individual Design
Doors, windows, Stairs
Conservation Work

TEL/FAX: 07973 360131

The Black Horse Inn - North Nibley











Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé,
Nibley Green

07989 595077

GIDEON AYRES
 Mulches
 Composts
 Play Surfaces

 Fencing
 Paddock Maintenance
 Hay & Straw

FOR A FREE QUOTE

IAN HALL: E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172

Call Roger Kloiber

07789 044956

Building, Repairs
and
Masonry
Landscapes
Tel: 01453 546557

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd
Chartered Certified Accountants
£5.00 OFF
YOUR NEXT
CAR M.O.T
WITH THIS
ADVERT
(VALID TILL
01.01.20)

TIM BROWN FCCA
Director

Servicing & Car Repairs
All Under One Roof

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk

M.O.T’s on Cars, Vans, & Taxi Tests
Scanning,
Fault
Code
Reading
and much more……

:01666 503606
Priory Park, London Road,
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ
www.ghpl.co.uk

Tel: 01453 543264
admin@autocheckccc.co.u

H M COWLES

T. 01453 542494
M. 07870 564228
timbrelldecorators@gmail.com
www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

R.A.W.DECORATING
PAINTING AND DECORATING
RICHARD WILLEY
07776016159
01453 541932
RichardWilley1@btinternet.com

WOTTON TYRE AND
EXHAUST CENTRE

FORESTRY CONTRACTOR & FIREWOOD SUPPLIER

01453 844444

BARN-STORED, SEASONED HARDWOOD BEECH & ASH FIREWOOD
LOGS AND KINDLING

Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd,
Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF

CUT TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Celebrating 23 Years Serving
Wotton & Surrounding Areas
www.wottontyres.co.uk

STOCK UP NOW FOR WINTER — PROMPT DELIVERY

Call HOWARD on 01453 542676 or 07831 268057

WOTTON DENTAL
CLINIC

Home Solutions
for all your maintenance
and building needs...
 Renovation-Extensions
 Bathrooms-Kitchens
 Roofing-Plumbing-Electrical
 Internal/External Decorating

All your needs for
healthy teeth
& gums
All enquires &
appointments

Tel: 01453 546178
Mob: 07788 560066.
home-solutions@talk21.com

Call: 01453 844428
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Friendly Local Service

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
TREE & GARDEN
SERVICES
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO

George Mobile: 07940087822
Ryan Mobile: 07554665026
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured
Friendly Service

*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood
Gardening Services
*Hedges *Soft Landscaping

VILLAGE

EYE

We had a Christmas dinner in December at Nibley House which everyone enjoyed.
Our meeting on January 13th was a social occasion, Bring and Buy and a Quiz
and most importantly subscriptions of £25.00 for the year were due.

We enjoyed the afternoon even though the weather was bad; there were very enjoyable
cakes from Tarragon due to a donation from a member, and the quiz was not too difficult!!!
Next meeting: February 10th with Tony Griffith and The Magic of Science (he is a member of the Magic Circle).
March 9th will be Roly Brown talking about The Berkeley Estate.
Meetings are held 2nd Monday of the month at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. Visitors and new members welcome.

News from your Parish Council
Affordable Housing. Following requests from
parishioners for further information on the possible
affordable housing development, the Council met with
an officer from Stroud DC. Working with the OTE
editorial team it was decided to publish an information
sheet, to be included with this OTE. It is hoped that
readers will share this information with friends and
relatives who might qualify for affordable housing.

Parish Council Budget. The Council agreed its
budget for 2020/21. The Precept (the money paid by
householders to the Parish Council through your
Council Tax) will be held at the present level, meaning
this Council has not sought any increase in the
Precept since the 2016/17 year.

Children’s Play Area. At the November Meeting
there were discussions on how improvements could be
made to the outdoor play facilities in the Village. The
Council plans to further explore this subject, including
At the time of the Council meeting, as far it was aware, how it might be funded, at its February meeting.
no planning application had yet been submitted.
Recycling bins. Our District Councillors reported that,
Parish Council Elections.
Your Parish Council
comes up for election in May this year for a four year
period. The role of a parish councillor can be very
rewarding. Have you considered putting yourself
forward? If you are interested to know more we
suggest you come along to a Council meeting, held on
the first Monday of each month at the Village Hall.

due to recent wet weather, the cardboard and paper
being sent for recycling was of lower value due to the
amount of moisture it contained. Residents are
advised to cover their recycling boxes if possible.
(covers are available from Stroud DC).

Village Clean-Up Day. Our Annual Village Clean-Up
Day will be on morning of Saturday 21 March. So
please put this date in your diary. . Can you spare a
For further information on how to qualify as a parish
couple of hours to help your Village look more
councillor see: www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/
presentable? Equipment will be provided. Further
default/files/pdf_file/Part-1-Can-you-stand-for-election- details will be published nearer the date.
P-and-C.pdf

On The Edge - Editors &
Contact Details

WOTTON FARM SHOP

Please note that the DEADLINE for ALL SUBMISSIONS for the
March 2020 issue is 10th February 2020 to our
email address: nibleyote@gmail.com
Dave Beer
Sue Devine
Di Hay
Alan Shrimpton

546251
543748
544965
544409

Shirley Chalmers
Dave Earle
Alison Edwards

542717
546659
543441

& POTTING SHED CAFÉ
Fabulous Farm Shop on your doorstep offering
Lots of homemade and locally supplied produce
Call in and see us
Open 7 days a week
01453 521546

If any other publication wishes to use items from this newsletter, kindly
contact one of the editors.

Printed by UWE Bristol

Printed on recycled paper

www.uwe.ac.uk/printing
Email: printing@uwe.ac.uk
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Tel: 0117 328 4670

Enjoying the new lawn and playing equipment

DONATION FROM
NIBLEY MUSIC
FESTIVAL

‘Ready for the
picnic’, Maggie 4th
from the left above
and also right,below

IS LIFE-CHANGING
FOR THE REFUGEE
CHILDREN OF SYRIA
To think that money donated from a Music Festival held in a
small Gloucestershire village can make such a difference to the
lives of refugee Syrian children who have almost nothing is
incredibly heart-warming.
We have recently heard from Maggie Tookey, (Julia Taylor’s
cousin), regarding the generous grant from the North Nibley
Music Festival to Edinburgh Direct Aid. Project Manager Maggie
has recently returned from the Lebanon/Syria border. The
donation went towards their “Garden Project” at the Balsam
School for disabled children on the Lebanon/Syrian border.
Maggie herself says …
“Let me just tell you that the grant from Nibley Music Festival
has brought the greatest pleasure and excitement to all the
children and volunteer staff at the Balsam school.
My Syrian team had already begun preparations for the garden
before I arrived and then we went into overdrive to collect 60
square metres of proper turf from many miles away in the Bekaa
Valley. Arsal is rock and sand so there was no chance of
collecting even a blade of grass from there!
Our Metalwork Craft Vocational Training students made all the
swings and the slide and the specially constructed wheelchair
swing and we brought in several tons of sand for a soft landing
for safety.
The work was carried out on land at the back of the school the landowner kindly allowing us
a large space on a patch of rare
soil - the children had no access
to this area until we were ready
for the official opening on

More fun on the lawn

December 3rd . if you ever watched
Groundforce with Alan Titchmarsh in
the 1990's where the house owner suddenly returns to find their
garden transformed - the opening was a bit like this but 100
times better!
The pictures speak for themselves - the children were almost
disbelieving when they were led or wheeled along the special
safety walkway into the new garden. The contrast with what
surrounds them in their camps couldn't be more different.
Maybe some of them remember their gardens in Syria but they
now have a new haven to play and have fun and somewhere
outside to breathe fresh air. They haven't had this for a few
years now since they fled the war just over the nearby hills.
We danced and sang and swung and slid down the slide and
had a huge feast on the new lawn, all cooked and baked by the
teachers.
This is one of the nicest projects I've been involved with and the
fact that it will always be there for them as long as they are
unable to return to Syria, is very satisfying. We even have a
designated 'grass' person who has the responsibility of keeping
the new lawn cut and watered.
So many thanks once again to all who allowed this funding from
Nibley - every penny has been spent on a brilliant result.”
Maggie.
HUNDREDS OF KNITTED TEDDIES GIVE SO MUCH JOY
In addition to this, many Nibley people and others further afield
have been knitting teddies over the past few years which we
regularly send on to Edinburgh Direct Aid – several hundred
have been supplied for distribution to the refugee children of
Syria and Maggie tells us that they genuinely help bring some
joy to the children.
Thank you so much to all those that have supplied these
teddies.

Swing time!

Trying the new swing.

Ready to go ?

Picnic on new lawn.

