
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 26th April 2020  

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

No Services in the Tyndale Benefice until 

further notice 

All church buildings are now CLOSED 
 

Collect: 
Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 

with the sight of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen 

life 

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
First Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. 

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with 

certainty that God has made him both Lord and 

Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 

said to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what 

should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so 

that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for 

your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he testified 

with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 

‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those 

who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day 

about three thousand persons were added. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 

impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear 

during the time of your exile. You know that you were 

ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or 

gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 

lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before 

the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end 

of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 

glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience 

to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love 

one another deeply from the heart. You have been born 

anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through 

the living and enduring word of God. 
 

Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a 

village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these 

things that had happened. While they were talking and 

discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 

them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing 

him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with 

each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, 

looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What 

things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, and how our chief priests 

and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 

and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one 

to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 

third day since these things took place. Moreover, some 

women of our group astounded us. They were at the 

tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his 

body there, they came back and told us that they had 

indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 

alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 

and found it just as the women had said; but they did not 

see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you 

are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have declared! Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 

glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 

he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, 

he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged 

him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to 

stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 

them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 

him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each 



other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and 

returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and 

their companions gathered together. They were saying, 

‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 

Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread. 
 

Reflection from Revd Morag Langley 

As they plodded wearily along the road to Emmaus, 

Cleopas and friend were talking about the events of the 

past few days and trying to make sense of them. But they 

were totally discombobulated for their life had turned 

upside down. One week previously, Jesus their Lord had 

entered Jerusalem to shouts of “Hosanna!” but a few 

days later those shouts had turned to “Crucify!” And then 

that very morning some women had told the disciples 

that Jesus was alive and had appeared to them! It didn’t 

make sense.  

People across the world are currently going through a 

similar experience. How are we making sense of and 

adapting to the change in circumstances? Some keep to 

as normal a pattern of life as possible; some find a new 

rhythm of life; some do what they can each day - in 

gardens and homes, with new hobbies, helping 

neighbours. Some find themselves strangely emotional: 

fearful, weeping, getting angry or upset (mental health 

experts say these are typical reactions). Some reflect on 

what is happening and what the future will bring.  

As Cleopas and friend journeyed, they were joined by 

another who explained that what had happened to Jesus 

was foretold in the Scriptures.  

The joy of being a Christian is trusting that Jesus walks 

with us throughout our life especially in the darkest 

times, and the Holy Spirit will explain the Scriptures as 

we read them.  

When they reached their journey’s end, Cleopas and 

friend invited the stranger to join them for supper.  

Caring for others - family, friends, neighbours - has 

taken on new meaning as most people try to look after 

those closest to them. But that question the lawyer asked 

Jesus is still relevant: who is my neighbour? On 

Thursday evenings many stand outside to clap those 

keeping the country going - in hospitals and care homes, 

shops, collecting our rubbish, making meals and running 

food banks … These people, many on minimum wage, 

are now recognised as essential to the common 

wellbeing. How will they be valued after the crisis has 

passed? How will people care for those across the world 

living at the very margins of society?  

Cleopas and friend set a meal on the table and the 

stranger takes bread, blesses it, breaks it and gives it. In 

those actions they recognise him - Jesus! Jesus had 

travelled with them that day; Jesus had explained his 

story to them. That moment changed their life forever. 

Late though it was, they returned to Jerusalem to tell the 

disciples.  

What will life be like when this crisis has passed - life 

for us in this beautiful part of the Cotswolds, and life for 

others around the world? What will we, the global we, 

learn from the enforced lockdown (for it is the ‘stay-at-

homes’ who could have time to reflect)? It is my prayer 

that kindness and care for others will grow so that all 

have a fair share of the world’s goods. It is my prayer 

that we will see the beauty of the world and its living 

creatures without much of the pollution that has come 

from the way of life of many in the first world countries. 

And it is my prayer that in this time of physical 

distancing, Christians will reflect on and begin to 

practise new ways of life that show our love for God, our 

love for the world and the living creatures that God 

created, and our love for the peoples of the world for 

whom Jesus gave his life, with the result that the 

transforming love of Christ will be seen in all the world 

in new ways that will enable everyone to “live life in all 

its fullness.” 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Bea Bainbridge who died on 23rd April 
 

Daily Prayer - for the world, the church, and those who 

are unwell - will still be said at 9.00, by individuals in 

their own homes 
 

Please pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

27th: Heather Joy Albrecht (2013) 

28th: U.A. Fanthorpe (2009) 

 Sidney Hubert King (2017) 

30th: Hubert Grimes 

 Hans-Ekhart (John) Albrecht (2009) 

MAY 

1st:       Reuben Hall (1997)  

 Elsie Davies (2017) 

2nd: Mary Dezille (2016) 
 

Nibley 

26th: Norman Gardner (1991) 

28th: Patricia Cornock Tudor (2003) 

 Claude Smith (1998) 

 Ronald (‘Ron’) Keynton (2013) 
 

This month St. Mary’s is being remembered in the 

town’s prayers.  
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, and at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 



for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 

 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature and you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist, and at Healing and Wholeness Services? 

There is a small group of people who are trained and 

who are able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring 

the Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 

 
 

***** Notices ***** 
 

Food Bank – If you can donate food, they are very 

pleased to receive it. Collection point is the Co-op in 

Wotton, Tesco in Cam. They need: baked beans; small 

bags of sugar; pasta and sauce; tinned fruit; tinned 

pulses; tinned custard; rice pudding; UHT milk; UHT 

fruit juice or cordial; instant mash; shampoo. 

If you would like to donate money, please go to their 

website – www.strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk 
 

Live Services from the BBC – BBC Radio 4’s daily 

service is live at 9.45am on BBC Radio 4 LW (long 

wave) or on the DAB side channel. 

Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each Sunday. 

Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

 

 

The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish 

within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility 

during the vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right 

person for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their 

ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
 

Wotton Churchwardens numbers: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 

mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

