
Battle of Nibley Green 1470 - The 550th Commemoration   

  ON THE EDGE    MARCH  2020

WALK  

 Members of the North 
Nibley Historical Group 
will be making a 
commemorative guided 
walk of the Battlefield on 
Saturday 21st March.  

Anyone who would like to join a 
similar guided walk later this year 
can book for Saturday 

12th September at 10.30  with Adam 
Dolling of the Battlefields Trust.  His 
contact details are:  
asdolling@hotmail.com or 07968 722973


TALK 

There will be a talk by Professor Peter 
Fleming, Co-author of “Gloucestershire’s 
Forgotten Battle” on Friday 20th March at 
7.30 pm in the Village Hall

Tickets are free and available from the 
Hub. 

Admission by ticket only


EXHIBITION 

There will be an exhibition in the Church 
about the Battle; the church was partly 
built by the victorious Lord Berkeley.

Saturday 21st and  Sunday 22nd March 
11am - 4.00pm.  

All welcome! Admission Free!


Commemorative weekend of events - Friday 20th March - Sunday 22nd March 

Issue 260

This painting which depicts the battle is by a local artist. 
It hangs in Nibley House


Turn to the back page to see the story behind the battle... 

LISLE BERKELEY

mailto:asdolling@hotmail.com
mailto:asdolling@hotmail.com


Angela Rendell AFIAP came 
along to North Nibley 
Village Hall on a cold, damp 
January evening to judge 
Tyndale Photography Club's 
first competition of 2020. 
Angela, who was 
accompanied by her 
daughter, certainly had her 
work cut out judging 
twenty four print entries 
and seventy digital images. 
The prints entered were to 
a set subject  - Landscapes 
in the British Isles - and the 
digital images were of an 
open subject. Angela 

commented on the quality of the images and complimented the club for its high standard of 
photography. Her constructive comments and interesting tips were of great benefit to all present. She 
told the club members that she enjoys judging and never, unless an emergency occurs, does cold judging. 
She likes to spend time before 'competition night' taking a 'good look' at each entry so that she feels 
absolutely confident that she has given each image a fair mark.  
For more information about the club and to view all the winning images visit   www.tyndalephoto.org 

TYNDALE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

Bill Beere 

Phragmites Bed at Purton 

PRINT SECTION 
1st – Bill Beere – Phragmites Bed at Purton 
2nd – George Ryske – Bridge over Canal 
3rd – Brian Wetton – The Ozleworth Valley 
DIVISION ONE 
1st – Jenny Fryer – The tree at Lake Wanaka NZ 
2nd – Mike Smith – Little Owl 
3rd – Brian Wetton – Swirling Flamenco 
 

DIVISION TWO 
1st – Andrew Daniels – Flight Path through 
Flowers 
2nd – Steve Stone – Sign of the Times 
3rd – David Brookes - Maize 

Commemoration 

of the 550th 

anniversary of 

our Battle of 

Nibley Green, 

1470 

 

Don’t miss the 

weekend of 

events Fri 20 

March -  Sun 

22 March 

 

Details on the 

front and back 

cover 
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T 
ony Griffith entertained us with a variety of magic tricks 

and conversation.  

Sleight of hand and the hand quicker than the eye were only 

a few from his repertoire. He also explained some of the 

scientific principles and how much mathematics and science combine 

to puzzle us. A member of the magic circle, he has lectured and entertained in 

many countries. An enjoyable show. 

Future dates: 

March 9th  Roly Brown and the Berkeley Estate. 

April 6th Tarragon from the Hub: from there to here.  NB. First Monday 

because of Easter.  

Meetings  2nd Monday of the month at 2.30 in the Village Hall.  Visitors and 

new members welcome.  

EYE 

VILLAGE 

D 
uring February we 

have had lots of fun 

exp lo r in g  and 

learning about the 

Chinese New Year – the year of 

the Rat.  The children have 

learnt new skills like Chinese 

writing and how to use 

chopsticks.  Both of which they 

were very good at and the children really enjoyed tasting 

Chinese food. 

We have been creative by making different kinds of rats.  

We made shape rats and spoke with the children about 

the different shapes we used.  Then we all worked 

together in making our own big rat! 

For this month, March, we will be talking about Spring 

together with enjoying pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, 

talking about Lent and Easter and, of course, doing 

activities with the children ahead of Mother’s Day. 

 

A date for your diary: The Pre-school’s third annual 

Easter Egg Hunt is on Tuesday 7 April, 10am to 4pm 

starting from the Village Hall, 

costing £2.50 per entry.  Look out 

for our posters around the village 

and in the Community Hub. 

If you want to see what we have 

been up to, find and follow us on 

Facebook. 

 

North Nibley Pre-school operates 

Monday to Friday, term time only.  

We are a registered provider with 

Gloucestershire County Council and 

are able to accept funding for 2s, 3s 

and 4 year olds together with 30 

hours (extended entitlement) free 

childcare.  Look at our website for 

con t ac t  de t a i l s  and  more 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

(www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk) 

NORTH NIBLEY PRE-SCHOOL 
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Road number and 

name 

From To Total 

distance 

Parish Type of 

Restriction 

C/259 The Street Junction 

B4060 

Junction 

Lowerhouse 

Lane 

300m North Nibley Closure & No 

Parking / No Waiting 

41517 Barrs Lane Junction 

B4060 

Junction 

Smarts Green 

450m North Nibley Closure & No 

Parking / No Waiting 

NOTES FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 

Resulting from the 
February Meeting of 
the Parish Council 
there are several 
opportunities for you 
to become involved in 
m a i n t a in in g  an d 
improving the facilities 
of North Nibley... 

Village Clean-up Day 
This will take place this year on Saturday 21 
March at 09:00, as usual equipment will be 
provided and volunteers can do as little or as 
much as they wish. 

One area of keeping our 
village clean that we seem 
to be struggling with at the 
moment is Dog Fouling. The 
requirement to “pick up the poo” is 

not just in the centre of the village but 
on all lanes and public areas. Failure 
to do so incurs large fines. North 
Nibley does not have a dog poo fairy 
so please be a responsible dog 
owner.  

Parish Council Elections  
will be held on Thursday 7 
May and all district wards and 
parish/town councils will have 
elections on this day. All 
candidates wishing to stand 
must complete a nomination 
paper and packs will be sent to 
the Clerks from 11 February. 
Completed papers must be 
taken personally to Stroud 
DIstrict Council between 24 
March and 8 April. For further 
information please contact the 
Parish Council and we will be 
happy to go through the 
process with prospective 
candidates. 

Annual Parish Meeting  
will take place on 6 April and it is 

a fantastic opportunity for 

parishioners to hear what the 

council have been doing during 

the previous year and plans for 

the coming one. This year we will 

be having a presentation from a 

parishioner regarding a proposed 

new play area in the village. A lot 

of work has already been done by 

this gentleman looking at nearby 

vil lages who have either 

improved or newly installed play 

equipment. How did they raise 

the money; what designs; and 

what will happen going forward 

regarding maintenance. In order 

for this to move forward it will 

require in the first instance a 

group of people who can commit 

to making this happen, the Parish 

Council are looking forward to 

working closely with this group 

and having a presence on it. 

T 
o allow for the 
installation of 
s u p e r f a s t 
b r o a d b a n d , 

there will be temporary 
rolling road closures in 
North Nibley. 
Please see the closure 
schedule below. 
M a p s  s h o w i n g 
intended closure and 
diversion routes are on 
display in the Village 
Hub. 

If you require any further 
information regarding these 
closures please contact the 
office on 08000 514514. 

Caroline Cogram 

Gloucestersh i re County 
Council 

Roadspace Co-ordinator 
(Stroud District Area) 

SCHEDULE 
From 16th March 2020 to 12th April 
2020 the following roads will be 
subject to rolling temporary road 
closures. Advanced warning of dates 
will be displayed by signs on site.  
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o n 1st September, 
Hurricane Dorian 

hit the Abacos Islands in the 
north of the Bahamas. 
W ind spe eds  r each ed 
220mph (352km/h), but the 
ground speed of the storm 
system was very slow, 
meaning it remained over 
the Bahamas for days, 
wreaking destruction. The 
main towns were flooded by 
storm surges, metres above 
normal sea levels. The powerful winds and water ripped 
houses apart, tore boats from moorings and dragged vehicles 
and debris across the islands. 
Following a request for assistance from the Deputy PM and the 
Grand Bahama Port Authority, DART (Disaster Aborist 
Response Team) International UK sent one team member to 
assess the situation and prepare the ground for a four-man 
team deployment. Their aim: “to provide focused tree related 
relief to communities and individuals affected by Hurricane  
Dorian,  and in addition provide appropriate training, PPE and 
equipment for increased resilience of these communities going 
forward” . 

This was no Bahamian holiday. With so much devastation, the 
problems which DART trains its members for  became evident. 
Landing in Freeport, Grand Bahama, on 20th September, to 
find most of the airport demolished, arrivals halls and baggage 
reclaim were out of the question, so 250Kg of equipment had 
to be unloaded by hand. The team’s accommodation had a 
swimming pool—actually it was a swimming pool; empty, so it 
proved a suitable flat place for sleeping mats and mosquito 
nets. Catering provision was primarily from military-style ration 
packs; another advantage of the team’s background and 
training. Then there’s the transport. Finding a suitable intact, 
and available vehicle, not to mention fuel for it and the 
chainsaws, is not easy on a post-hurricane island. 

From then on it was full-on hard work in high temperature and 
humidity. Here are some extracts from Team Leader Graham 
Beer’s report to DART HQ, and the United Nations/NEMA 
(National Emergency Management Agency): 

21st Sept: the full 5 man team deployed out to forward base at 
Turtle Reef. From here they proceeded to clear fallen trees 
and debris which were blocking access to a property. The 
owner of this property was concerned about looters, and with 
the help of the DART team was able to access his property to 
remove valuables. Two tracks were cleared to several 
properties.  
22nd: Two members of the team headed to Sweetings Cay. 
Whilst there they were able to clear trees from houses and 
open up coastal access. They also helped Team Rubicon (a 
disaster relief UK charity) with a school project. The remaining 
three members of the team cleared several trees in the 
Bishops area which were close to buildings and prevented 
repair work from being carried out. In the evening we assisted 
to distribute aid supplies to local communities.  
24th: The full team of five carried out a dangerous tree 
removal which had fallen on the roof of a property in Bishops, 
and was in danger of falling further and damaging the roof or 
injuring people. Using our specialist skills and climbing 

equipment we were able 
to safely remove these 
trees.  
2 5 t h :  F o l l o w i n g 
information the team 
headed to Macleans 
Town where there was 
extensive damage to 
trees and buildings, 
including one large tree 
blocking access to a 
house. The team also 
had to travel through 

several bush fires at the side of the road, however we were 
then able to relay to other NGO’s the severity of these fires. 
This was important as they were preventing some aid supplies 
from getting through. 
27th: Following the team's return to Freeport,  the kit and 

equipment was sorted for the training phase of the 
deployment. A training plan was also put together, which 
reflected the various challenges facing both the volunteer 
trainees (from Bahamian National Trust—BNT) and the team 
instructing. 
2nd October: Once the training team were happy with the 
trainees' skills and safety with the equipment, a handover 
was carried out. This involved the BNT Centre and staff being 
presented with chainsaws, PPE including boots, gloves, 
trousers and helmets. In addition to this, they were given 
maintenance tools, a rope and pulleys, handsaws and some 
spares. This will leave a lasting legacy of resilience on Grand 
Bahama for the future, and will also assist greatly in the 
BNT's efforts to restore their reserves. 
3rd Oct: The team departed Bahamas, having successfully 
achieved the aim of the mission. 
 
DART are indebted to their main sponsors: Makita for 
mechanical equipment; and Stein for PPE, climbing and 
rigging equipment.  
Being volunteers, mostly self-employed arborists, the teams 
give their time for training and deployment such as this. 
If you would like to donate to DART it would be greatly 
appreciated:  

DART International UK  on justgiving.com 

DART  off to the Bahamas 
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News from the Hub 

Prescription delivery 
We have negotiated the return of the weekly prescription delivery from the Chipping  
Surgery in Symn Lane.  Please let us know if patients of the Walnut Tree or Acorn practices  
in May Lane would be interested in us pursuing the same service. 

Muddy Boots welcome! 
Now that the weather is cheering up and Spring has pretty much sprung, we are delighted to  
have become a pit stop for walkers, riders and cyclists along the Cotswold Way.   At the  
suggestion of one such group, we have placed small posters along the routes from Dursley  
and Wotton to guide them in.  Every group has been delighted to find a place that welcomes folk 
with muddy boots (and provides a toilet) and they have promised to spread the word about the  
high quality fare and warm welcome on offer.   

Knit & Natter    
After our first convivial get together to knit for www.knitasquare.com, we hope to make this a  
regular event.  Please see the ‘For Your Diary’ box below and keep an eye on our Facebook  
page for future events. 

Calligraphy Workshop and this month’s featured artist  
Next to display on our walls, Jess Potts has more than one string to her bow and we were 
delighted that she agreed to run the calligraphy workshop for us on 15 March.  This event sold 
out within 2 days of announcing it on Facebook and Instagram, so a  
further two dates have been added.  Please see the poster on the  
facing page for more details.  These will be popular events with  
limited space so please book a.s.a.p. to ensure your place.   
 
In addition, Jess will be showing her artwork in the Hub when she  
runs her workshops.  The wide range of media she uses shows  
what a talented and versatile artist she is.  Come in and take a look.  

Easter is coming … 
The crème eggs have been on sale for a while but we will be  
adding to our range as Easter draws nearer.  We will confirm our 
Easter opening hours in the next edition of OTE. 

T and Cakes and… Sausage Rolls! 
Those who have visited the coffee shop will know about the 
impressive range of high quality cakes, scones and sweet treats  
on offer, from old favourites to Tarragon’s creative combinations  
of flavours.  Did you know that she also has delicious  
vegan and gluten-free offerings and has experimented  
with the ingredients to make these variations almost 
indistinguishable from the original recipes?  And the sausage rolls 
which were requested (you asked, we provided) have become a firm 
favourite.  Non-dairy milk is always available for teas and coffees too. 

Need an emergency bouquet?  
Michelle at Posey Rose is now entering her busy wedding season so she 
hopes to have bouquets to sell in The Hub.  These lovely arrangements  
have been snapped up really swiftly in the past, so keep an eye out for  
them.  If you need something more specific contact Michelle direct:  
hello@poseyrose.co.uk 

And finally… 
Don’t forget our business card display service for local traders. 
Leave your card on our display for just £10 per annum.

North Nibley Community Hub

Knit & Natter Session @ 10:30 
 

with Beth Anderson, equipment 
and teaching provided, for 
beginners and experienced knitters 
alike

For Your Diary…   15th Mar Stop Press 

The Hub is pleased to announce 
that new SQUARE cafe tables with 

pedestal legs will be arriving in 
early March.  No more tripping over 

table legs, and they will push 
together nicely for those 
impromptu larger groups.

Coffee time Basic supplies… and books!

Open from Thursday to Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:30 pm
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St Martin’s  
 

PARISH CHURCH 
North Nibley 
 

Rev’d Peter Marsh 01453 547521  
(not after 7.00 pm, please)                
 pcemarsh@gmail.com  
Churchwarden, Wynne Holcombe  
01453 542091          
WEBSITE   
northnibleychurch.uk  

SERVICES IN MARCH 
 
Sunday 1st: First Sunday of Lent 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

Sunday 8th: Second Sunday of 
Lent 
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30 Family Service 
 

Sunday 15th: Third Sunday of Lent 
9.30am Parish Eucharist 
 

Sunday 22nd: Fourth Sunday of 
Lent & Mothering Sunday 
9.30am Family Communion for 
Mothering Sunday 
 
Sunday 29th: Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8am Holy Communion 
9.30 Matins 
 

Every Wednesday  5.00pm 
Evening Prayer   

Wotton-under –Edge 

VIGIL MASS 5.30pm SATURDAY 

NO Mass on Sundays 
Masses at Thornbury: Sunday 8.30&11am 
Weekday Masses: usually twice weekly 
9.15am - check bulletin & website 
www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk  
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Before 
or after Masses as required 
Emergency Contact: Father George 
Malecki on 07539 289248 or Parish 
Office on 01454 412223  

MARCH CLEANING ROTA     
1st  Liz Pedley 
8th   Jo Patteson 
15th    Tricia Hall & Barbara Hall 
29th  Pam Lewis & Sue Devine 
 

 

The Associate Priest’s Ramblings  

A young single mum that I meet every day in Bath gets herself and her toddler 

up at 5am at least 6 days a week. She pushes the pushchair for 40 minutes in all 

weathers to get to her cleaning job. She does this because she wants to be as 

financially self-sufficient as possible because she has her baby to think of. Every 

morning the toddler helps me to unload the trays and put bread up onto the 

counter and then gets into the empty tray, which is sat on a set of wheels, and 

we whizz around the restaurant to loud screeches of laughter. It is the highlight 

of my morning. However, the thing is, if the toddler is feeling ill or just fed up 

and is screaming her head off, I can just stand there and say, “Oh dear!” and 

walk away. Mum can’t do that.   

Being a mother or carer of a child of any age is hard work and it doesn’t seem to 

get any easier the older the child gets. As they develop a sense of self and their 

surroundings, emotional problems start to kick in followed of course by 

hormones. At this stage, life gets really interesting. Harry Enfield’s ‘Kevin’ 

depicted a teenager that was really funny to watch on TV but, in reality, is every 

parent and carer’s living nightmare. And of course, as the Angel Gabriel told 

Mary, mother of Christ, “Your soul will be pierced by a sword”. 

As luck would have it, Nibley Churches Together team have booked four 

professional speakers to help us parents, carers and grand-parents through 

childcare. The sessions cover how things have changed for parents, what are the 

pressures on parents and children, children and sexuality, and children and the 

future.        

These sessions are free, run from 7:15 – 8.45 in the Chapel and the dates are 

2nd, 9th, 23rd and 30th March. If you’ve got children and you don’t come then, as 

Kevin said, “You’re just so boring!” 

Peter Marsh 

9.30am Sunday 22nd 

Mothering Sunday 
Family Communion  

Wednesday 4 March, 2.15 in the Parish Rm, 
W-u-E: Ann Greenhalgh on work in Zambia 

Wednesday 18 March, 7.30 in the Parish Rm, 
W-u-E: Janet Walshe on the life of a 
councillor 
Wednesday 25th March, 2pm St Giles Uley, Lady Day Service, with Rev Jane 
Wood 
Wednesday 1 April, 2.15 in the Parish Rm, W-u-E:   Eddie Garrard on a 
choirmaster’s life 
 

Visitors always welcome   Sue Plant   Tel: 01453  845157  

 

MARCH:  
NO 
FLOWERS 
(LENT)  

With 

Refreshments  
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DANCEFIT  
Every Thursday  

10.00 - 11. 00 am 
£5 a session Pay as you go.  

Come and join us! 

 

DRAMA  CLUB  
Every Friday 6.00 - 7.00 pm  

in term time  
For kids in years 5,6 & 7.   

£2.50 a session. 

TABLE TENNIS   
Tuesdays in term time 10 - 11.30 am 

£1.50 includes coffee and biscuits 

COMMUNITY CHOIR       
Tuesday evenings  7.30pm                        

Led by Rowan Armes  
(Term time only) 

All welcome to join—any queries to: 
rowanarmes@btinternet.com 

ART CLUB  
Every Wednesday  

10.00am - 12.30pm  
A very peaceful way to spend a morning.  Not 
sure if it’s for you? Pop your head round the 

door and come in for coffee and chat . No 
regular commitment.  

               Wednesday  
     10am-12pm 

            CHAPEL CAFé   
Come and enjoy  coffee,  tea, cake 
and good company. 
 
ALL WELCOME! 

 

REGULAR COMMUNITY 
EVENTS  

For more details   contact : 
Rosie Casken  07977454083 

 www.northnibleychapel.org.uk  

The Chapel is available for weddings,  
christenings, and funerals.  

Contact: Rosie Casken, Chapel Development Worker, 
mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk         07977454083  

Dave Purnell   
davidpurnell48@hotmail.com    07775876738  

You are welcome to hire the Chapel for your event. 

World Day of Prayer 
Service 

 

Friday March 6th  at 2pm 
   

Prepared by the women of 
Zimbabwe 

 

Everyone Welcome! 

    A Busy Saturday—21st March 
   Messy Church 

for  

Mothering  

Sunday 

10.00 - 11.30 am   

         starting with breakfast. 
YOU CAN  SUPPORT MESSY CHURCH AND 

THE VILLAGE CLEAN UP!  

JUST SELECT YOUR AREA AND COLLECT 

YOUR EQUIPMENT  BEFORE MESSY CHURCH. 

CLEAR YOUR CHOSEN AREA AFTERWARDS   

Attention all Parents and Grandparents 
 

    What are the pressures on 

 our children and their  

 parents today? 

              How can we help?   

 

 

Topics to include anxiety and low self-esteem, 
exam pressures… 
The more we understand, the better we can support. 

For informed discussion,  
come along to the Chapel     
on Mondays March 2nd, 9th, 
23rd , & 30th 
7.15 (coffee) till 8.45pm 
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JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   

LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  

 Individual Design 

 Doors, windows, Stairs 

 Conservation Work 
 

TEL/FAX: 07973 360131 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 

 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 

 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 

Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

RK AERIALS 
Aerials & Satellites 
Serviced & Installed 

 

SKY DIGITAL FREEVIEW 
SETTING UP of TVs, DVDs, VCRs 

 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE 
 
 Call Roger Kloiber 
 

  

 07789 044956  

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 

 Tel: 01453 546557 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 

 Extensions 

 Outside Lighting 

NO Job Too Small 
 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

WOTTON TYRE AND 
EXHAUST CENTRE 

01453 844444 
Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd, 

Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF 
 

Celebrating 23 Years Serving 
Wotton & Surrounding Areas 
www.wottontyres.co.uk 

 

Friendly Local Service 

Home Solutions    
for all your  maintenance 
and building needs... 

 Renovation-Extensions 

 Bathrooms-Kitchens 

 Roofing-Plumbing-Electrical 

 Internal/External Decorating 
 

Tel: 01453 546178 
Mob: 07788 560066. 

home-solutions@talk21.com  

WOTTON DENTAL 

CLINIC 

All your needs for 
healthy teeth 

& gums 

All enquires & 
appointments 

Call: 01453 844428  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available throughout the year for  

Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events. 

 Bed and Breakfast   

Events and Reservations  01453 543108   

www.nibleyhouse.co.uk  

Nibley House 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

 

T. 01453 542494 

M. 07870 564228 

timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 

www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

The Black Horse Inn  - North Nibley 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS 

  TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY 

  COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE  ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE  

  COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE 

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND  BEER GARDEN 

 

Contact: 01453 543777 
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk  

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 

George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 

*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  
Gardening Services     

*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 

 
          Servicing & Car Repairs 
   All Under One Roof 
               M.O.T’s on Cars, Vans, & Taxi Tests             

 Scanning, Fault Code Reading                                                      
   and much  more…… 

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.u

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
                                       

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 
LOGS  AND KINDLING 

                                                                                                                            
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 

STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

 

Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      

 R.A.W.DECORATING 
  

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

RICHARD  WILLEY  
 

07776016159              
01453 541932  

 
RichardWilley1@btinternet.com  

£5.00 OFF 
YOUR NEXT 
CAR M.O.T 
WITH THIS 

ADVERT
(VALID TILL 

01.01.20) 
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HAPPENINGS AT THE HALL 

www.northnibleyhall.org.uk 

What a great show they gave us 
 
If you know of an act that other folk in 
North Nibley might enjoy please tell us 

 Monday Lunch   

    30th March    

12.30 for 1pm 

WOTTON FARM SHOP       
& POTTING SHED CAFÉ 

 

Fabulous Farm Shop  on your doorstep offering  
Lots of homemade and locally supplied produce  

Call in and see us  
Open 7 days a week    01453 521546 

On The Edge - Editors & Contact Details                  
Please note that the deadline for ALL SUBMISSIONS for the April 2020 issue is  

10th March 2020 to our email address: nibleyote@gmail.com  
 

Dave Beer 546251        Shirley Chalmers    542717     Sue Devine     543748    Dave Earle    546659                                                     

Di Hay     544965            Alison Edwards     543441     Alan Shrimpton     544409 
 

 If any other publication wishes to use items from this newsletter, kindly contact one of the editors. 

Welcome to David and Janet who recently moved into Yew Tree Cottage in Barrs Lane  

Check out these Hall regulars: (Not forgetting Pre-School during term time) 
 
Mondays: Village Eye  2nd Monday each month  2—4pm  may change so check with Pat    01453 845154 
 
Mondays and Wednesdays Yoga with Annabel    6—7.15pm   07943 100979 
 
Tuesdays   Pilates with Ginny    7.30—9.30pm  07775 504578 
 
Wednesdays   Line Dancing with Maureen  7.30—9.30pm  01453 548680 
 
Thursdays   Tyndale Photography Club  7—10pm   01453 543485 
 

Hall AGM Monday 23rd March @ 7.30pm 

Printed by UWE Bristol 
www.uwe.ac.uk/printing

Printed on recycled paper
Email: printing@uwe.ac.uk
Tel: 0117 328 4670
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The story of the Battle of Nibley Green 
 The last pitched battle between private armies 

in England -March 1470 
Who fought? 

Thomas Talbot, Lord Lisle, challenged William, Lord 
Berkeley.  Lord Lisle lived in Wotton Manor and led 
about 300 supporters to battle.  Lord Berkeley and his 
brothers had 1,000 men. 


Why? 
An earlier Lord Berkeley, Thomas, had set up 
a legal restriction called an entail in 1349, 

which meant that only male heirs could inherit 
his barony, his castle and manors.  He was succeeded by 
his son and then his grandson, so for two generations 
the entail had no effect.  But his grandson, also 
Thomas, had married the heiress to Lord de Lisle, and 
the couple only had a daughter, Elizabeth.  Elizabeth, 
as you might imagine, was furious; she believed her 
rightful inheritance had gone to her cousin James 
Berkeley.  To make it worse, she too only had daughters, 
and they shared her fury.  


Over the following generations the Lisles and Berkeleys 
maintained the feud in court cases and by force – 
raiding each other’s homes in turn – the one side 
destroying half of Berkeley town, the other pulling down 
part of Wotton Manor.


In 1470 Elizabeth’s great-grandson Thomas Talbot, 
Lord Lisle, decided to sort it out once and for all, and 

issued his challenge. The site chosen was Nibley Green, 
halfway between Berkeley Castle and the Lisle manor at 
Wotton. 


What was the battle like? 
On the morning of 20th March 1470 Lord Lisle and his 
men marched from Wotton Manor and reached 
Shankley Hill by Nibley Church.


William, Lord Berkeley and his brothers had a far 
bigger army and approached through the woodland 
known as Michaelwood Chase, which provided hiding 
places.


Being on the hill gave Lisle a great advantage.  
But, aged only 21 and inexperienced, he came 
down to the Green and, lifting up the visor of his 
helmet, was shot in the face by an archer.


Many of Lisle’s men were killed, fleeing up towards the 
Church.  Tradition suggests that many dead from the 
battle were buried there.


What happened afterwards? 
Margaret Talbot, Lisle’s widow, sued Lord Berkeley for 
her husband’s murder and eventually received an 
annuity of £100 from him on agreeing to give up 
Wotton-under- Edge.


However, the dispute was not finally settled in court by 
later Berkeleys and Lisles until 1609, 192 years after it 
had begun.


Recommended reading: Gloucestershire’s Forgotten 
Battle: Nibley Green 1470 by Peter Fleming and 
Michael Wood 2003 Tempus Publishing.


North Nibley C of E Primary School plans a Commemorative match! 
The	school	is	hoping	to	arrange	a	commemoration	of	the	550th	anniversary	of	The	Battle	of	Nibley	

Green	on	Friday	20th	March	in	the	form	of	a	football	match!		
Since	North	Nibley	‘hosted’	the	original	battle	in	1470,	North	Nibley	C	of	E	Primary	School	has	
invited	The	British	School	(to	represent	the	Lisles,	who	lived	in	Wotton	Manor)	and	Berkeley	
Primary	School	to	a	commemorative	football	match	on	the	afternoon	of	Friday	20th	March.	

If	the	ground	proves	suitable	they	hope	to	play	a	round-robin	of	matches	on	the	original	battle	site.	
At	the	time	of	writing	arrangements	aren’t	finalised,	but	work	is	in	hand…	

Further	information	from				Paul	Batchelor,	Head	Teacher								www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk	

http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.northnibley.gloucs.sch.uk/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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