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May 2020

Christians worshipping, working and social distancing together in
Wotton under Edge

Keep Safe - Keep Caring -  Keep Praying

Easter 2020

And where is Jesus, this strange Easter day?
Not lost in our locked churches, any more
Than he was sealed in that dark sepulchre.
The locks are loosed; the stone is rolled away,
And he is up and risen, long before,
Alive, at large, and making his strong way
Into the world he gave his life to save,
No need to seek him in his empty grave.

He might have been a wafer in the hands
Of priests this day, or music from the lips
Of red-robed choristers, instead he slips
Away from church, shakes off our linen bands
To don his apron with a nurse: he grips
And lifts a stretcher, soothes with gentle hands
The frail flesh of the dying, gives them hope,
Breathes with the breathless, lends them strength to cope.

On Thursday we applauded, for he came
And served us in a thousand names and faces
Mopping our sickroom floors and catching traces
Of that virus which was death to him:
Good Friday happened in a thousand places
Where Jesus held the helpless, died with them
That they might share his Easter in their need,
Now they are risen with him, risen indeed.

Malcolm Guite
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No apologies for the appeals from charities in this edition of ‘together in
Wotton’.  The status quo has been impolitely turned on its head, and some of
those who were earning the money they needed to feed and clothes their
families are now in need of help from Foodbank or WAMA. Others find
themselves spending less, although their income has remained the same.
Some businesses have been given government grants without even asking:
many others will ‘go through the hoop’. And we have no way of knowing how
long the recovery from the effects of Covid-19 is going to take. For so many
people things will never be the same again.

Many charities, working all over the world, with people, young and old; with
specific illnesses; with animals, birds, environmental concerns, are seeing their
usual income decimated as fundraising events are cancelled. In 2019
participants in the London Marathon raised a record £66.4m for charity. Will
the postponed event take place in October? We will have to wait and see.

In May Wotton raises money for Christian Aid. Throughout the year we are
reminded that the Stroud Foodbank needs our support.

If you can help, please do so. If you need help - please ask.

The Long Table Community Kitchen feeds the 5000
in less than three weeks

In response to the Covid-19 crisis, The Long Table, supported by the Diocese
of Gloucester, has developed a project to feed people in need. The Long
Table are making delicious, healthy, home cooked food and delivering it to
doorsteps around the county. After launching in Stroud, The Long Table has
partnered with community kitchens across the county, including The Sober
Parrot in Cheltenham, The Clean Plate and Roots Cafe in Gloucester.
Together they’ve delivered over 5000 meals in just three weeks. This service
is available for anyone self isolating.

For just £25 you can get seven healthy and delicious meals, delivered pre-
frozen in recyclable and microwavable containers. Each meal bought helps to
finance free meals for those in most need - for people who are vulnerable and
struggling to afford food.

To Order meals please contact: Stroud District - Call: 01453 367499 / Email:
meals@thelongtableonline.com
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Well it was certainly Easter with a
difference and I wasn't sure how we were
going to celebrate. Down here in Somerset,
with all the local churches closed the clergy
are busy keeping in contact. Our house is
isolated with a lovely large garden, yet I
found myself quite lost with our chapel
family back up in Wotton, .However we
have managed to stay in touch with each
other in various ways. One of our members
has been busy making rainbow buntings
and sending them out which has been a
real delight. I had wondered how we would
celebrate Easter on our own but in fact it
was good. On Good Friday when I'm
always sad I received a phone call from
another member and I was treated not only
to a lovely chat but a recording of the Old
Rugged Cross the memory of which stayed
with me all day. Easter Sunday was special
too as I had also received a photo of a
beautiful garden with Wotton Hill in the

background, so I was able to stand in our garden with its panoramic views of the
surrounding hills with the photo and it linked us together and so I was able to
spend time with our risen Savior in the most beautiful surroundings. It has
turned out to be a very special Easter and one to remember. But for now we
have to stay at home.  Psalm 46 Brings great comfort and reassurance. There is
a hymn based on it with the verses:

Be still and know that I am God
I am the Lord that healeth thee
In thee oh Lord I put my trust,

Stay  safe and God bless you all.
Lois Etherington

Lois Etherington is the Pastor of the Oliver Memorial Chapel in Synwell.

In this edition there are also reflections from Revd Phil Summers, Minister at
Wotton United Church and Revd Tom Wharin of Wotton Baptist Church.

Thank you to them, and indeed to all the contributors.
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Praying for the Churches
May - Wotton Baptist Church

Tom Wharin writes:
Church home groups and leadership meetings have all moved online during
the lockdown, which has provided some challenges and some lovely
opportunities to engage with folks who might normally struggle to get out.

Lots of members have got involved with WAMA or other similar initiatives.
Like all of the churches, WBC includes various NHS frontline workers and
other key workers, folk on furlough and plenty of people in vulnerable
categories.   We’re praying for them and that we will use this tough time as an
opportunity for resurrection hope and new life.

Prayers for our time

Lord God, we entrust to you the families and communities
affected by Coronavirus, wherever they may be.
We pray especially for health care workers, that you may guide and protect
them.
We pray that your Spirit might inspire those researching new medicines and
treatments.
And in the midst of this, keep us strong in faith, hope and love. Grant us the
courage and perseverance to be good neighbours.
May the words of your Son Jesus Christ in the Our Father,
be our prayer as we entrust ourselves and all of us who are affected
to your infinite power and love.

Amen.
CAFOD: Adapted from an Ebola prayer by Caritas Guinea

We are not people of fear: we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety:
         we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity.
We are your people God, giving and loving,
         wherever we are, whatever it costs
For as long as it takes wherever you call us.

Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
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Zwift and What is Real
Over recent weeks, I have joined massed cycling events in Richmond Virginia,
Central London, New York City and Harrogate.  Participants have not been
observing social distancing rules and I have not seen a single law enforcement
officer.  Since the UK & US introduced social distancing measures these
events have got busier and busier with tens of thousands joining in from all
over the world.  In Yorkshire last week, the beautiful countryside was crammed
with athletes.

Zwift is a cycling app where
cyclists from across the
globe compete against
themselves and one another
on virtual courses using
smart trainers linked to
computers.   The number of
miles covered by users has
more than tripled since the
Coronavirus pandemic
began (now 3.5 million miles
per day).  Zwift designers
take elements of real-life
locations to make their
courses – you ride along the
Mall to Buckingham Palace,
past Bettys Tea Rooms in
Harrogate and around
Central Park in NYC.  Real
features are shuffled around to make them more interesting for cyclists (Box
Hill is just across the Thames from central London on Zwift!).  They have done
a pretty good job.

I have cycled in central London and Yorkshire.   Zwift Harrogate does have
grand Georgian buildings, roads lined by limestone walls, green fields, sheep
and the occasional traction engine.   But it does not have the smell of fresh
rain on dry fields it does not have the feel of the wind behind you and realistic
sounds of sheep and birds.  Zwift London does have Tower Bridge and Big
Ben, but it doesn’t have the buzz of city life or the thrill of being quicker than
the cars.  Zwift is frankly (and unsurprisingly) less real than cycling in the real
world.

I advised the kids in our church to read the Chronicles of Narnia whilst in
lockdown.  I’ve just finished re-reading The Last Battle again with our kids.  At
the end of the story the kings and queens leave the old Narnia behind and
come into the new Narnia (you’ve had 74 years to read it, so I’m not
apologising for the spoiler!).  What they discover is that things are the same –
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the same mountains, woods and valleys, but that everything is more real, the
fruit is more tasty, the air is fresher, the views are more beautiful.  They also
discover that they themselves are strengthened – aches and pains have gone
and they can run and run without tiring – they are themselves, but more real.
Lewis covers a similar theme in The Great Divorce where day trippers to
heaven realise that they are mere ghosts and that heaven is to solid – too real
- for them to choose inhabit and voluntarily return to the grey town.  Of course,
both fictions are drawn from a biblical vision of the future.  The new heaven
and the new earth: where the wealth, culture and creativity of all the nations
are preserved and unified for the Glory of God – the same stuff, but made real
and permanent.  The resurrection body of Jesus: solid to touch, but able to
pass unhindered through walls.   The same Jesus, but more real.   The hope
of Paul that we too will be raised imperishable – the same but more real.

I’m enjoying zwifting in Harrogate during lockdown, but real cycling in the real
Harrogate would be so much better.    There is much that is wonderful about
this life – even at a tough time like the present.  But the Christian hope is that
resurrection life will have every wonderful blessing of this life made more
real…. And no Coronavirus.

Tom Wharin

Holiday at Home 2020

The event had been planned for Tuesday and Wednesday, 11 & 12 August
but obviously, a big question mark hangs over this at the moment. Even if we
are all out of lockdown and back to (a new) normal, we would have to decide
whether it is a good idea to get together so many old and potentially vulnerable
people - and that's just the helpers.

What I would suggest is that you hold the dates and, if you have already
volunteered for a specific post, continue to work as though it is going ahead
without committing us to any expenditure, and where plans include people
outside of our churches, make it clear to them that this is very much
provisional.

It might be that instead of a 2-day event, we reduce it to just an afternoon tea.
At the moment we need to be very flexible in our thinking, but ready to leap
into action if it seems appropriate to go ahead with it in all its usual glory.

I know I can count on you all to pull together when needed! Thank you.

Judy Mills
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More News from Blue Coat School
 The online teaching and learning programme has been adopted and
implemented and daily activities set. Teachers and pupils are having to apply a
different style of communicating. It’s been a challenging process. Activities are
very varied, ranging from nature trails, paper aeroplane making, circuit training
and a shared novel read by the class teacher. We have approximately fifteen
children regularly attending school, those of key workers. A variety of exciting
sessions are planned by teachers who are rota’d on different days of the
weeks. One of my activities involved teaching the children about how to
operate the functions on an electric keyboard – the results were impressive…
LOUD and repetitive, thanks to the discovery of the demo button!

 Pupils in and out of school will shortly be encouraged
to engage with the Christian Aid website, ahead of CA
Week, to learn about the many ways in which the
charity supports and provides for the most vulnerable.
‘Global Explorers’ is a fantastic on-line interactive

learning platform –
if you are
interested in
finding out more
then follow this
link: https://www.globalexplorers.org.uk/
There are many real-life stories about
children living in poverty, for example,
Jeremiah from Kenya. Jeremiah lives in a
village where CA has worked with families
to improve water and sanitation.

Up on the school field a daffodil cross
bloomed during Easter and a photograph
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was shared on the ‘I love Wotton’ Facebook page. Ignite Club, along with the
help of members from Open the Book, planted bulbs last year so we were
delighted to see the shape of the cross return for the second year.

Have you spotted scarecrows around
the town? Blue Coat PTA teamed up
with organisers of The Wotton
Window Wonderland to promote the
Wotton Scarecrow Wonderland. Many
Blue Coat families are taking part and
this has brought much cheer and
happiness.

In the words of Christian Aid: Love
unites us all It is at times like these –
testing times – that we recognise we
are all in this together. Coronavirus
impacts all of us, but love unites us all.
The Blue Coat Community sends good
wishes and love to each and every one
of you. Jane Blaken
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Christian Aid Week: 10-16 May

Every May, the Christian Community
of Wotton-under-Edge comes together
to raise money for Christian Aid, and
to celebrate and pray for the work
being done by this charity.

Now, how are we going to manage that this year?

Christian Aid says:
“Christian Aid Week is moving online! We are building a vibrant, virtual
Christian Aid Week so you can still take part with your community. We’d love
you to join in and show love for our neighbours near and far, as a global
family. We have some brilliant new ways for you to get involved and celebrate
Christian Aid Week with us, including a quiz and a daily worship live stream
during the week itself.”

This is great, but not everyone uses the internet. Inevitably, the sum Wotton
gives is going to be reduced this year. However, if you want to support
Christian Aid week, there are many ways you can continue to do so such as

For everyone, whether you use the internet or not:- again suggested by
Christian Aid
A sponsored event such as Silence; Skip; Sing; Read. Run a marathon
(round and round and round your garden); Climb Kilimanjaro (up your stairs).
Write a book to sell after we come out of lockdown Recipes; Poetry; Favourite
places to visit guide; Short stories; Favourite walks
Craft items which can be sold after lockdown
Make a money box – add 50p for every healthy day in Lockdown. If you’re not
spending on travel – donate half of your usual expenditure each week.
Declutter – box your unwanted goods and put to one side , arrange an attic
sale for the Autumn
Those plants you were growing – they need not go to waste! They can be
sold at a social distance from your porch or from the end of your garden path
Plan a fundraiser for the Autumn

Using the internet you can:
Hold a Virtual Coffee morning or Breakfast/lunch/tea
Create a quiz for your group/village/area and pass around electronically –
collect pledges or donate online.
Write a letter to people of influence in your area – tell them about CA and ask
them to consider the charity as a recipient for social responsibility funding /
employee fundraising /collection box  etc
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Plant more seeds to nurture plants to sell later in the year

Or you may have ideas of your own.

No-one can deny that there will be many people in the UK who will encounter
loss and hardship and need our support at this time but Christian aid also
reminds us:

"The coronavirus outbreak threatens not only to jeopardise the health of a
region, but of the world. It has shown us that our futures are bound more
tightly together than ever before.
In times of crisis, more so than any other time, it is the poorest, most
vulnerable and marginalised who are at greatest risk.
The poorest will be worst affected
The coronavirus does not discriminate who it targets – rich or poor – our
experience has shown us that it will be the poorest who will bear the brunt.
We anticipate that some of the world's poorest countries, with the weakest
health systems and most vulnerable people, will be exposed to this deadly
virus. They will struggle to cope with any costs of healthcare, the costs of
being unable to earn a living while ill or quarantined, and the costs of
rebuilding their lives afterwards.
We see that the most adversely affected by Covid-19 are the elderly, those
with underlying health issues and compromised immune systems, for instance,
people living with HIV who are also homeless, or have no fixed income or
access to health services."
Christian Aid will use the lessons we learned from the Ebola crisis in Sierra
Leone, to mitigate the impact of the coronavirus.
In additon, Alison Sutton has set up a Justgiving page for Christian Aid. If you
follow the link below, you will be able to make a donation, or pay in any money
that you have collected, and if appropriate register for Gift Aid, allowing
Christian Aid to claim back the amount that you will have paid in Income Tax.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wotton-under-Edge-CA-Committee
If you want any further information, take a look at the Christian Aid website, or
contact Alison or any other of the Wotton Christian Aid Committee
Alison says: "Thank you for any help you are able to give.

Keep safe, keep caring, keep praying.

Alison Sutton  email suttonpanda75@gmail.com tel 01453 843224

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wotton-under-Edge-CA-Committee
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Stroud District Foodbank is
fully operational during the
Covid-19 lockdown period.
However, we have changed
how we operate:

•We are now working on a delivery only service, with all centres closed until
further notice.
•Access to vouchers will be by phone through our normal referrers and
deliveries arranged by phone through our office and by an army of volunteers.
•Supermarket collection baskets are still being emptied & processed weekly
•Please keep our phone lines and email clear for our clients, volunteers and
referrers.
•If you would like to donate food see list below. We have a Virgin Money
Giving page you can use if you want to donate money, or send a cheque or
donate via internet banking to our account number 21994911 and sort code
09-01-29. Full details on the website.

Our main objectives are:

1 To make sure food gets out to the most vulnerable:
We are fully engaged with all our referrers across the Stroud District to identify
those in need. This means people who have no access to money to buy their
own food.  Sadly we cannot be a delivery service to people who can afford
food but cannot leave the house.

2 To safeguard our volunteers:
We have ensured that all our most vulnerable volunteers can look after
themselves and their families during this time and we have created new
working practices to ensure social distancing advice.  (Unfortunately we can’t
take on any new volunteers at this time.)

3 To safeguard our staff:
We are operating from home offices answering emails, phone calls and
running distribution services from our homes. Please respect that we are not a
24/7 service and cannot always respond immediately. Our focus is first and
foremost to deliver food to those who need it, during weekday working hours.

Thank you so much for your incredible support!

Shopping list - April 2020
Baked beans
Small bags of sugar
Pasta & sauce

Tinned fruit
Tinned pulses
Tinned custard
Rice Pudding

UHT Milk
UHT fruit juice & cordial
Instant mash
Shampoo
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Happy Easter to you all! Although, what a strange Easter it is.

Firstly, I hope you are all staying safe, looking after one another and keeping
your spirits up. I know Covid-19 has put us in a difficult situation but I’m always
conscious of how privileged we are to have a strong community, an excellent,
accessible health service and a culture of peace and mutual support. This is
something to be treasured; it’s not the same across our world. Please
remember in your prayers those in our world who do not have the same
securities.

Talking of prayer, how are you doing? The practice of spending time with God
is not always straightforward and although we feel it should be easy, it can be
anything but. I’ve no idea how those early disciples approached their prayer
life. In the days immediately after Jesus’ crucifixion, with rumours of missing
bodies and visions of angels flying around, how did they settle themselves to
find time to be with the parent God that Jesus had taught them about? Many
would have been scared to visit a synagogue. After all, public opinion very
quickly changes and there were those around who would have happily handed
them over to the authorities. The followers of Jesus would fear the same
punishment that he received. So, in the midst of their turmoil, in the genuine
mix of hope and fear, they would have needed to find time to commune with
God. In these prayers they would have begun to explore what it meant to have
the risen Christ alongside them and for the Holy Spirit to lift, focus and inspire
them. It couldn’t have been easy. It would have been slow and awkward. I
imagine gaining a prayerful serenity was almost impossible, especially in those
early days. But the truth of the matter was that Jesus was indeed with them
and the Holy Spirit was filling them, strengthening them and healing them.

And our task is in line with theirs. In these days of confusion and fear we are
working out what it means to be prayerful followers of Jesus. At the moment
we can’t gather for worship. We have to rely on Aled Jones with Songs of
Praise compilations. I point you toward prayers that have been written for us,
we have stories and reflections, there is music and, as always, there is a great
wealth of truth , half truth and falsehoods available to us on the internet. What
do we do with it all? When we find ourselves separated from our community
how do we ensure that we stay connected with our God. Maybe here we find
the Easter hope; for each one of us is called to discover or re discover what is
at the heart of our worshipping life. As those early disciples looked back on the
life they had shared with Jesus they began to piece together what was central
to their spiritual life. They soon found, as Jesus had taught, that love for
neighbour goes hand in hand with love for God. How do we explore that in the
way we live and the way we pray? Look back over your years of faith and find
what is central to your own development. Find the music that inspires you, sing
again the song you sang. If you can, go for those gentle country walks, or find
those photos that you took but rarely look at, rejoice in family, friends and the
joy of times gone by. Find silence, if that is your thing. Read scripture and hear
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God speak. The question for us is the one that faced those post resurrection
followers of Jesus, ‘What is it that fuels your faith?’ Find that action, activity,
prayer or song and live it. Jesus is alive in us and nothing can separate us
from the love of God in Him. Now is the time to truly be church, alone together,
without walls, in our community and alongside our neighbour. Maybe, just
maybe, the Easter hope in these strange days will point us towards a new and
more authentic way of being the body of Christ.

Love and blessings to you all.

Keep safe, keep caring, keep praying.

Phil Summers

Easter Message from HM Elizabeth ll

(And a happy 94th birthday Your Majesty)

Many religions have festivals which celebrate light overcoming darkness.
Such occasions are often accompanied by the lighting of candles. They
seem to speak to every culture, and appeal to people of all faiths, and of
none. They are lit on birthday cakes and to mark family anniversaries,
when we gather happily around a source of light. It unites us.
As darkness falls on the Saturday before Easter Day, many Christians
would normally light candles together. In church, one light would pass to
another, spreading slowly and then more rapidly as more candles are lit.
It’s a way of showing how the good news of Christ’s resurrection has
been passed on from the first Easter by every generation until now.
This year, Easter will be different for many of us, but by keeping apart we
keep others safe. But Easter isn’t cancelled; indeed, we need Easter as
much as ever. The discovery of the risen Christ on the first Easter Day
gave his followers new hope and fresh purpose, and we can all take heart
from this. We know that Coronavirus will not overcome us. As dark as
death can be — particularly for those suffering with grief — light and life
are greater. May the living flame of the Easter hope be a steady guide as
we face the future.
I wish everyone of all faiths and denominations a blessed Easter.
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Dagoretti Covid-19 Update  - April 2020
We would like to thank those who have faithfully supported the Dagoretti
Corner Street Children Programme charity by prayer, attending the monthly
soup lunches and by other means. The Programme is currently supporting 9
ex-street boys living on the charity’s property in Dagoretti, in the outskirts of
Nairobi, Kenya. They are cared for by a young couple who live there with their
own 3 children.

As in most countries Kenya is under lock down to deal with COVID-19. So far,
there have been fewer cases of the virus than in the UK. Residents of Nairobi
are free to move around the city between 6am and 5pm each day but a curfew
is imposed at night. Schools have been closed and people advised to work
from home. Many of the boys the charity supports attend boarding schools so
they have all had to return to Dagoretti. To date none of them nor others
involved in the Programme has contracted the virus.

The charity is completely dependent on donations from the UK. These
donations come from a few individuals, monthly soup lunches, regular gifts
from Wotton Baptist Church and from other events held throughout the year.
As you will be aware the lock down in the UK has forced the monthly soup
lunches and other supporting events to be cancelled. This loss of income,
around £600 a month, is a quarter of that needed to run the Programme. If the
lock down were to continue for much longer then the charity would be in
severe difficulty as it has very little reserves. The boys’ future would be bleak.

This is the first time since the charity started 16 years ago that we have asked
for money. May we ask you to consider helping with this, hopefully, short term
financial shortfall by making a donation or even a loan to the charity. Those
who come to the soup lunches might like to donate the money they would
have spent on lunch.

The bank details are: Name: DCSCP A/C: 60457337 Sort Code: 20 33 83
Thank you for your support, UK Charity Trustees

Phil Green

Are you suffering from domestic abuse or do you suspect
that someone you know is? Come and speak to us for

advice and support at Sainsbury's Dursley.

Tuesday, 12 May 2020 from 09:30-11:00

The Gloucestershire Constabulary engagement vehicle will
be parked at supermarkets across Gloucestershire over

the next few weeks. You can leave your home to seek help
for domestic abuse. Domestic abuse can be physical, psychological,

emotional, sexual and financial.
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Wotton Area Mutual Aid now has its own Facebook page.

In last month's 'together in Wotton' there was a copy of the flier giving
information; now here are two more. Again, do contact them if you need help,
and if you don't, perhaps you would consider making a donation towards their
work. Go to https://bit.ly/2XMAljP  to access their GoFundMe page
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This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you have any comments, or would like
items included in future issues, please contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


