
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 10th May 2020  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Collect: 
Almighty God, 

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life: 

grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 

so by your continual help 

we may bring them to good effect; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Principal Readings:  
First Reading: Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 

      let me never be put to shame;  

   deliver me in your righteousness. 

  Incline your ear to me;  

   make haste to deliver me. 

  Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, 

      for you are my rock and my stronghold;  

   guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake. 

  Take me out of the net 

      that they have laid secretly for me,  

   for you are my strength. 

  Into your hands I commend my spirit,  

   for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 

  ‘My times are in your hand;  

   deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 

      and from those who persecute me. 

  ‘Make your face to shine upon your servant,  

   and save me for your mercy’s sake.’ 

 

 

 

2nd Reading: Acts 7: 55-60 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand 

of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But 

they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 

together against him. Then they dragged him out of the 

city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 

coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 

voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he 

had said this, he died. 
 

Gospel: John 14: 1-14 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, 

believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many 

dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. If you know 

me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 

know him and have seen him.’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 

will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 

you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 

say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am 

in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I 

say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 

believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, 

I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 

these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 

anything, I will do it. 
 

Reflection from Sue Plant 

75 years ago VE Day came as a light at the end of a long 

tunnel. There was relief that the sheer drudgery and 

mindless bloodshed of war was ending. However, the 

world war was not yet over. There was still VJ Day to 

come, still many more years of rationing, dealing with 

the devastation of countries and economies and the mass 

migrations of whole peoples. Much courage was needed 

to address those dark times. 

Today’s Gospel reading follows Jesus foretelling the 

betrayal of Judas and Peter’s denial of him. He is trying 

to reassure his disciples before the world of chaos, 

darkness, fear and sadness engulf them, so much so that 

they lose hope and lock themselves indoors. And yet 



through all these times they are called upon to trust God 

and to put their faith in Jesus and their hand in his hand. 

This is obviously why this passage from John is so often 

chosen for funerals. 
 

Psalm 31 reminds us: My times are in your hand. 

How often people caught up in WWII must have thought 

this. How important it is, when we realise our 

helplessness in our own situation now, for us to rely on 

such words. It seems to me that these verses from Psalm 

31 are perfect for saying as a daily creed throughout next 

week. They are a clear statement of our faith in God who 

will be with us. 
 

Recently, after much searching on the net, Tim managed 

to find for me John O’Donohue’s Book of Blessings, To 

Bless the Space Between Us. In the same vein as the 

Queen’s use of Vera Lynn’s We’ll Meet Again, to build 

hope and reassurance, I want to share this beautiful 

Matins verse from that collection with you: 

Somewhere, out at the edges, the night 

Is turning and the waves of darkness 
 

Begin to brighten the shore of dawn. 

The heavy dark falls back to earth 

And the freed air goes wild with light, 

The heart fills with fresh, bright breath 

And thoughts stir to give birth to colour. 
 

Love and God bless, Sue 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Bea Bainbridge’s funeral will be on May 14th at 1.45pm 

at Westerleigh Crematorium. Only her closest family are 

able to be present, but they would like to offer you the 

opportunity to be with them in spirit. Please let Kate 

know by email (wotvicsec@btconnect.com) if you want 

to have an emailed Order of Service so you can follow at 

home as the service happens. 
 

Daily Prayer - for the world, the church, and those who 

are unwell - will still be said at 9.00, by individuals in 

their own homes 
 

Please pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

 

Wotton 

11th: Irene “Rene” Patricia Mann (2017) 

12th: Jean Cathles (2011) 

 Honor Mary Bell (2014) 

 Gordon Ronald Desmond (‘Des’) Smith (2016)  

15th: Maureen Kemp (Tresham) (2014) 

 Elizabeth Mary Tansey (2014) 

 Hugh Clement Phillips (2016) 

Nibley 

11th: Iris M Griffiths (1992) 

16th: Patrick Dommett (2012) 
 

This month we hold Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers.  
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist, & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the Parish 

mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone 

number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those 

who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, North 

Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 

 
 

*******Notices******* 
 

For VE Day - Gloucester Cathedral clergy will be 

providing a short service on their website for VE75, 

Friday 8th May, available from just after 11am, when the 

nation keeps silence that morning. 

www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk 
 

For those who served and died in World War II 

O God of truth and justice, 

we hold before you those men and women 

who have died in active service, 

particularly in the Second World War, 

whose sacrifice brought Victory in Europe. 

As we honour their courage and cherish their memory, 

may we put our faith in your future; 

for you are the source of life and hope, 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

New Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The first 

podcast is between the Dean of Gloucester Cathedral, 

Stephen Lake and Archdeacon Hilary. You can play the 

podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-

new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/ 

 

St. Martin’s every Sunday Revd Peter Marsh, from 

his woodwork shed – Each week during church closure, 

a recorded 'St Martin's Morning Service', produced by 

http://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/


the congregation & David Moss, is available on the St. 

Martin's website – www.northnibleychurch.uk  This 

week, it’s “Ramblings and Prayers” from Peter. 
 

Local Food Banks – Our local foodbanks are still in 

need of supplies, more so in these unprecedented times. 

However many of the drop off points have had to close. 

In Wotton at 29a Gloucester Street, a family are 

collecting any donations to take up to Stroud Foodbank 

Hub where they will be distributing it out to all local 

foodbanks. 

If you are able to donate, there is a big tub outside the 

house from 10am – 10pm. It is being picked up on 

Tuesday 12th May. Please drop something in, when out 

on your daily walk. 

Please NO tinned meat, fish or soup as they have plenty. 
 

Live Services from the BBC – BBC Radio 4’s daily 

service is live at 9.45am on BBC Radio 4 LW (long 

wave) or on the DAB side channel. 

Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each Sunday. 

Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish 

within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility 

during the vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right 

person for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their 

ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 
Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

