
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 17th May 2020  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Collect: 
God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Principal Readings:  
First Reading: Acts 17: 22-31 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 

‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 

every way. For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” 

What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim 

to you. The God who made the world and everything in 

it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they 

would live, so that they would search for God and 

perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 

move and have our being”; as even some of your own 

poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 

the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed 

by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 

overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, because he 

has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged 

in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 

of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.’ 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3: 13-end 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 

good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 

you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 

be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 

demands from you an account of the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 

who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 

put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 

evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 

the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that 

is, eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, 

which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal 

of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 

with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

Gospel: John 14: 15-21 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And 

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. 

‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a 

little while the world will no longer see me, but you will 

see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and those who love 

me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.’ 
 

Reflection from Revd Morag 

This Sunday at St Mary’s would have been a Family 

Service with Baptism, in which we would have 

welcomed a baby and her family. I am not sure which of 

today’s readings I would have chosen for that service 

because together all three contribute to answer a question 

that is important for a Baptism and for all of us, perhaps 

especially during this pandemic - Who is God? St Paul 

starts his sermon to the Athenians by proclaiming that 

the one they worshipped as The Unknown God is: ‘The 

God who made the world and everything in it.’ We 

worship the Creator of the physical universe, the Source 



of all that lives. I enjoy worshipping God through what I 

see and hear in the natural world, so walks in the beauty 

of the Cotswold countryside are times for praise, prayer 

and reflection. And that can happen too in my garden and 

as I look from the windows of my house to the hills 

around Wotton. Paul ends this section of his sermon with 

the words: “of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.” Peter takes up this theme 

with words about Christ that surely helped to formulate 

the Creed - ‘through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God.’ 

Jesus Christ is the Word of God, whose life on earth 

showed who God is (look again at last week’s Gospel 

reading from John 14: 1-14) and by whose death and 

resurrection enabled people to have a love relationship 

with God that begins at Baptism and continues beyond 

death. Today is the last Sunday of an Easter Season like 

no other, for we were unable to celebrate the resurrection 

of our Lord in church together. However as the previous 

Bishop of Gloucester frequently said: ‘We are an Easter 

people and Alleluia is our song!’ During this time of 

living with the effects of COVID19, how are we raising 

that song of praise to God? Reading the Psalms, reading 

through parts of the Bible, reading stories of Christians 

in the past nearly 2000 years, we can draw comfort from 

the witness of so many who praised God even in the 

most awful circumstances. Let ‘Alleluia’ be our song 

throughout this pandemic, as we continue into an 

unknown future and whatever changes it brings to our 

daily life, both as individuals and as communities. 

Finally, on the night before he died, Jesus tells the 

disciples that the Father ‘will give you another Advocate, 

to be with you forever.’ He promises the Holy Spirit - the 

Breath of Life - to be with us forever. But note that this 

promise is given after Jesus says: ‘If you love me, you 

will keep my commandments’ - to love God with all 

your heart, and to love your neighbour as yourself. For 

me, lockdown has opened up pockets of time when I can 

discover different ways of expressing who God is, for 

God is so much greater that any words can adequately 

describe. During Morning Prayer in these five weeks of 

Easter I have been drawn to the Psalm for each day: and 

so many of them sing praise to God, using the word 

‘Alleluia’. ‘Who is God?” needs to be followed by ’Who 

is my neighbour?’ If all we do is praise God, we miss an 

essential part of being Christian. Here in Wotton and 

surrounding villages, we are seeing an outpouring of 

‘Love your neighbour,’ as literal neighbours look out for 

each other; as community neighbours deliver soup and 

food boxes to the vulnerable; as church neighbours help 

in these activities, and spend time phoning each other. A 

key part of ‘Love your neighbour’ may be to listen as 

they express fears and worries, and to share that 

lockdown challenges us for ‘Love your neighbour” is 

followed by ‘as yourself’. We are indeed all in this 

together. In our neighbour we meet Christ, in us our 

neighbour meets Christ. Christians feel the uncertainties 

of this time. Yet Christians take hope from knowing 

God, and that hope enables us to praise God who 

journeys with us in all circumstances, and to love our 

neighbour as ourself. God bless you as you shine the 

light of Christ in this situation. 

 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Rog Davis whose funeral is on 18th May. 

Phyllis Portlock whose funeral is on 29th May. 

Bee Bainbridge whose funeral was on May 14th.  
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-

prayers-services-at-home/  
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 
 

Wotton 

17th: Ruth Charlotte Parker (2018) 

18th: Winifred Vera Heaven 

 Blanche Marie Shapter (2010) 

19th: James Gadsden   

Keith (‘Chad’) Outlaw (2009) 

20th: Paul Anthony Watkins (2019) 

22nd: Joyce Watson (2005) 

 Fred Sykes (2011)  

 Rose Alway (2012) 

 Donna Maria Watkins (2014) 

 Malcolm (‘Mac’) Smith (2016) 

23rd: Doris May (‘Peggy’) Skitt (2011) 
 

Nibley 

17th: Jean Witham (2008) 

21st: Freda Thornhill (2002) 

22nd: Peggy Ness (2012 – d: Sue Devine) 

23rd: Jack Eley (1990) 
 

This month we hold Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers.  
 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist, & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the Parish 

mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone 

number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those 

who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, North 

Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

*******Notices******* 
Know someone without online access or prefers not to 

use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting hymns, 

reflections and prayers.  

Ring 0800 804 8044 

 

Worship & Discipleship - Thy Kingdom Come (21 

May to 31 May) - The 2020 TKC anthem is now here - 

Thy Kingdom Come, from worship leader Pete James. 

It's set to the melody of Tell Out My Soul. We're asking 

everyone to pray for God's Kingdom in the days between 

Pentecost and Ascension. Click on the image below to 

play the video. Tune into the Thy Kingdom Come 

Facebook page to listen to Pete introducing the song and 

leading us in worship. 

 

 

New Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The first 

podcast is between the Dean of Gloucester Cathedral, 

Stephen Lake and Archdeacon Hilary. You can play the 

podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-

new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/ 

St. Martin’s - every Sunday Revd Peter Marsh, from 

his woodwork shed – Each week during church closure, 

a recorded 'St Martin's Morning Service', produced by 

the congregation & David Moss, is available on the St. 

Martin's website – www.northnibleychurch.uk   
 

Live Services from the BBC – BBC Radio 4’s daily 

service is live at 9.45am on BBC Radio 4 LW (long 

wave) or on the DAB side channel. 

Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each Sunday. 

Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 

 

The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish 

within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility 

during the vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right 

person for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their 

ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 
Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=0a7ae172ce&e=7843f851e8
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https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/
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