
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 24th May 2020  

Sunday after Ascension Day 
 

Collect: 
O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is 

gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Risen, ascended Lord, 

as we rejoice at your triumph, 

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion, 

that all who are estranged by sin 

may find forgiveness and know your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Acts 1: 6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, 

is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood 

by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 

away. When they had entered the city, they went to the 

room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, 

and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 

well as his brothers. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is 

taking place among you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as 

you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also 

be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If 

you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 

resting on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 

God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your 

anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline 

yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary 

the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 

devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 

that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are 

undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you 

have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be 

the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Gospel: John 17: 1-11 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 

heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have 

given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, 

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by 

finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave 

me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 

to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 

have received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 

because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 

no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 

name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 

as we are one. 
 

Reflection from Revd Sophia Acland 

This Sunday’s readings are one of those cases where the 

Bible seems to speak particularly clearly into a current 

situation. Like us in the current lockdown, the disciples 

are left in a kind of limbo after Jesus’ ascension, which 

the Church celebrated on Thursday. We have been told 

to stay at home to protect the NHS and save lives. They 

are told by the angels who appear as Jesus ascends to his 



Father not to stand around gazing at the sky: instead they 

must go home to Jerusalem and wait for the fulfilment of 

Jesus’s promise that they will receive power from the 

Holy Spirit. Just as many of us have been by the events 

of recent weeks, the disciples must have felt traumatised 

(as also it seems were the Christians whose ‘fiery ordeal’ 

of persecution our epistle today describes). After the 

roller coaster of his public ministry, death and 

resurrection, suddenly their Lord has left them for a 

second time. Like so many of us with family members 

living elsewhere, and sadly also like those whose loved 

ones have ended up in intensive care, dangerously ill 

with the virus, they have had to say goodbye to someone 

they love, not knowing when or if they will see him 

again. And like us, they don’t know when the time of 

waiting will end and they will be able to get on with the 

work that they need to do. Before he leaves them, they 

question Jesus about timing: ‘Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ Like us, 

wondering when the pandemic will end or a vaccine be 

found, they want a plan, certainty, a timetable to get to 

grips with. There are signs that change is coming; that a 

new phase of their lives is about to begin, for what is 

about to happen is the birth of the church: ‘you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth’ Jesus has promised them. But 

not yet. For now there is a pause, a time of watching and 

waiting for new beginnings. 

And what the disciples do next is what we are invited to 

do too, especially in these days between Ascension and 

Pentecost: they pray. Luke tells us in the Acts reading 

that the disciples go back to Jerusalem together with 

Mary, Jesus’s mother and his brothers, and that they all 

pray constantly. Traditionally the Church has also 

devoted these days of waiting to prayer: prayer for the 

coming of the Holy Spirit to inspire and guide us so that 

we may be Christ’s body in the world. Our gospel 

reading today sees Jesus praying to his Father for the 

disciples, the night before he dies. We are all invited into 

that conversation with God. It doesn’t have to be done in 

set prayers, just whatever is most natural to us. What 

matters is communication, and learning to listen to God 

speaking to us. However we pray, we are assured that 

our Father listens to our prayers, and through them he 

comforts us, and shows us new hope and new 

possibilities. At this current time of waiting, worrying 

and hoping, we need prayer more than ever. 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Rog Davis whose funeral was on 18th May. 

Phyllis Portlock whose funeral is on 29th May. 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-

prayers-services-at-home/  
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 
 

Wotton 

24th: Eric Walter (‘Nobby’) Clark (2012) 

 Duncan May Watson (2019) 

26th: Roy William Price (2019) 

27th: Robert Ernest Victor (‘Bob’) Organ (2001) 

28th: Diana Jill (‘Di’) Lloyd (2009) 

29th: Thomas John (‘John’) Hinder (2012) 

 David Herbert Harris (2013) 

30th: Raymond Denzil Croft (2008) 
 

Nibley 

24th:  Greta Joy Godsell (2015) 

 Vernon Baxter (2018 – w: Joyce) 

28th: Arthur John Banyard (1976) 

 Marion Eileen Miller (2006) 
 

This month we hold Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers.  
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist, & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the Parish 

mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone 

number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those 

who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, North 

Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


*******Notices******* 
 

Lets’ talk about Dementia – Live talks throughout 

June. The talks are designed to help people who are 

caring for someone with dementia during this 

challenging time. Whether that is caring for a loved one 

or as a paid/professional carer. Mary 

Merheim,from Dementia Doulas Ltd, will be sharing 

practical advice on the importance of the wellbeing of 

carers. This talk is also coinciding with National Carers 

Week. Please register here -

 https://letstalkaboutdementia2020.eventbrite.com  

50% of all ticket revenue from these series of talks will 

be shared with UK Dementia Charities. 
 

St. Mary’s – Letter from Alan Bell (Stewardship 

Secretary) is attached to the email – he would be grateful 

if you can read it and action it if at all possible. 
 

Know someone without online access or prefers not to 

use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting hymns, 

reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Worship & Discipleship - Thy Kingdom Come (21 

May to 31 May) - The 2020 TKC anthem is now here - 

Thy Kingdom Come, from worship leader Pete James. 

It's set to the melody of Tell Out My Soul. We're asking 

everyone to pray for God's Kingdom in the days between 

Pentecost and Ascension. Click on the image below to 

play the video. Tune into the Thy Kingdom Come 

Facebook page to listen to Pete introducing the song and 

leading us in worship. 

 

 

New Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The first 

podcast is between the Dean of Gloucester Cathedral, 

Stephen Lake and Archdeacon Hilary. You can play the 

podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-

new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/ 
 

St. Martin’s - every Sunday Revd Peter Marsh, from 

his woodwork shed – Each week during church closure, 

a recorded 'St Martin's Morning Service', produced by 

the congregation & David Moss, is available on the St. 

Martin's website – www.northnibleychurch.uk  - it’s 

“Ramblings” this week. 
 

Services from the BBC 

• BBC Radio 4’s daily service is live at 9.45am on 

BBC Radio 4 LW (long wave) or on the DAB 

side channel. 

• Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each 

Sunday. 

• Sunday Worship is shown on BBC1 at 10.45am 

every Sunday. They are from empty cathedrals 

(so far Bangor, St. David’s, Hereford). Hymns 

are taken from a previous recording of Songs of 

Praise. 

• Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 

1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 

 
The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility during the 

vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right person 

for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  Amen. 

 

Reverend Morag is not available from May 30th to June 5th 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 
Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAC_STyQBUPpkLXEuVsBXYtcY0d_hFyEMcH4/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAC_STyQBUPpkLXEuVsBXYtcY0d_hFyEMcH4/
http://www.wraparounddoula.com/
https://letstalkaboutdementia2020.eventbrite.com/?fbclid=IwAR26aQfhu9Mg52RBd0DI0RvIL9Aqfz6C0GAX_AzY1B_sUimalOKpKIAzTPQ
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=0a7ae172ce&e=7843f851e8
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=0a7ae172ce&e=7843f851e8
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=0a56f0c028&e=7843f851e8
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/listen-to-the-new-diocese-of-gloucester-podcast/
http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
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