
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 3rd May 2020  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Collect: 
Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him, 

from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 

that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Or 
 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Principal Readings:  
First Reading: Acts 2: 42-end 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 

signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed 

were together and had all things in common; they would 

sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 

at home and ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 19-end 

For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure 

pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you 

are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? 

But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 

you have God’s approval. For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

‘He committed no sin, 

   and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he 

suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to 

the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live 

for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now 

you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 

souls. 
 

Gospel: John 10: 1-10 
‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 

thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 

him because they know his voice. They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not 

know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of 

speech with them, but they did not understand what he 

was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am 

the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 

them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 

may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 

Reflection from Revd Richard Morgan 

Our reading from Acts describes the earliest Church in 

Jerusalem, following the resurrection and ascension of 

Jesus and the giving of the Holy Spirit. It’s a bit of a 

painful read in time of lockdown, as it stresses 

community life, meetings in the temple and in homes. It 

reminds us that God wants us to care for each other and 

to share, and that this includes actual presence, sight and 

touch. The incarnation, Jesus sharing our physical life, 

hallows that life, and gives it God’s declaration of its 

goodness and importance. So we need to pray for 

ourselves and for others, especially those who find it 

hard to cope with social distancing and isolation. We can 

be thankful for technology that lets us hear and see each 

other at a distance. We hear of the dangers of abuse of 

this technology, of false information, fraud and bullying, 

so we need to pray for the right use of these modern 

means of communication. But of course, traditional ways 

of relating are subject to all these abuses – gossip, crime 

and violence. We need to pray for our society and all 

societies, that our relationships may be formed by trust 

and love. That is what the early Church sought to be, and 

how the Church is always called to live.  

And the present crisis has brought out in many acts of 

generosity and self-sacrifice which are stressed in the 

description of the early Church. Let us pray for those 

who risk their lives to serve and help others and pray too 

that this greater valuing of generosity and helpfulness  

may continue when the present crisis is over.  

Today a reading is set from the First Letter of Peter. 

We’re still in Easter, but our Epistle reading and indeed 

the gospel reading seem to have gone back to centring on 



Jesus’ suffering and death. Maybe that’s good too, not 

just because we’re in difficult times, and need to know 

God is with us in them, that Jesus has shared our 

suffering and mortality, but because the passion and 

resurrection are inseparable and both essential to our 

faith, indeed its centre.  

Sometimes Christians argue whether Jesus’ passion was 

an inspiration to us to love as he did, or whether he did 

something for us that we could not do ourselves, even 

with his inspiration. The answer seems to be ‘both.’ Peter 

sees Jesus as our example, inspiring us to bear unjust 

suffering patiently without retaliation and with trust in 

God. But Peter then talks of Jesus bearing our sins on the 

cross, bringing us forgiveness as well as inspiring us to 

righteousness. Jesus does something for us. He dies in 

our place, to bring us God’s forgiveness. Peter quotes 

Isaiah 53, the Song of the Suffering Servant, who bears 

the sins of the many. God is determined to forgive all 

who will not finally refuse his pardon, and Jesus’ love 

inspires us to receive that forgiveness. But it seems that 

this forgiveness can’t be just waving away evil as 

unimportant. Rather God in his Son takes the weight of 

sin and evil, even the punishment that evil brings, so we 

can be forgiven. The ecological crisis makes it 

imperative that we realise the seriousness of sin – of 

greed and selfishness and carelessness, of callous pride. 

God in Christ is with us in all costly struggles against 

evil. But God is also before us, doing what we cannot to 

overcome evil.  

Peter goes on to speak of Jesus as the shepherd and 

guardian, overseer, -literally bishop – of our souls. And 

that is the subject of the gospel reading set for today, 

Christ the good shepherd. Jesus there declares that he 

indeed goes ahead of his people, his flock, to bring them 

to eternal life. In the verse following the ones set for 

today, Jesus declares that he does this by laying down his 

life for us. He is the one who defeats by his cross the 

powers of evil that threaten us. Jesus calls himself ‘the 

Gate,’ or ‘the Door’ of the sheep. It is through him, that 

we come to eternal life. We go through Jesus, are united 

with Jesus, by trusting what he has done for us in his 

cross and resurrection, forgiving us and overcoming 

death, and by beginning to live by Christ’s Spirit in the 

self-giving love that he gives us. Today’s psalm fits into 

this, the 23rd Psalm, The Lord is my Shepherd. Let us 

live by this trust and love, relying on our shepherd who 

as laid down his life for us and risen to share life with us 

for ever. Amen.  

 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Bea Bainbridge who died on 23rd April. 

Bea's funeral will be on May 14th at 1.45pm at 

Westerleigh Crematorium. Only her closest family are 

able to be present, but they would like to offer you the 

opportunity to be with them in spirit. Please let Kate 

know by email (wotvicsec@btconnect.com) if you want 

to have an emailed Order of Service so you can follow at 

home as the service happens. 
 

Daily Prayer - for the world, the church, and those who 

are unwell - will still be said at 9.00, by individuals in 

their own homes 
 

Please pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

3rd: Anna Angelina Owen (Perry & Dawes 2013) 

4th: Jean Jones (2019) 

5th: Marjorie Mills (2005) 

 Dorothy Kathlene Warlock (Tresham 2007)  

6th: Frances Winifred (‘Mary’) Bignell (2007) 

 Herbert Ivor George Keynton (2010) 

7th: Oscar Evans Corbitt (2007) 

 Grace Rowlands (2011) 

 Doris Hilda Page (2016) 

8th: Andrew Gordon Pink (2013) 

 Frances Beryl White (2013) 

 Francis Henry (‘Frank’) Pirt (2016) 

 Francis “Frank” Ronald Pedley (2017) 

9th: Geoffrey William Moore (2016) 

Nibley 

7th: John Stuart Maitland (2008) 

 Doris Hilda Page (2016) 

 9th: David John Billingham (2013) 
 

This month we hold Wotton Baptist Church in our 

prayers.  
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist, & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the Parish 

mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone 

number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those 

who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, North 

Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 

 

 
 



*******Notices******* 
St. Martin’s every Sunday Revd Peter Marsh, from 

his woodwork shed – Each week during church closure, 

a recorded 'St Martin's Morning Service', produced by 

the congregation & David Moss, is available on the St. 

Martin's website – www.northnibleychurch.uk  This 

week, 3rd May, features a sermon by Bishop Robert. A 

massive thank you to David Moss who assembles the 

many voice recordings that make up the services. 
 

Live Services from the BBC – BBC Radio 4’s daily 

service is live at 9.45am on BBC Radio 4 LW (long 

wave) or on the DAB side channel. 

Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each Sunday. 

Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tyndale Benefice - A Prayer for the Vacancy  
Gracious God,  

We thank you for this Benefice and for each parish 

within it, 

for its homes and businesses, schools, communities and 

meeting places, 

and for all those who live, work, play and worship here. 

We ask that you will help us to share responsibility 

during the vacancy, 

to support our Church Wardens, 

to grow in faith, and to care for those in need. 

We ask you to guide those who are seeking the right 

person for us, 

and those who are seeking the right place for their 

ministry, 

that together we may discover your way for our future 

and see your kingdom grow. Through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 
Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

