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Sunday, 14th June 2020  

First Sunday after Trinity 
Collect: 
O God, 

the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 

mercifully accept our prayers 

and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature 

we can do no good thing without you, 

grant us the help of your grace, 

that in the keeping of your commandments 

we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

God of truth, 

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Exodus 19: 2-8a 

They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the 

wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel 

camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went 

up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, 

saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and 

tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the 

Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my 

voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 

possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth 

is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a 

holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to 

the Israelites.’ 

So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and 

set before them all these words that the Lord had 

commanded him. The people all answered as one: 

‘Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.’ Moses 

reported the words of the people to the Lord. 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 5: 1-8 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. And not only that, but we also boast in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his 

love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 9: 35- 10: 8 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

labourers into his harvest.’ 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave 

them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 

to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the 

names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as 

Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 

and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 

and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, 

and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 

Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 

instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter 

no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 

news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the 

sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

You received without payment; give without payment. 
 

Reflection from Sue Plant 

Trinity Sunday gone; Corpus Christi gone; apparently a 

common Google Search term at this time is: What day is 

it? In the church we are back to the period of Ordinary 

Time which now stretches before us till All Saints. If it is 

hard to find a time anchor at the moment, yet we can still 

find an anchor in the readings and words with which we 

are all familiar. 
 

In today’s reading from Romans Paul gives us some 

hallmarks of the early church: where it came from, who 

made it and its qualities. Because it was founded upon 

the love of Jesus Paul is confident that suffering will lead 

us through endurance to formation of character and hope. 

We can maybe identify with that sentiment, even though 

it sounds demanding in our current circumstances. 
 

Perhaps it is easier to see the hallmarks of today’s church 

in the familiar words of the Creed. We believe in one 

holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 



There are not lots of churches but only one church on 

earth and in heaven. It is particularly relevant for us to 

remember this in a time of racial tension. My favourite 

Iona prayer tells us God has no favourite places...no 

special things...your people are equal – all are yours and 

all are sacred. 

The church is holy which means that it belongs to God 

and we are dedicated to him. 

It is catholic which has nothing to do with 

denominations. The church is universal; it is for all 

people in all times in all places and it can never be an 

exclusive club. 

And it must be apostolic which means it has a mission. 

The church exists to live out God’s purpose and to bring 

that same healing and revelation to others. 

In these hallmarks we can discern the purposes of Jesus’ 

words as he sent out the disciples to spread the Gospel. 
 

And if we accept these hallmarks of the church, we can 

see that The Church is not that stone building which has 

been closed for three months because this was the only 

safe course to be followed in a pandemic. The Church is 

rather a living organism made up of all its members. The 

Church will be judged by our hallmarks. 
 

Whatever happens over the next few weeks the world 

will have changed. However, the basis of our church: 

who made it and what it represents, will retain its 

hallmarks. And this enduring quality will be a foundation 

for us to resume Ordinary Time once more. 
 

God, you promise a world 

where those who now weep shall laugh; 

where those who are hungry shall feast; 

where those who are poor now, and excluded, 

shall have your kingdom for their own. 

We want this world too. 

We renounce despair. 

We will act for change. 

We choose to be included 

in your great purpose for all our lives. Amen. 

Based on prayer from Janet Morley’s All Desires Known 
 

Love and God bless, Sue 

 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Norah Barnes who died on 1st June. 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-

prayers-services-at-home/  
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

14th: Eileen Jones (2005)  

 Ronald James Tucker (2007) 

 Vivien Ernest Jones (2007) 

15th: James Peter (Jim) Francis (2008) 

 Josie Wedlake (2012) 

 Jill Hammond (2015) 

16th: Rev’d Canon John Swenarton (2003) 

 Michael Downs (2005)  

 Kathleen Margaret (‘Kate’) Fanthorpe (2015) 

 Doreen Clara Wakefield (2015) 

17th: Ernest Taylor (2012) 

 Dennis “Eric” Spill (2014) 

18th: Bryan Cleal (2004) 

 Daisy May Spalton (2011) 

 Eileen Hicks (2014) 

19th: John Douglas How, Pr. 

 Guy Acloque (2008) 

 Laura Jane Godsell (2009) 
 

Nibley 

17th: John Vernon Barnett (1998) 

18th: Peter Cox (2004)  
 

In June we remember in our prayers the congregation of 

Holy Cross Catholic Church, and of Christ the King in 

Thornbury 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the Parish 

mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone 

number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, North 

Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

 

*******Notices******* 
 

Bishops Rachel and Robert have written to us - 

“Church buildings will be able to open for supervised 

individual prayer from Monday 15 June. It’s important 

to say that this guidance is permissive not 

prescriptive, and depending on local circumstances 

clergy and lay leaders may decide they are not able to 

safely open church buildings for individual prayer on 

this date.  Our priority must be to act responsibly so as 

to safeguard ourselves and other people from infection.” 
 

We currently have our contractors in church working on 

the next phase of our re-ordering project.  They are 

working under strict Government and C of E safety 

guidelines.  After consulting Archdeacon Hilary, we 

have determined that we will still not be able to open 

the church next week.  We will review this as building 

work finishes and where we find ourselves in the 

national situation. 
 

Morag, Jackie and Douglas 

 

Wotton Area Mutual Aid – would like to reassure 

people that the services offered by WAMA have not 

changed, even if some of the restrictions on movement 

have. They are available to pick up shopping & 

prescriptions, provide soup on a Wednesday & Thursday 

and food parcels, should you need one, but also a 

friendly phonecall. Ring 07545 042794 if you need 

anything at all. 

 

Gloucester Cathedral website has many interesting and 

exciting things to do including a photography mental 

health – Mindful Photography Resource (find it under 

Pilgrim/creative communities/community resources) 

Under the same heading, you’ll find Family Art Week, 

and some Circus Skills – why not learn to juggle? 

 

Lets’ talk about Dementia – Live talks throughout 

June. The talks are designed to help people who are 

caring for someone with dementia during this 

challenging time. Whether that is caring for a loved one 

or as a paid/professional carer. Mary 

Merheim,from Dementia Doulas Ltd, will be sharing 

practical advice on the importance of the wellbeing of 

carers. This talk is also coinciding with National Carers 

Week. Please register here -

 https://letstalkaboutdementia2020.eventbrite.com  

50% of all ticket revenue from these series of talks will 

be shared with UK Dementia Charities. 
 

Know someone without online access or prefers not to 

use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting hymns, 

reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

sixth podcast is from Bishop Rachel and Suzy Diamond-

White of HMP Eastwood Park talking about women in 

prison (it was recorded a month ago). You can play the 

podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/sermons-

podcasts-and-gospel-readings-communications-june-14/ 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

St. Martin’s - every Sunday Revd Peter Marsh, from 

his woodwork shed – Each week during church closure, 

a recorded 'St Martin's Morning Service' or 'Ramblings', 

produced by the congregation & David Moss, is 

available on the St. Martin's website – 

www.northnibleychurch.uk   

1st Sunday after Trinity service this week. 
 

Services from the BBC 

• BBC Radio 4’s daily service is live at 9.45am on 

BBC Radio 4 LW (long wave) or on the DAB 

side channel. 

• Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each 

Sunday. 

• Sunday Worship is shown on BBC1 at 10.45am 

every Sunday. They are from empty cathedrals 

(so far Bangor, St. David’s, Hereford). Hymns 

are taken from a previous recording of Songs of 

Praise. 

• Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 

1.15pm 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 
Benefice/Parish Office: 
07483 146531 or wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAC_STyQBUPpkLXEuVsBXYtcY0d_hFyEMcH4/
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