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June 2020

Christians worshipping, working and social distancing together in
Wotton under Edge

Keep Safe - Keep Caring -  Keep Praying

Christian Aid Week

On behalf of Wotton under Edge Christian Aid Committee, I would like to say a
big thank you to everyone who has donated to this year’s “virtual” Christian Aid
Week.  In the absence of all our usual fundraising events and activities, a
Justgiving page was set up and many of you set about raising funds through
the sale of plants, books, jigsaws, preserves, masks and other items.

It has been amazing to watch the total go up day by day and I am thrilled to
say that at the time of writing, £3,860 (now £3870 - could we make it £4000? -
Ed) has been raised, which has exceeded our initial target sevenfold.

Thank you for your  generosity in supporting this worthy cause – and if there is
anyone who would still like to donate, you’re not too late!  The page should
remain open until the end of June.  In case you need a reminder of the link, it
is www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wotton-under-Edge-CA-Committee

Alison Sutton

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Wotton-under-Edge-CA-Committee


ii

Worshipping Together – at a distance.
There is every chance that, even when we can reopen the doors to our
buildings, we are going to need to be Socially Distanced from those with whom
we do not live.  But until then the Churches are finding new ways to worship
together with the help of the Internet. And for those without that technology,
there are still programmes on television to help.
That old favourite Songs of Praise is televised at 1.30pm on Sundays and
before that, at 11.45am there is Sunday Worship, both on BBC1.
Radio 4 broadcasts Sunday Worship at 8.10am and Daily Service at 9.45am
on LW Monday - Friday
(All these times were correct on Sunday 24 May, but may vary.)
The Church of England has a FREE Daily Hope Prayer Line 24 hours a day -
0800 804 8044, offering hymns, reflections and prayers
If you have access to the internet, your choices are much greater. Wotton
Baptist Church has its own Zoom service (which has to be by invitation – see
separate article. Contact Tom or Arlene if you think you should be on the list)
but you can hear Tom's sermon by following the link on their church facebook
page, the news page of the Wotton Baptist Church website or the scrolling
banner on the front page of the website.
Phil Summers of the United Church prepares a service of 30 – 45 minutes
each week and the link to that is on the United Church Facebook page. Many
try to listen to it at 10.15am on Sunday morning – their usual worship time –
but as it is recorded it can be watched when convenient.
There is also a weekly service sheet available on the Methodist Church
website www.methodist.org.uk/ as well as links to live-streamed services
There is a list of live streaming acts of worship, sermons as podcasts or audio
files, or recordings of services on the United Reformed Church website
urc.org.uk/
St Mary's Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 in individual homes.  - see
also Midweek Prayer (from the Church of England), Morning Prayer, and
Reflective Service. wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources
Peter Marsh holds a Sunday Service from his woodshed at 10am each
Sunday morning - this can be accessed via the North Nibley Church website
(and not just at 10am) http://northnibleychurch.uk/
www.ctk-thornbury.org.uk/  gives details of Mass and recommended links for
Catholic worship.
The Quakers also worship each Sunday: During this time when they cannot
meet face to face, Wotton Friends hold a meeting for worship ‘remotely’,
settling into the shared stillness in their own homes, from 10.30 to 11.00 every

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources
www.northnibleychurch.uk
www.northnibleychurch.uk
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Sunday. They use email to share a reading before the meeting, and
‘afterwords’ or reflections after the meeting. Despite not being physically
together, they have a strong sense of being ‘gathered’ and of their
connectedness to each other. For inclusion, or more detail contact Robert
Maxwell on 01453 542942

On the ‘re-opening’ of the Churches

As Donald Trump says that churches are ‘essential’ and calls upon them to
reopen now, without delay, the below is the response from Deon K Johnson,
Bishop-Elect at Episcopal Diocese of Missouri:

The work of the church is
essential.
The work of caring for the
lonely, the marginalised,
and the oppressed is
essential.
The work of speaking
truth to power and
seeking justice is
essential.
The work of being a
loving, liberating, and life
giving presence in the
world is essential.
The work of welcoming
the stranger, the refugee
and the undocumented is essential.
The work of reconciliation and healing and caring is essential.
The church does not need to “open” because the church never “closed”. We
who make up the Body of Christ, the church, love God and our neighbours and
ourselves so much that we will stay away from our buildings until it is safe. We
are the church.

Praying for the Churches
In June we remember in our prayers the congregation of Holy Cross Catholic
Church, and of Christ the King in Thornbury
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Writing on behalf of the Oliver Memorial
Chapel, I didn't think I would have anything
to report for this month but I hadn't
reckoned on our folks at the chapel. Each
year they work hard at supporting Christian
Aid a charity close to all our hearts. It didn't
look very promising this year due to the
lock down but they were determined to do
what they could…Growing and selling all
sorts of plants - lots of them. The flower
guild joined in. Then there were cakes and
the ingredients for cakes, crafts and
donations to name but a few. The result,
better than ever before. They have raised
an amazing one thousand pounds. Well
done to all!
We have also had a sad occasion which
pulled us together with the passing away of
a lovely lady who had been a faithful
member of our congregation for many
years until ill health meant she was unable

to attend but she always stayed in touch.
It would have been lovely to have held the funeral in the chapel but it was not to
be at this present time so we did our best to bring the chapel to the cemetery
including flowers and lots of people, chapel members, neighbours, and friends
joining us in spirit and prayers just outside the cemetery. It was my privilege to
welcome and reassure the large number of grieving family members who were
mostly strangers when we met, but soon we could all feel the love surrounding
and supporting us with the result that at the close we left as friends, with many
thanks, smiles and lots of waving and wishing us a safe journey home which of
course we had.
Both of us came home rejoicing and thanking our Lord as we had experienced
his presence with us throughout. It had been an experience I had hoped I
wouldn't have to face, instead it became a lovely one which we will never forget.
 It looks as if talks are being raised about opening the churches before  too long,
maybe for private prayer at first which we probably won't be able to do in our
little chapel but we can be sure that our Lord will make it clear to us our way
forward. Here are some words I read recently which we may find a real help to
us: Wherever we are, we are in the presence of God.
God bless and stay well.

Lois Etherington
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Holiday at Home 2020

Time goes on. Shops may re-open on 15 June but ‘Social Distancing
Measures will Apply’. Holiday at Home as we know it can’t run with these
measures - for a start, how would those who need transport get to the venue?

If anyone has any thoughts on how we can ensure that our usual guests know
they have not been forgotten, please let me know. Otherwise any form of
event is now looking very unlikely. As I said last month, I know I can count on
you all to pull together when needed. Thank you.

Judy Mills

From St Mary’s
At the start of this unusual time of
pandemic when gatherings were not
permitted, St Mary's worked hard on
getting prayer and pastoral care in place.
Here is what is on offer:

1. Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00
in individual homes. We pray for The World
and its needs; The Church and her life;
Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit;
Ourselves. If you wish to join in, you will
find a choice of three service outlines on
the website - Midweek Prayer (from the
Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective Service.
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/

2. Previously the weekly pew sheet had a list of people who are ill, and their
names would be included in prayer at Sunday services, and at Morning Prayer
every day. If you would like prayer, please email the Parish Office
wotvicsec@btconnect.com or leave a message on the Parish mobile 07483
146531. There is a group of people who will pray.

3. Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry?
Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a spiritual nature and you
want to talk about them? Would you like prayer ministry, such as has been
offered after Eucharist, and at Healing and Wholeness Services? There is a
small group of people who are trained and able to listen to you and offer help.
Please ring the Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and phone
number, to request a phone call. This offer is for those who live in the Parishes
of Wotton under Edge, North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham.

Morag
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The Day Church Broke the Internet
You may have read online that ‘church broke the internet’ last Sunday (17 May).
The truth is that that the online meeting platform Zoom had some problems that
morning resulting in disruption to hundreds of church services.  I don’t know
whether the massive increase in Christian usage was the chicken that laid the
egg of the technical problems!

The initial meeting of WAMA on Zoom was the first time I had ever heard of it.
Now, it seems, Zoom is everywhere!  We have been Zooming our Sunday
services at WBC, but fortunately our meeting was a bit earlier than the ones
which were disrupted last week.  My friends in the other Cotswold Baptist
Churches and from other denominations have reported a significant upturn in
attendance since the beginning of lockdown.  They have been using online
broadcast platforms like Facebook live and YouTube premiere to broadcast pre-
recorded services.

I have been pondering the relative merits of broadcast media vs meeting media.
Zoom certainly has its shortcomings:  we have only seen a few new faces
attending because zoom meetings are by invitation only (and need to remain so
for safeguarding reasons).   Licensing music and film material for Zoom use is
complicated and singing / reading in unison in the meeting has to be on mute due
to time lag.  It’s also true that you can only view 25 webcams simultaneously on
the average laptop screen (49 if you have a high powered machine) which is not
enough to see the whole church at once.    However unlike broadcasting media,
meeting online does allow us to see one another, to interact face to face each
week and to hear what new things we’ve been up to during lockdown.  Someone
pointed out to me a few weeks ago that normally in church you can see the backs
of people’s heads, whereas on zoom, you can see the faces of 40 people on a
5x5 screen – a view only readers, preachers and choristers usually get to see!
It’s early days, but I can’t help but wonder whether the online meeting approach
will result in the sustaining of stronger relationships and therefore deeper
discipleship where the broadcast approach will achieve a wider, shallower reach.

Meanwhile, closing our church doors and holding closed online meetings has
made us ponder how best to share the good news of Jesus as lockdown
continues.  To this end we have recently produced a postcard reminding folk that
we are still here and that God is only a prayer away.  If you live in Wotton, you
will likely get one of these through your letterbox shortly.  Do please use it as an
opportunity to share your faith with your own neighbours and don’t feel that you
need to encourage them to events at WBC (online!) where relationships are
already established with your church.  This is a tough time for so many people
and it’s wonderful to be able to participate in WAMA and similar initiatives caring
for the community.  My hope and prayer is that this becomes a time when every
Christian in Wotton is able to share the hope and friendship that we have through
Jesus with our town – through whatever online means and in person (at the
length of a broom!). Tom Wharin
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Christian Aid Week captures the heart and minds
of Blue Coat families

Teachers at Blue Coat School have been impressed by the enthusiasm and
commitment demonstrated by pupils in their efforts to make a difference to the
lives of others. Lockdown hasn’t prevented our pupils from raising awareness
as families think creatively and thoughtfully.

You may recall in my previous bulletin, how pupils were assigned the task of
finding out about the work of Christian Aid through the online interactive
platform ‘Global Explorers’, ahead of the charities biggest fundraising event of
the year.

Pupils were so touched and moved by the struggles faced by children the
same age as them that they felt compelled to do something about it.

Faith in action ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’

Blue Coat lives out its vision for being ‘future focused’ as families show love
and compassion for others standing by our 4 core Christian Values of Respect,
Responsibility, Creativity and Happiness.

Fundraising ideas were fun, plentiful and creative:

Two sisters decided to help Christian Aid by selling cakes to family and
friends.

C:\Users\judym\Videos\01 CHURCH\01 United Alive\June\BC Title pics.png
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For A New Beginning

John O'Donohoe (1956-2008) was an Irish teacher and poet who drew heavily
on the Celtic tradition.   He views blessing as a whole way of life and a lens
through which the everyday may be transformed, much as the Celtic Carmina
Gadelica viewed the spiritual inextricably interlaced with the natural world. I
have always found this tradition very comforting.

I will be sending a Coronavirus Prayer Book along with the poem below to all
my Mothers' Union Members for Pentecost.   I have chosen this prayer/
blessing/poem because it is relevant to this time in the church calendar, but
also extremely relevant to where we find ourselves at this stage of lock-down
and the gradual easing of restrictions.

Sue Plant

In out-of-the-way places of the heart,
Where your thoughts never think to wander,
This beginning has been quietly forming,
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.

For a long time it has watched your desire,
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you,
Noticing how you willed yourself on,
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.

It watched you play with the seduction of safety
And the grey promises that sameness whispered,
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent,
Wondered would you always live like this.

Then the delight, when your courage kindled,
And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream,
A path of plenitude opening before you.

Though your destination is not yet clear
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is at one with your life’s desire.

Awaken your spirit to adventure;
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk;
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.

John O’Donohue - To Bless the Space Between Us
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Blue Thursdays
Facebook was alive with it – What are the blue searchlights in the sky? What
has happened to St Mary's Church?
Local man Joe Hall, who works for SXS Events in Bristol came up with the
lovely idea and was able to borrow the necessary equipment from his company,
then, once permission had happily been given by the Church Council and the
Diocese, the lighting was rigged-up and the church turned blue.
For two Thursdays, to honour the work of the NHS and our other key workers,
the tower was lit-up from dusk until about 10.30pm and could be seen from all
over the town
Jackie Excell who is one of the Churchwardens said that the view as she
walked toward the church in Water Lane was both emotional and humbling, and
made her very grateful to Joe for his brilliant idea, while Kate Cropper said that
the illumination represented a symbol of hope, honouring all those on the front
line of the pandemic.
To leave the last word with Joe: “The Wotton Beacon will return later in the
year! I hope people have enjoyed it. I also hope the key workers in our amazing
town have been able to see it and see our appreciation for them. It's been a
pleasure giving back”

Apologies to those who are reading this as a black & white hard copy, as the
pictures aren’t going to look quite the same.
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“We first wanted
to help when we
watched a video
clip asking for
money to feed
people and help
handwashing
during the Covid
19 pandemic.
We first thought of the idea to make crispy cakes. We sent videos to our family
and friends offering the cakes at 50p each (including a safe doorstep delivery!)
When we had finished the cakes we auctioned one of our mum’s homemade
pavlovas. We had great fun making the cakes, decorating the boxes and
making our friends and family smile. In total we raised £128.22.”

1. ‘NHS Blue Coat’ using coins on the driveway

2. Shooting as many basketball hoops as they could

3. Coin worm with spare change from home

4. Helping at home, 50p a job

5. Growing food for parents to buy and cook

6. Selling rhubarb to raise money.

“Sarah’s life is not the same as mine. Thinking about it makes me feel very
sad. It isn’t fair that she has to live like this. Christian Aid help all children live
happy lives. This is why donating to Christian Aid is so important. I am going to
donate my pocket money and ask all of my family to give what they can to
Christian Aid this week.” Y4 pupil
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RE/Art competition

Pupils have also been getting creative in other ways as they produce work for
the ‘Spirited Arts’ RE Today and Gloucester Diocese ‘Spiritual Moments’
Art/RE competitions. Key worker children attending school and those learning
at home have enjoyed taking part. On the next page is a selection – all copied,
annotated and mounted, ready for posting!

Siblings worked together to produce this painting using watercolour pencil
crayons and ink pens. “We were inspired to draw this picture because we
wanted to convey that with God anything is possible which is why we used the
phrase ‘faith moves mountains’.”

I’ll leave you with our Christian vision which we proudly say is central to all that
we strive to achieve, the ship that guides us, in becoming ‘Future Ready’.

Best wishes to you all,

Jane Blaken

‘Future readiness’ for our pupils is built on the foundation of God’s Love.
Therefore, we aspire to live life in all its fullness (John 10:10) and to

enable others to do the same (Matthew 22: 37-39)
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Being Church in the New Normal - both Then and Now
A Reflection from Revd Phil Summers, Wotton United Church

John 14: 16 – I will ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate
(Helper), to be with you forever.

John 14:18 – I will not leave you as orphans, I am coming to you.

 On Sunday (31 May) we celebrate the festival of Pentecost. The moment in
the Christian calendar when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit to the
early church. Whether Jesus breathed on his disciples, as in John’s Gospel, or
whether the wind and tongues of fire appeared, as in the book of Acts, or
indeed, whether God’s Spirit had always been with them, as implied in John
14, doesn’t really matter. What matters is that in a time of fear and confusion
Jesus’ followers made the decision that they had a life to live and a love to
share. That decision was empowered by a very real sense of the presence of
God. Peter was strengthened to speak to a whole crowd of visitors to
Jerusalem, at great risk to himself and all his companions. Something
changed. For the disciples and others, having seen their friend and teacher
executed, having begun their journey of belief in the resurrection and the
Christ, and now, having sensed the power of the Holy Spirit, they began to live
a new normal.

Whatever had gone before had, indeed gone. Life was never to be the same
again. But whatever that new normal was going to be the words of Jesus rang
true. ‘I will not leave you as orphans’. The early church could live because
Jesus lived in them. God was among them; the Holy Spirit, advocate and
guide was with them. Life was not easy. They were challenged, questioned,
imprisoned, persecuted, and some executed. The Holy Spirit guided them but
did not lead them out of the realities of the world in which they lived, with all its
pain and injustice.

So, as we celebrate the truth we believe, that the Holy Spirit of God is still with
us, within us and among us, let us also consider the new normal that we are
being called to. The rock on which we stand has not shifted. That is still Jesus,
the Word of God. It is his Spirit that lives with us as Advocate. But the world in
which we live and are called to love has moved. We have to consider our role
as a church and how we might express that in the way we live. Because we
live in Jesus our calling is still one of love, reaching out to the poor and the
marginalised, challenging injustice, showing mercy and compassion, and
calling all to find a new life in God’s Kingdom. But how do we now organise
ourselves so these things become central, once again, to who we are?

To do this we will need a guide. And we have been promised one and have
received one. Our task now, as we begin to consider coming out of lockdown,
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is to seek our guide’s wisdom. So, I call you to prayer. The Pentecost
celebrations are not just a marking of a centuries old story. Rather, they are a
reminder that we are not alone, our helper is with us forever.

When I visit an ancient monument, I very rarely buy a guidebook. I will wander
around, enjoying the atmosphere and guessing about stones and old rooms
based on the knowledge I already have.  But now is not the time for
wandering, now is the time for buying the guidebook, consulting it and learning
something new. We all have a part to play in this. Pray, call on the Holy Spirit,
seek God within you and around you – then consider how he wants you and
us to live. What is the Advocate saying to us about the way we use our
buildings, our meetings, our money? What are we learning? To go back to the
foundation questions of the Northumbria Community: ‘How then shall we live?
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?’ All these questions are
for us as churches but also, maybe especially, for us all as individuals playing
our parts within the whole.

May God bless you all, with the blessings of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We
are not left as orphans, he has come to us. Alleluia!

Love, Phil
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Wotton Area Mutual Aid

In  case you have mislaid the copies that should have dropped through your
letter box, I am repeating the WAMA information. Do contact them if you need
help, and if you don't and are able, please consider making a donation towards
their work. Go to https://bit.ly/2XMAljP  to access their GoFundMe page
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This news sheet is produced on behalf of Churches Together in Wotton. If you have any comments, or would like
items included in future issues, please contact Judy Mills  email judy.mills@live.co.uk


