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Sunday, 23rd August 2020  

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Collect: 

O God, you declare your almighty power 

most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 

mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 

that we, running the way of your commandments, 

may receive your gracious promises, 

and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

God of glory, 

the end of our searching, 

help us to lay aside 

all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 

and to give all that we have 

to gain the pearl beyond all price, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Isaiah 51: 1-6 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

   you that seek the Lord. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

   and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father 

   and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

   but I blessed him and made him many. 

For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

   he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

   her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

   thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 

Listen to me, my people, 

   and give heed to me, my nation; 

for a teaching will go out from me, 

   and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

   my salvation has gone out 

   and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, 

   and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

   and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

   the earth will wear out like a garment, 

   and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

but my salvation will be for ever, 

   and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 12: 1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 

you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought 

to think, but to think with sober judgement, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. For as in one body we have many members, 

and not all the members have the same function, so we, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

we are members one of another. We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, 

in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 

generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, 

in cheerfulness. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-20 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that 

the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the 

Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you 

say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 

answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Reflection from Revd Morag 

In today’s gospel story Jesus takes the disciples away 

from their normal places into the region of Caesarea 

Philippi, a place where Caesar was proclaimed god. 

Though not by the Jews who worshipped one God, 

Creator of heaven and earth, and who promised an 

‘anointed king’ (translation of ‘Messiah’). They were 

waiting for a warrior king who would defeat the 

Romans and free Israel.  
 

It was here that Jesus asked his disciples ‘Who do 

people say I am?’ They thought of people they 

respected: John the Baptist; Elijah; one of the prophets.  



But then Jesus asks: ‘Who do you say I am?’  
 

Suddenly all he has seen and heard makes sense to 

Peter. ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.’ 

And on that confession of faith, revealed to Peter by the 

Father, Jesus built his church.  
 

Following Jesus today leads people to transformation. In 

the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus taught his disciples to pray, 

‘Your Kingdom come’ and ‘Your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.’  
 

Christians have a responsibility to work for the coming 

of the Kingdom, as part of their responsibility to ‘tell the 

good news of the Kingdom of God.’  
 

How can we, as followers of Jesus in our communities 

and churches, live in a way that shows the transforming 

love of Jesus to those among whom we live? What can 

we do that could lead to a transformation in the life style 

of others around us?  
 

I’d like to share the collect for this week from Prayers 

for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare. He 

starts by taking our faith, just as it is, and shows how we 

could support and care for others in a variety of ways far 

too numerous for him to include all in this prayer, ways 

that will lead to a greater confession of the love of God 

in the world:  
 

Living God,  

you accept our stumbling faith,  

our misplaced answers,  

our false horizons,  

and through them build a way of peace:  

empower us  

to bind the wounds of the world  

and loose the debts of oppression,  

that all may confess the grace  

that is your work alone;  

through Jesus Christ, anointed for the world.’ 

 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Margaret Parish whose funeral was on 10th August at St. 

Mary’s 

Elizabeth Ann Wace who died on 6th August. 

Jocelyn “Muriel” Dormer who died on 31st July. 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

 The World and its needs 

 The Church and her life 

 Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

 Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/  
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

23rd: Sheila Green (1989) 

25th: Angela ‘Angie’ Smith (2011) 

26th: Lilian Atkins (2010) 

28th: Ivor Heaven (1994)  

Elsie Mary Carpenter (2009) 

 Anne Bayley (NB: 28/8 was her birthday) 

29th: Ivor Carpenter (2011) 
 

Nibley 

23rd: Margaret Marshall (2011) 

 Elizabeth Frances Marsh (2019) 

26th: James Edward Cook (2004) 

 Clifford Davies (2012) 
 

In August we remember in our prayers the congregation 

of the Synwell Chapel. 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

*******Notices******* 
 

Latest Reopening Update  

St. Mary’s - In line with current C of E regulations, 

there will be a 10.15am service at St. Mary’s today. It 

will take the form of Morning Prayer, with music but no 

singing. All are welcome. Face masks will be 

mandatory, a track and trace form will need to be filled 

in and social distancing adhered to. 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


St. Mary’s will continue to be open for private prayer 

each Wednesday between 10 and 5pm. The church will 

not be supervised during these times of private prayer. 

Face masks to be worn. 
 

St. Martin’s - We are sad that the church building will 

remain closed until further notice. We are unable to 

provide the requirements to be able to reopen, even 

for private prayer. The churchyard, however, is open 

and provides a place for quiet reflection and prayer – 

with benches. Please do make use of it. 

There will be a service on Sunday 6th September. More 

details to follow. 
 

St. Kenelm’s & The Chapel of Ease, Tresham - In 

line with the current Church of England guidance on 

reopening churches, Alderley and Tresham PCC has 

agreed that Tresham will be open on Mondays from 

10am to 5pm and St. Kenelm’s on Fridays from 10am 

to 5pm. The churches will not be supervised during 

these times. 

St. Kenelm’s will not be open for prayer on Friday 28th 

August. 

There will not be a service in either church during 

August. 
 

St. Martin’s - Revd Peter Marsh, from his woodwork 

shed – Each week during church closure, a recorded 'St 

Martin's Morning Service' or 'Ramblings', produced by 

the congregation & David Moss, is available on the 

church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: 11th Sunday after Trinity – Service 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

eleventh podcast is from Bishop Rachel talking with 

Revd Canon Dr Sandra Millar about Singleness. You 

can play the podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

episode-11-singleness/  

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

 Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

 Live on Sunday is streamed at 8.10am each 

Sunday. 

 Songs of Praise is aired on BBC1 on Sunday at 

1.15pm 

 Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 
 

A prayer for the Vacancy 

Lord God, 
 

Thank you for the appointment of the Reverend Rachel 

Cook as our Vicar (designate). We pray for her and her 

family as she brings her ministry as Chaplain at RAF 

Waddington to a close and prepares to move to this 

Benefice. 
 

We pray for the peoples in the parishes of the Tyndale 

Benefice as we prepare for Rachel's arrival. Help us to 

grow in love and care for all as we face changes in 

society and work patterns due to COVID19. 
 

We continue to pray for our clergy, reader and church 

wardens in their work for the parishes in these unusual 

times. Show us all how to grow in faith and in our 

relationship with you through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We ask this prayer in Jesus' name.    

Amen 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-episode-11-singleness/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-episode-11-singleness/
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

