
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 13th September 2020  

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Services: 

10.15am  St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 

 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

whose only Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence: 

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Merciful God, 

your Son came to save us 

and bore our sins on the cross: 

may we trust in your mercy 

and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness 

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Genesis 50.15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, 

‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us 

back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ So they 

approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction 

before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime 

of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” 

Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the 

God of your father.’ Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 

Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, 

‘We are here as your slaves.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you 

intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 

to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have 

no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In 

this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 14.1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the 

purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe in 

eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 

Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 

those who abstain must not pass judgement on those 

who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 

pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their 

own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while 

others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 

convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the 

day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who 

eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the 

Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to 

ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 

we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died 

and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the 

dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? 

Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For 

we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For 

it is written, 

     ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 18.21-35 

Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member 

of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed 

him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 

could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 

before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But 

that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 

seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 

Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he 

refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 

would pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what 

had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 

went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in 

anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 

would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will 

also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.’  
 

 



Reflection from Sue Plant 

Today is Education Sunday.  The angst in all the papers 

for the return of primary and secondary schools last 

week has now been replaced by worries over university 

students and whether they will stimulate a new surge of 

coronavirus cases.  Luckily, children and young people 

are versatile.  And they are all facing this upheaval 

together, which makes it a lot easier in some ways. 

Paul in his address to the Romans was also talking about 

being versatile and understanding.  However, his 

audience was not facing a situation which united them.  

In fact very much the opposite: he was addressing 

specific issues causing dissension in the early church in 

Rome: observance of holy days and rules regarding 

food.  Such issues can cause ill feeling and although 

they have no bearing on salvation, they have the 

potential to cause division among church members. 
 

We ourselves are good at adding extra beliefs or 

practices to the Gospel message based on our own 

personal preferences, culture and tradition.  Previously 

our services could accommodate a broad range of such 

practices.  But, as we have discovered these practices 

are not essential.  Our Gospel tells us God determines 

right or wrong and judgement is up to him. 
 

This leads us on to when we don’t agree with each other 

and the warning about forgiveness in Matthew.  The 

Jewish teaching was to forgive an offender 3 times.  

Generosity was important but forgiveness had its limits.  

For Jesus the answer is non-negotiable.  We must 

forgive someone seventy times seven, in other words 

without limits, because there is no limit to love and 

forgiveness.  We are clearly shown the danger to us of 

being unforgiving in today’s story.  Hatred, vengeance 

and resentment poison our lives.  Love only grows by 

giving it out.  As we expect God to forgive us, so we 

must be willing to pass on that forgiveness to others.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. 
 

On Education Sunday remember we never stop learning.  

Things are not the same at our services at the moment.  

They won’t be for many months. We can’t do many of 

the things we used to do in the way we liked to do them.  

But we can be open-minded and look to the future.  As 

Paul tells us: Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honour of the Lord...We do not live to ourselves... 
 

Love and God bless, Sue 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Doreen Milling whose funeral was on 4th September. 

Allan and Margaret Parish who were interred at St. 

Mary’s on Friday. 

Adrian John Warren Rowles whose funeral was on 10th 

September 

 

 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 
  

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

 The World and its needs 

 The Church and her life 

 Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

 Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

13th: Steven Hanney  (2005) 

 Olive Louise Shearman (2013)  

 Revd Canon Iain Marchant (2019)  

14th: Margaret Douglas Thorp (2010) 

 Leslie Tracy (‘Les’) Halpin – Tresham (2013) 

15th: Frederick Thomas Sillett Pr. 

16th: Melanie Jane Summers – Alderley (2013) 

18th: Beryl Anne Kingan (2008) 

 David Edward Gardner – Tresham (2013) 

19th: Peter Gadsden (2019) 
  

Nibley 

13th: Revd Canon Iain Marchant (2019) 
  

In September we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Quakers. 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 

 

*******Notices******* 
The Benefice/Parish Office – the office within the 

Parish Rooms is reopening. There will be a new system 

in place to ensure we are all safe. Please ring the bell as 

before, and I will talk to you through the serving hatch 

in the kitchen. The Office open hours are: 

Tuesday – Thursday: 10.15am – 12.15pm 

Friday: 10.15am – 11.15pm 
 

Latest Reopening Update  

After the Governments latest guidance of “the law of 6” 

(starting from Monday), we are still able to have our 

Morning Prayer service at St. Mary’s. It is on the 

condition that we continue to follow the strict 

observances of virus-prevention protocols. 

 

St. Mary’s – Private prayer is available in the church on 

Wednesdays from 10am – 5pm 

Morning Prayer Service on Sundays at 10.15am 
 

St. Martin’s – The next service at St. Martin’s is on 

Sunday 20th September at 9.30am. 

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: 14th Sunday after Trinity – Ramblings 
 

The churchyard, however, is open and provides a place 

for quiet reflection and prayer – with benches. Please do 

make use of it. 
 

The Chapel of Ease, Tresham is open on Mondays 

from 10am to 5pm for private prayer. 

St. Kenelm’s is open on Fridays from 10am to 5pm for 

private prayer and the 3rd Sunday (20th September) in 

the month for a service at 11am. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

twelfth podcast is from Bishop Rachel talking with 3 

people about how we navigate through a landscape of 

trauma to an era of hope. You can play the podcast by 

going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

episode-12-navigating-these-times/ 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

 Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

 Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

 Songs of Praise airs on BBC1, Sunday -11.15pm 

 Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 

Service from the Church of England 

 Sundays from 9am -  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

A prayer for the Vacancy 

Lord God, 
 

Thank you for the appointment of the Reverend Rachel 

Cook as our Vicar (designate). We pray for her and her 

family as she brings her ministry as Chaplain at RAF 

Waddington to a close and prepares to move to this 

Benefice. 
 

We pray for the peoples in the parishes of the Tyndale 

Benefice as we prepare for Rachel's arrival. Help us to 

grow in love and care for all as we face changes in 

society and work patterns due to COVID19. 
 

We continue to pray for our clergy, reader and church 

wardens in their work for the parishes in these unusual 

times. Show us all how to grow in faith and in our 

relationship with you through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We ask this prayer in Jesus' name. Amen 

Services next week – Sunday 20th September 
  9.30am – St. Martin’s Spoken Word  
10.15am – St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 
11.00am – St. Kenelm’s  

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 or 07483 146531  
wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-episode-12-navigating-these-times/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-episode-12-navigating-these-times/
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

