
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 20th September 2020  

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Services: 

 9.30am St. Martin’s Spoken Word 

10.15am  St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 

11.00am St. Kenelm’s service 

 

Collect: 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 

     upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent 

     in the fellowship of the gospel 

that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in 

service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Lord God, 

defend your Church from all false teaching 

and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 

that we may enjoy eternal life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Jonah 3: 10-end of 4 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how 

they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 

them; and he did not do it. But this was very displeasing 

to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD 

and said, ‘O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was 

still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish 

at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O 

LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for 

me to die than to live.’ And the LORD said, ‘Is it right 

for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city 

and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 

what would become of the city. 

The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up 

over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 

bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it 

withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 

that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 

‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 

But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry 

about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to 

die.’ Then the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about 

the bush, for which you did not labour and which you 

did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished 

in a night. And should I not be concerned about 

Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know 

their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’  
 

2nd Reading: Philippians 1: 21-end 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to 

live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I 

do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between 

the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 

that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know 

that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 

progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly 

in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 

again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 

Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent 

and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for 

the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by 

your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 

destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s 

doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 

not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him 

as well – since you are having the same struggle that 

you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 20: 1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 

labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to 

them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out 

again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the 

same. And about five o'clock he went out and found 

others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are 

you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, 

“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 

also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 

labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and then going to the first.” When those hired about 

five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily 

wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 



would receive more; but each of them also received the 

usual daily wage. And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal 

to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, 

I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 

the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 

I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 

Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 

to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So 

the last will be first, and the first will be last.’  
 

Reflection from Revd Morag 

For most of my working life, I have been a primary 

school teacher, and one of the things I enjoyed most was 

telling stories. 
 

Many years ago, I bought a book called ‘Stories for 

Thinking.’ It has stories from around the world and each 

story ends with various questions to help children dig 

more deeply into its meaning. I was intrigued to find the 

parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard among those 

stories, and naturally I used it quite often, especially 

when I was supply teaching. 
 

Over the years I have had many good discussions with 

children on the themes of fairness/justice and 

generosity, for children have a deep sense of those 

things.  
 

The last section of the story of Jonah shows a man 

beginning to understand the depth of love that God has 

for all peoples. Initially Jonah refused to speak of God’s 

love to the Ninevites as they were not considered part of 

God’s chosen people. It took the speedy growth of a 

bush for shelter and the equally speedy demise of that 

bush for Jonah to begin to understand that God loves all 

peoples. 
 

Both the parable and the story point to the nature of God 

whose love and mercy for every person is to be shared, 

as Jesus taught - love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

I wonder how as disciples of Jesus today we show and 

tell others of the amazingly generous love of God that 

we experience daily. I wonder what our community, our 

country, would look like if each Christian practised the 

love of God, especially in this time when discrepancies 

are seen more clearly. I wonder what would need to 

change in the world’s political systems if a similarly 

generous love was to be at the root of all decisions. 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Allan and Margaret Parish who were interred at St. 

Mary’s last week. 

Adrian John Warren Rowles whose funeral was on 10th 

September 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 
God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
  

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

 The World and its needs 

 The Church and her life 

 Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

 Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

20th: Julie Rosemary Heaven  

 Granville Clutterbuck (2005)  

 Denis Wright (2005)  

21st: Leonard Wakefield (2009) 

 Colin Nicholls (2012) 

 John Robert (‘Bill’) Andrews (2015) 

22nd: Jane Stinchcombe (2010) 

23rd: John Lawlor (1993) 
 

Nibley 

23rd: Margaret (Maggie) Coffin (2011) 

25th: Barbara Prior (2003) 

26th:  Alfred Loveridge (2007) 
  

In September we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Quakers. 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 

 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


*******Notices******* 
FREE Online Dementia Awareness Sessions - Forest 

of Dean District Council have kindly offered places on 

their ONLINE Dementia Awareness sessions for any 

Stroud District resident. There are a variety of dates & 

times – if you would like more information, ring or drop 

me an email in the office, and I can forward the 

information. 
 

Everyday Faith – Gloucester Diocese virtual 

conference 3rd October - You are invited to be part of a 

special online Festival of Everyday Faith bringing 

Christians together from every worshipping community 

to equip them to live out their faith any time, any 

place. Gathering together from all over the diocese this 

festival will explore different ways to become confident 

in what it means to be a Christian in everything we do – 

work, rest or play. If you would like more details visit - 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/your-

ministry/everyday-faith-2/  
 

The Benefice/Parish Office – the office within the 

Parish Rooms is reopening. There will be a new system 

in place to ensure we are all safe. Please ring the bell as 

before, and I will talk to you through the serving hatch 

in the kitchen. The Office open hours are: 

Tuesday – Thursday: 10.15am – 12.15pm 

Friday: 10.15am – 11.15pm 
 

Latest Reopening Update - After the Governments 

latest guidance of “the law of 6”, we are still able to 

have our Morning Prayer service at St. Mary’s. It is on 

the condition that we continue to follow the strict 

observances of virus-prevention protocols. 

St. Mary’s – Private prayer is available in the church on 

Wednesdays from 10am – 5pm 

Morning Prayer Service on Sundays at 10.15am 
 

St. Martin’s – The next service at St. Martin’s is on 

Sunday 20th September at 9.30am. 

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: 15th Sunday after Trinity – Service 
 

The churchyard, however, is open and provides a place 

for quiet reflection and prayer – with benches. Please do 

make use of it. 
 

The Chapel of Ease, Tresham is open on Mondays 

from 10am to 5pm for private prayer.  

St. Kenelm’s is open on Fridays from 10am to 5pm for 

private prayer and the 3rd Sunday (20th September) in 

the month for a service at 11am. 
 

 

 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

twelfth podcast is from Bishop Rachel talking with 3 

people about how we navigate through a landscape of 

trauma to an era of hope. You can play the podcast by 

going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

episode-12-navigating-these-times/ 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

 Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

 Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

 Songs of Praise airs on BBC1, Sunday -11.15pm 

 Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 

Service from the Church of England 

 Sundays from 9am -  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

A prayer for the Vacancy 
Lord God, 

Thank you for the appointment of the Reverend Rachel Cook 

as our Vicar (designate). We pray for her and her family as 

she brings her ministry as Chaplain at RAF Waddington to a 

close and prepares to move to this Benefice. 
 

We pray for the peoples in the parishes of the Tyndale 

Benefice as we prepare for Rachel's arrival. Help us to grow 

in love and care for all as we face changes in society and 

work patterns due to COVID19. 
 

We continue to pray for our clergy, reader and church 

wardens in their work for the parishes in these unusual times. 

Show us all how to grow in faith and in our relationship with 

you through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask this prayer in 

Jesus’ name. Amen 

Services next week – Sunday 27th September 
10.15am – St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 / 07483 146531         wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/your-ministry/everyday-faith-2/
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