
 

        Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 6th September 2020  

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Services: 

  9.30am  St. Martin’s Service of the Word 

10.15am  St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 

11.00am  Chapel of Ease Harvest Festival service 

 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

who called your Church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to 

yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Almighty God, 

you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength 

and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Ezekiel 33: 7-11 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of 

Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you 

shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, 

‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die’, and you do not 

speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 

wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 

require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn 

from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, 

the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 

saved your life. 
 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you 

have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon 

us, and we waste away because of them; how then can 

we live?’ Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I 

have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 

back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house 

of Israel? 
 

 

2nd Reading: Romans 13: 8-end 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for 

the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 

commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 

covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in 

this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does 

no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling 

of the law. 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 

moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 

the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let 

us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 

in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20 

‘If another member of the church sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If 

the member listens to you, you have regained that 

one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 

the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 

church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-

collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two 

or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them.’ 
 

Reflection from Revd Morag 

In previous reflections near the start of the lockdown in 

our country, I noted the way that this community pulled 

together, helping one another and caring for those who 

had to shield. That’s an appropriate way for a 

community to be as we found ourselves in a situation 

that we had never experienced before, and it is great to 

be a part of this community. 
 

In all today’s readings, one thread is relationships in the 

life of a community. In the very beginning God created 

humans to live in a community of love with God and 

with each other. But that lasted only until the first 

couple disobeyed God, and tried to justify themselves 

by blaming another, thus putting a strain on the 

relationships between humans and God, and between 

each other. 
 

God however did not give up on humans, as we read in 

the stories that come from the millennia before the birth 

of Jesus. Ezekiel is appointed by God as a ‘sentinel for 

the house of Israel’ - to remind them to ‘turn back from 



their wicked ways.’ For God does not desire the death of 

any of his people. 
 

Indeed, ‘God so loved the world that he sent his only 

son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have everlasting life.’  
 

Jesus has some words to say about how to deal with 

situations where things have gone wrong, giving actions 

to take in a particular 

situation. It’s not easy to confront wrongdoing or 

wrong-speaking when it appears to be around us in so 

many guises. What do you do when a member of your 

family, face-to-face or in a comment on a social media 

site, makes a racist/sexist - or other ‘ist’ comment? 

What do you do when one of your family, in disagreeing 

with someone’s opinion, uses really nasty words to 

describe what they think of any person holding such 

opinions? How do we ‘proclaim the good news of God’s 

love’ (today’s Collect) in a world too quick to condemn 

people?  
 

Paul, in those few verses from the letter to the Romans, 

reminds us to love one another 

because ‘salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers.’ Therefore we are to ‘put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ,’ (for more details of Paul’s meaning, see 

Ephesians 6:10-17). 
 

Living in community is not always easy but Jesus calls 

us to love God and love one another, in a community 

that enables the Kingdom of God to come ‘on earth as in 

heaven.’ 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

Doreen Milling whose funeral was on Friday at St. 

Mary’s 

Adrian John Warren Rowles who died on 19th Aug 

Jocelyn “Muriel” Dormer whose funeral was on 25th 

Aug at Westerleigh (apologies, location was wrong in 

last pew sheet) 

Elizabeth Ann Wace whose funeral was on 26th August 

at St. Kenelm’s. 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

 The World and its needs 

 The Church and her life 

 Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

 Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

6th: Violet Eileen (‘Muriel’) May (2000) 

 Leslie Atkins (2008) 

Jack and Gladys Bayley (NB: Anne Bayley’s 

parents wedding day) 

7th: Lorna Blyth MacClure (2007, Alderley) 

 May Mutter (2017) 

8th: Ivy Moss (1992)  

 Sylvia Taylor (2011) 

9th: Grantley Richard Burford (2007) 

10th: Peter Lloyd Excell (1999)  

 Hilary Noon (2019) 

12th: Stanley William Spencer  

 Roger Charles Tanner (2008) 
  
 

Nibley 

5th: Colin William Lark (2003)  

 Harold Tudor (2000) 

11th: Raymond Kerslake (2014) 
  

In September we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Quakers. 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services, & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

*******Notices******* 
The Benefice/Parish Office – the office within the 

Parish Rooms is reopening. There will be a new system 

in place to ensure we are all safe. Please ring the bell as 

before, and I will talk to you through the serving hatch 

in the kitchen. The Office open hours are: 

Tuesday – Thursday: 10.15am – 12.15pm 

Friday: 10.15am – 11.15pm 
 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


Latest Reopening Update  

St. Mary’s – Private prayer is available in the church on 

Wednesdays from 10am – 5pm 

Morning Prayer Service on Sundays at 10.15am 
 

St. Martin’s - Whilst the church remains generally 

closed, there will be a Service of the Word at 9.30am on 

Sunday 6th September, and fortnightly thereafter. 

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: 13th Sunday after Trinity – Service 
 

The churchyard, however, is open and provides a place 

for quiet reflection and prayer – with benches. Please do 

make use of it. 
 

The Chapel of Ease, Tresham is open on Mondays 

from 10am to 5pm for private prayer and there will be a 

Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 6th September, 

11am in the churchyard. 
 

St. Kenelm’s is open on Fridays from 10am to 5pm for 

private prayer and the 3rd Sunday in the month for a 

service at 11am. 
 

 

 

 
 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

twelfth podcast is from Bishop Rachel talking with 3 

people about how we navigate through a landscape of 

trauma to an era of hope. You can play the podcast by 

going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

episode-12-navigating-these-times/ 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

 Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

 Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

 Songs of Praise airs on BBC1, Sunday -11.15pm 

 Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 

Service from the Church of England 

 Sundays from 9am -  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

A prayer for the Vacancy 

Lord God, 
 

Thank you for the appointment of the Reverend Rachel 

Cook as our Vicar (designate). We pray for her and her 

family as she brings her ministry as Chaplain at RAF 

Waddington to a close and prepares to move to this 

Benefice. 
 

We pray for the peoples in the parishes of the Tyndale 

Benefice as we prepare for Rachel's arrival. Help us to 

grow in love and care for all as we face changes in 

society and work patterns due to COVID19. 
 

We continue to pray for our clergy, reader and church 

wardens in their work for the parishes in these unusual 

times. Show us all how to grow in faith and in our 

relationship with you through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We ask this prayer in Jesus' name. Amen 

Services next week – Sunday 13th September 
 10.15am – St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 

Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:               
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838  
 

Tresham Churchwarden:  
Susan Whitfield –01666 890 338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 or 07483 146531  
wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-episode-12-navigating-these-times/
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mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
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