
 

       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 29th November 2020 

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 

humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

 to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the 

light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Isaiah 64.1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

     so that the mountains would quake at your presence –  

as when fire kindles brushwood  

     and the fire causes water to boil –  

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

     so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

     you came down, the mountains quaked at your  

     presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 

     no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

     who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

     those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

     because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

     and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

     and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

     or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

     and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

     we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

     we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

     and do not remember iniquity for ever. 

     Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

My brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 

in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind – just as the testimony of 

Christ has been strengthened among you – so that you 

are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by 

him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Gospel: Mark 13.24-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after that 

suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

      and the moon will not give its light, 

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

      and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” 

with great power and glory. Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 

all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 

say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  
 

Reflection from Revd Morag 

Advent - the start of the Church calendar - is a time of 

waiting in hope and expectation. Maybe this year, you 

feel you have been doing that since the first lockdown in 



March. Maybe with the news of three possible vaccines 

that could be rolled out in the coming months, ‘waiting 

in hope and expectation’ has an extra meaning in the 

possibility of being able to live with the virus without 

some of the current restrictions. 

Advent is a time when we say/sing, ‘O come, o come, 

Emmanuel.’ Christians look forward to the celebration 

of the coming of the Saviour as a human baby at the first 

Christmas. Emmanuel - God-with-us - coming to show 

the steadfast love that God has for the humans whom he 

made in his own image. 

Yet Advent has also traditionally been seen as a time to 

be actively watchful, to consider the final future of the 

world and to prepare for that time when Jesus will return 

as King and gather his elect. In the gospel reading, Jesus 

urges his disciples to beware, to keep alert, to keep 

awake, in order to be ready for that coming time by 

living as a faithful follower of Jesus in the present time. 

As we continue to live in this extraordinary time, when 

so much of the way in which we live our lives has had 

to change and more changes will be needed as a result, 

there is much comfort to take from what Paul wrote to 

the Corinthians that will enable us to move forward with 

hope: the reminder that grace and peace come from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; and that he will 

strengthen us to the end for ‘God is faithful.’ 

Here is a prayer for the lighting of the first candle on the 

Advent Wreath: 

Lord Jesus, Light of the World  

Born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 

Born like him to be a king: 

Be born in our hearts this Christmas-tide, 

be king of our lives today. 
 

For your prayers: 

For those who have died and their families: 

William Walton whose interment was on 23rd November 

at St. Mary’s 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Weekly Prayer 30th November – 6th December (tying in 

with 28 days of prayer, Prayer for the Nation) 

Loving God, 

your Son Jesus Christ came that we might have life and 

have it abundantly; 

pour out your blessing upon our nation; 

where there is illness, 

bring your healing touch; 

where there is fear, 

strengthen us with the knowledge of your presence; 

where there is uncertainty, 

build us up in faith; 

where there is dishonesty, 

lead us into truth; 

where there is discord, 

may we know the harmony of your love; 

this we ask in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

 The World and its needs 

 The Church and her life 

 Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

 Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website - Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton 

30th: Audrey May Timmins (2007 – s: David) 

December 

1st: Anthony Thomas Noon (Tony) (2014) 

3rd: Carl Luton (2005)  

 John Edward White (2017) 

4th: Kathleen Mary Bendon (2007) 

 Joy Enid Hesse-Philipson (2010) 

 Daniel “Danny” Pagett (2017) 

5th: Cyril Webster (1998) 

 Zilpha Mary Hone Hills (Marie) (2011) 

 Jennifer Mary Richards (2012) 

Nibley 

2nd: Sybil Helen Candy (1980) 
 

In November we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Baptist Church. 
 

In 'normal' times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer - please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07483 146531, with your name and 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

*******Notices******* 
 

And let us pray – We continue the Prayer for the 

Nation, an invitation to pray at 6pm everyday until the 

end of this lockdown period. We will also continue to 

ring the bell at St. Mary’s every evening at 6pm as a call 

to prayer at home. 
 

St. Mary’s Foodbank Advent Collection – On 

Saturday 28th November from 10am until 2pm, St. 

Mary’s will be accepting donations to the local 

foodbank. Bring them to the west door, where they will 

be collected (all socially distanced) They are looking for 

any festive food or treats.  

Christmas Shopping list: Sweets, chocolates, luxury 

crisps, Christmas puddings, mince pies, hot chocolate, 

nuts, savoury crackers, gravy granules, dried stuffing, 

tinned ham, Christmas preserves 
 

St. Martin’s Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 

20th December - David Moss will be leading this as a 

Zoom service, assisted by the Oriana singers. It will be 

at 4.30 pm on Sunday 20th December. The zoom licence 

allows for a limited number of ‘attendees’. Please send 

an email to stmartins.northnibley@gmail.com to book a 

place and request the log-in codes. 
 

Latest Reopening Update - After the Governments 

latest guidance all churches can only be open for private 

prayer. 

St. Mary’s – Private prayer is available in the church on  

Wednesdays from 10am – 4pm 

There will not be a Holy Communion service on 

Wednesday 2nd December. 

From next Sunday (6th December) we can resume the 

Sunday morning Prayer services at 10.15am 
 

St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings will be 

available online only 

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: 1st Sunday of Advent – Service of The Word 

on line 

The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 
 

The Chapel of Ease, Tresham - The Church will be 

open for Private Prayer on Mondays between 10am and 

3pm.  

The church will be open for a Morning Prayer service 

on Sunday 6th December at 11.00am 

St. Kenelm’s is open on Fridays from 10am to 3pm for 

private prayer  

 

 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing fortnightly 

audio series finding out about different projects, 

organisations and inspirational stories. The seventeenth 

and eighteenth podcasts is from Bishop Rachel is a 

series of two podcasts on human sexuality. Bishop 

Rachel speaks with a number of people about the 

Church of England’s Living in Love and Faith 

resources. You can play the podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

human-sexuality/ 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

 Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

 Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

 Songs of Praise airs on BBC1, Sunday - 1.15pm 

 Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 
 

Service from the Church of England 

 Sundays from 9am -  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

A prayer for the Vacancy 
Lord God, 

Thank you for the appointment of the Reverend Rachel 

Cook as our Vicar (designate). We pray for her and her 

family as she brings her ministry as Chaplain at RAF 

Waddington to a close and prepares to move to this 

Benefice. 
 

We pray for the peoples in the parishes of the Tyndale 

Benefice as we prepare for Rachel's arrival. Help us to 

grow in love and care for all as we face changes in 

society and work patterns due to COVID19.  

We continue to pray for our clergy, reader and church 

wardens in their work for the parishes in these unusual 

times. Show us all how to grow in faith and in our 

relationship with you through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Services next week – Sunday 6th December 
 10.15am – St. Mary’s Morning Prayer 
11.00am – The Chapel of Ease, Tresham - Service 

mailto:stmartins.northnibley@gmail.com
http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-human-sexuality/
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-human-sexuality/
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
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Clergy: 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 / 07483 146531         wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

