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February 2021

Christians worshipping, working and social distancing together in
Wotton under Edge

This year, the start of Lent is going to be somewhat different. No service in
church, but we hope that people will join St. Mary's in their Ash Wednesday
Zoom Service.

Wednesday 17 February at 7.30pm
Details:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87515908273?pwd=VVo0VDNibjNaSjB0QVhYNnJ
1VTBJdz09

Meeting ID: 875 1590 8273
Passcode: zU5S66

If anyone would like some ash to use in the service, you can "pre-order" by
emailing wotvicsec@btconnect.com or ring 07799 474054. You will be able to
pick it up from St. Mary's Church on Sunday 14 February between 2 - 4pm or
Tuesday 16 February between 10 - 12pm (all COVID guidelines will be
adhered to). If anyone can't make it to St. Mary's to pick up the ash, please let
the office know when phoning or emailing through.

All are welcome.

Kate Cropper

Shrove Tuesday  16 February
Ash Wednesday  17 February

Good Friday 2 April
Easter Day   4 April

//us05web.zoom.us/j/87515908273?pwd=VVo0VDNibjNaSjB0QVhYNnJ1VTBJdz09 
//us05web.zoom.us/j/87515908273?pwd=VVo0VDNibjNaSjB0QVhYNnJ1VTBJdz09 
mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com
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The Christingle service at St Mary's is one of the best-attended – if not the
best-attended - of the year. It is also, nationwide, a vital fundraiser for The
Children's Society. Sharon Dove had the inspired idea of a 'Walk-through
Christingle' with displays explaining the significance of the Christingle orange,
ribbon, sweets and candle, and a Christingle in kit form for people to take
home. Further, she decided it would be wonderful if the various churches,
schools and groups in the town could come together to create it.

Much time and thought went into the displays, and clearly those who created
them benefited from the experience as well.

The Christingle was open for three days, at the end of which over £1100 had
been raised for the Children's Society, but for Sharon, the important factors
were about working together and having an event for the community. She was
also thrilled to be able to welcome people who, even though they had lived in
Wotton for years, had never before been inside St Mary's.

The photo shows the British School display ‘The fruits of the earth’ (apologies
to those who can only see this in hard copy as it’s harder to see the detail)

Read the Blue Coat School article for more about their part in the 2020
Christingle.
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 Introducing the
Community Freezer -
covering Wotton and
the surrounding area,

The freezer is at The
Keepers on Symn
Lane - near the
entrance to Blue Coat
School, and is for
anyone who would like
a healthy, tasty, frozen
meal! Just SELECT
YOUR MEAL AND
PAY AS YOU  FEEL!
That may be 1p or £5 -
or anywhere in
between!!!

The menu changes but
examples include:

* Veggie Curry
* Pumpkin and
butterbean Rice
* Roasted Broccoli
Pasta
* Tomato & Veg Pasta
* Chicken Curry
* Meatballs, Mash and
Peas
* Beef Stew
* Cottage Pie

The freezer is about food equality rather than food poverty - those in the
community able to pay more, supporting those in the community who currently
pay less, and anyone can come!   People can pick up meals for themselves,
or for their neighbour, directly from the Keepers - Covid measures have been
put in place. If people are shielding, or unable to physically get to the building,
they can phone WAMA  07545 042794 before 11a.m on a Monday and meals
can be delivered that day.

The meals are produced by  The Long Table
https://www.thelongtableonline.com/

Many thanks

Gail

On behalf of Wotton Area Mutual Aid (WAMA)
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Matt Frost and Tom Wharin are “Two
Pastors in a Pub”, herded by their friend
Karen Simson and tackling some of the
tough questions about life, faith, God,
the world and some weird drinks.

Follow the link to choose a podcast:

https://wottonbaptist.org.uk/3868-2/

https://wottonbaptist.org.uk/3868-2/
https://wottonbaptist.org.uk/3868-2/
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Praying for the Churches (1)

In February we are asked to pray for the Oliver Memorial Chapel at Synwell.

Lois writes: “Thanks to all for your prayers for the Chapel. Some of our
members including myself are not very expert with the Internet but we have
been able to keep in touch with each other in more traditional ways.

“We would ask for your blessings especially for the younger members of the
chapel who have all  been a huge help with their different gifts and talents all
throughout this difficult time and especially at Christmas, making it very special
for us all. They have lots of ideas to carry forward for this year.“

Praying for the Churches (2)

It seems appropriate that we should also pray for the leaders and ministers of
all our churches at this time. It’s easy to forget the effect the past year has had
on them and we still expect them to be there whenever we want them, for
worship, for funerals, for decision-making, regardless of the pressures and
worries they may have in their own lives.

The Singles Space, hosted by Wotton Baptist Church
A new social group for single people. During lockdown, this will be via Zoom.

The purpose is to provide a forum for us to gather and to have a bit of fun.

Post lockdown, the world’s our oyster. Zoom coffee chats could expand into
walks, coffee shop meetings, Saturday brunches, cinema trips - ideas will be
led by the group.

It’s an inclusive group which means ALL single people are welcome - church-
goers or not, tall or short, contacts or glasses, widowed and divorced, single
by choice or by chance - we’d love to welcome you all.

Come and test us out, and then maybe invite a friend too.

Contacts: Judy Breavington and Louisa Lockwood via
admin@wottonbaptist.org.uk

First Saturday of each month:
Saturday 6 February, Saturday 6 March, Saturday 3 April
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In our churches: -

None of the Wotton church buildings is currently open for
worship, but that won’t stop us!

Holy Cross Church is closed again. When the third lockdown started some
parishioners who had been booked-in to come to Mass decided not to come.
Then Father George felt we should keep to the government guidelines and not
be in gatherings even if we are at a distance, to minimise the transmission of
Covid. Holy Cross is very small and it is hard to keep away from each other
while entering and leaving.   He has stopped saying Mass in public but Christ
the King, Thornbury is open for personal prayer at certain times. Those of us
with the internet are back to online Masses. We feel very blessed that we can
access these.

Several members of Holy Cross joined in the Zoom prayers for Christian Unity
last week and we enjoyed praying with the other Christians. There were four
half hour sessions led by the Baptists,the United Church, Holy Cross and St
Mary's. It was an opportunity to pray about Christian Unity but also be thankful
for our NHS and all the volunteers working to help people. We also prayed  for
all the sick in the world but especially those in Wotton and for those who have
died and the bereaved. There is a lot to pray about at the moment.

Kate Barlow

After reopening for a few weeks, despite the government’s decision to allow
places of worship to remain open, both St Mary’s and the United Church
decided that, with the number of Covid cases rising sharply, the right thing to
do would be to once more close their doors. (It’s about saving lives as well as
saving souls). Sadly this meant some last-minute change of plans, including
the Licensing Service for Reverend Rachel Cook, hereinafter referred-to as
‘Cookie’, which over one hundred people from all of Wotton’s churches and
beyond were able to follow online.

Anyone with internet access can watch the weekly Act of Worship prepared by
Phil Summers of the United Church. The link is on the United Church
Facebook page.

Wotton Baptist Church has continued with Zoom services: if you wish to join
in, please contact Tom (tom@wottonbaptist.org.uk)

mailto:tom@wottonbaptist.org.uk
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Churches Together in Wotton

Representatives from each church will be
meeting (good old Zoom!) on Monday 8
February. It is a way of keeping up-to-date
about what is happening in the churches,
and finding ways, as Christians, to support
each other and the wider community.

This month we enter the season of Lent
which we have traditionally marked by
yearly alternating House Study Groups and
a Lecture Series. There are plans, and we
will publicise them as soon as we can.

It seems very unlikely that anything similar to the Good Friday Walk of Witness
or the Easter Sunrise Service can take place again this year - if anyone has
any bright ideas of ways we can observe Easter together, please let us know.
In fact, if there is anything you would like us to discuss, please let Tom Wharin
(tom@wottonbaptist.org.uk), or your own church leader know.

The situation regarding Coronavirus still seems to change on almost a daily
basis, but at this time it also seems unlikely that Holiday at Home will be
possible in 2021. On the other hand we remain optimistic about the
vaccination programme (and hope that everyone accepts a vaccine when it’s
their turn).

As Kate mentions in her report about Holy Cross, short services for the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity were arranged on Zoom and were much better
attended than in previous years when people would have had to leave their
homes on cold, dark January evenings. But we are still aware that there are
those without internet access who can’t join in this way.

We hope everyone received their Christmas Card; thanks to Sarah Kamm for
a beautiful, unique and very relevant image, and to Julie and Geoff Ashby for
delivering all the cards.

mailto:tom@wottonbaptist.org.uk
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All Change (again) at Blue Coat C of E VE Primary School

As with all schools, it has been a period of significant change for Blue Coat
Primary.  Since the last edition of Together in Wotton, we have been asked to
close for the majority of children again, due to the latest lockdown.  This has
been a very challenging time for us all, however I have been delighted by the
incredible response from staff, Governors, children and families in ensuring
that this challenge has been met with the needs of the children at the front of
our minds.
For many children this means that they are now learning remotely.  Learning is
still set, just as it would be if children were in school, but in these
circumstances children access it over the internet.  Teachers are holding
virtual meetings with the children each day in order to explain the learning for
the children, share a story and also to simply to allow children to see each
other.  Through doing this, we hope to help the children and the staff to still
feel part of our school community, even when lessons are taking place over a
screen.  We have been impressed by the quality of what the children have
produced at home, below is an example of some wonderful artwork that was
completed remotely.

However, the school is still very much open.  As with all schools, the
Government have asked us to remain open for any vulnerable children or the
children of a family where at least one parent is classified as a critical worker.
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You may have read in the national and local press, that the number of children
still attending school has increased significantly from the first national
lockdown.  Blue Coat currently has over 100 children attending the school.
This is approximately one third of all of the children.  Staff have shown
extraordinary dedication by coming to school and teaching these children,
despite the potential risks, as well as continuing to provide online support for
the children learning from home.
Whilst this has been a challenging time, this is a school and fun is always
close by!  We have been entertained by the children’s learning at home as well
as in school.  Children videoing themselves as teachers as well as some
hilarious “hot seating” have kept a smile on all of our faces.  We consider
ourselves incredibly fortunate that during a time of isolation for so many
people, we are able to stay connected with our children and families
Before lockdown, we celebrated a socially distanced Christmas as Blue Coat.
Whilst there were some additional hurdles to overcome, we tried to ensure that
the children experienced as many of the traditional activities as possible.  We
had an online nativity, where children sang, danced and dressed up whilst
telling the story of the birth of Christ.  Parents and Grandparents joined us in
watching this virtually.  Children also had their usual parties and a special
Christmas lunch – both were carefully designed to be enjoyable whilst
ensuring distancing protocols were followed.

Mrs Dove, shown above here in front of the Blue Coat display, helped organise
the Christingle event, in association with The Children’s Society.  She was
passionate that this should continue, despite the difficulties, as it is such an
important event for the community.  The children who took part, told me just
how important it was to keep Christingle as an event, as it meant that a special
Christmas tradition was continuing.
You may well have seen that this was not the only Christingle event that Blue
Coat took part in.  We were honoured to be selected as one of only two
schools who were asked to take part in the National Christingle Service.   We
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felt that the service was incredibly important this year, as the message of light
and hope were needed as many of us were experiencing a difficult time. For
the first time ever, families were able to experience Christingle from the
comfort of their own home. Alongside some children from Blue Coat who were
asked to take part, was the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of
Gloucester, a life sized Christingle orange and multi-award winning, number
one classical soprano Joanna Forest!  If you did not get the chance to watch
the service, it is still available to watch on the Church of England’s You Tube
channel.

Despite these many highs, we have missed being able to see our wider
community in person.  Alongside many of you, we are very much looking
forward to the time that we can open our doors to all of our children, safely.
There have been many creative ways in which we have stayed in contact with
our community that have been so supportive during these difficult times but
there really is nothing to replace meeting them in person.

Glyn Jones
Headmaster
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Keeping it simple

"How do you do it?" said night "How do you
wake and shine?" "I keep it simple." said light
"One day at a time"

Lemn Sissay MBE

World Day of Prayer – Friday 5 March

The World Day of Prayer is still put together by
women but it is for everyone.  This year we will
probably not be able to meet, so are planning to
hold the service on Zoom, starting at 10 am as
usual.

This year it has been prepared by the women of
Vanuatu on the theme “Building on a Strong
Foundation”.  Vanuatu is an archipelago of 80

islands about 2000 miles east of Australia; the Spanish were the first
Europeans to arrive there in 1606 and Captain Cook named it the New
Hebrides in 1707.  It became an independent parliamentary democracy in
1980 when it took the name Vanuatu.  The service includes more information
about the country.

We will run the service as closely as possible to how it would be if we held it in
a church, which means that we need a number of people prepared to read part
of the service; they don’t all have to be women.  If you are willing to be one of
those people, please get in touch with Alison Jackson on
alison.jackson24@btinternet.com

As we were hoping to be able to meet, we have the usual number of service
booklets.  If you are not on the internet, or are uncomfortable with Zoom, or not
available at that time and you would like to read the service at home, please
get in touch with Liz Wright on 01453 298004 and she will make sure that you
receive one.

The Zoom link will be in the next edition of Together in Wotton and on the
websites of the various churches.

Alison
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‘together in Wotton’ is produced on behalf of all the Wotton under Edge
Churches. Items and comments are welcome and should be sent to the Editor,

Judy Mills judy.mills@live.co.uk

mailto:judy.mills@live.co.uk

