
 

       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 31st January 2021 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
 

There are no services or opening for private Prayer in 

Tyndale Benefice church buildings until further notice 
 

Collect: 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

clothed in majesty, 

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the 

Temple, 

in substance of our flesh: 

grant that we may be presented to you 

with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy 

to your heavenly Father, 

your God, and our God. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Malachi 3: 1-5 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 

before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 

come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 

the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he 

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 

and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 

righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as 

in former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be 

swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the 

adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against 

those who oppress the hired workers in their wages, the 

widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside 

the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
 

2nd Reading: Hebrews 2: 14-end 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise shared the same things, so that through 

death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear 

that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants 

of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 

brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be 

a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 

to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. Because he himself was tested by what he 

suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
 

Gospel: Luke 2: 22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 

forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 

the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying, 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   which you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 

was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 

many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your 

own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 

of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 

lived with her husband for seven years after her 

marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting 

and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and 

began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 

who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law 

of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 

of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 

 



Reflection from Revd Morag 

As we live through yet another Lockdown and wait for 

its ending, I wonder what are your hopes and 

expectations for life after Lockdown, and also for later 

when life begins to take on a pattern that will be called 

‘normal’. 
 

During the past few weeks I have listened to the hopes 

and expectations of many people. It has been interesting 

to reflect on them, particularly as I have also been 

reflecting on the hopes and expectations that Simeon 

and Anna had. 
 

These two elderly people had been waiting in hope for 

years. Simeon was guided by the Holy Spirit to enter the 

Temple on that day and at that time when an ordinary-

looking couple brought their 40 day old baby to present 

him to God as was customary. 
 

This couple and baby were also met by an 84 year old 

woman, Anna, who recognised the moment and its 

meaning. 
 

Both Simeon and Anna had been waiting in hope and 

expectation for this day, though until it came they had 

no idea what it would look like. But when they saw the 

family, they knew that this baby was the one for whom 

they had been waiting. And they recognised that 

moment because of the years of preparation they had 

undergone. Simeon had been guided by the Holy Spirit; 

he had studied the Scriptures and knew that here was the 

One sent from God to bring salvation, the One who 

would show the glory of God to all peoples. Anna spoke 

of the baby in terms of redemption. 
 

I wonder whether they expected the Lord to come as a 

40 day old baby boy. But having recognised who this 

baby was, both responded by praising God. 
 

Jesus said of himself, ‘I am the light of the world.’ As 

followers of Jesus, we are to show that light in our lives 

in all we say and do. Currently we wait in hope and 

expectation for a time when life will have a more settled 

pattern. What hopes do we have for how that will look? 

Has the experience of living through a global pandemic 

changed our views of what is important for us, for our 

country, for the world? This time gives an opportunity 

to reflect, to hope and to work for change so the world 

will become a better place for all 

 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website – Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 
 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton, Alderley & Tresham 

31st: Margaret (‘Meg’) Tomlinson (2011) 

 Mary Eastwood (2018) 

FEBRUARY 

1st: Ethel How (2015) 

2nd:    Iris Maud Cooper (2010) 

 Elizabeth May Yates (2014) 

 Margaret Harding (2015) 

Anthony David (‘Tony’) Cowell (2017) 

Lionel Stanley Jones (2018) 

3rd: Fr Aelred Dobson SDS (2010) 

 Ruby Clare Hardy (2019) 

5th: Thomas W. Tarr (‘Tom’) (2016) 

 Roy Dancox (2018) 

 Dr Roger Rowlands – Alderley (2019) 

6th: Annie “Ann” Lotinga (2017) 

 

Nibley 

31st: Frances Mary Sparks (2009) 

 

In January we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the United Church. 
 

In ‘normal’ times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer – please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07799 474054, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/


Latest News about our church buildings 

All services and individual private prayer are 

suspended in all the Benefice church 

buildings until further notice, in order to 

keep everyone safe.  
 

St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings will be 

available online.  

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: Service online 

The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 

 

*******Notices******* 
 

Ash for Ash Wednesday – There will be an Ash 

Wednesday service via Zoom on Wednesday 17th 

February at 7.30pm. As we cannot meet in church, you 

will be able to collect a small amount of ash (from St. 

Mary’s). Please contact the office 

(wotvicsec@btconnect.com / 07799 474054) to “pre-

order”. More details to follow. 
 

Sick leave – Following surgery, Cookie has been signed 

off for a couple of weeks. She will be back “gently” 

working from the beginning of February. 

If you need anything, please contact the office or your 

churchwarden. 
 

Benefice/Parish Office Mobile number change – the 

current mobile number you have for the office is now 

with Rachel (please rind the office mobile whilst Rachel 

is on sick leave) To get hold of the office, please call the 

office mobile 07799 474054. Once I am back in the 

actual office, the number for both the vicar and the 

office will remain 01453 842175.  

Cookie’s email address is 

vicar@wottonparishchurch.org.uk (until 1st Feb a copy 

will be coming through to the office) 
 

Hearts of Love for February – Gloucester Diocese is 

spreading love this February, encouraging people to put 

up hearts in their windows. The hearts show our 

ongoing support for our keyworkers and our enduring 

hope. There is a resource pack on the Diocese website, 

with templates to colour in and cut out. 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/hearts-of-

love-for-february 
 

St. Mary’s churchyard – Please can anyone exercising 

their dog in the churchyard, keep it on a lead and please, 

please clear up any dog waste (and take it away with 

you). Finding dog waste on your loved one’s plot in the 

Garden of Remembrance is very unpleasant. 
 

Wotton Window Wanderland – in it’s 2nd year - a 

feast of colour and celebration of our community. A 

Covid-secure way of taking exercise from 5pm on 

February 5th until 14th  with over 150 locations viewable 

from the street.  

https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/wotton-

under-edge-2021/ 
 

 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing 

fortnightly audio series finding out about different 

projects, organisations and inspirational stories. The 

seventeenth and eighteenth podcasts from Bishop 

Rachel is a series of two podcasts on human sexuality. 

Bishop Rachel speaks with a number of people about 

the Church of England’s Living in Love and Faith 

resources. You can play the podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2020/podcast-

human-sexuality/ 
 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

• Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

• Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

• Songs of Praise on Sunday’s BBC1 - 1.15pm 

• Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 
 

Services from the Church of England 

Available to watch on the Church of England website, 

Facebook page and YouTube! channel 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Rachel Cook – Ring the office 07799 474054 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 / 07799 474054        wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
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