
Alison’s 
 Tree-mendous  

Birthday Challenge 
In	celebration	and	gratitude	for	70	wonderful	years	of	family,	friendship,	love	and	life	on	our	awesome	

planet,	(over	half	of	which	I	realise	have	been	spent	in	North	Nibley),		I	have	set	myself	a	birthday	
challenge.	The	challenge	is	to	encourage	the	planting	of	trees;	specifically	700	in	North	Nibley	Parish	in	the	next	12	
months	and	also	in	the	wider	world.		An	initial	post	on	the	North	Nibley	Community	Facebook	page	generated	an	
encouraging	response,	including	offers	of	various	saplings,	which	have	now	been	directed	to	good	homes,	where	I	

hope	they	will	grow	and	flourish.		
I	plan	to	create	a	record,	so	if	you	do	choose	to	join	in,	let	me	know	what	you	do	and	I	will		add	you	and	your	

contribution	to	the	Roll	of	Honour!	To	date	some	40	trees	have	been	recently	planted	in	Nibley	including	30	hazel	
saplings,	an	oak,	apples,	cherries	,	plums	and	a	liquidambar.		

It’s	easy	to	feel	overwhelmed	by	the	environmental	crisis,	but	we	can	all	make	an	individual	contribution	in	some	
way….	And	although	you	can	count	the	seeds	in	an	apple,	you	can	never	know	how	many	apples		will	grow	from	those	

seeds……Let’s	get	planting.	
(Alison	Beer	above)			nibley50@gmail.com		tel	01453	546251	text		07765869412		or	via	Facebook	Messenger.			
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There	are	a	number	of	ways	you	can	support	this	challenge	-	see	back	

mailto:nibley50@gmail.com


2021 is the year of hope. The 
year when the world will start to 
recover from the threat of the Covid-
19 virus which has blighted 2020. 
The year when the world’s 
population will start to be immunised 
against this deadly pandemic. And 
the medical technique which 
provides this immunity is named 
after the Latin for “cow”; vacca.  
Vaccination was developed by Dr. 
Edward Jenner, who was born in 
Berkeley in 1749. In the course of 
investigating how a mild disease known as cowpox 
appeared to provide immunity against the deadly 
smallpox, he developed the technique of injecting 
small quantities of cowpox into the bloodstream, to 
protect against smallpox. He then devoted his life to 
ensuring that the technique was practiced as widely 
as possible, and available to all. 
The Temple of Vaccinia as Jenner called it was the 

world’s first vaccination clinic. It was his garden 
summerhouse, at his home in Berkeley. The 
practice spread, and vaccinations were soon being 
conducted world-wide. It is difficult to estimate how 
many lives have been, and continue to be saved by 
this medical breakthrough, but in 1979 the World 
Health Organisation declared smallpox eradicated. 
How prescient were the words of Thomas Jefferson, 
who in 1806 wrote of Dr. Jenner :  

“You have erased from the calendar of human 
afflictions one of its greatest. Yours is the 

comfortable reflection that mankind can never 
forget that you have lived”. 

Just a few miles from North Nibley, “The Birthplace 
of Vaccination”  is preserved as a Museum, in 
Church Lane, Berkeley. The House, Museum and 
Gardens are (under normal circumstances) open to 

the public, lovingly cared for, and 
offer informative and educational 
displays and events about the 
science of vaccination and related 
topics. 
Appropriately, the Museum is running 
its COVID-19 Diary Project, an 
opportunity for you to contribute to 
their repository of stories, 
observations and memories from this 
pandemic for the benefit of future 
researchers. It is hoped that you will 
join the project in keeping a diary of 

your experiences, from the mundane to the 
profound; anything that sheds light on daily life in 
the midst of a pandemic. (Details on the website) 
Now more than ever, the world needs to know about 
Dr. Edward Jenner and his remarkable legacy.  
Dr. Jenner’s House is owned and run by The Jenner 
Trust, an independent charity (number 1158316). 
Being a charity, they rely heavily on visitors to 
finance the upkeep of the House, Museum and 
Gardens. Sadly, forced to close for most of 2020 for 
the safety of visitors and staff, funding has been 
severely reduced. 
If you would like to help by donating, volunteering, 
or registering your support, please check out their 
website: https://jennermuseum.com , or for more 
information contact: info@edwardjenner.co.uk 
To quote TV and radio presenter Andrew Marr in 
2012: 

“No human being who has ever lived has 
saved more lives than the simple country 

doctor from Gloucestershire” 
While we may dispute the description “simple” for 
such an astute and innovative mind, this tribute 
could prove even more true in 2021. 

Thank you, Dr. Edward Jenner 

The Temple of Vaccina in Jenner’s garden 

Dr. Jenner’s House and Museum, Berkeley 
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https://jennermuseum.com/covid19-diary-project


At the beginning of December, I saw a 
request on Facebook for volunteers to come 
forward to help at the vaccination centre 
being set up at The Vale Hospital in Dursley.  
The local Doctors’ practices in Dursley, 
Cam, Berkeley and Wotton had got to 
together to organise the massive task of 
vaccinating all their patients and having the 
facilities of The Vale made it easier to base 
everything there.  

I decided that I could spare the time and 
would like to try and help in a small way. The application process was quite simple - I had to fill in a short 
application form and then had a telephone interview.  I passed all that and then was asked to ‘attend’ a 
training session via zoom.  It was done very professionally, and we all had time to ask as many questions as 
needed answering.   

Don’t worry though – I won’t be giving the injections! The volunteer’s role is to make the process as easy as 
possible for everyone attending.  There are usually 6 of us on each shift (which lasts around 2.5 hours) and 
the jobs vary from being in the car park directing people, to manning the tents where people are waiting 
for 15 mins after their vaccination, to helping with coats and ensuring everyone keeps a good social distance 
from one another. 

You can choose an outside or inside role and I must admit, as I hate being cold, I have stuck to an inside role 
(although the doors are open!) so that I am a bit warmer. The time goes very quickly, and it is great to see 
so many people getting their vaccination. Most people are really grateful, but a few don’t like needles so it 
is important to be sympathetic and supportive. 

There are now 150 volunteers doing 1 shift a week.  At the moment they are not asking any more, but this 
may change as the months go by.  

So, what to expect when you get your phone call to attend?  Firstly, accept it!  It’s really important and you 
will be helping to stop the virus in its tracks. 

Then, when you go for your appointment, you will be directed to a parking space and asked to go to 
Reception at the front of the hospital.  Try not to be too early, as only 5 people are booked into each 5-
minute slot so you may have to wait your turn, and check the weather before you go so that you can be 
wrapped up warm if need be.  You will be asked a few questions by one of the volunteers (the people with 
the clip boards), and then you go into the building (wearing your mask of course), where you will be asked 
to use the alcohol-based hand cleaning liquid before moving on to check-in.  You will be asked your name, 
date of birth, which surgery you attend and your address.  

You then go into the area where the vaccination will take place. Someone will be there to direct you, help 
you with taking off your coat if required, and tell you when to go forward to have your vaccination.  There 
are 2 people giving the injections at the same time, usually a Nurse and a Doctor. 

You then leave the building (it’s all very quick) and are directed to one of the tents where you are given a 
slip of paper telling you when you entered the tent, when your 15 minutes is up, and when it is you can go 
home for a well-earned cup of tea!     Julie Collins 
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Vale  
Vaccinations 

Do you need a lift to your Covid vaccination appointment? 
The Hub can provide transport there and back.  There are willing volunteers ready 
and waiting to take you, so please do get in touch if you need a lift to your 
appointment. 

See Page 9 for contact details. 
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Contacts: Rosie Casken,  
Chapel Development Worker,  

mailmeroses@yahoo.co.uk   07977454083  
Dave Purnell   

davidpurnell48@hotmail.com  07775876738  

www.northnibleychapel.org.uk  

1 poTATER, 2 poTater, 3 poTater, 4….. 
By Rosie Casken 
Since the start of the first lockdown, my 
brother-in-law has set himself the task of 
sending out a daily email with a joke or 
entertaining snippet he has found somewhere 
and thinks worthy of passing on. Some of the 
jokes I have rapidly deleted, but the emails 
that I have stored on my computer have 
tended to be the ones with a clever play on 
words. “Taters” was one of these. 
 
Some people never seem motivated to 
participate, but are just content to watch 
while others do the work. They are called 
‘Spec Taters’. 
 
Some people never do anything to help, but 
are gifted at finding fault with the way others 
do the work. They are called ‘Comment 
Taters’. 
 
Some people are always looking to cause 
problems by asking others to agree with them. 
It is too hot, too cold, too early, too late. They 
are called ‘Agie Taters’. 
 
There are those who say they will do 
something, but somehow never quite manage 
to get around to  it. They are called ‘Hezzie 
Taters’. 
 
I do not subscribe to Facebook but I have 
discovered from the upset caused recently to 
another family member what a rich seam it 
provides for the Agies and the Comment 
Taters. 
Words are such powerful things; they can 
make us laugh, they can stir our emotions and 
prompt our actions. They can help us find our 
own identity and they can define us in such 
long lasting and negative ways. As a teacher, I 
was so aware of the number of children told 
for example, that they would never be any 
good at Maths who lived up to that label for 
most of their time in school. 
 
Thank goodness that there are, however, 
people who care for others, speak kindly and 
avoid using words to hurt others. They exude 
a positive approach to life and bring cheer to 
the world. 
They are called ‘Sweet Po Taters’! (Sorry…) 
 
What kind of tater are you? 

Everyone at the Chapel extends a warm welcome to Rachel 
Cook who has just taken up her new role in the Benefice. 
We really value all that we have and all that we do as Churches 
Together in North Nibley and look forward to her input in our 
team.  

With regret, there will be no Pancakes and 
Ploughman’s in the Chapel this year, and 
no Lent Sessions either. 
We very much look forward to resuming 
our normal pattern of events and services 
when it is safe to do so. 

Throughout December we were busy planning what to do instead of our usual 
Christmas services. Dad and Rosie were keen to put something together that 
people could still access if they wanted. After scripts were written, skype 
meetings were to be had to try and plan what we wanted to do as much as 
possible. 
Filming during the mists of a pandemic was rather enjoyable. Some could say 
it involved quality family time. Suddenly we were all up in the freezing cold 
attic with Dad’s bicycles tucked up in blankets. Dan was sent up and down the 
stairs with different props (and in different costumes!) as I tried not to put my 
foot through the floor, again. Later, we were all 
huddled round a candle in the living room with my 
late grandparents’ hats on, counting “gold” 
chocolate coins. Nor shall we forget all dashing 
outside to sing “Deck the Halls” at the top of our 
lungs, while a man with a fluffy dressing gown 
chucked a bucket of water out of the window, 
shaking his fists. (continued on Page 5….) 

Jessie Marsh 
tells how she, 
the  family and 
friends 
produced not 
one,  but two, 
seasonal films . 

http://yahoo.co.uk
http://hotmail.com
http://www.northnibleychapel.org.uk


St Martin’s 
Church 

Rev’d Rachel Cook  Vicar 
vicar@wottonparishchurch.org.uk  
07483 146531  
Rev’d Peter Marsh, Parish Minister  
and Associate Priest   
pcemarsh@gmail.com  
01453 547521  (not after 6.00 pm, 
please)         

 

Our new Vicar, Rev’d Rachel Cook, has been Licensed by the Bishop of Tewkesbury 

Our new Vicar and Bishop Robert are pictured  whilst listening to Edward 
Garrard, organist at St Mary’s, Wotton, plays the Hallelujah Chorus at his home in 
celebration at the end of  the virtual service marking the launch of her ministry in 
the Tyndale Benefice. 

Not only watching the service on home screens, but at times taking an active 
part, people from Nibley, Wotton, Alderley and Tresham joined together on 10th 
January to witness the formal reading  and signing of the Bishop’s licence after 
Rev’d Rachel swore solemn oaths of allegiance to the Queen and obedience to 
the Bishop of Gloucester.  

Rev’d Rachel (who says she is often called “Cookie”) was introduced by Rev ‘d 
Wing Commander Ian Brown who spoke in glowing terms about her service as a 
Chaplain in the RAF.  

All of us echo the words of Bishop Robert: “ I look forward to the time when with 
clergy colleagues, lay leaders and members of the church and wider community 
we can gather in church and I can place Rachel in one of the stalls assigned to the 
priest of these parishes. “ 

 Film Production Continued from Page 4……...A couple of days later, we spent 
the morning in the Chapel filming the Christmas Fairy & Father Christmas, before 
going straight on to film Mary & Joseph. The weather was pretty miserable by 
then. Becky held an umbrella over the camera  as we filmed, pausing now and 
then to allow the authentic jumbo jet to pass over. The colder our toes got, the 
wilder Joseph’s accent became. Facial expressions were perfect, to the extent 
where I hadn’t laughed so much in a long time. 
 For the next two weeks my evenings were comprised of editing & laughing, 
before the completed film was finally uploaded and shared. 
A few days before Christmas we also filmed a simple sketch for Epiphany. Seeing 
three men dressed up on the Knoll did seem to cause quite a stir! It was another 
enjoyable morning’s filming.  
Thank you so much to all who have written lovely comments about what we 
have produced – it means a lot. I hope it made up for not having a living crib etc 
this year. The two films are still on the church website if you have missed out!   
You’ll find them posted at St Martins Church, North Nibley 
(northnibleychurch.uk) under 20th December and Epiphany 2021. 

 

Recorded Audio - Services   
every Sunday   

at  the website  
St Martins Church, North Nibley 

(northnibleychurch.uk)  Wynne Holcombe ,  Churchwarden, 
stmartins.northnibley@gmail.com  
01453 542091           
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The Cream Tea 
Takeway was  
postponed due to 
COVID restrictions, 
but we will fix a new 
date  when it 
becomes possible. 

Many thanks to all who have donated so 
generously already. The interim total for the 
annual collection is over £900, but  COVID-
secure counting of coins from some home 
collection boxes is still to be done. 

mailto:vicar@wottonparishchurch.org.uk
mailto:pcemarsh@gmail.com
http://northnibleychurch.uk/
http://northnibleychurch.uk/
http://northnibleychurch.uk/
http://northnibleychurch.uk/
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Sheila Chapman-Village Tributes  
 
I first met Sheila four years ago at a Christian Aid Big Breakfast event in the Village Hall and, at that 
point, I knew no one there except my husband. It was Sheila’s warm welcome and beaming smile that 
stayed with me and the fact that she went over and above her role in the kitchen to bring something to 
the table for us and, in doing so, managed to introduce us to a few other people - thus making sure 

that we really enjoyed the occasion. 
I came to see how typical that was of Sheila; she had a huge heart for the village and a desire to make people around her feel 
happy and welcomed. By personality and profession, she was a care giver, energy and positivity oozed from her and whatever 
challenges and pitfalls life may have placed in her way she spoke only of good things with a sense of humour that was never 
far from the surface. She was full of love – for her family, for her friends and the wider community, and for the beauty of 
North Nibley and its special places. And she loved animals, especially her dogs.     
Sheila came to some of our Wednesday Coffee Mornings in the Chapel invariably turning up with something she had baked 
that morning – fruit muffins being a bit of a speciality - and would sit herself by whomever she saw 
as most in need of a friendly chat.   Rosie Casken 
She was involved in the Monday Lunches from day one and was such an immense support and joy to 
have in the kitchen during the past 10 years.  She was always in the kitchen helping at hall events and 
many will have enjoyed her amazing curries at Harvest Suppers.  
Those involved in the build phase of the Music Festival will always remember Sheila with great 
fondness. She kept the troops sustained with food, trays of fresh muffins and cakes straight from 
her oven, and a hot cuppa. It brought together her great joys of cooking and caring for others......and 
boy did we need and appreciate it - we thank you Sheila.    Theresa Eames 
Despite her problems she expressed care and concern for others around her and huge appreciation of 
those who were helping and supporting her, looking for the good in everyone. 
The village has lost someone very special, we will always be grateful for all she has done for the village she loved.       
North Nibley will miss her dearly. 

 
We are delighted and grateful that Pre-School continue to use the Hall in these difficult times. 
 
We look forward to welcoming back our regular clients when circumstances allow. 
 
We are a Covid secure venue so you can use our facilities with confidence.       www.northnibleyhall.com 

ON THE EDGE    needs 
We need to replace our distributors in the Millend and Smarts Green 

areas who are moving to pastures new. Can you offer an hour or two 10 
times a year to deliver OTE to your neighbours—we and they would be 

most grateful. Please contact any editor for more information.   
Thank you!  

February 2021: With Christmas over and the New Year in full swing, the Pre-school has been welcoming 
new children to the setting.  All have settled in well.  During this term (4 Jan – 12 Feb 21) we have been 
talking about Winter and all things associated, together with learning about the Chinese New Year – 12 
Feb 21 the year of the Ox – and looking at animals.  Elaine and Becky have been working hard planning 
lots of exciting activities. 
We are regularly updating our website (www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk) with pictures of what activities 
our children have been up to.  Due to current COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to show prospective 
parents around, but you will find a video tour of the setting on the home page – please do watch it.  You 
can also find and follow us on Facebook to see what we have been up to during the week.   

If you are interested in your child joining our pre-school we have a small number of spaces for this year (1 Sept 2020- 21 July 
2021), and are taking deposits for September 2021.  Places are filling up so please contact us ASAP  if you would like your 
child to join us.   We accept childcare vouchers and the Nursery Education Grant for those children who are eligible for the 15 
hours per week (universal entitlement) and have spaces for the 30 hours (extended entitlement) free childcare hours.  We are 
happy to give information on the 30 hours if required, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  Also as a registered provider with 
Gloucestershire County Council, we are able to accept funding for 2 year olds. 
We are open term time only and operate in North Nibley Village Hall, Monday 9.00am to 1.00pm and Tuesday-Friday 
9.00am-3.30pm.  You can contact us, during session times on 01453 297493 or via our website.  Alternatively call at the 
Village Hall and have a ‘social distance’ discussion with our lovely staff. 

http://www.northnibleypreschool.co.uk


7 

PARISH  COUNCIL  MATTERS Happy New Year to 
you all.  

The Parish Council has been busy since our last edition of 
OTE.  First and foremost, we would like to inform you of 
and formally welcome your newly co-opted council 
member, John Hay.  Please see John's personal 
introduction below. 
Thank you to all others who contacted me to discuss the 
role of Parish Councillor, your community spirit and 
support is appreciated and we look forward to hearing 
more from you during the May election. 
A big thank you! 
The council wants to express its sincere thanks and 
admiration to all of the volunteers around the village who 
have worked in various groups and organisations to keep 
our villagers looked after and safe during this very difficult 
time.  Thank you, your hard work is invaluable and greatly 
appreciated. 
The meetings 
There have been two PC meetings since I wrote the 
November insert for OTE, so let's start with December: 
During December's meeting we listened to your 
concerns over the road safety issues around the village.  
We have written to Gloucestershire Highways  to address 
the speed and parking concerns along The Street and 
Frog Lane, have provided feedback on the signage used 
for the Stancombe Bridge road closure and diversion and 
have requested that the road safety of the bend on the 
B4060 near Stancombe bridge is addressed.  We are also 
working with our police community support officer on a 
village speed camera project.  Watch this space. 
Other December updates, Councillor Palmer got his 
walking boots on and supplied a full report to the Public 
Rights of Way team on the issues occurring around our 
local footpaths and bridleways.   There were four planning 
applications considered (see note below-Ed) and we 
discussed the ash dieback concerns. 
In January's meeting the council discussed the 
parking concerns at the bottom of Wood Lane / outside the 
cemetery.  It was agreed to add this to the February 
agenda for a full discussion and actions to be agreed.  
Those villagers who have attended our meetings over the 

past few months will be 
aware that the council has 

already tried several approaches to battle this problem, 
including the use of bollards, involving the police and 
working with the County Councillor to consider what 
parking restrictions the council have the power to enforce.   
The PC considered one planning application in January. 
Wild Festival 
The council has received an email from the organiser of 
Wild Festival with a very gracious apology to all of the 
villagers who were distressed by the poor approach to the 
organisation of a festival within the village at such an 
uncertain and troubled time.  The organiser has promised 
to work more closely with the community and the council 
before making plans for a 2021 event. 
Community Grants   (see panel below). 

Council Contact  
If you have any concerns or suggestions about the village, 
please do get in touch.  Very few of the council members 
have Facebook accounts, so the best way to be heard is 
to contact me directly, or make use of the public 
discussion section during our monthly meetings (currently 
being held via Zoom). 
My email address is 
clerk@northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk 
All the best, 
Mandy            Clerk - North Nibley Parish Council 

Editor’s note: on 10th December 2020 Stroud District Council received a planning application for: “Development of 16 
dwellings comprising of both open market and affordable tenure along with the provision of associated infrastructure and an 
ecological corridor”; that is on land between the Cemetery and Nibley House Farm, the access being onto Wotton Road near the 
Cemetery. For details, the SDC link is: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/apps/planning?AppRef=S.20/2678/FUL 

What is the community grant scheme? 
An opportunity to receive funding for projects that 
address the needs, issues and aspirations of the people 
in our community 
Who can apply? 
Local community or not-for-profit groups working for 
the benefit of the people of North Nibley 
How can I apply? 
Email clerk@northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk to request 
an application form or visit 
www.northnibleyparishcouncil.org.uk for  more 
information 
Completed applications to be returned no later than 

21st February 2021 

I moved to the village in 2003 and rapidly found it to be the most friendly place in which we have 
lived.  
Once my work involved less travelling, I was able to get involved in the village.  I was treasurer of 
St Martin’s PCC from 2010 for several years and am now on the PCC as Deanery Synod 
Representative. I joined the village shop committee in 2011; I became treasurer and then 
chairman in 2019, and have helped steer the shop through some difficult times. 
I’m also a Cotswold Voluntary Warden, which involves partaking in work parties related to 
improving access to the countryside.  
I gain substantial satisfaction from helping the community via these roles, and am delighted to 
have been co-opted onto the parish council.  Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any 
assistance. 

Email:  john@haymail.net               Mobile:  07973 327881 

Introducing John Hay 

mailto:john@haymail.net


Suspicious Amazon Driver 

On the 5th January 2020 at approx. 14:45 hours a u/k 
male stating to be an Amazon delivery driver attended a 
property in Bull Pitch, Dursley.  The householder 
requested that he produce identification but it didn’t 
look genuine and the householder became suspicious. 
The driver then asked the resident where his ‘Safe 
Place’ for parcels was but the resident refused to give 
any further details.  The man then left the area. No 
vehicle was seen.  The householder then rang Amazon 
who stated that they could not confirm if the man was 
an employee but suggested that this behaviour was 
suspicious.   

Description: white male aged 50-60 years, scruffy 
looking, no accent, wearing a yellow high viz 
jacket, trappers hat with ear flaps, and carrying 
a pad.  Please be aware that there are many 
types of Door to Door scam, and there is 
nothing wrong with refusing anyone at 
your front door. 

Door-to-door Scams 

Many legitimate businesses sell products 
door-to-door; gas, electricity and water 
companies need to visit to read your meters; 
and charities will often call seeking donations. 
But fraudsters may also knock on your door to part 
you from your money, or get into your home to steal 
from you. 

Courier Fraud 

In most cases of courier fraud, a fraudster phones their 
victim and claims to be from their bank, the police or 
other law enforcement authority. They then con the 
victim into revealing their PIN and credit or debit card 
details. Sadly, the most common victims of courier fraud 
are the elderly.   

Fraud Prevention 

One of the few benefits of the current Corona virus 
restrictions has been a reduction in most types of 
reported crime. An exception has been on-line and 
telephone based frauds and scams. The number of these 
reports to Police has risen but there are precautions 
that we all need to take in respect of our personal 
information.  Please consider sharing this message with 
friends, relatives and neighbours so that everyone can 
spot the signs and prevent people from becoming 
victims. 

Information to stop yourself from 
becoming a victim of fraud 

•Neither the police nor bank officials will 
ever ask you to withdraw money from your 

account, purchase anything or hand over 
your personal details or passwords. 

•If you believe you are being 
targeted by a scammer hang up the 

phone and use a different phone 
line, such as a neighbour's phone, to 

call Action Fraud or the police, as 
scammers have a way to stay on the line and 

will pretend to be the police when you call 
back 

•If you don’t have access to a different phone line, 
wait for a period of time and try calling a family 
member or friend first to make sure the scammer is 
no longer on the line. 

•Just because someone knows basic details about you 
like your address or date of birth, it doesn’t mean they 
are genuine bank or police employees 

•Always question suspicious phone calls and report them 
to Action Fraud or the police.

8

Community & Neighbourhood  
Alerts

Hello everyone 

As before, there will be no more 
mee4ngs un4 l th e p i c tu re 
changes.  When things change, 
and we can meet again, let’s hope 
we will have be>er news. 

No subscrip+ons needed next year!! 
If anyone has any news or ideas to pass on let me 
know for next 4me.   

Pat Symons                                       Tel: 01453 845154

Calling all Cooking Enthusiasts! 
  
Do you have a favourite recipe with a story behind 
it that you’d like to share? If so, we’d love to hear 
from you.  
  
We’re looking to create a community cookbook with 
a difference. Community has proven invaluable in 
the last year and we want to bring local people 
together to share their favourite recipes, and the 
stories behind them, in a new book.  This is very 
much a work in progress, so we’re really keen to 
hear any ideas you may have, especially whether 
you’d like to see it as a book or in electronic 
format.  Please e-mail Anna and Rosa at: 
 
ingoodcompany.ar@gmail.com

If you think 
you have been a 

victim of fraud you 
can report it to 

Action Fraud Online by 
calling 0300 123 2040, 

or calling the 
Police on 

101



 
LOCKDOWN HOURS 
As you know, 2021 started with another lockdown.  
However, the shop offers an essential service and as 
such remains open, but with reduced opening hours:  
9 to 2 Thursday & Friday, and 9 to 4.30 on 
Saturdays & Sundays.  We hope to stay well 
stocked, but it is very helpful if bread, milk, eggs, 
groceries and meat are ordered in advance to make 
sure we have enough to last until Sunday.   
 
Orders should be sent by email if possible, to 
orders.nibleyhub@gmail.com and must be received 
before 11am on the Tuesday of each week for 
collection on Thursdays. We can also deliver within 
Nibley if you are stuck, so do get in touch if collection 
is a problem or you are self-isolating. 
The café is not permitted to allow sit-in customers, but 
Tarragon is still offering a takeaway service. She is 
also happy to take orders for special occasions, or 
just to keep spirits up (who needs an excuse for 
cake?) so do contact her direct to place an order. 

 
To keep customers and volunteers safe, please follow the following 
guidelines: 

Use the hand sanitiser provided before entering the hub 
Wait outside until a volunteer tells you that it is ok to come in - we are 

restricting customers to one in each area (shop/café) at a time to allow 
for maximum spacing 

Please queue at 2 metre distance on the pavement when waiting to enter the 
hub and leave space for those exiting the building 

Enter alone where possible 
Please wear a face covering at all times 
Remember that the café is takeaway only and do not use the seating areas.  

These are for the use of staff and volunteers only 
Pay by contactless card if possible  

The volunteers will ensure that the hub is clean by wiping down high contact 
points frequently. They will also ensure that the space is well ventilated – you 
may find the door is open when you arrive; this is to let fresh air in, not 
necessarily an invitation to enter! 
 
A big THANKS to the Village Hall Committee for the use of the hall for our 
Christmas collections.  The extra space made everything run much more easily, 
and we are very grateful. 

 
Do you need a lift to a Covid 
vaccination appointment?  

 
We have willing volunteers ready 
and waiting to take you to your 
appointment at the Vale, so do 
get in touch if you need a lift. 
 

We collect prescription 
medication every week from 
the Chipping and Culverhay 
surgeries for those villagers who 
have arranged this with the 
surgeries. 
 
 
So, what else have we been 
doing? 
We have been a collection point 
for many things, such as food 
donations for the GL11 project, 
used Christmas cards for the 
Cobalt Unit at Cheltenham 
Hospital, and donations of books, 
craft items and educational 
games for the Read With Me 
Appeal.  We sold raffle tickets 
before Christmas for Nathan’s 
Wheelchair Appeal and North 
Nibley Preschool and we acted 
as the disseminator of up-to-date 
information on matters local and 
national to villagers.  Such things 
we see as an important part of 
our role in the village.  If you 
think we can help act in such a 
matter for any local organisation 
or good cause, please ask. 
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Goodbye from Carol and Brian Elloway 
 

Goodbye to everyone who we have lived alongside and 
enjoyed getting to know.  North Nibley is a very special 
place and we have really enjoyed living on the edge and 
under the monument.  We are swapping one Cotswold 
village for another, Whiteshill, to be nearer Stroud.  I am 
sure we shall also be back to see our friends here and 
revisit favourite places. 

Thanks to everyone for making our time here so 
memorable. 

Welcome to Lisa and Felix, who moved into New Road from Bristol at 
the beginning of December and are still settling into their new house.  Lisa, a 
wedding photographer, and Felix, an IT engineer, are hoping to become more 
acquainted with the community in the near future. 

Contact us: 
Carolyn: carolyn@nibleyhub.co.uk  tel: 01453 542494 
Tarragon:  tandcakes19@gmail.com  tel: 07805342196 
Marjory:  marjwright54@gmail.com   tel: 01453 542511 
Alison:   nibley50@gmail.com   tel: 01453 546251 
Charles: charleslamplugh58@gmail.com   tel: 01453 549016    
 
Facebook: North Nibley Community Hub 
 
Instagram: north_nibley_community_hub   

Keep an eye on 
our Facebook 
page for the 

latest 
information in 
these rapidly 

changing times. 

Personals 

Welcome to Fiona and Roger, 13 Barrs Lane.  Fiona and Roger say 
“hello” and say they have been very happy to find that – despite covid – everyone 
has been very friendly and welcoming.  Fiona is interested in joining the 
community choir and the Historical Group when things are up and running again. 

mailto:orders.nibleyhub@gmail.com
mailto:carolyn@nibleyhub.co.uk
mailto:tandcakes19@gmail.com
mailto:marjwright54@gmail.com
mailto:nibley50@gmail.com
mailto:charleslamplugh58@gmail.com


JAMES PITT 
BESPOKE JOINERY 

   
LET US TRANSFORM YOUR 
IDEAS INTO REALITY….. 
 

 Hand Made Kitchens  
 Individual Design 
 Doors, windows, Stairs 
 Conservation Work   

Tel:07973 360131 

COLE BUILDERS 
Dave & Fred 
 

DECADES OF EXPERIENCE 
 
 SMALL-MEDIUM JOBS 

 MASONRY – PLASTERING 
 JOINERY – ROOFING – PLUMBING 
 

 KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 
 
Tel: (01453) 545474 & 521027 
12, The Street, North Nibley 

PAUL BURTON 
ABBEY ELECTRICS 
NICEIC Registered Electrician 

LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE 

 Rewires 
 Extensions 
 Outside Lighting 
NO Job Too Small 

 

Grooms Cottage, Isle of Rhé, 
Nibley Green 

07989 595077 

WOTTON TYRE AND 
EXHAUST CENTRE 

01453 844444 
Unit 4B, Bank Yard, Tabernacle Rd, 

Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7EF 
 

Celebrating 23 Years Serving 
Wotton & Surrounding Areas 
www.wottontyres.co.uk 

 

Friendly Local Service 

WOTTON DENTAL 
CLINIC 

All your needs for 
healthy teeth 

& gums 

All enquires & 
appointments 

Call: 01453 844428  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Available throughout the year for  
Weddings, Civil Ceremonies, Special Occasions & Events. 

 Bed and Breakfast   
Events and Reservations  01453 543108   

www.nibleyhouse.co.uk  

Nibley House 

Grosvenor House Practice Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 

  

TIM BROWN FCCA 
Director 

E: tim@ghpl.co.uk 
 :01666 503606 
Priory Park, London Road, 
Tetbury, Glos. GL8 8HZ 

www.ghpl.co.uk 

 

T. 01453 542494 
M. 07870 564228 
timbrelldecorators@gmail.com 
www.pandstimbrelldecorators.co.uk

Black Horse Inn - North Nibley 
 

 LOCAL CASK ALES AND CIDERS  

 TRADITIONAL PUB FOOD SERVED DAILY  

 COMFORTABLE EN-SUITE ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE           

 COSY BAR WITH LOG FIRE   

 OUTSIDE SEATING AND BEER GARDEN  

Contact: 01453 543777  
Website: www.blackhorse-northnibley.co.uk   

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
TREE & GARDEN 

SERVICES 
GEORGE HARPER & RYAN BRANCO 
George Mobile: 07940087822 
Ryan    Mobile: 07554665026 
glos-tree-garden@outlook.com 
NPCT Qualified – Fully Insured 

Friendly Service 
*Tree Surgery *Fire Wood  

Gardening Services     
*Hedges  *Soft Landscaping  

 
 

 
     Servicing & Car Repairs 
   All Under One Roof 
     M.O.T’s on Cars,  Vans,  & Taxi Tests           
  Scanning, Fault Code Reading                                                        
and much  more…… 

Tel: 01453 543264 
admin@autocheckccc.co.uk 

H M COWLES  
                            

 FORESTRY   CONTRACTOR   &   FIREWOOD   SUPPLIER  
                                       

BARN-STORED, SEASONED  HARDWOOD  BEECH &  ASH FIREWOOD 
LOGS  AND KINDLING 

                                                                                                                              
CUT  TO YOUR  REQUIREMENTS   

 
STOCK  UP  NOW  FOR  WINTER  —  PROMPT  DELIVERY 

 
Call   HOWARD  on   01453 542676  or   07831 268057                                                                      

 R.A.W.DECORATING 
  

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
 

RICHARD  WILLEY  
 

07776016159              
01453 541932  

 
RichardWilley1@btinternet.com  

£5 off your 
next car MOT 
with this 
advert. Valid 
to 01.07.21 

 

IAN HALL:  E: gardensuppliesglos@gmail.com 
Office: 01453 547299 Mobile: 07879 855172 

www.gardensuppliesglos.co.uk  

 Mulches  
 Composts 
 Play Surfaces  

 Fencing 
 Paddock Maintenance 
 Hay & Straw 

WOTTON FARM SHOP 
& POTTING SHED CAFÉ 

Fabulous Farm Shop  on your doorstep offering  
Lots of homemade and locally supplied produce  

Call in and see us  
Open 7 days a week    01453 521546 

See  www.wottonfarmshop.co.uk for  COVID  sales details 

GIDEON AYRES 
 

Building, Repairs   
        and 
Masonry 
      
Landscapes 

 
 
 Tel: 01453 546557 

Family run vineyard in North Nibley 
 Free local delivery of our delicious wine 

(min order £20) 
£10.50 bottle dry white wine 

£57 case of 6 
 Contact: laura@roadgreenwines.co.uk 

Facebook & Instagram: 
#roadgreenvineyard 

www.roadgreenvineyard.co.uk 

 ROAD GREEN VINEYARD 

10 



Christmas in the School 
Our Christmas was certainly different in 2020!  Our Nativity played to near empty hall, 
following rules in place at the time, but the children were wonderful.  Parties were held 
in smaller groups and there was no shared Christmas dinner this yer.  The Christmas 
Service was filmed in an empty church by a few children at a time (it is still available to 
view on the School web-site) and another ‘new’ venture was the village display of Advent 
Windows on the build up to the big day.  My grateful thanks go to all those who 
participated. 

One of the highlights of the build up to Christmas was the visit of Santa and his reindeer, 
a seasonal treat organised by the Friends of North Nibley School (FONNS) who have 

continued to find imaginative ways to support the school in these strange times.  Our Chair of Governors, Sue Bradly 
Jones, was passing (socially distanced, of course) and couldn’t resist watching. She later wrote this ‘monitoring’ 
report! 

‘In the last week of term before Christmas I called to deliver something to the school, only to find the children outside 
in the playground, being entertained by two reindeer. Yes, live reindeer, complete with jingle bells around their necks.  
FONNS had arranged for these two beautiful animals, with their owner and her helper, plus Father Christmas, to come 
to the school as a pre-Christmas surprise – and it was delightfully special. There were two sessions, one for each school 
‘bubble’, and I was present when the juniors, wondering what was going on, first saw the reindeer being led into the 
playground.  Gasps of surprise and pleasure were followed by introductions to the reindeer – Dasher and Blitzen of 
course – and some ‘clowning’ by their handler while the animals were led around the children ‘to check whether they 
had all been good enough for a visit from Santa on Christmas Eve.’ 

A more serious session followed when the children were told about reindeer as a wild species, and then had a chance 
to ask questions while they took turns to feed the animals with handfuls of their favourite food, lichen.  Back in festive 
mood, the handler joked that reindeer have those flappy bits at the back of their hooves to stop them slipping on the 
roof tiles when they deliver presents.  Children were all given a jingle bell to practice shaking them, while singing 
Jingle Bells, to prepare for the big moment on Christmas Eve when we should ring a bell, or Santa won’t come.  Father 
Christmas, who had to this point been quite 
upstaged by the reindeer, stepped forward 
with a sack of presents for each class to be 
taken back to their classrooms to be 
opened, and the visitors took their leave.  
The interest and pleasure of seeing and 
touching the live reindeer was something 
else and all of the children must have 
found a bit of magic in this experience.  
The visitors commented on how nice the 
children had been, yet again giving the 
Head Teacher and the staff reason to be 
proud of their pupils. 

Many thanks to FONNS for thinking of, 
arranging and funding this event; in so 
many ways this has been an abnormal term 
because of the ongoing Pandemic, but half 
an hour with reindeer is one way to end the 
term on a happy high!  And even though the 
term had been fraught with difficulties, 
frustrations, stress and fear, I felt that the 
school had ended the year well.  Better 
times are ahead, surely … 
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Alison’s Tree-mendous 
Birthday Challenge 

There are a number of ways 
you can support this challenge: 

Tim Andrews, Nibley’s very own cider maker hopes to have free apple 
trees available – you can get in touch with him via Forgotten Orchards. 
In the last couple of years Tim has planted two orchards in Nibley. Many 
of the fields around us, particularly in Pittcourt, used to be cider or apple 
orchards, with their corresponding cider houses. Down this end of the 
valley we’re very much looking forward to apple blossom time.

Please note that the deadline for ALL SUBMISSIONS for the March issue is Wednesday 10th  February 2021 
On The Edge - Editors & Contact Details     email address: nibleyote@googlemail.com  

 Sue Devine 543748     Di Hay 544965     Dave Earle   546659    Alison Edwards  543441    
Alan Shrimpton  544409     Dave Beer 546251

TYNDALE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

CLUB 
With thanks to Steve Stone and 
David Brookes ARPS we were able 
to enjoy our Winter Christmas 
Knock-out evening over Zoom.  The 
images were shown in pairs and 
then a vote online was taken for the 
preferred image. Even though we 
weren't all in the same room you 
could feel the tension building up as 
the task of choosing which image 
you preferred got harder and harder.   
Brian Wetton (Club Chairman) 
wound up the evening by thanking 
members for making the evening a 
success and for their continued 
support.  

2nd 'Anenome with Bee'  by 
Barbara Gibbons

Joint 3rd ’Three Ballerinas’ by  
Steve Stone

1st ‘Masquerade’ by Steve Varman 

Joint 3rd ‘Last Light’ by Steve Varman

If you have a 
larger area of 

land maybe 
you could create 

a small copse or 
put in some 
hedging using 
native plants. So 
many hedges have 
been lost over the 
years and it would 
be great to replace 
at least some of 
them.  

By donating to 
an organisation 

such as The 
Woodland Trust, Trees For 
Life, National Trust etc. 
This is a great way of 
marking special occasions. 
For my birthday, I had 3 
trees sponsored in a 
named woodland which I 
can visit, and 6 planted by 
the John Muir Trust in 
Scotland on the slopes of 
Schiehallion – chosen 
because it was the first 
Munro that I had 
conquered. I like to 
sponsor trees as a 
wedding present, partly 
because most people 
pretty much have all they 
need, and partly because 
the tree may outlast the 
relationship.  

 A fun family 
activity is to 

collect seeds 
and see if you can 
grow them. They can 
be nurtured in pots 
for a few years 
before finding 
permanent homes. If 
you’re looking for 
some home learning 
inspiration, The 
Magic and Mystery 
of Trees by Jen 
Green is a great 
book for all ages. 
Published by Dorling 
Kindersley in 
consultation with the 
RHS - you can 
order it from 
Wotton 
Bookshop.  

By planting a tree (or 
maybe a substantial 
shrub) in your garden.

I am liaising with The 
Gloucestershire 
Nature Trust and the 
Wotton Climate Action 
Group to see what 
practical help or advice 
might be available. 
The Woodland Trust 
has good advice on 
trees, what to plant 
where etc. Locally we 
have two very good 
sources of bare root 
and container grown 
trees; Mount Pleasant 
Trees in Rockhampton, 
and Landcare at 
Chipping Sodbury. And 
if you want to mulch 
your newly planted 
trees, get in touch and 
I can organise free, 
well matured 
woodchip.  

Let me know if 
you’d like to be 

kept up to date or 
have any questions, 
suggestions, or 
want advice. I may 
not know the 
answer, but I will 
find someone who 
does.

?


