
 

       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 21st February 2021 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

There are no services or opening for private Prayer in 

Tyndale Benefice church buildings until further notice 
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the 

wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to 

your Spirit; 

and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Heavenly Father, 

your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 

and grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 

that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Genesis 9: 8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for 

me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, and with every living creature 

that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 

every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out 

of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 

and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.’ God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 

make between me and you and every living creature that 

is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow 

in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 

earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember 

my covenant that is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never 

again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow 

is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ God said to 

Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

established between me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.’ 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3: 18-end 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 

the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 

days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight people, were saved through 

water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 

and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 

and powers made subject to him. 
 

Gospel: Mark 1: 9-15 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And 

a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 

wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and 

the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, ‘The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

 

Reflection from Peter Marsh  

A reflection on Mark 1: 9-15 

This Monday just gone we had a Nibley Churches 

Together meeting to get ideas for how on earth we 

might reverently and meaningfully help our village 

community to observe Lent and celebrate Easter whilst 

still being possibly locked down or at least under 

restrictions. We have a limit of 40 minutes for our 

meetings because anything up to that is free and then 

you have to pay. As the meeting drew to a close a 

member asked if we would be better off lengthening the 

meetings and slowing our meeting down so that things 

could be discussed in depth. Short meetings were too 

urgent. 
 

‘Urgent’ is a theme that comes to mind in the book of 

Mark which was written during the Roman Jewish war, 

AD 65 – 74. You can see the urgency in today’s few 

verses. Verse 9 begins the story of Christ’s baptism and 

by the time we get to verse 15 he’s been tempted in the 

wilderness, John is in prison and Jesus is proclaiming 

the Good News in Galilee. If you blink, you’ll miss it, 



but anyone who has been in a theatre of war will feel 

that life itself is pretty urgent. 
 

It seems that both Jesus and Mark understand the need 

for urgency in their ministry. When the agenda is, life 

and death, light and darkness, hope and despair then you 

don’t want to be hanging about debating it. Jesus told 

the parable of the Ten Virgins some of whom were 

found unready when the groom suddenly arrived home. 

It was their big moment and they ‘missed the boat’ as it 

were. 
 

I understand the reason for thorough debates but I weep 

when I think of the Grenfell Tower disaster in 2017 

about which there have been many debates but very 

little useful action. I compare it with being catapulted, 

along with my Churches Together team, into a 

pandemic during a vacancy where, upon reflection, we 

have produced what could arguably be said to be some 

of our most Spirit filled work within the community. 

So, we decided to trust in God and ‘wing it,’ like Jesus 

and Mark, and keep to our 40 minute meetings. 

 

For your prayers: 
 

For those who have died and their families: 

Andre French who was interred at St. Mary’s on 15th 

February. 

Carole Hammond who was interred at The Chapel of 

Ease on 19th February. 

Josephine “Jo” Margerison who died on 1st February 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website – Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 

 

 

 

 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton, Alderley & Tresham 

21st: Ron Pearce (2011) 

22nd: Peter Davis (2018) 

24th: Norman Inglis Laurie (2000) 

25th: Muriel ‘Molly’Hopkinson  

 Hilary Kathryn Boast (2015) 

26th: Stanley Henry Hill (1999) 

 ‘Mike’ Malecki  (2015) 

 Marjorie “Madge” Organ (2020) 

27th: Bryan Edward Barnett (2013) 
 

Nibley 

None in this time period 
 

In February we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Oliver Memorial Chapel at Synwell. 
 

In ‘normal’ times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer – please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07799 474054, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

Latest News about our church buildings 

All services and individual private prayer are 

suspended in all the Benefice church 

buildings until further notice, in order to 

keep everyone safe.  
 

St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings will be 

available online.  

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: Service online 

The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 

 

 

 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/


 

*******Notices******* 
 

Lent Study Groups - This lent Churches Together in 

Wotton are holding a series of small group meetings 

looking at the prayers of Jesus, using a Cover to Cover 

course.  Anyone from any of the churches is welcome to 

join in with any of the groups.  To sign up, choose a 

time which will work for you from the list below and 

email the leaders to book a space.  Each group will have 

limited spaces, so please do book as soon as you can.  

The groups will start in the week commencing Monday 

22nd February. 

Mondays 10am - Contact Kate Tutty   

katetutty@hotmail.com 01453 844371 
 

Tuesdays 7:30pm - Contact Roger and Shirley Wyse  

shirleywyse@yahoo.co.uk 01453 844222 
 

Wednesdays 7.30pm – Contact Alison Jackson 

alison.jackson24@btinternet.com 01453 843072 
 

Thursdays 11am - Contact Louisa Lockwood 

louisa.lockwood@mac.com 01453 845710 
 

Thursdays 7.30pm - Contact Sharon & Martin Dove  

shazzodove@hotmail.com 01453 521459 
 

Fridays 10am - Contact Roger and Shirley Wyse  

shirleywyse@yahoo.co.uk 01453 844222 

 

AdLent – If you would like to support Stroud Foodbank 

AdLent collection, please click on this link - 

https://strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk/2021/02/03/food-

collection-for-lent-adlent/ 

It’s a great way of giving to a cause that has had a 

massive increase in demand over the last 12 months. 

St. Mary’s will collect your items at a date (to be 

decided) after Easter. 
 

Thank you - Words cannot express how grateful I am 

for your prayers, beautiful flowers, get well cards, 

delicious food and great chats on the phone after my 

‘break’. 

Knowing that so many friends were thinking of me over 

the past three months certainly aided my recovery and 

kept up my spirits. 

Thank you all. Kate Tutty 
 

St. Mary’s Representative for Churches Together in 

Wotton (CTiW) – Would anyone be interested in 

representing St. Mary’s on the CTiW forum? They meet 

a couple of times a year (at the moment via Zoom). It is 

a great way of being part of the local church 

community. The role of the Rep is mainly to join 

meetings, report back to their respective churches and 

help to organise whichever event is on the rota for their 

church. 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing audio 

series finding out about different projects, organisations 

and inspirational stories. The nineth podcast from 

Bishop Rachel is looking at Caring for our Countryside. 

Bishop Rachel speaks with a number of local farmers. 

You can play the podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/podcast-

episode-19-caring-for-the-countryside-in-conversation-

with-farmers-from-gloucestershire/ 
 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

• Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

• Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

• Songs of Praise on Sunday’s BBC1 - 1.15pm 

• Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 
 

Services from the Church of England 

Available to watch on the Church of England website, 

Facebook page and YouTube! channel 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

Cookie’s Corner 
Hello all.  For Mothering Sunday this year (don’t 
forget, it’s the 14th March – you have a bit of time to 
get organised!) the Benefice will be having a Family 
Service for Mothering Sunday via Zoom. This will be 
the start of some more regular Zoom services 
running alongside the fabulous North Nibley audio 
services. Watch this space for more details! 
 

Looking to a time when we can be outside more and 
enjoy our beautiful church grounds, I am keen for us 
to become as green as we can – reduce our carbon 
footprint and save our wonderful countryside for us 
and future generations. The Eco-Church initiative 
(which I know some churches have started) is 
something I am keen to look at. It will be on the PCC 
agendas, but if anyone has any thoughts or 
suggestions, please let me know. More details are 
on the link below.  
 

Resources for Eco-Church – Diocese of 

Gloucester (anglican.org) 
 

 

Blessings. 
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Clergy: 
Revd Rachel Cook – 07483 146531 (day off Friday) 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 / 07799 474054        wotvicsec@btconnect.com 

mailto:wotvicsec@btconnect.com

