
 

       Tyndale Benefice 
 

 

   
Wotton-under-Edge with Ozleworth 

North Nibley, Alderley (including Tresham) 
 

Sunday, 28th February 2021 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

There are no services or opening for private Prayer in 

Tyndale Benefice church buildings until further notice 
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, 

you show to those who are in error the light of your 

truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 

grant to all those who are admitted 

into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things 

that are contrary to their profession, 

and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

or 
 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Principal Readings:  
1st Reading: Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 

the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God 

Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will 

make my covenant between me and you, and will make 

you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his 

face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my 

covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a 

multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful; & I will make nations of 

you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my 

covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 

you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 

you. 

 

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall 

not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will 

bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I 

will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her.’ 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 4: 13-end 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 

come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 

but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 

and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the 

promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 

also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is 

the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you 

the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God 

in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping 

against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the 

father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So 

numerous shall your descendants be.’ He did not 

weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 

which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 

hundred years old), or when he considered the 

barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 

waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 

strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully 

convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to 

him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 

also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification. 
 

Gospel: Mark 8: 31-end 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 

undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 

‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 

the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can 

they give in return for their life? Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 



ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels.’ 

 

Reflection from Morag 

The Churches Together Lent Study groups got started 

this week, and I have already heard some good things 

about them as people reflect on prayer. Lent is a good 

time for reflecting on our relationship with God and our 

Christian life. I found this week’s readings particularly 

helpful for my reflections. 
 

The story of Abraham is fascinating, for God called him 

to leave his hometown of Ur in the country that is now 

Iraq and travel to Canaan, a place where God promised 

to bless him and said that he would be the father of 

many nations. God’s promise was not realised 

immediately - indeed, Abraham and his family went 

through many challenges in the literal journeys that they 

made, and in the spiritual journey too. Paul tells us in 

Romans that God’s promise was realised because 

Abraham trusted in God; Abraham lived a life of faith, 

in a relationship with God the Creator. 
 

Reflecting on Abraham’s faith, especially in the many 

adverse situations which he faced, enabled me to 

consider my own faith journey, especially that of the 

years since my ordination and of the many months of 

the vacancy. This Lent, being still restricted in what we 

can do, gives an opportunity for a spiritual check-up. 
 

In the gospel story Jesus tells his disciples, who had 

been with him for nearly three years at this point, what 

was in store for him. Peter remonstrates - this was not 

his understanding of the Messiah that he had proclaimed 

Jesus to be not long before this section. Jesus uses the 

opportunity to state very clearly what it means for 

anyone who wants to follow him: to deny self and take 

up our cross. 
 

There is so much to discover in that short statement, and 

I will continue to reflect on what it means for me. I 

found myself praying the prayer of Richard of 

Chichester: ‘May I know you more clearly, love you 

more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day.’ 
 

May God bless you as you follow Jesus through this 

season of Lent towards the joyful hope of Easter. 

 

For your prayers: 
 

For those who have died and their families: 

Carole Hammond who was interred at The Chapel of 

Ease on 19th February. 

Josephine “Jo” Margerison who died on 1st February 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Daily Prayer continues to be said at 9.00 every morning 

in individual homes. 

We pray for: 

• The World and its needs 

• The Church and her life 

• Those who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

• Ourselves 

If you wish to join us, you will find a choice of three 

services on the website – Midweek Prayer (from the 

Church of England), Morning Prayer, and Reflective 

Service.  http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-

for-prayers-services-at-home/ 

 

Year of Mind – where we remember those that have 

died during this week in previous years. 

Wotton, Alderley & Tresham 

28th: John  Almond (1994) 

March 

1st: Brian Edward (‘Chip’) White (2011) 

3rd: Denis Spencer, former Vicar of this Parish 

4th: Sarah Roberts (2005)  

 Keith Edward Joe Carter (2017) 

5th: Avalyn (known as Babs) Richings (2014) 

 Jacob Nicholas (‘Jake’) Rebbeck (2014) 

6th:  Peter John Kemp (Tresham 2015) 
 

Nibley 

March 

3rd: Basil Henry Tudor (2002) 
 

In February we remember in our prayers the 

congregation of the Oliver Memorial Chapel at Synwell. 
 

In ‘normal’ times, the pew sheet has a list of people who 

are ill. These people are included in prayer at Sunday 

services & at Morning Prayer every day. To continue 

this prayer – please email the Parish Office or leave a 

message on the Parish mobile if you would like prayer 

for yourself or a family member. There is a group of 

people who will pray. 
 

Spiritual Crisis? Prayer Ministry? 

Has this time of isolation raised concerns or fears of a 

spiritual nature & you want to talk about them? Would 

you like prayer ministry, such as has been offered after 

Eucharist & at Healing and Wholeness Services? There 

is a small group of people who are trained & who are 

able to listen to you and offer help. Please ring the 

Parish mobile on 07799 474054, with your name and 

phone number, to request a phone call. This offer is for 

those who live in the Parishes of Wotton under Edge, 

North Nibley, Alderley and Tresham. 
 

 

 

 

http://wottonparishchurch.org.uk/resources-for-prayers-services-at-home/
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Latest News about our church buildings 

All services and individual private prayer are 

suspended in all the Benefice church 

buildings until further notice, in order to 

keep everyone safe.  
 

St. Martin’s – All services and ramblings will be 

available online.  

The weekly recorded services will continue - available 

on the church website www.northnibleychurch.uk   

This week: Ramblings on line with Cookie 

The churchyard, is open and provides a place for quiet 

reflection & prayer – with benches. Please do make use 

of it. 
 

*******Notices******* 
 

World Day of Prayer – Friday 5th March at 10am. This 

year it comes from Vanuatu, a small island in the South 

Pacific. As we cannot physically gather together, the 

service will be on Zoom. Morag will be sharing a 

reflection on the theme of “Build a strong foundation”. 

If you would like to donate, please visit 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/  

The Zoom meeting details are: Mar 5, 2021 10:00am 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85798722417?pwd=czQwV

W1YNTA5UUhCaHRjRTBreVp6dz09 

Meeting ID: 857 9872 2417 

Passcode: 611036 

Lent Study Groups - This lent Churches Together in 

Wotton are holding a series of small group meetings 

looking at the prayers of Jesus, using a Cover to Cover 

course.  Anyone from any of the churches is welcome to 

join in with any of the groups.  To sign up, choose a 

time which will work for you from the list below and 

email the leaders to book a space.  Each group will have 

limited spaces, so please do book as soon as you can.  

The groups will start in the week commencing Monday 

22nd February. 

Mondays 10am - Contact Kate Tutty   

katetutty@hotmail.com 01453 844371 
 

Tuesdays 7:30pm - Contact Roger and Shirley Wyse  

shirleywyse@yahoo.co.uk 01453 844222 
 

Wednesdays 7.30pm – Contact Alison Jackson 

alison.jackson24@btinternet.com 01453 843072 
 

Thursdays 11am - Contact Louisa Lockwood 

louisa.lockwood@mac.com 01453 845710 
 

Thursdays 7.30pm - Contact Sharon & Martin Dove  

shazzodove@hotmail.com 01453 521459 
 

Fridays 10am - Contact Roger and Shirley Wyse  

shirleywyse@yahoo.co.uk 01453 844222 

 

AdLent – If you would like to support Stroud Foodbank 

AdLent collection, please click on this link - 

https://strouddistrict.foodbank.org.uk/2021/02/03/food-

collection-for-lent-adlent/ 

It’s a great way of giving to a cause that has had a 

massive increase in demand over the last 12 months. 

St. Mary’s will collect your items at a date (to be 

decided) after Easter. 
 

St. Mary’s Representative for Churches Together in 

Wotton (CTiW) – Would anyone be interested in 

representing St. Mary’s on the CTiW forum? They meet 

a couple of times a year (at the moment via Zoom). It is 

a great way of being part of the local church 

community. The role of the Rep is mainly to join 

meetings, report back to their respective churches and 

help to organise whichever event is on the rota for their 

church. 
 

Corner Desk – Does anyone have a good sized corner 

desk that they no longer require? Cookie is after a desk 

for her new study & would like to use a preloved one. 

Call me on 07799 474054 if you can help. 

 

Know someone without online access or prefers not 

to use the internet? Daily Hope Phone Lines – The 

Church of England have a FREE OF CHARGE phone 

line available 24 hours a day offering comforting 

hymns, reflections and prayers. Ring 0800 804 8044 
 

Diocese of Gloucester Podcasts – an ongoing audio 

series finding out about different projects, organisations 

and inspirational stories. The nineth podcast from 

Bishop Rachel is looking at Caring for our Countryside. 

Cookie’s Corner 
 

Hello all.   
Good to hear from the PM that there are plans 
to move forward out of lockdown and I’m 
praying we can all look forward to a more 
‘normal’ summer this year.  
 

Shortly, I will be asking you all to fill in a small 
questionnaire so you can tell me what you think 
is really good about our churches and where 
you think there is room for change and 
development. Don’t worry if you are not online 
as we can do this in other formats if you are 
willing to take part (and we hope you will!)  
Why now? Well, it seems the ideal time post 
interregnum. None of us are the same due to 
Covid but looking forward together as a 
Benefice is exciting and feeds into the Deanery 
Strategic Plan which focusses on us 
being Simpler, Humbler and Bolder. I am keen 
that we get a sense of where God is calling 
Tyndale as a missionary, outward focussed 
community in 2021 and I hope you are too. 
Have a blessed week.  
 

Much Love, Cookie. 

http://www.northnibleychurch.uk/
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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Bishop Rachel speaks with a number of local farmers. 

You can play the podcast by going to: 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/podcast-

episode-19-caring-for-the-countryside-in-conversation-

with-farmers-from-gloucestershire/ 
 

On here are also sermons for the upcoming Sunday, and 

a short video for children and families based on the 

upcoming Gospel reading – all worth a look and listen! 
 

Prayer and digital resources available – if you would 

like any sent to you email wotvicsec@btconnect.com or 

visit the website wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
 

Services from the BBC 

• Daily service on Radio 4 at 9.45am LW or DAB 

• Live on Sunday streamed at 8.10am each Sun. 

• Songs of Praise on Sunday’s, this week on 

BBC2 - 1.15pm 

• Choral Evensong on Radio 3 on Wednesdays at 

3.30pm and Sundays at 3pm 
 

Services from the Church of England 

Available to watch on the Church of England website, 

Facebook page and YouTube! channel 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-

centre/church-online 

 

 

 

 

Clergy: 
Revd Rachel Cook – 07483 146531 (day off Friday) 
vicar@wottonparishchurch.org.uk 
Revd Peter Marsh – 01453 547 521 (not after 6.00pm) 
Revd Morag Langley – 01453 845 147 
 

Licensed Reader: 
Sue Plant - 01453 845 157 
 

Wotton Churchwardens: 
Jackie Excell – 07863 121613 
Douglas Hinton – 07415 541359 
(Assistant) Lynda Durrant – 01453 521873 
 

North Nibley Churchwarden: 
Wynne Holcombe - 01453 542 091 
 

Alderley Churchwarden:            Tresham Churchwarden:  
Kay Pettifer - 01453 843838       Susan Whitfield –01666 890338  
 

Benefice/Parish Office: 
01453 842175 / 07799 474054        wotvicsec@btconnect.com 
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